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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 


Thp: Dialogue commonly called the Republic is the ac^ 
kaovvledged master])icce of the large collo(^lion of similar 
compositions which have ''ome down to us as the works 
of ?la'..o. Tliese works have made the name of Plato 
one of most familiar names in history. But wc 
know little about Plato himself; astonishingly little, com- 
paied with what we might have expebled to know. 
When we consider that he lived in a peculiarly historical 
period, concerning the events and personages of which 
we have an unusual amount of information ; that he 
had an illustrious reputation during his lifetime, which 
was prolonged to an advanced old age ; and that his 
writings were very numerous, and have reached us in 
so pcrfetl: a condition as to shew that their text was 
reverently watched over from the first: — it cannot but 
seem strange that the record of his life is so meagre, and 
that the mutual relations of his writings are involved in 
so much obiN.^./^v. In this absv.''»ce of materials for a 
biography wc may doubtless find one token of the fastidi- 
ous reserve, the suppression of his own personality, which 
is eminently chara6leristic of Plato. 

According to the generally received opinion, the farfls 
which may be considered as certain in the life of Plato 
suffice for little more than an outline, and even this 
cannot be quite firmly drawn. His dialogues, — although 
the scene of them is laid in his own time, and the inter- 
locutors, by a singular liberty, are often ./ell known and 
living persons, including his. own brothers,— hardly con- 
tribute a single incident or fatl to a biographical sketch. 
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There arc however certain Letters professing; to be Plato's, 
which give much information as to his a6is and his motives, 
especially with reference to the aeflively political portions 
of his career. These Letters have of late years been 
generally hclicved to ue spurious the most important of 
them being supposed to be written by disciples of Plato 
and to contain n ore or less that .s true. But Mr Grote 
contends strenuou ly for the genuineness of these, as well 
as of other writings, included in the traditional canon or 
list of Plato’s works, which mv^dern crit!:s have rejecfled 
as spurious. Mr Grote, in his zeal to take Plato clown 
from his superhuman pedestal, may be son.s.\.hat too 
ready to attribute to him the compositions which hav’e 
been judged unworthy of so divine a philosopher; but his 
masterly discussion will certainly reopen the ciuestion, and 
probably persuade many to adopx his conclusion. There 
would then be less hesitation in adding the interesting 
particulars contained in the Epistles to what wc other- 
wise know of Plato’r life ; whilst the more sceptical critics, 
as has been said, are already willing to admit that those 
particulars may in great part be authentic. 

The date of Plato’s birth is variously given as K.c:. 
430, 428, an<l 427 ; the place of it as either Athens or 
Avgina. lie is said to have died in n.c. 347. He lived 
therefore to the age ' 1 80 or perhaps ^3. If wc take 
the latest date of his birth, he was born about four years 
after the commencement of the Peloponnesian War. The 
history of Thucydides includes the first 16 or 17 years 
of his life ; where Thucydides ends, Xenophon takes up 
the narrative of Grecian affairs, and carries it on for 48 
years, u{) to the battle of Mantinea in li.c. 362. It was 
the lot of Plato to grow up to manhood in the midst of 
a long national struggle, marked by various fortunes and 
splendid efforts, which was brought to a close at last by 
the complete prostration of his country. The conquest of 
Athens in H.c. 403 was followed by the short rule of the 
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Thirty, headed by Critias (who was Plato’s uncle.) and 
Therainenes. The arbitrary governir^^nt of the Thirty 
was overthrown by Xi'^**^sybiilus, and the old dcmocrac/ 
reestablished. In B.c. 399 occ^Tcd tljc tcr;^'ible disgrace 
triar and death of Socrates. • For the next half 
century, Athens dcjjj^s not occupy tjie most conspicuous 
place in (xiecian history, but bercQ) a creditable part in 
the moycinents of the time under the guidance of able 
commanders such as Ipiiicratcs, Chabrias, and Timotheus. 
AgSil aus the King of Lacedaemon, and J^Ipaminondas 
of I’YtrrfKlis, were the most illustrious and most prominent 
rulers of this period, leading on cither side in the vigorous 
contest which is best known by the battles of LeiKfra 
(H.C. 371) and Mantinea (ft.c. 362). After the battle of 
Mantinea, the most^^^mportant feature in (Grecian history 
is the gradual and steady rise of the power of Philip of 
Maccdon. Before Plato died, Demosthenes had become 
famous through his orations agaiifst Philip; and within 
a year after his <leath Philip, by the destruction of the 
I^hocians at the end of the Sacred War, had secured his 
supremacy in Greece.^ 

By.»the side of the main current of Grecian affairs, 
the history of Sicily actjuirecL. interest and importance 
during this same half century Vmder the rule of the 
two Dionysii and Dion. The elder Dionysius, having 
governed with vigour at Syracuse for a cpiarfer of a cen- 
tury, died in B.c. 367. His son held a similar authority 
for 12 years, when he was expelled by Dion, who after 
four yeais of »\ile was in his turn attacked aiid put to 
death. 

Living in such an age, Plato was a witness of a 
singular variety of political dc\clopm(^its, and sumo of 
the richness of illustration in the Republic is no doubt 
due to his peculiar opportunities of observation. But 
he himselfvvas not suited for the life of prac^lical politics. 
He had every advantage of training, being the son ot 

b 
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rich parents, robust in health, and educated in all the 
accomplishments the time ; and he nurst have been 
r impelled to discharge the ordinary duties of an Athenian 
citizen, includ^g some m/ihtary service. But we hear of 
no more decided attempt to enter the* arena c^ Atlu niai 
politics than that for which the yth Kpistle is an authority. 
It is there stated that^ he was invited by his relations 
and connexions amongst the d'hirty to take some part in 
public affairs, and that he was desirous of doing so ; but 
when he saw what iniquities the Hdiirty were” perpetrarih^, 
and especially when he saw them once trying, bu' ’’"mly, 
to force Socrates to do an injury to a citizen, he felt 
himself driven back into a private life, lie had the 
^same desire of mixing in public affairs after the restora- 
tion of the democracy, l)ut then agaip he saw harsh things 
done, and at last tlu' iniquitous condemnation of Socrates 
entirely repelled him from politics. 

The philosopher whose name is connected with these 

two repulses from a political career had gained iln aSrbn- 

dency of singular power and permanence over the mind 

of Idato. When Socrates died, Plato was 28 years old. 

•o: 

For eight years they had lived in close intimacy as 
teacher and pupil. We have no record of the characTer 
or incidents of this co: nexion. But Plato’s works shew 
that his whole subsequent life was forihcd by it. He 
devoted himself to philosophy, and made it his one pur- 
pose to walk in the path of incpiiry which Socrates had 
opened out to him. 'Fhe image of his teacher never faded 
from his mind. With mixed devotion a’^d freedom, he 
uses Socrates in his dialogues as the exponent of all his 
own views. However distant the speculations of Pbito 
may Ivtve l)een from the homelier thoughts of Socrates, 
Plato undoubtedly believed that he was faithfully following 
the principles or method which Socrates had twilight and 
illustrated. 

After the death of Socrates, B.c. 399, Plato withdrew 
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to Mej^ara. We do not know how long he stayed there, 
but in the course of some 12 years ;ifter the death of 
Socrates, he is saic\ to have travelled to Gyrene ani 
I^gypt, to Italy and Sicily. ''Whilst l^e wa^ in Sicily, he 
hiiide accju'aintance with Dion at S>^acuse, and ]:)robably 
with Dionysius th^ elder. According to a strange and 
doubtful story, Dionysius causeil^him to be sold into 
slavery^ but lie was ransomed at yEgina, and then re- 
turned to Atlicns. There he settled, and began to teach 
prn 77 ()so[)hy, about b.l\ 388 — 386. 

that time he pursued an even career, with only 
two considerable interruptions, as a dignified and illustri- 
lais teacher, for about 40 years. ^ Like Socrates, he re- 
ceived no fees for his i instructions, and taught, it is 
sujjposed, chiefly tlirough conversation. Mis reputation 
was higher tlian that of any contemporary philosopher, 
and he drew many pupils about him, of whom the most 
famous vy^as his great rival in philosophy, Aristotle. 

*Once in the course of his life he had a singular call 
to apply his political science to the government of a state. 
When the elder Dioq,ysius died, he was succeeded in his 
powenby his son, who had no strength of charafler and was 
at first much under the influence of Plato’s friend and 
admirer Dion. The o])portunity V'cmed a very favourable 
one for establishing a state on sound principles. 1 )ionysius 
was ready to accept advice, Dion was urgent in his 
entreaties that Plato would come to guide him, and Plato 
was unwillingly constrained to pay a visit to Syracuse on 
tins errand. J’he story of this visit is told m the 7th 
Epistle. It did not succeed. Plato may not have shewn 
much ta6t in the management of Dionysius ; the task 
attempted may have been a hopeless (^ne. At all events 
Dionysius did not long continue submissive to Dion and 
Plato. He banished Dion from Syracuse ; and after a while 
Plato, though not himself badly treated, returned to Athens. 
He paid a second visit, however, to Dionysius, in the hope 
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of doing some service to Dion, but he was again clisap- 
poiiued ; and his Syracusan experiences had nothing but 
what was painful and mortifying to look back upon. 

The reader of the RcpiRHic is not obliged to enter into 
the difficult questior as to the order and arrangement of 
Plato’s works. A second Dialogue, the Tima^us, conneefts 
itself with the Repulilii\ and a third, die Critias, with the 
Tiniieus, so as to form a trilogy; but the Rep^dHic is 
complete in itself. It offers no indication of its date of 
composition, except that its vigour, — especially when ic 

compared with such a work as the Ta'zus., probably ’tten 

in Plato’s old age, — speaks of the prime of life and of 
intellc6l. It has a second traditional title, Conce7'}ii)ij^ 
Justice. The connexion of two titles is sufficiently 
explained in the Dialogue, which te^ls its own story with 
simplicity and clearness. An inquiry having been started 
as to the nature of justice, it is suggested that justice 
would be best seen in a perfec^l State or Commonwealth, 
and that, when so discovered, it might be recognized by 
analogy in the individual man. Accordingly the ideal 
State is constru<i:led ; and when this jirocess, which occu- 
pies the chief part of the work, is com].)letcd, the inr'uircrs 
discover justice, and its nature is satisfactorily ascer- 
tained. The persons w^ o take part in the conversation 
are Socrates, an old man named Cephalus and his son 
Polemarchus, Glaucon and Adcimantus, Plato’s brothers, 
and Thrasymachus, one of the Sophists of the time. 
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l^c!V:RATE8*;ind Glaucon, having gonfe down to ^ ^ 

the Piraeus to witnei^s the first cclchration of a 
festival lately introduced from Th»:,ace, fall in with Pole- 
marchus, Adeimantus, Niceratus, and some other friends, 
who persuade them to proceed to the house of Cephalus, 
the father of Polcmarchus. A conversation upon the sub- 
ject oT^hld age, its faults and its trials, carried on between 
Cephalus and Socrates, introduces the question,— What 
is Justice? Cephalus then retires, leaving Polemarchus to 
continue the discussion witA Socrates. 

Polcmarchus b*;gins by propounding a definition of 
justice given by Simonides, who makes it consist in re- 
storing to everybody what is due to him. 

The question, then, is, what ditl Simonides mean by 
tile term ‘due'? Apparently he meant little more than 
‘appropriate;^ for, according to him, the nature of the 
debt depends upon thp nature of the relation subsisting 
between the two parties ; so that, in reality, he makes 
Justice consist in doing good to our friends, and harm to 
our enemies. 

Socrates then asks Polemarchus to define the term 
‘friends;’ and when the latter replies that our friends are 
those whom we regard as good and honest men, Socrates 
shews that, as we arc constantly liable to misjudge the 
chara«flers oP people, we must maintain either that it is 
just to injure the good, which is an immoral doc^lrinc ; or 
else that it is occasionally just to injure our friends, which 
direcflly contradiCls the doddrine of Simpnides. 

To escape from this dilemma, Polemarchus shifts his 
ground, and states the theory of Simonides thus; — It is 
just to helff our friends if they are good men, and to injure 
our enemies if they are bad men. 
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In reply to this, Socrates, arguing from analogy, shews 
that to injure a man is tantamount to making him less 
virtuous, and therefore less just. Bi*;t how can a just man, 
by the exercise of his jflotice, render the charatler of 
another less just thSn it was? The idea is pl'epostercai/! 
Therefore, the definition of Simonides, as amended by 
Polemarchus, is again proved to be incorrecfl. 

Hereupon Thrasymachus thrusts himself into the dis- 
cussion, and, after some hesitation, defines justice as ‘the 
interest of the stronger.’ He supports his definition by 
the following argument. In every state it is considered 
unjust to violate the laws : the laws are framed to serve 
the interests of the government : and the government is 
stronger than its subjeefts : therefore, universally, justice 
is the interest of the stronger, or, migh. is right. 

But, urges Socrates, a government often makes mis- 
takes, and enaifls laws which arc detrimental to its own 
interests : and, according to Thrasymachus, justice requires 
the subjecfl in every instance to obey the laws of the land: 
consequently, it is often just for the subjedl to do what is 
prejudicial to the interests of th^*' government, that is, 
what is not for the interest of the stronger. Therefore, 
justice cannot be defined as the interest of the stronger. 

To avoid this conclusion, Thrasymachus retrai^^ls his 
previous admission, and explains that, properly speaking, 
a governor, in so far as he is a governor, cannot be said 
to make mistakes ; and that, therefore, the government, 
speaking stri(‘dly, always legislates to its own advantage, 
while justice commands the subjc(^:l to obey. 

Socrates, in reply, demonstrates that every art, and 
therefore the art of government among others, consults the 
interests, not of th : artist or superior, but of the subjedl or 
inferior. 

Upon this, Thrasymachus abruptly turns the discourse 
by declaring that a governor treats his subjects just like 
the shepherd who fattens his flock for his own private 
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advantage ; and that, really, injustice, pradlised on an 
extensive scale, is by far the best and n.ost lucrative course 
that a man can adopt. 

Socrates first carrecfls the assertica tha^ the shepherd 
fattens his flock for his own private advantage ; because it 
follows from the rukiy laid down by 'Thrasymachus himself, 
that, properly speaking, the shephard, in so far as he is a 
shepherd, considers simifly the good of his sheep. F urthcr, 
how: can wa account for the fact! that a governor cxpccfls to 
be paid for his work, except on the supposition that the 
benehts of government accrue, not to the governor, but 
.to the subjec'l.^ Indeed, strifUy speaking, every artist is 
remunerated, mediately by his but, immediately, by 
what Socrates calls Hhe art of wages,’ which generally 
accompanies the oJhers. 

Secondly, he turns to the position that perfccfl injustice 
is more profitable than perfeff justice, and elicits from 
Thrasymachus the assertion that justice is mere good 
nature, whereas injustice is genuine good })olicy, and, 
therefore, wise, and good, and powerful. By a display of 
verbal ingenuity he forces him to admit, (i) that the un- 
just man tries to go beyond or overreach both the just and 
the unjust, while the just man only tries to overreach the 
unjust : (2) that every one who is skilful in an art, and 
therefore wise, and therefore good, endeavours to go be- 
yond or outdo, not the skilful, but the unskilled : (3) that, 
therefore, the good and wise do not try to go beyond those 
who are like themselves, but only those who are unlike 
themselves : whence we may infer that the just man is 
wise and good, and that the unjust man is evil and igno- 
rant. He then proceeds to shew that injustice tends to 
produce strife and division, while justice, induces harmony 
and concord ; 3 .nd that injustice destroys all capacity for 
joint adlion both in states and in individuals, and is, there- 
fore, an clement of weakness, not of strength. 

Finally, Socrates endeavours to shew that the soul, 
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like the eye and the ear and every other thing, has a work 
or fun(flion to perferm, and possesses a virtue by which 
atone it can bp enabled to perform thft work. This virtue 
of the soul is justio^' ; andf^'thercfore, ^without justice the 
soul’s work cannot be well done, and the soul itielf canifo/' 
live happily. Hence the just man is h/ippy, and the unjust 
man is miserable ; ancV therefore, injustice can never be 
more profitable than justice. Still, Socrates admits that 
these arguments arc not conclusive to his o^yT! minS, be- 
cause he has not yet discovered the real nature of justice. 
Book II beginning of the second Book, Giaiicon 

and Adeimantus resume the ground which 
Thrasymachus has resigned. They would gladly believe 
that a just life is really preferable to an unjust life ; but 
they cannot help seeing that too much s lress has been laid 
by the eulogists of justice upon its accidental advantages, 
to the negledl of its intrinsic qualities. Would not a per- 
son be quite ready to commit injustice, if he could be sure 
of never suffering from the injustice of other men? Is not 
justice a kind of compromise, brought about by the neces- 
sities of social life? Do the poets .ver praise it in, and 
for, itself? And, assuming the existence of the god^, how 
do they regard the just and the unjust man? May not the 
sins of the latter be expi’ated by sacrifice ; and, in that case, 
will he not bp as happy as the just man in the next world, 
and is he not much happier than the just in the present 
life? 

Socrates acknowledges the difficulty of the question, 
and proposes to examine the nature of justice and injustice 
in a wider field, and on a larger scale. May not justice be 
predicated of a state, as well as of an individual? And, 
if so, \Vill it not -be more fully developed, and therefore 
more intelligible, in the former than in the latter ? Let us 
trace the rise of a state, and then we shall be able also to 
trace the rise of justice and injustice. 

Man, isolated from his fellow-men, is not self-sufficient. 
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Hence the origin of society, and of the state, which requires 
the concurrence of four or five men at le^ast, who establish 
the first elements of ? division of labour, which becomes:^ 
more minute as the members ^ the CfV"nmunity increase. 
Thus^the society c&iprises at first 'only husbandmen, 
builders, clothiers, shoemakers. To fhese are soon added 
carpenters, smiths, shepherds, graziers. Gradually a 
foreign 4rade arises, which necessitates increased pro- 
du6lion at home, in order to pay for the imported goods. 
PiouLuflion carried out on so large a scale, will call into 
existed _ a class of distributors, shops, and a currency. 
Thus the state requires merchants, sailors, shop-keepers, 
and hired labourers. 

A state, thus constitutevl, will be well supplied with 
the necessaries of life, if its members do not multiply too 
rapidly for its resources. But if it is to be supplied with 
the luxuries, as well as with the necessaries, of life, it 
must ^onfain in addition cooks, cbnfctTioncrs, barbers, 
a(flors, dancers, poets, physicians, (See. U will therefore 
require a larger territory, and this want may involve it in 
a war with its neighbours. But war implies soldiers, and 
soldiers must be carefully trained to their profession. 
Hence the state must possess a standing army, or class 
of Guardians. 

How are these Guardians to be sele(^l;ed, and what 
qualities must they possess?— They must be strong, swift, 
and br.ave ; high-spirited, but gentle ; and endowed with 
a taste for philosophy. 

But how mu'St they be educated.^ — In the first place, 
we must be very scrupulous about the substance of the 
stories which they arc taught in their childhood. Nothing 
derogatory to the dignity of the gods must be admitted 
in these tales. They must not be taught that the gods wage 
war against one another ; or that they break treaties ; or 
that they afTfli<fl men with misfortunes ; or that they appear 
in a variety of shapes on earth ; or that they mislead us by 
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B ) >K III Neither must they be encouraged 

to fear death, by being told that the future life 
As a gloomy one : ’ nof must the ch^tradlers of great men 
be represented to d^em in an unworthy, or ludicrous, or 
sensual light. On ^tlie contrary, truth, courage, and self- 
control must be inculcated by allj^,the stories that are' 
employed in their education. 

In the second place, the fonn^ in which the stories are 
conveyed, will greatly affe(fl the nature of th^ir influence. 
Poetry may be either purely imitative, as in the drama; 
or purely narrative, as in the dithyramb ; or a cbr.ipound 
of both, as in the epic. Now the same person cannot do, , 
or imitate, a great number of things successfully. Hence, 
if the Guardians are to stud^' imitation at all, they must 
only be allowed to imitate men of nigh and exalted cha- 
racter, 7'hc style in which such men speak and write is 
always simple and severe, and very sparingly interspersed 
with imitation. Suen, therefore, must be thp styl/3 in 
which the Guardians are to be permitted to speak them- 
selves, and in which the poets who superintend their 
education must be compelled to u^^ite. 

Again : stricfl regulations must be enforced wkh refer- 
ence to songs, harmonics, and musical instruments. No 
soft and enervating rhusic is to be admitted into the 
perfeCl state. All musical instruments must be excluded, 
with the exception of the lyre, the guitar, and the pipe. 
Similarly, all complex rhythms are to be prohibited, and 
only the simple ones retained. And the objeCl of all 
these regulations is to foster and develop in the minds 
of the pupils a sense of beauty, harmony, and proportion, 
which will influence their whole characfler, and all their 
intercourse with^onc another. 

Having thus discussed 7nusic^ in the Greek sense of 
the term, Socrates proceeds in the next pla^e to discuss 
gyjnnastic. The diet of the (Tuardians must be simple 
and moderate, and therefore healthy. This will make 
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them independent of the physician's advice, except under 
peculiar circumstances. And here we^ must remember 
/.hat it is a mistake to^^regard gymnastic'' as simply bearing,, 
the same relation to the bod'^ that ymsic»‘'does to the 
iftincb- Rather we ought to say that gymnastic develops 
•the spirited element of our nature.^ just as music de- 
velops the philosop^iic : and the great objec^l: of all 
education is to temper and blend these two elements 
together in just and harmonious proportion. 

^ Ab much "for the education and discipline of the 
Guard''_ns. Now, obviously, the magistrates of the state 
must be chosen out of this superior class. They must, 
ilidced, be the oldest, the most prudent, the ablest, and 
above all the most patriotic and unselfish members of the 
body. These are the true Guardians of the State ; the 
remainder are to be called Auxiliaries. And in order to 
convince the citizens of the wisdom and justice of this 
order of things, we must tell them a stor}’, to the efifecTt 
that /tliey' were all originally firshioned in the bowels of 
the earth, their commcwi mother ; and that it pleased the 
gods to mix gold in the composition of some of them, 
silver in that of others, iron and copper in that of others. 
The first arc to be Guardians, the second Auxiliaries, 
the third husbandmen and craftsn gn ; and this rule must 
be most carefull}^ observed and perpetuated, otherwise 
the state Avill most certainly perish. 

Finally, we must seleGt a camp within the city for this 
army of Guardians and Auxiliaries, in which they are to 
live a hardy, fn gal life, quartered in tents, not in houses, 
supported by the contributions of the other citizens, and, 
above all, possessed of nothing which they can call their 
own : otherwise they are almost sure to become wolves, 
instead of watch-dogs. 

Hereupon Adeimantus objecfls that the life - ly 
of this sele<?l body of Guardians will be any- 
thing but a happy one. 
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Perhaps so, replies Socrates y but that is not the 
question. The Cibjedl of the true legislator is to make 
the entire state, >\ ith its three classcfi of Guardians, Auxi- 
liaries, and Producers, a kuppy one. And this leads him 
to consider the duties of the Guardians. In the first 'fJlace, 
they must endeavour to remove any tendency to excessive 
wealth, or excessive poverty, in the other members of the 
state. In the second place, they must be on their guard 
against a too rapid increase ot territory. In the third 
place, all innovations in music and gymnastic musP be 
strenuously put down. All minor regulations may^' safely 
left to the discretion of the magistrates for the time being; 
and the religious rites and ceremonies must be referred 
to the decision of the Delphian Apollo. 

And now, having traced the rise of a state from first 
to last, Socrates returns to the question, ■ - What is justice.^ 
And in what part of the state arc we to look for it.^ 

The state, if it has been rightly organized, must be per- 
fcdfly good. If perfe(!:lly good, it must be wise, brave,‘lem- 
perate, and just. Hence, regarding the virtue of the state 
as quantity, made up of wisdom, courage, temper- 

ance, and justice, if wc can find three of these, we shall by 
that very process have discovered the nature of the fourth. 

The wisdom of tho^*statc ob\'iously resides in the small 
class of Guardians or Magistrates. 'The courage of the 
state, as obvioush', resides in the Auxiliaries, and consists 
essentially in e\ er maintaining a right estimate of what is, 
or is not, really formidable. 

7'hc essence of temperance is restraint. 'Fhe essence 
of political temperance lies in recognizing the right of 
the govxTning body to the allegiance and obedience of 
the governed, docs not reside in one particular class, 
like wisdom an4*courage, but is diffused throughout the 
entire state in the form of a common consent, or harmony, 
upon this subjecl. Thus we have found the three : where, 
then, is the fourth? 
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After eliminating wisdom, courage, knd temperance, 
there still remains a something which (iiables the other 
jthrcc to take root in the state, and preserves them inta(51 
therein. This something must.^ therefore, be ^’justice. It 
nmy.^be defined as thdt which teaches c tcrybody to attend 
Jo his own business without meddling in that of other 
people, -which fuses together the tliree classes in the 
state and keeps each in its proper place. Conversely, 
the essence of political injustice lies in a meddling, rest- 
less spirit i)efvading the^three classes, and leading each 
toTheddle with the offices, tools, and duties, of the other 
two. 

Let us apply these results to the individual man. 

What is found in the statfi must ‘be also found in the 
i ndividual. For how could it enter the state, except through 
the individual members of the state.^ Hence we should 
expeeft to find in the individual man three principles, cor- 
responding to the three classes of the state. Let us see 
whethdj this 'cxpeddation is well grofi^ided. 

Two contradklory impulses, co-existing in the mind, 
cannot proceed from the same source. A thirsty man 
is often unwilling to '^diik. Hence there must be two 
principles within him,— one prompting him, the other for- 
bidding him, to drink. The former proceeds from appetite 
or desire, the latter from reason. ^Wence we have at least 
two distinef elements in the soul, — one rational, the other 
irrational, appetitive, or concupiscent. 

In the same way we find ourselves obliged to dis- 
tinguish a third elcvient, which is the seat of anger, spirit, 
resentment, and may be called the spirited, or passionate, 
or irascible element. When there is any division between 
the rational mid the irrational principles, this tliird 
principle always an*ays itself on the ^idc of the for- 
mer. Thus wc have the rational, the spirited, and 
the concupiscent element in the individual, corresponding 
to the Ciuardians, the Auxiliaries, and the productive class 
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in the state. Hence, the individual is wise, in virtue of 
the wisdom of th rational element ; courageous, in virtue 
of the courage c ' the spirited element ; temperate, when 
the rational elemi„nt governs with the full consent of the 
other two ; and, inally, just, when each of the three 
performs its own proper work, without meddling with 
that of the others. And will not this inward harmony of 
the mind shew itself outwardly in the performance of all 
those atds which are ordinarily considered just, and in the 
studied avoidance of everything unjust? 

Injustice, on the other hand, disturbs and confounds 
the funedions of the three principles: and this destruc- 
tion of their concord and harmony shews itself externally 
in a variety of criminal acd.*^. Justice, then, is a kind of 
natural harmony, and healthy habit of mind; while injus- 
tice is a kind of unnatural discord and disease. And, if so, 
surely it is superfluous to inquire which of the two is the 
more profitable to the possessor. 

Having arrived at this point, Socrates hs pre seeding 
to describe the principal varieties of mental constitution, 
B OK \ political organization, when he is interrupt- 

ed by F^olemarchus and Adeimantus, who, with 
the concurrence of the rest of the party, beg him to ex- 
plain in detail the community of women and children, 
to which he had before briefly alluded. With great reludl- 
ance he complies with their request. 

The women, then, according to Socrates, arc to be 
trained and educated exacflly like the men. For the 
woman is just as capable of music and gymnastic as the 
man ; and, like him, she displays marked ability for a 
variety of pursuits, — the only difference being one of degree, 
not of kind, caused by the fadl that the woman is weaker 
than the man. Those women who give evidence of a 
turn for philosophy or war, are to be associated with the 
Guardians or Auxiliaries, are to share their duties, and 
become their wives, d’he connexions, thus formed, are to 
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be placed entirely under the control of tie magistrates, 
and san(flified by religious solemnities ; aril the children 
^re to be separated froni^heir parents, an« brought u]) in 
a sti-tc-establisjiment. tin this way, and ./nly in^this way, 
is it possible for the Guardians and Auxiliaries to lose all 
sense of private propert^^, and thus become conscious of a 
perfecfl unity of interest, which will preserve an unbroken 
harmony 'between these two bodies themselves, and be- 
tween the indivf^ual members of them. 

Socrates then proceeds to lay down rules for the 
early initeition of the children into the art of war; for the 
trtatment of the cowards and of the brave ; for the plunder- 
ing of the dead, and the erc<5fio^i of tro/rhies. 

Hereupon Adeimantus, while admitting that such a 
community of women an«l children is in many ways highly 
desirable, calls upon Socrates to shew, whether, and how 
far, such a state of things is praddicable. 

To tjiis Socrates replies by remiftding Adeimantus, 
that his'objecd throughout has been to sketch a perfect 
common wcaltli, in the full expetlation of discovering there- 
by the nature of justice. ^The possibility of realizing such 
a commonwealth in adlual pra(Tice is quite a second- 
ary consideration, which does not in the least affedf the 
soundness of the method, or the truti^ of the results. All 
that can fairly be demanded of him is, to shew how the 
imperfedl polities, at present existing, may bt^ brought 
most nearly into harmony with the perfeeft state which has 
just been described. ^ 

To bring about this great result, one fundamental 
change is necessary, and only one. The highest political 
power must, by some means or other, be vested in philo- 
sophers. To obviate the opposition which^his paradox is 
likely to encounter, let us inquire into the nature of the 
true philosopher. 

In the first place, the true philosopher is devotedly 
fond of wisdom in all its branches. And here we must 

sT 
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carefully distiiij uish between the genuine and the counter- 
feit lover of wi>doin. The point of the distindlion lies in 
this, that the fitter contents himself, for example, with 
the study of the v ariety of beautifijj objecfls with which we 
arc surrounded, whereas the former is never satish.,d till 
he has penetrateebto the essence qf beauty in itself. The 
intellectual state of the former may be described as opinioti^ 
that of the latter as real kfioiuIcdirL', or scu^/ict^y For we 
have two extremes, (t) real existence, apprehended by 
science, and (2) the negation of existence, or nonexistence, 
which is to the negation of knowledge, or ig;norance, 
what real existence is to science. Intermediate between 
real existence and ^^lonexistence stands phenomenal exist- 
ence; and intermediate between science and ignorance 
stands oi)inion. Hence we con(;.]ude that opinion takes 
cognizance of phenomenal existence. 'Fhose who study 
real existence must be called lovers of wisdom, or philoso- 
phers ; those who tudy phenomenal existence uiust be 
called lovers of opinion, not philosophers. 

Thus we have learned to distinguish bc- 
liooK V I. ^ . - I* • 1 -1 1 

tween genuine and counterfeit philosophers ; 

and, obviously, the former, if any, aix to be made the 
Guardians of a state. Now let us enumerate the charac- 
teristics of the truc^.philosophic disposition. They are, 

(1) an eager desire for the knowledge of all real existence ; 

(2) hatred of falsehood, and devoted love of truth; (3) con- 
tempt for the pleasures of the body ; (4) indifference to 
money ; (5) highmindedness and liberality ; (6) justice 
and gentleness ; (7) a quick apprehension, and a good 
memory; (8) a musical, regular, and harmonious dispo- 
sition. 

Here Adeimantus objetfts that, though he cannot deny 
the force of the arguments of Socrates, still, in prac^licc, 
he finds that the devoted students of philosophy always 
become eccentric and useless, if not entirely depraved. 

That is very true, replies Socrates ; but on whom are 
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we to lay the blame of such a state of t lings? Not on 
philosophy, but on the degraded condition (|' the politics and 
fhe politicians of the day * For, in the present stat(i of things, 
the<j:jcniiinc pljilosophii disposition is liable to l?e corrupt- 
ed b}^^\ variety of adverse influences; and when those who 
might have proved genuine philosopliers have been drawn 
a\vay from the ])ursuit of philosophy, their place is su]> 
plied by Ifands of worthless and incompetent students, wlio 
by their sophistry and abialirdities bring philosophy into 
general disrepute. The few who continue steadfast in their 
allegiance to philosophy, resign politics in disgust, and 
are well content if they can escape the corrupting effecfl of 
contacfl with the world. ^ 

How is this evil to be remedied?- -The state itself must 
regulate the study of pVielosophy, and must take care that 
the students pursue it on right principles, and at a right 
age. And now, surely, w'c may expe<5\ to be believed when 
we assc^'t that, if a state is to prosper, !t must be governed 
by jfliildsophers. If such a contingency should ever take 
place, (and why should it not?) our ideal state wall un- 
doubtedly be realized. So that, upon the w^holc, we come 
to this conclusion ; — The constitution just described is the 
best, if it can be realized; and to realize it is difficult, but 
not impossible. 

The inference, then, is clear: these true philosophers 
are the genuine Guardians of the ideal state. *And thus 
Socrates is led to resume tlie cjuestion of the education 

of the Guardians. He had before mentioned a number 

... 

of tests to which they were to be submitted, previous to 
their being invested with authority as magistrates. He 
now goes on to say that they must be exercised, besides, 
in a variety of studies, ascending grad|.ially from the 
lowest to the highest, m order to test still further their 
intellectlual and moral qualities. 

Ihit, what are these highest studies?- -The highest of 
ah is the study ol ‘the Good,’ whose possession is blindly 
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coveted by all pen, though none can give a clear account 
of its nature, vs it not obvious, then, that the Guardians 
of the state rnul't study this Goocl? P'or, without it, how 
can they perforn^ the duties of the/v station? 

What is this Good? asks Adeimantus. S ocr at con- 
fesses that he cannot answer tlic cfviestion definitely. He 
can only convey his notion of it by an analogy. In the 
world of sense we have the sun, the eye, visible objects : 
answering to which, we have*' in the intellcdiual world, 
the Good, Reason, the Forms or archetypes of 'visi- 
objedds, or, in the language of Socrates, IdeaS;' Or we 
may represent the same conception to ourselves more 
precisely thus. Tlfere arct two worlds,- — one visible, that 
is, apprehended by the eye ; the other intellcddual, that 
is, apprehended by the pure inCoIligcnce, Fach world 
comprises two subdivisions, wFich, proceeding from the 
most uncertain to the most certain, are, (A) in the visi- 
ble world, (i) Images, i.e. shadows, rcflccflior s, &c. ; 
(2) Objedds, i. e. all material things, whether animate or 
inanimate: (H) in the intcllcdlual world, (i) knowledge, 
attained by the aid of assumed premisses on w'hich all 
the conclusions depend, and employing by way' of illus- 
tration the second class of (A), e.g. Geometry ; (2) know- 
ledge, in the invcstig!ttion of which no material objects, 
but only the essential Forms are admitted, and in which 
hypotheses are used simply as a means of arriving at an 
absolute first principle, from which unerring conclusions 
may be deduced. Corresponding to tjiese four classes, we 
have four mental states, which, again proceeding from the 
most uncertain, arc {a) Conjecdurc, {b) Belief, [c) Under- 
standing, id) Reason. 

Book VI I d now, Socrates proceeds, to understand 

the real import of such an education as we 
have described, let us figure to ourselves a number of 
persons chained from their birth in a subterranean cavern, 
with their backs to the entrance of the cavern, and a fire 
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bvirning beliind them, between which ai |l the prisoners 
runs a roadway, flanked by a wall high e jough to conceal 
the persons who pass afong the road, w^filc it allows the 
shadows of tlyngs whfch they Cci^rry up^Jn thefr heads to 
be tHit)wn by the fire upon the wall of tlie cavern facing 
the prisoners, to whoili these shadows will appear the 
only realities. Now suppose that one of them has been 
unbound,*and taken up to the light of day, and gradually 
habituated to the objcfls Wound him, till he has learned 
really to appreciate them. Such a man is to the prisoners 
what the rightly-educated philosopher is to the mass of 
hMf-educated men. If he returns to the cavern, and 
resumes his old scat and ocCijpations; he will, at first, be 
the laughing-stock of the place, just as the philosopher is 
the laughing-stock of the multitude. But once rehabitu- 
ated to the cavern, his knowledge of the objeifls, which 
throw the shadows, will enable him to surpass the prison- 
ers on jtheir ^own ground. In the Sidne way, the philo 
sopher,*whcn once habituated to intercourse with the 
world, will surpass his worldly antagonists in the use of 
their own weapons. This wc must compel our Guardians 
to do. ^ 

To carry out the analogy still further, just as the whole 
body of the released prisoner was 'ui'ned round in order 
to bring his eye to look in the right direiflion, so the pur- 
pose of education is to turn the whole soul round, in order 
that the eye of the soul, or reason, may be dirccTcd to the 
right quarter. Ediu^ation docs not generate or infuse a 
new principle; it only guides and directs a principle al- 
ready in existence. 

How is this revolution of the soul to be brought 
about? — By the agency of studies which tend to draw 
the mind from the sensuous to the real, — from the visible 
to the invisible and eternal : and all pursuits which excite 
the mind to rcflccfl upon the essential nature of things 
will produce this result. The series of studies, of which 
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tills may be jVedicated, comprises, (i) Arithmetic; (2) 
Plane Geometih ; (3) Geometry of three dimensions ; (4) 
Astronomy", pursued abstractly ks a science of Motion 
(5) the science o^’ Harmonics ; (6) HialeClic,. or the science 
of real existence. 

Having finished the discussioie of the nature of right 
education. Socrates proceeds to lay down a few general 
rules for the selection of the persons on whom such an 
education is to be bestowed, hnd for thcMime of life at 
which each branch of it is to be taken up. Above all, 
the study of Dialectic must not be begun too early ; other- 
wise it will certainly be perverted to a bad use. And here 
the discussion of the jierfeCt state, and of the perfeCt man, 
terminates. 

At the beginning, of the eighth Book So- 
Book VITT. ^ , . , , , , 

crates resumes the subject, winch he had 

just commenced at the end of the fourth Book, when he 
was interrupted by Adeimantus and Polemarchus,^jiamcly, 
the principal varieties of mental constitution and political 
organization. 

All conceivable polities may Ije reduced to five great 
classes, represented by aristocracy, timocracy, oligarchy, 
democracy, and despotism or tyranny. Hence, there arc 
also five great classey. of individual charaClcr, correspond- 
ing to the five kinds of commonwealth. P'or (urges So- 
crates) the state is the produced of its individual citizens, 
and therefore the charailer of the former is to be traced 
in the charatfler of the latter. 

The pcrfecT state and the pcrfec^l man, i.c. aristocracy 
and the aristocratical man, have already been discussed. 
It remains to trace the origin, and describe the character, 
of the four inferior men and states. 

Everything that has had a beginning is liable to decay. 
Hence, in the course of time, divisions will arise between 
the three classes of the perfert commonwealth, and be- 
tween the members of the t.lasses themselves. The result 
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will probably be an accommodation betv.bcn the fndlion 
of the two higher classes, on the underst fnding that tliey 
%hall divide the property* of, the other citi ^ns, and reduce 
the* third class to the Jpondition bf slave Js or shrfs. The 
distinguishing feature of such a state will be the prepond- 
erance of the spirited element, shewn in a warlike, restless, 
and ambitious spirit ; whence Socrates calls it timocracy 
or timardhy, the government of honour. 

Corrcspondbig to this Istate, we have tlie timocratical 
man, in whom the spirited element and the love of honour 
arc also predominant, and whom we may represent to 
otirselves as the son of the aristocratical man, partially 
seduced, by evil influences, froni the pursuit of his father’s 
example. 

The love of wealth, which entered with timocracy, 
grows till it transforms timocracy into oligarchy, the 
essence of which consists in making political power de- 
pend u.^'jon a^property qualification. This is its grand vice ; 
and oftc consequence of it is that, in such a common- 
wealth, the extremes of wealth and poverty arc found side 
by side. The city is divided into two sec^lions, the rich 
and tha poor, who hate and plot against one another, 

.Similarly, wc may represent the oligarchical man to 
ourselves as the son of a timocratical man, whose career 
of ambition has been suddenly cut short, and whose son 
has consequently been deterred from the pin suit of ho- 
nour, and become devoted to the pursuit of gain. Like 
the oligarchical state, he is a prey to inward divisions, 
though he keeps up appearances, for the sake of improv- 
ing his prospeifts of success in the acquisition of wealth. 

The extra\’agant love of riches, which pervades the 
governing body in an oligarchy, gradually produces a 
dangerous class of poverty-stricken men, who at length 
appeal to arms, expel the rich, and establish an equality 
of civic rights, 'fin's is democracy. Liberty, degenerat- 
ing into licence, is the chief ictiture of such a state. 
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In the saiir^ way, the democratical man is one in 
whom the liceh lious and extravagant desires have expelled 
the moderate ^4>pctites and tJie®love of cfecorum, whick 
he inherilisd froiji his (ir!igarchica]i; father. Such a pan 
lives a life of enjoyment from day to d ay guided •by no 
regulating principle, but turning; from one pleasure ‘‘to 
another, just as the fancy takes him. All pleasures ai*e 
in his eyes equally good, and equally deserving fif cultiva- 
tion. In short, his motto is, ‘Iciberty anclj*i^quality.' 

The extravagant love of liberty, which marks demo- 
cracy, prepares the way, by a natural reaedion, for tyranny. 
The future tyrant is, at first, the selecfl champion of the 
commonalty in thc^contcst with the oligarchical fac^licfti. 
Gradually he becomes moVc and more powerful, and, if 
he is banished, soon returns witl^ an accession of influ- 
ence : next, he obtains a body-guard under specious 
pretences, and, finally, turns out a consummate tyrant. 

Lasflv, we come to the tyrannical man. 

bOOK IX. ^ 1 •, 1 r 1 • . .1 

He IS the true child of the dcmccratical 
man, — one in whom a single absorbing passion has gra- 
dually become predominant, which takes under its pro- 
tctlion all the lower appetites and desires, and pinisters 
to their gratification. He is full of all kinds of cravings, 
which he is ready to satisfy at the expense of the violation 
of every natural tic. Faithless, unjust, unholy, this tyran- 
nical man I is the destined tyrant of the tyrannical state. 

Now, as state is to state in point of happiness or 
misery, so is man to man. The aristocratical state is 
obviously the most virtuous and the hiippicst ; the tyran- 
nical state is confessedly the most wicked and miserable. 
Therefore the aristocratical man is the most virtuous and 
happy ; the tyrannical despot, the most wicked and 
wretched. 

Again : the soul of man contains, as we have found, 
three specific principles, the rational or wisdom-loving, 
the spirited or lionoiir-Iovii.j, and the appetitive or gain- 
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loving. There nre likewise three spec ::s of pleasure, 
corresponding to these three principles. Now the phi- 
tosopher extols wisdom iis the source of g ^eatest pleasure ; 
the?'/ambilious man, h niour ; the loN ta* of gain, wealth. 
Which of the three is right? Which of the three can 
judge most corrccTly? -Jbviously the philosopher ; because 
not only is he alone accjuainted practically with all the 
three cla'Sses of pleasure, but also the organ, employed 
in passing judgment, is eminently his. Therefore we 
conclude that the pleasures of wisdom occupy the first 
rank ; of honour, the second ; of riches, the third. There- 
fore, once again we find that wisdom, virtue, and happi- 
ness, are inseparable. 

Again : who can tell what pleasure really is, or know 
it in its essence, except the philosopher, who alone is 
conversant with realities? Hence we are justified in 
asserting that true pleasure can only be //itwi attained, 
when tbc souj is attuned to harmony i.ader the governance 
of the 'Wisdom-loving or rational ])rinciple. Hence the 
more reasonable is a desire, the more pleasurable is its 
gratification. That v'hich is most orderly and lawful, 
is also «anost reasonable. Now, the desires of the aris- 
tocratical man are the most orderly and lawful ; and 
therefore their gratification is att^mded with the most 
real pleasure. On the other hand, the desires of the 
tyrannical man are most remote from law and order ; and 
therefore their gratiheation is attended with a very inferior 
amount of pleasure. Hence, we find again that the aris- 
tocratical man is happier than the tyrannical. 

And now we are in a position to criticize the docTrine 
advanced by Thrasymachus, that it is for a man's advan- 
tage to be thoroughly unjust, so long as he can evade the 
penalties of his crimes by keeping up the appearance 
of justice. We may figure to ourselves the human soul 
under the pieflure of a man, a lion, and a many-headed 
serpentine monster, combinca together under a human 
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loim. This d ne, we may say to the man who declarh$ 
that it is exped '.nt to commit injustice, that, in efFe^l, he 
maiiiiains that i is expedient to starv^c and enfeeble the 
man, and lo fcas and strengthen t’ e lion and the. serpent. 
r>ut tliis is, unquestionably, a monstrous hypothesis. So 
tliat, all tilings considered, we conclude that it is best tor 
e\ erybody to be governed by a Just and divine principle, 
wliich ought, if possible, to reside in a man’s own soul ; but 
if not, it must be imposed from without, in order that har- 
inou)’ may prevail in our social relations, fi'orn the fadl of 
our acknowledging universally the authority of one master* 
'Fo maintain this inward and outward harmony will be 
the single objecl:! of the just man, who will model himself 
on the jiattern of this perfect commonwealth, which doubt- 
less exists in heaven, if not ujion earth. 

^ ^ In the tenth Book, Socrates resumes the 

subjeCl of poetry, and imitation generally. 
Wliat, he inquires, ij imitative art? 

'Take, by way of example, a bed or a table. We have, 
(i) the Form or archetype of a bed, created by God, {%) 
the bed itself, made by tlie manufaclurer, (3) the bed as, 
represented b}' the painter, which is a copy of the second, 
which, again, is a copy of tlie first. 

In the same way, the jjoet imitates, not the Forms, which 
are the only realities, but simjdy the phenomena of daily 
life, and the o})inions ]>revalent among the half-educated. 

Or, again, look at it thus. F.very manufac lured article, 
c. g. a bridle, gives occasion to three separate arts; of 
which, one teaches how to use tlie thing, another how to 
make it, the third how to imitate it. The user alone 
possesses a scioifijic acquaintance with the thing, and in- 
strucTs the maker how to make it ; the latter, therefore, 
possesses corredl opinion. On the otner hand, the imitator 
cannot be said to possess cither science or corrcc^l opinion, 
but only vague notions, about the things which he 
imitates. 
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Again : to what part of the mini does nitativc ai t ad- 
dress itself? Certainly ngt to the rationa element, whicli 
tis the noblest part of car nature; but o some niieuor 
element, which is al\ ays read> to givt way under the 
pressure of calamity, and is full of change and j^cjiurba- 
tfon, and which therch re offers, in return, the widest field 
for imitation. For a tranquil and sober tempei piesents 
sniall attraClion to the imitative poet, and will iu)t lepay 
the trouble of imitation, or be appreciated by those to 
whom the poet is wont to address himself. 

But, worst of all. Poetry we.ikens the mind b\ leading 
m to sympathize too deeply with the affliclions of others, 
and thus rendering us unfit to Ix-ai up imdci oui own 
troubles. Therefore wc are compelled, much against our 
will, to lay dosMi the rule, that only hymns in lionour 
of the gods, and eulogies of great men and noble actions, 
are to be admitted into the peifecl state. For it is no 
easy task to become a good man, and everything ^^lll^]l 
opposes out- progress in virtue must be sci ujiulously 
avoided. ' 

This subjetT concluded, .Socrates proceeds to discuss 
the r^v^ards of virtue, which arc infinitely enham ed 1)\ 
The consideration of the imniortalit) of the soul, ul \shieii 
he here, subjoins a short pi oof 

To everything there is a special vice or inhnnity 
attached, b\ which, .ind which alone, that thmg c.in be 
destroyed. Thus, blindness destio)s the evesight, mil- 
dew destroys corn, and lot destio\s tiinljcr. 1 he peculiar 
infirmities, attached to the soul, are injustice, intemper- 
ance, cowardice, ignoi ance. C,in these bung about the 
dissoluticni of the soul? No, certainly not: foi the\ can- 
not destro) the soul n/iniaLatdy^ as a disease destro)s 
the body ; though the) may be, mediately^ the cause of a 
man’s being put to death by other people ; wdiich is quite 
a different thing. Hut if wickedness cannot destroy the 
soul, nothing else i an : theic...*e me soul is immortal. 
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And now, h, viiig satisfied ourselves that justice is, in 
itself, the just n xifis best reward, we may fairly take into 
account the’ ho ours and emoluments which gods and 
men bestow upo. him. For we ci mot doubt that he is 
loved by the gods, and that all the dispensations of i^rovi- 
dence are designed for his good, even when they seem 
most adverse. And even men arc sure to love and honour 
him, towards the close of his life, if hot before. Still, all 
these rewards arc as nothing vvhen comp .red with those 
which afifcr death await the just. To illustrate this, So- 
crates narrates the fable of Er the son of Armenius ; and 
with this story the Republic closes. 
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BOOK I. 

I WENT down yesterday to the Piraeus with Glaucon the 
son of Ariston, to offer up prayer to the goddess, and also 
frcfm a wish to see how the festival^, then to be held for 
the first time, would be celebrated. I was very much 
pleased with the native Athenian procession ; though that 
of the Thracians appear :d to be no less brilliant. We had 
finished our prayers, and satisfied our curiosity, and were 
returning to the city, when Polemarchus the son of Ce- 
phalus caught sight of us at a distance, as we were on 
our wajt towairds home, and told his Servant to run and 
bid us wait for him. The servant came behind me, took 
hold of my cloak, and said, ‘ Polemarchus bids you wait.’ 
I turned round and asked him where his master was. 
‘ There he is,’ he replieu, ‘ coming on behind : pray wait 
for him.* ‘ We will wait,' answered Glaucon. Soon after- 
wards Polemarchus came up, with Adeimantus the brother 
of Glaucon, and Niceratus the son of Nicias, and a few 
other persons, apparently coming aw^y from the proces- 
sion. 

Polemarchus instantly began: Socrates, if 1 am not 
deceived, you are taking your departure for the city. 

You are not wrong in your conjedlure, I replied. 

Well, do you see what a large body we arc? 

Certainly I do. 

Then either prove yourselves the stronger party, or 
else stay where you are. 

^ This festival, as we iearn from a remark of Thrasymachus 
(marginal page 354), was in honour of Bendis, a Thracian god- 
dess, generally identified with Artemis. 
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No, I replied; there is still an alternative: suppose we 
persuade you ' hat you ought to let us go. 

Could you piossibly persuade us, if we refused to listen? 

Certainly nq^., replied Glaucon. 

Make, up yo> jr minds then that^jve shall refuse to listen. 

328 Here Adeimantus interposed, and said. Are you not 
aware that towards evening there will be a torch-race on 
horseback in honour of the godcf^^s? 

On horseback! I exclaimed: that is a novelty. Will 
they carry torches, and pass tliem on to ove another, 
while the horses are racing? or how do you mean? 

As you say, replied Polemarchus : b'esides, there will 
be a night-festival, which it will be worth while to look at. 
We will rise after dinner, and go out to see this festival; 
and there we shall meet with many of our young men, 
with whom we can converse. Therefore stay, and do not 
refuse us. 

Upon this Glaucon said. It seems we shall have to stay. 

Well, said I, if you like, let us do so. 

We went therefore home with Polemarchus, and found 
there his brothers Lysias and Euthydemus, and, along 
with them, Thrasymachus of Chalcedon, and Charman- 
tides the Paeanian, and Cleitophon the son of Aristonymus. 
Polemarchus’s father, Cephalus, was also in the house. I 
thought him looking very much aged ; for it was long 
since I had seen him. He was sitting upon a cushioned 
chair, with a garland upon his head, as he happened to 
have been sacrificing in the court. We found seats placed 
round him ; so we sat down there by his side. The moment 
Cephalus saw me, ne greeted me, and said, It is seldom 
indeed, Socrates, that you pay us a visit at the Piraeus : 
you ought to come oftener. If I were still strong enough 
to walk with ease to the city, there would be no occasion 
for your coming here, because we should go to you. But 
as it is, you ought to come here more frequently. For I 
assure you that I find the decay of the mere bodily plea- 
sures accompanied by a proportionate growth in my ap- 
petite for philosophical conversation and in the pleasure 
I derive from it. Therefore do not refuse my request, 
but let these young men have the benefit of your society, 
and come often to see us as thoroughly intimate friends. 

To tell y(^u the truth, Cephalus, I replied, I delight in 
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conversing with very old persons. For as they have gone 
before us on the road over which perhaps^ we also shall 
have to travel, I think we ought to try to Itarn from them 
i^hat the nature of that road is, — whether it be rough 
and difficult, or smooth and easv. Anf now that you 
havf arrived at that ptfriod of lite, which poets call ‘ the 
threshold of Age,’ there is no one whose opinion I would 
more gladly ask. Is 4 ./e painful at that age, or what 
report do you make of it? 

1 will certainly tell you, Socrates, what my own cxpe- 3^9 
rience of it is. I and a few other people of my own age 
are in the habit of frequently meeting together, true to 
the old proverb. On these occasions, most of us give 
way to lamentations, and regret the pleasures of youth, 
and call up the memory of amours and drinking parties 
anU banquets and similar proceedings. They are griev- 
ously discontented at the loss cf what ihey consider great 
privileges, and describe themselves as living well in those 
days, whereas now, by their own account, they cannot be 
said to live at all. Some also complain of the manner 
in which their relations insult their infirmities, and make 
this a ground for reproaching old age with the many 
miseriesr it occasions them. But in my opinion, Socrates, 
these persons miss the true cause of their unhappiness. 

For if old age were the cause, the same discomforts would 
have been also felt by me, as an old man, and by every 
other person that has reached that period of life. But, as 
it is, I nave before now met with several old men who 
expressed themselves quite in a different manner ; and in 
particular I may mention Sophocles the poet, who was 
once asked in my presence, ‘How do you feel about love, 
Sophocles? are you still capable of it?’ to which he re- 
plied, ‘ Hush ! if you please : to my great delight I have 
escaped from it, and feel as if I had escaped from a 
frantic and savage master.’ I thought then, as I do now, 
that he spoke wisely. For unquestionably old age brings 
us profound repose and freedom from this and other pas- 
sions. When the appetites have abated, and their force 
is diminished, the description of Sophocles is perfe<5lly 
realized. It is like being delivered from a multitude of 
furious masters. But the complaints on this score, as 
well as the troubles with relatives, may all be referred to 
one cause, and that is, not the age, Socrates, but the 
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chara<Sler, of ^the men. If they possess well-regulated 
minds and easy tempers, old age itself is no intolerable 
burden: if they are differently constituted, why in that 
case, Socrates, ftthey find even )ft3uth as irksome to thefil 
as old age. \\ f 

I admired these remarks of Cephalus, atid wishing^ him 
to go on talking, I endeavour^ to draw him out. by 
saying: I fancy, Cephalus, that people do not generally 
acquiesce in these views of yours, because they think that 
it is not your characfler, but your great wealth, that en- 
ables you to bear with old age. For the rich, it is said, 
have many consolations. 

True, he said, they will not believe me: and they are 
partly right, though not so right as they suppose. There 
is great truth in the reply of Themistocles to the Seri- 
phian who tauntingly told him, that his reputation ^as 
330 due not to himself, but Vo his country ; — ‘ I should not 
have become famous, if I had been a native of Seriphus ; 
neither would yon, if you had l 9 een an Athenian.’ And 
to those who, not being rich, are impatient under old age, 
it may be said with equal justice, that while on the one 
hand, a good man cannot be altogether cheerful under 
old age and poverty combined, so on the other, i\6 wealth 
can ever make a bad man at peace with himself. 

But has your property, Cephalus, been chiefly inherited 
or acquired? 

Have I acquired it, do you say, Socrates? Why, in 
the condu(fl of money matters, I stand midway'' between 
my grandfather and my father. My grandfather, whose 
name I bear, inherited nearly as much property as I now 
possess, and increased it till it was many times as large ; 
while mj" father Lysanias brought it down even below 
what it now is. For my part, I shall be content to leave 
it to these my sons not less, but if anything rather larger, 
than it was when it came into my hands. 

I asked the question, I said, because you seemed to me 
to be not very fond of money: which is generally the case 
with those who have not made it themselves ; whereas 
those who have made it, are twice as much attached to it 
as other peopl*:'. For just as poet§ love their own works, 
and fathers their own children, in the same way those 
who have created a fortune value their money, not merely 
for its uses, like other persons, but because it is their 
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own produ6lion. This makes them moreover disagree- 
able companions, because they will praise nothing but 
riches. 

It is true, he replied. 

Indeed it is, said I., But let me asl you une more 
question. Whcit do you think is the greatest advantage 
that you have derived from being wealthy 

If I mention it, he replied, I shall perhaps get few 
persons to agree with me. Be assured, Socrates, that 
when a man is nearly persuaded that he is going to die, 
he feels alarmed and concerned about things which never 
affedled him before. Till then he has laughed at those 
stories about the departed, which tell us that he whos^has 
done wrong here must suffer for it in the other world; 
but now' his mind is tormented with a fear that these 
stories may possibly be true. And ei^^her owing to the 
infirmity of old age, or because he is now nearer to the 
confines of the future state, he has a clearer insight into 
those mysteries. However that may be, he becomes full 
of misgiving and apprehension, and sets himself to the 
task of calculating and refleefting whether he has done 
any wrong to any one. Hereupon, if finds his life full 
of unjus>. deeds, he is apt to start out of sleep in terror, 331 
as children do, and he lives haunted by gloomy antici- 
pations. But if his conscience reproaches him with no 
injustice, he enjoys the abiding presence of sweet Hope, 
that ‘kind nurse of old age,^ as Pindar calls it. For 
indeed, Socrates, those are beautiful words of his, in 
which he says of the man who has lived a just and holy 
life, ‘ Sweet Hope is his companion, cheering his heart, 
the nurse of age, — Hope, which, more than aught else, 
steers the capricious will of mortal men®. There is really 
a wonderful truth in this description. And it is this 
consideration, as 1 hold, that makes riches chiefly valu- 
able, I do not say t^' every body, but at any rate to the 
good. P'or they contribute greatly to our preservation 
from even unintentional deceit or falsehood, and from 
that alarm which would attend our departure to the other 
world, if we owed any sacrifices to a god, or any money 
to a man. They have also many other uses. But after 
weighing them all separately, Socrates, I am inclined to 


* A fragment from a lost work of Pindar. 
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consider this service as anything but the least important 
which riches c^n render to a wise and sensible man. 

You have spoken admirably, Cephalus. But what are 
we to understand by that very Equality, justice, to whicfi 
you refefj? Arl; we to edefine it ^s neither more nor^less 
than veracity and restitution of what one m^n has received 
from another; or is it possible acflions of this very 
nature to be sometimes just and sometimes unjust? For 
example, every one, I suppose, would admit, that, if a 
man, while in the possession of his senses, wei\; to place 
dangerous weapons in the hynds of a friend, and after- 
wards in a fit of madness to demand them back, such a 
deposit ought not to be restored, and that his friend 
would not be a just man if he either returned the wea- 
pons, or consented to tell the whole truth td one 'so 
circumstanced. ^ 

You are right, he repliefi. 

Then it is no true definition of justice to say that it 
consists in speaking the truth and restoring what one has 
received. 

Nay but it is, Socrates, said Polemarchus, interposing, 
at least if we are af all to believe Simonides. 

Very well, said Cephalus, I will just leave thej* discus- 
sion to you. It is time for me to attend to the sacri- 
fices. 

Then Polemarchus inherits yqnr share in it, does he 
not? 1 asked. ^ 

Certainly, he replied, with a smile; and immediately 
withdrew to the sacrifices. 

<■' 

Answer me then, I proceeded, you that are the heir to 
the discussion ; — What do you maintain to be the correct 
account of justice, as given by Simonides ? 

That to restore to each man what is his due, is just. 
To me it seems that Simonides is ,right in giving this 
account of the matter. 

Well, certainly it is not an easy matter to disbelieve 
Simonides ; for he is a wise and inspired man. But what 
he means l3y his words, you, Polemarchus, may perhaps 
understand, thr.ugh I do not. It i^ clear that he does not 
mean what we were saying just now, namely, that pro- 
perty given by one person in trust to another, is to be 
returned to the donor, if he asks for it in a state of 
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insanity. And yet I conclude that property given in trust 
is due to the truster. Is it not } 

Yes, it is. 332 

But, when the person who asks for is not in his 
senses, it must not be r'^turned on any acf junt, must it? 

Tru?, it musi. not. 

Then it would seem that Simonides means something 
different from this, when he says that it is just to restore 
what is due. 

Most certainly he does, he replied ; for he declares that 
the debt of friend to friend is to do good to one another, 
and not harm. 

I understand : the person who returns money to a de- 
positor does not restore what is due, if the repayment on 
the one side, and the receipt on the other, prove to be 
injurious, and if the two parties are friends. Is not this, 
according to you, the meaning A Simonides? 

Certainly it is. 

Well: must wc restore to our enemies whatever hap- 
pens to be due to them? 

Yes, no doubt, — what is due to them : and the debt of 
enemy to enemy is, I imagine, harm ; because harm is at 
the sarrie time appropriate to such a relation. 

So then it would seem that Simonides, after the manner 
of poets, employed a riddle to describe the nature of jus- 
tice; for apparently he thought that justice consisted in 
rendering to each man that which is appropriate to him, 
which he called his due. But here let me intreat you to 
give me your opinion. Suppose that consequently some 
one had asked him the following question : ‘ That being 
the case, Simonides, what due and appropriate thing is 
rendered by the art called medicine, and what are the 
recipients?^ what answer do you think he would have 
returned us? 

Obviously he would have said that bodies are the reci- 
pients, and drugs, meats, and drinks, the things rendered. 

And what due and appropriate thing is rendered by the 
art called cookery, and what are the recipients? 

Seasoning is the thing rendered; dishes are the reci- 
pients. 

Good : then what is the thing rendered by the art that 
we are to call justice, and who are the recipients? 

If we are to be at all guided by our previous state- 
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ments, Socrates, assistance and harm are the things 
rendered, friends and enemies the recipients. 

Then, by justice, Simonides means doing good to our 
friends, and hann to our enemies, does he? 

I thinl so. . 

Now, in cases of illness, who is best able to do good to 
friends and harm to enemies, with reference to health and 
disease? 

A physician. 

And, on a voyage, who is best able to do good to friends 
and harm to enemies, with rc fercncc to the perils of the 
sea? 

A pilot. 

Well: in what transa6lion, and with reference to what 
objedl, is the just man best able to help his friends and 
injure his enemies? 

In the transa6\ions of war, I imagine, — as the ally of 
the former, and the antagonist of the latter. 

Good. You will grant, my dear Polemarchus, that a 
physician is useless to persons in sound health. 

Certainly. 

And a pilot to persons on shore. 

Yes. 

Is the just man, also, useless to those who are not at 
war ? 

I do not quite think that. 

333 Then justice is useful in time of peace too, is it? 

It is. 

And so is agriculture, is it not? 

Yes. 

That is to say, as a means of acquiring the fruits of the 
earth. 

Yes. 

And further, the shoemaker’s art is also useful, is it not? 

Yes. 

As a means of acquiring shoes, I suppose you will say. 

Certainly. 

Well then, of what does justice, according to you, 
promote the use or acquisition in time of peace? 

Of covenants, Socrates. 

And by covenants do you understand co-partnerships ; 
or something different? 

Co-partnerships, certainly. 
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Then is it the just man, or the skilful draught-player, 
that makes a good and useful partner in playing draughts? 

The draught-player. 

* Well ; in bricklaying aAd stonemasonry is the just man a 
moi^ useful and a bettef' partner ijian the jsegula<* builder? 

By Ro means-. 

Well then, in what partnership is the just man superior 
to the harp-player, in the sense in which the harp-player 
is a better partner than the just man in playing music? 

In a mfiney-partnership, 1 think. 

Excepting perjiaps, Polcmarchus, when the objedl is to 
lay out money ; as when a horse is to be bought or sold 
by the partners ; in which case, 1 imagine, the horse- 
dealer is better. Is he not? 

Apparently he is. 

*And again, when a ship is to be bpught or sold, the 
ship-wright or pilot is better. * 

It would seem so. 

That being the case, ^hcn does the opportunity arrive 
for that joint use of silver or gold, in which the just man 
is more useful than any one else? 

When you want to place your mone^y in trust and have 
it safe, $ocratfes. 

That is to say, when it is to be laid by, and not to be 
put to any use? 

Just so. 

So that justice can only be usefully applied to money 
when the money is useless? 

It looks like it. 

In the same way, when you want«to keep a pruning- 
hook, justice is useful whether you be in partnership or 
not ; but when you want to use it, justice give*' place to 
the art of the vinedresser? 

Apparently. 

Do you also mai»tam that, when you want to keep a 
shield or a lyre without using them, justice is useful ; but 
when you want to use them, you require the art of the 
soldier or of the musician? 

I must. 

And so of everyth kig else: justice is useless when a 
thing is in use, but useful when it is out of use ? 

So it would seem. 

Then, my friend, justice cannot be a very valuable thing 
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if it is only useful as applied to things useless. But let us 
continue the inquiry thus. Is not the man who is most 
expert in dealing blows in an encounter, whether pugilistic 
or otherwise, also most expert in parrying blows? ^ 

Certaihly. 

Is it not also true that whoever is expeVt in repelling* 
a disease, and evading its attack, is also extremely expert 
in producing it in others? 

I think so. 

334 And undoubtedly a man is well able to guard an army, 
when he has also a talent for stealing the enemy^s plans 
and all his other operations. 

Certainly. 

That is to say, a man can guard expertly whatever he 
can thieve expertly. 

So it would seem. 

Hence, if the just man is expert in guarding money, he 
is also expert in stealing it. 

I confess the argument points tnat way. 

Then, to all appearance, it turns out that the just man 
is a kind of thief; a dodlrine which you have probably 
learnt from Hornet*, with whom Autolycus, the maternal 
grandfather of Odysseus, is a favourite, because, as the 
poet says, he outdid all men in thievishness and perjury. 
Justice therefore, according to you, Homer, and Simonides, 
appears to be a kind of art of stealing, whose obje<5l, 
however, is to help one’s friends and injure one’s enemies. 
Was not this your meaning? 

Mpst certainly it was not, he replied ; but I no longer 
know what I did mean. However, it is still my opinion 
that it is justice to help one’s friends, and hurt one’s 
enemies. 

Should you describe a man’s friends as those who seem 
to him to be, or those who really are, honest men, though 
they may not seem so? And do vou define a man’s 
enemies on the same principle ? 

I should certainly expedt a man to love all whom he 
thinks honest, and hate all whom he thinks wicked. 

But do not people make mistakes in this matter, and 
fancy many persons to be honest who are not really 
honest, and many wicked who are not really wicked? 


® Reading <pv\d^a<r6ai Kal XaOeXt^, ouros, k. t. X. 
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They do. 

Then to such persons the good are enemies, and the 
Ijad are friends, are they not? 

Certainly they are. * 

A^d, notwithstanding? this, it is«just for/iuch p2;rsons at 
such times to htelp the wicked, and to injure the good. 

Apparently it is. ^ 

Yet surely the good are just, and injustice is foreign to 
their nature. 

True. 

Then, accordiQg t^o your <So< 5 lrine, it is just to do evil to 
those who commit no injustice. 

Heaven forbid it, Socrates : for that looks like a wicked 
dodfrine. 

Then it is just, said I, to injure the unjust and to assist 
the just. ^ 

That is evidently a better theory than the former, 

In that case, Polemarchus, the result will be that, in 
those numerous instanced in which people have thoroughly 
mistaken their men, it is just for these mistaken persons 
to injure their friends, because in their eyes they are 
wicked ij^^and to help their enemies, because they are good. 

And thu^ our statement will be in direci opposition to the 
meaning which we assigned to Simonides. 

That consequence certainly follows, he replied. But let 
us change our position^; for very probably our definition 
of frienc^aiid enemy was incorreef. 

What was our definition, Polemarchus? 

That a friend is one who seems to be an honest man. 

And what is to be our new definitioj"?? 

That a friend is one who not only seems to be, but 335 
really is, an honest man ; whereas the man who-^seems to 
be, but is not honest, is not really a friend, but only seems 
one. And I define an enemy on the same principle. 

. Then, by this way ^f speaking, the good man will, in all 
likelihood, be a friend, and the wicked an enemy. 

Yes. 

Then you would have us attach to the idea of justice 
more than we at first included in it, when we called it just 
to do good to our friend and evil to our enemy. We are 
now, if I understand you, to make an addition to this, and 
render it thus, — It is just to do good to our friend if he is 
a good maiij and to hurt our enemy if he is a bad man. 
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Precisely so, he replied; I think that this would be a 
right statement. 

Now is it the a<ft of a just man, I asked, to hurt any- 
body? ^ ' • 

Certailily it i.., he replied ; that, is to say, it is his |Juty 
to hurt those who are both wicked, and enfcmies of^iis. 

Are horses made better, or wor:^e, by being hurt? # 

Worse. 

Worse with reference to the excellence of dogs, or that 
of horses? 

That of horses. 

Are dogs in the same way made worse by being hurt, 
with reference to the excellence of dogs, and not of horses? 

Unquestionably they are. , 

And must we not, on the same principle, assert, my 
friend, that men, ,by being hurt, arc lowered in the scale 
of human excellence? 

Indeed we must. 

But is not justice a human excellence ? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

And therefore, my friend, those men who are hurt must 
needs be rendered less just. 

So it would seem. 

Can musicians, by the art of music, make men un- 
musical ? 

They cannot. 

Can riding-masters, by the art of riding, make p^en bad 
riders? 

No. 

But if so, can the just by justice make men unjust? In 
short, can the good by goodness make men bad ? 

No, it !3 impossible. 

True; for, if I am not mistaken, it is the property, not 
of warmth, but pf its opposite, to make things cold. 

Yes. 

And it is the property not of drought, but of its opposite, 
to make things wet. 

Certainly. 

Then it is the property not of good, but of its opposite, 
to hurt. 

Apparently it is. 

Well, is the just man good? 

Certainly he is. 
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Then, Polemarchiis, it is the property, not of the just 
man, but of his opposite, the unjust man, to hurt either 
friend or any other creature. 

You seem to me to be'perfedlly right, Socrates. 

I|ence if any one assorts that it^is just ty? render to every 
man bis due, ftnd if he understands by this, that what is 
due on tfhe part of the just man is injury to his enemies, 
and assistance to his t^iends, the assertion is that of an 
unwise man. For the docftrine is untrue; because we have 
discovered that, in no instance, is it just to injure any body. 

1 grant you are right. ,, 

Then you and I will make common cause against any 
one who shall attribute this do( 5 lrine to Simonides, or Bias, 
or Pittacus, or any other wise and highly-favoured man. 

Very good, said he; I, for one, am quite ready to take 
my share of the fighting. 

Pray do you know to whom# I refer*the authorship of 336 
this saying, that it is just to help our friends, and hurt our 
enemies ? 

To whom? 

I attribute it to Periander, or Perdiccas, or Xerxes, or 
Ismenias the Theban, or some other rich man who thought 
himself'Very powerful. 

You arc perfedlly right. 

Well, but as we have again failed to discover the true 
definition of justice and the just^, what other definition 
can one propose? 

Whil 5 we were still in the middle of our discussion, 
Thrasymachus was, more than once, bent on interrupting 
the conversation with objedbions; but he was checked on 
each occasion by those who sat by, Who wished to hear 
the argument out. However, when I had made this last 
remark and we had come to a pause, he could restrain him- 
self no longer, but, gathering himself ugv like a wild beast, 
he sprang upon us, as if he would tear us in pieces. I and 
Polemarchus were terrified and startled ; while Thrasy- 
machus, raising his voice to the company, said. What 
nonsense has possessed you and Polemarchus all this 
time, Socrates? And why do you play the fool together 

* ij diKOiOcriLfvri and rb dlKouav, justice in the abstracfl, and jus- 
tice in the concrete; or, justice as a quality, and justice as a 
relation. 
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with your mutual complaisance? No; if you really wish 
to understand what justice is, do not confine yourself to 
asking questions, and making a display of refuting the 
answers that are returned, (fon you are aware that it h 
easier to,, ask questions ^han to ai^swer them) ; but give us 
an answer also yoursel/, and tell us what you assertJifStice 
to be, and let me beg you to beware of defining it as jthe 
obligatory, or the advantageous, ^or the profitable, or the 
lucrative, or the expedient ; but whatever your definition 
may be, let it be clear and precise : for I will not accept 
your answer, if you talk such ^♦‘rash as that. 

When I heard this speech, I was astolinded, and gazed 
at the speaker in terror ; and I think if I had not set eyes 
on him before he eyed me, I should have been struck 
dumb®. But, as it was, when he began to be exasperated 
by the conversation, 1 had looked him in the face first: 
so that I was cn*^bled t«: reply to hifn, and said with a 
slight tremble ; Thrasymachus, do not be hard upon us. 
If 1 and Polemarchus are making mistakes in our ex- 
amination of the subjedi, be assured that the error is in- 
voluntary. You do not suppose that, if we were looking 
for a piece of gold, we should ever willingly be so com- 
plaisaiit to one dhother in the search a? to Spoil the 
chfiitce of finding it ; and therefore, pray do no< suppose 
that, in seeking for justice, which is a thing more precious 
than many pieces of gold, we should give way to one 
another so weakly as you deserfoe, instead of doing our 
very best to bring it to light. You, my friend, lAay thihk 
337 so, if you choose : but my belief is that the subjefl is 
beyond our powers. Surely then we might very reason- 
ably expecfl to be* pitied, not harshly treated, by such 
clever m^n as you. 

When he had heard my reply, he burst out laughing 
very scornfully, 2^ said : — O Hercules ! here is an instance 
of that mock-humility which Socrates affedls. I knew 
how it would be, and warned the company that you would 
refuse to answer, and would feign ignorance, and do any- 
thing rather than reply, if any one asked you a question. 

® Socrates alludes to a popular belief, that any one meeting a 
wolf would be deprived of speech, if the wolf happened to see 
him before he saw the wolf. Virgil refers to this superstition in 
a well-known passage, ix. 53. 
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Yes, you are a wise man, Thrasymachus, I replied ; and 
therefore you were well aware that, if you asked a person 
what fa<flors make the number 12, and at the same time 
warned him thus : ‘Pleaj»e to beware of telling me that 12 
is twice 6, or 3 times 4, or 6 times 2, or^^. timer> 3 ; for I 
wilf npt take «uch nonsense from you ; ’ — you were well 
aware, I dare say, that no one would give an answer to 
such an inquirer. But^suppose the person replied to you 
thus : — ‘Thrasymachus, explain yourself: am I to be pre- 
cluded from all these answers which you have denounced? 
What, my good sir ! even i^one of these is the real answer, 
am I still to be precluded from giving it, and am I to 
make a statement that is at variance with the truth? or 
what is your meaning?' What reply should you make to 
this inquiry? 

*Oh, indeed! he exclaimed; as if the two cases were 
alike ! 

There is nothing to prevent their being so, I replied. 
However, suppose they are not alike ; still if one of these 
answers seems the right one to the person questioned, do 
you think that our forbidding it, or not, will affecfl his de- 
termination to give the answer which he believes to be the 
correal one? ^ 

Do yOu not mean that this is what you are going to do? 
You will give one of the answers on which I have put a 
veto? 

It would not surprise’^lne if I did ; supposing I thought 
right to *110 so, after refledtion. 

Then, what if I produce another answer on the subjedl 
of justice, unlike those I denounced, and superior to them 
all? What punishment do you think you merit? 

Simply the punishment which it is proper for^the unen- 
lightened to submit to ; and that is, I conceive, to be in- 
strudled by the enlightened. This, th^n, is the punish- 
ment which I, among others, deserve to suffer. 

Really you are a pleasant person, he replied. But, be- 
sides being instrudled, you must make me a payment. 

I will, when I have any money, I replied. 

But you have, said Glaucon. So, as far as money is a 
consideration, speak ^on, Thrasymachus., We will all 
contribute for Socrates. 

Oh, to be sure ! said he ; in order that Socrates, I sup- 
pose, may pursue his usual plan of refusing to propound 
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an answer himself, while he criticizes and refutes the an- 
swers given by other people. 

My excellent friend, said I, how can an answer be given 
by a person who, in the first plare, does not, and confesses^ 
he does not, kii^pw what to answe^ ; and who, in the next 
place, if he has' any th<5ughts upon the si^bjedl, has been 
forbidden by a man of no common parts to give utterance 
338 to any of his fancies.'* No, it i^ more natural that you 
should be the speaker ; because you profess td know the 
subjedl, and to have something to say. Therefore do 
not decline; but gratify me^ by answering, and do not 
grudge to instrucfl Glaucon and the rest' of the company 
as well. 

When I had said this, Glaucon and the others begged 
him to comply. Now it was evident that Thrasymacjius 
was eager to speak, in order that he might gain glory, be- 
cause he thoughtMiimselS- in possession of a very fine an- 
swer. But he affedled to contend for my being the respon- 
dent. At last he gave in, and then said : This, forsooth, 
is the wisdom of Socrates ! He will not give instruflioii 
himself, but he goes about and learns from others, without 
ev^en shewing gratitude for their lessons. 

As for my leartiing from others, Thrasymachas, I re- 
plied, there you speak truth ; but it is false of y6u to say 
that I pay no gratitude in return. I do pay all I can ; and, 
as I have no money, I can only give praise. How readily 
I do this, if in my judgment a person speaks well, you will 
very soon find, when you make your answer : fon I expe<fl 
you to speak well. 

Then listen, said he. My dodirine is, that justice is 
simply the interest W the stronger. Well : why do you not 
praise m^? No, you refuse. 

Not so, I replied; I am only waiting to understand your 
meaning, which at present 1 do not see. You say that the 
interest of the stronger is just. What in the world do you 
mean by this, Thrasymachus.^ Yoti do not, I presume, 
mean anything like this, — that, if Polydamas, the athlete, 
is stronger than we are, and if it is for his interest to eat 
beef in order to strengthen his body, such food is for the 
interest of us ji^eaker men, and therefore is just. 

This is scandalous, Socrates : ybu understand my doc- 
trine in the sense in which you can damage it most 
easily. 
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No, no, my excellent friend: but state your meaning 
more clearly. 

So you are not aware, he continued, that some cities are 
j^verned by an autocrat, i.nd others by a democracy, and 
others by an aristocracy^ 

Ofcpurse I am. 

Iji every city does not superior strength reside in the 
ruling body ? 

Certainly it does. 

And further, each government has its laws framed to 
suit its own interests ; a derpocracy making democratical 
laws ; an autocrat* despotic laws, and so on. Now by this 
procedure these governments have pronounced that what 
IS for the interest of themselves is just for their siibjedls ; 
.and whoever deviates from this, is chastised by them as 
guHty of illegality and injustice. Therefore, my good sir, 
my meaning is, that in all cities ithe sante thing, namely, 
the interest of the established government, is just. And 
superior strength, I presicme, is to be found on the side of 
government. So that the conclusion of right reasoning is 
that the same thing, namely, the interest of the stronger, 
is everywhere just. 

Now I understand your meaning, and I will endeavour 
to make^but whether it is true or not. So then, Thrasy- 
machus, you yourself in your answer have defined justice 
as interest, though you forbade my giving any such reply. 
To be sure, you have made an addition, and describe it as 
the interest of the stronger. 

Yes ; quite a trifling addition, perhaps. 

It remains to be seen, whether it is an important one. 
But this much is certain, — that we are 'bound to examine 
into the correctness of your doClrine. For we b^th admit 
that justice is in harmony with interest: but you lengthen 
this into the assertion that justice is the interest of the 
stronger ; to which I demur. Therefore we are certainly 
bound to study the subjeCt. 

Pray do so. 

It shall be done. Be so good as to answer this question. 
You doubtless also maintain that it is just to obey the 
rulers? 

I do. 

Are the rulers infallible in each several city, or are they 
liable to make a few mistakes? 


339 
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No doubt they are liable to make mistakes. 

And therefore, when they undertake to frame laws, is 
their work sometimes rightly, and sometimes wrongly 
done.^ 4 

I should suppose so. 

Do ‘rightly’^ and ‘vt'rongly^ mean, respe(flively, legis- 
lating for, and against, their own interests.? Or how do 
you state it .? v 

Just as you do. 

And do you maintain that whatever has been enabled 
by the rulers must be obeyed by their subje^fs, and that 
this is justice? 

Unquestionably I do. 

Then, according to your argument, it is not only just to 
do what makes for the interest of the stronger, but alsp to 
do what runs counter to his interest, — in other words, Jthe 
opposite of the former, r. 

What are you saying? 

VI\i 2 iiyou say, I believe. But xlet us examine the point 
more thoroughly. Has it not been admitted that, when 
the rulers enjoin certain adls upon their subje(fls, they are 
sometimes thoroughly mistaken as to what is best for 
themselves ; and that, whatever is enjoined by Shem, it 
is just for their subjects to obey? Has not this been ad- 
mitted? 

Yes, I think so, he replied. 

Then let me tell you, that yoio’have also admitted the 
justice of doing what runs counter to the interest of the 
inaling and stronger body on every occasion when this 
body unintentionally enjoins what is injurious to itself, 
so long as you mai'atain that it is just for the subje(5ls to 
obey, in every instance, the injundlions of their rulers. 
In that case, O most wise Thrasymachus, must it not 
follow of course, that it is just to afl in diredl opposition 
to your theory? For, obviously, it is enjoined upon the 
weaker to do what is prejudicial to the interest of the 
stronger. 

Yes, indeed, Socrates, said Polemarchus; that is per- 
fedlly clear. 

No doubt, retorted Cleitophon, if you appear as a wit- 
ness in Socrates’ behalf. 

Nay, what do we want witnesses for? said Polemarchus. 
Thrasvmachus himself admits that the rulers sometimes 
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enjoin what is bad for themselves ; and that it is just for 
their subjecfls to obey such injun(5lions. 

No, Polemarchus ; Thrasymachus laid it down that to 
<fo what the rulers command is just. 

Y^, Cleitophon ; and also laid it down that tjie inter- 
est m the stronger is just. And Saving la^id down these 
two, positions, he further admitted that the stronger party 
sometimes orders its weafker subjeffs to do what is preju- 
dicial to its own interests. And the consequence of these 
admission® is, that what is for the interest of the stronger 
will be not a bit more just th^n what is not for his interest. 

But, said Cleitdphon, by the interest of the stronger he 
meant, what the stronger conceived to be for his own 
interest. His position was, that this must be done by 
•the. weaker, and that this is the notion of justice. ^ 

That was not what he said, replied Polemarchus. 

It does not matter, Polemarcdius, saM I : if Thrasy- 
machus chooses to state his theory in that way now, let 
us make no obje<flion to this doing so. 

Tell me, then, Thrasymachus: was this the definition 
you meant to give of justice, that it is what seems to the 
stronger* to b« the interest of the stronger, whether it be 
really for his interest or not? Shall we take that as your 
account of it? 

Certainly not, he replied : do you think 1 should call a 
man who is mistaken, at the time of his mistake, the 
stronger? 

Why I thought that you said as much, when you ad- 
mitted that rulers are not infallible, but do really commit 
some mistakes. 

You are a quibbler, Socrates, in argument : do you call, 
now, that man a physician who is in error about me treat- 
ment of the sick, with stri<fl reference to his error? Or do 
you call another an accountant, who makes a mistake in a 
calculation, at the tiiiic of his mistake, and with reference 
to that mistake? We say, to be sure, in so many words 
that the physician was in error, and the accountant or the 
writer was in error ; but in fa6l each of these, I imagine, 
' in so far as he is what we call him, never falls into error. 
So that, to speak with^precise accuracy, siAce you require 
such preciseness of language, no craftsman errs. For it 
is through a failure of knowledge that a man errs, and to 

a — 3 
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that extent he is no craftsman; so that whether as crafts- 
man, or philosopher, or ruler, no one errs while he adlually 
is what he professes to be: although it would be universally 
said that such a physician was in error, or such a ruler wis 
in erroii I n tjjis sense I would h^ve you to understand my 
own recent answer. But the statement, rf expressea with 
perfedl accuracy, would be, that a ruler, in so far as he is a 
ruler, never errs, and that, so l3ng as this is the case, he 
enacfls what is best for himself, and that this is what the 
subje(5l has to do. Therefore, as I began witii saying, I 
call it just to do what is for the interest of the stronger. 

Very good, Thrasymachus: you think* me a quibbler, do 
you? 

Yes, a thorough quibbler. 

Do you think that I put you those questions with a 
mischievous intent to damage your position in the argu- 
ment? ^ 

Nay, I am quite sure of it. However you shall gain 
nothing by it ; for you shall neither injure me by taking 
me unawares, nor will you be able to overpower me by 
open argument, 

I should not think of attempting it, my excellent friend ! 
But that nothing of this kind may occur ag^n, state 
whether you employ the words ‘ruler’ and ‘stronger’ in 
the popular sense of them, or in that stri(5l signification of 
which you were speaking just now, when you say that it 
is just for the weaker to do whaf is for the interest of the 
ruler, as being the stronger. 

I mean a ruler in the stri(5lest sense of the word. So 
now try your powers of quibbling and mischief : I ask for 
no mercy. But ydur attempts will be ineffedlual. 

Why, do you suppose I should be so mad as to attempt 
to beard a lion, or play off quibbles on a Thrasymachus? 

At any rate you tried it just now, though you failed 
utterly. 

Enough of this banter, I replied. ' Tell me this: is the 
physician of whom you spoke as being stridlly a physician, 
a maker of money, or a healer of the sick? Take care you 
speak of the genuine physician. 

A healer of the sick. 

And what of a pilot? Is the true pilot a sailor or a 
commander of sailors? 
commander of sailors. 
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There is no need, I imagine, to take into the account 
his being on board the ship, nor should he be called a 
sailor: for it is not in virtue of his being on board that he 
h^s the name of pilot, but* in virtue of his art and of his 
authority over the sailors^ 

Truet ’ 

Has not each of these persons an interest of his own? 

Certainly. 

And is it not the proper end of their art to seek and pro- 
cure what Is for the interest of each of them ? 

It is. ^ I 

Have the arts severally any other interest to pursue than 
their own highest perfe<n;ion ? 

What does your question mean? 

• Why, if you were to ask me whether it is sufficient for a 
maft’s body to be a body, or whether it stands in need of 
something additional, I should say. Certainly it does. To 
this facfl the discovery of the healing art is due, because 
the body is defed'live, and it is not enough for it to be a 
body. Therefore the art of healing has been put in re- 
quisition to procure what the interests of the body require. 
Should I be right, think you, in so expressing myself, or 
not ? ; • 

You would be right. 

Well then, is the art of healing itself defeeflive, or does 34 
any art whatever require a certain additional virtue; as 
eyes require sight, and cars hearing, so that these organs 
need a certain art which shall investigate and provide 
what is conducive to these ends: — is there, 1 ask, any 
defe6\iveness in an art as such, so that every art should 
require another art to consider its interests, and this other 
provisional art a third, with a similar funeftion, and so on, 
without limit? Or will it investigate its own interest? Or 
is it unnecessary either for itself, or for any other art, to 
inquire into the appropriate remedy for its own defe6ls be- 
cause there are no defedls or faults in any art, and because 
it is not the duty of an art to seek the interests of aught, 
save that to which, as an art, it belongs, being itself free 
from hurt and blemish as a true art, so long as it continues 
stridlly and in its integi^ty what it is? View the question 
according to the stri<5l meaning of terms, as we agreed : is 
it so or otherwise? 

Apparently it is so, he replied. 
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Then the art of healing does not consider the interest 
of the art of healing, but the interest of the body. 

Yes. 

Nor horsemanship what is g^od for horsemanship, but 
for hordes; nQ»- does ?ny other qirt seek its own in^rest, 
(for it has no wants), but the good of thafc to which as an 
art it belongs. 

Apparently it is so. 

Well, but you will grant,' Thrasymachus, that an art 
governs and is stronger than that of which it the art. 

He assented, with great ri*lu6lancc, to this proposition. 

Then no science investigates or enjoins the interest of 
the stronger, but the interest of the weaker, its subje^l. 

To this also he at last assented, though he attempted to 
shew fight about it. After gaining his admission, I pro-* 
ceeded : Then is it not also true, that no physician, in so 
far as he is a physiciaii, considers or enjoins what is for 
the physician’s interest, but that all seek the good of their 
patients? For we have agreed* 'that a physician stridfly 
so called, is a ruler of bodies, and not a maker of money; 
have we not? 

He allowed that we had. 

And that a pilot stridtly so called is a 'comipandcr of 
sailors, and not a sailor? 

We have. 

Then this kind of pilot and qommander will not seek 
and enjoin the pilot’s interest, but that of the sailor and 
the subordinate. 

He relu(flantly gave his assent. 

And thus, Thrasymachus, all who are in any place of 
command, in so far as they are rulers, neither consider nor 
enjoin tln;ir own interest, but that of the subje61;s for whom 
they exercise their craft : and in all that they do or say, 
they a<ft with an exclusive view to them., and to what is 
good and proper for them. 

343 When we had arrived at this stage of the discussion, 
and it had become evident to all that the explanation of 
justice was completely reversed, Thrasymachus, instead 
of making any answer, said, < 

Tell me, Socrates, have you a nurse? 

Why? I rejoined: had you not better%nswer my ques- 
tions than make inquiries of that sort ? 
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Why because she leaves you to drivel, and omits to 
wipe your nose when you require it, so that in consequence 
of her negle(fl you cannot even distinguish between sheep 
and shepherd. • 

what particular mason do you think so.'* 

Because you think that shepherds and herdsmen regard 
the*good of their sheep and of their oxen, and fatten them 
and take care of them with other views than to l^enefit 
their masters and themselves ; and you adlually imagine 
that the iulers in states, those I mean who are really 
rulers, are otherwise minded towards their subj edits than 
as one would feel towards sheep, or that they think of any- 
thing else by night and by day than how they may secure 
their own advantage. And you are so far wrong in your 
•notions respe<fling justice and injustice, the just and the 
unjust, that you do not know that the former is really the 
good of another, that is to say the interest of the stronger 
and of the ruler, but your own loss, where you are the 
subordinate and the servant ; whereas injustice is the 
reverse, governing those that are really simpleminded and 
just, so that they, as subjcdls, do what is for the interest 
of the unjust man who is stronger than they, and promote 
his happiness' by their services, but not their own in the 
least degree. You may see by the following considera- 
tions, my most simple Socrates, that a just man every- 
where has the worst of it, compared with an unjust man. 

In the first place, in their mutual dealings, wherever a 
just man enters into partnership with an unjust man, you 
will find that at the dissolution of the partnership the just 
man never has more than the unjust man, but always less. 
Then again in their dealings with the state, when there is 
a property-tax to pay, the just man will pay more and the 
unjust less, on the same amount of property; and when 
there is anything to receive, the one gets nothing, while 
the other makes great gains. And whenever either of 
them holds any office of authority, if the just man suffers 
no other loss, at least his private affairs fall into disorder 
through want of attention to them, while his principles 
forbid his deriving any benefit from the public money; 
and besides this, it i*^ his fate to offend his friends and 
acquaintances every time that he refuses to serve them at 
the expense of Justice. But with the unjust man every 
thing is reversed. I am speaking of the case I mentioned 344 
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just now, of an unjust man who has the power to grasp 
on an extensive scale. To him you must dire(5l your atten- 
tion, if you wish to judge how much more profitable it is 
to a man^s own self to be unjustHhan to be just. And you 
will lea^p this truth with the greatest ease, if you turmyour 
attention to the most consummate form of injustice, «vmich, 
while it makes the wrong-doer most happy, makes those 
who are wronged, and will not i^etaliate, most miserable. 
This form is a despotism, which proceeds not by small 
degrees, but by wholesale, in its open or frauduknt appro- 
priation of the property of others, whether it be sacred or 
profane, public or private; — perpetrating offences, which if 
a person commits in detail and is found out, he becomes 
liable to a penalty and incurs deep disgrace; for partial 
offenders in this class of crimes are called sacrilegious,- 
men-stealers, burglars, thieves, and robbers. But when a 
man not only sehes the property of his fellow-citizens but 
captures and enslaves their persons also, instead of those 
dishonourable titles he is called happy and highly favoured, 
not only by the men of his own city, but also by all others 
who hear of the comprehensive injustice which he has 
wrought. For when people abuse injustice, they do so be- 
cause they arc afr^ud, not of committing it, but of buffering 
it. Thus it is, Socrates, that injustice, realized on an ade- 
quate scale, is a stronger, a more liberal, and a more lordly 
thing than justice; and as I said at first, justice is the in- 
terest of the stronger; injustice, a^’thing profitable and ad- 
vantageous to oneself. 

When he had made this speech, Thrasymachus in- 
tended to take his departure, after deluging our ears like 
a bathingman with this copious and unbroken flood of 
words. Our companions however would not let him go, 
but obliged him to stay and answer for his dodfrines. 
I myself also was especially urgent^in my entreaties, ex- 
claiming, Really, my good Thrasymachus, after flinging 
us such a speech as this, are you intending to take your 
leave, before you have satisfadlorily taught us, or learnt 
yourself, whether your theory is right or wrong.? Do you 
think you are undertaking to seyle some insignificant 
question, and not the principles on which each of us 
must condudf his life in order to lead the most profitable 
existence ? 
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Why that is not a true statement of the case, in my 
opinion, said Thrasymachus. 

So it seems, I said, or else that you are quite indifferent 
about us, and feel no .cohcern whether we shall live the 
bett§^ or the worse for cur ignorance of what yo profess 
to know. But pray vouchsafe, my good sir, to impart 
your knowledge to us also : any benefit you confer on 345 
such a large party as we are will surely be no bad invest- 
ment. For I tell you plainly for my own part that I am 
not convinced, and that I do not believe that injustice is 
more profitable than justice^ even if it be let alone and 
suffered to work its will unchecked. On the contrary, my 
good sir, let there be an unjust man, and let him have 
full power to pra(!:lise injustice, either by evading detection 
•or, by overpowering opposition, still I am not convinced 
that such a course is more profitable than justice. This, 
perhaps, is the feeling of some others amongst us, as 
well as mine. Pray then convince us satisfaftorily, my 
highly-gifted friend, that we are not well advised in valu- 
ing justice above injustice. 

But how, said he, can I persuade you? If you are not 
convinced by my recent statements, what more can I do 
for you?' must I take the do6lrine and thrust it into your 
mind ? 

Heaven forbid you should do that : but in the first place, 
abide by what you sav^ or if you change your ground, 
change it openly without deceiving us. As it is, Thrasy- 
machus, (for we must not yet take leave of our former in- 
vestigations,) you see that having first defined the meaning 
of the genuine physician, you did not think it necessary 
afterwards to adhere strictly to the genuine shepherd. On 
the contrary, you suppose him to feed his sheep, in so far 
as he is a shepherd, not with an eye to what is best for 
the flock, but, like a votary of feasting who is going to give 
an entertainment, wi*;h an eye to the good cheer, or else 
to their sale, like a money-maker, and not like a shepherd. 
Whereas the only concern of the shepherd’s art is, I pre- 
sume, how it shall, procure what is best for that, of which 
it is the appointed guardian ; since as far as concerns its 
own perfeeflion, sufficiont provision is made, I suppose, 
for that, so long as it is all that is implied in its title : and 
so I confess I thought we were obliged just now to admit 
that every government, in so far as it is a government, 
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looks solely to the advantage of that which is governed 
and tended by it, whether that government be of a public 
or a private nature. But what is your opinion? do you 
think that the rulers in states, Who really rule, do so wilt- 

ingly? t , , 

No, I do not think it, I am sure of it. 

What, Thrasymachus, do you not observe that noione 
consents to take upon himself th? common state-offices, if 
he can help it, but that they all ask to be paid on the 
assumption that the advantages of their government will 
346 not accrue to themselves, but the governed? For answer 
me this question : Do we not say without hesitation, that 
every art is distinguished from other arts by having a dis- 
tin(flive faculty ? Be so good, my dear sir, as not to answer 
contrary to your opinion, or we shall make no progress. 

Yes; that is what distinguishes it. ‘ 

And does not t'ach of them provide us with some special 
and peculiar benefit? the art of healing, for example, giving 
us health, that of piloting safety Sit sea, and so on? 

Certainly. 

Then is there not an art of wages which provides us 
with wages, this being its proper faculty? Or do you call 
the art of healing*and that of piloting identical? ^r, if you 
choose to employ stri6\ definitions as you engaged to do, 
the fa<n of a man’s regaining his health while ailing as a 
pilot, through the beneficial effedl;s of the sea-voyage, would 
not make you call the art of the pilot a healing art, would it? 

Certainly not. 

Nor would you so describe the ait of wages, I fancy, 
supposing a person to keep his health while in the receipt 
of wages. 

No. i: 

Well then, would you call the physician’s art a mercen- 
ary art, if fees be taken for medical attendance? 

No. e 

Did we not allow that the benefit of each art was pecu- 
liar to itself? 

Be it so. . 

Then whatever benefit accrues in ciinmon to the pro- 
fessors of all arts, is clearly derived from a common pre 
of some one and the same thing. 

So it would seem. 

And we further maintain, that if these persons are bene- 
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fited by earning wages, they owe it to their use of the art 
of wages, in addition to that which they profess. 

He reluctantly assented. 

Then this advantage, tne receipt of pay, does not come 
to e^.ch from his own a*t, but, strClly considered, the art 
of healing produces health, and the art of wages pay ; the 
art* of house-building produces a house, while the art of 
wages follows it and produces pay; and so of all the 
rest ; — each works its own work, and benefits that which 
is its appointed objeCl. If, however, an art be practised 
without pay, does the proLssor of it derive any benefit 
from his art.^ 

Apparently not. 

Does he also confer no benefit, when he works gra- 
tuitously? 

Nay, I suppose he does confer benefit 

So far then, Thrasymachus, we see clearjy, that an art 
or a government never provides that which is profitable 
for itself, but as we saia some time ago, it provides and 
enjoins what is profitable for the subjeCl, looking to his 
interest who is the weaker, and not to the interest of the 
stronger. It was for these reasons that 1 said just now, my 
dear Tbrasyniachus, that no one will voluntarily take office, 
or assume the duty of correcting the disorders of others, 
but that all ask wages for the work, because one who is to 
prosper in his art never practises or prescribes what is best 
for himself, but only what is best for the subjeCt, so long as 
he aCts within the limits of his ait : and on these grounds, 
apparently, wages must be given to make men willing to 
hold office, in the shape of money or honour, or of punish- 
ment, in'ease of refusal. 

What do you mean, Socrates? asked Glaucon. 1 under- 
stand two out of the three kinds of wages : but, what the 
punishment is, and how you could describe it as playing 
the part of wages, I do not comprehend. 

Then you do not comprehend, I said, the wages of the 
best men, which induce the most virtuous to hold office, 
when they consent to do so. Do you not know that to be 
ambitious and covetous is considered a disg|race, and 
really is a disgrace? 

I do. 

For this reason, then, good men will not consent to 
hold an office of power, either for the sake of money or 
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for that of honour : for they neither wish to get the name of 
hirelings by openly exadling hire for their duties, nor of 
thieves by using their power to obtain it secretly ; nor yet 
will they take office for the sake of honour, for they are 
not ambitious. Therefore compulsion and the fear of a 
penalty must be brought to bear upon them, to make them 
consent to hold office ; which is probably the reason why 
it is thought dishonourable to accept power willingly with- 
out waiting to be compelled. Now the heaviest of all 
penalties is to be governed by a worse man, in case of 
one’s own refusal to govern ; and it is the fear of this, I 
believe, which induces virtuous men to take the posts of 
government ; and when they do so, they enter upon their 
administration, not with any idea of coming into a good 
thing, but as an unavoidable necessity, — not expedling to 
enjoy themselves in it, but because they cannot find any 
person better or no worse than themselves, to whom they 
can commit it. For the probability is, that if there were 
a city composed of none but good men, it would be an 
objedl of competition to avoid the possession of power, 
just as now it is to obtain it ; and then it would become 
clearly evident that it is not the nature of the genuine 
ruler to look to his own interest, but to that of the subjedl : 
so that every judicious man would choosQ to be the reci- 
pient of benefits, rather than to have the trouble of con- 
ferring them upon others. Therefore i will on no account 
concede to Thrasymachus that justice is the interest of 
the stronger. However we will resume this inquiry here- 
after, for Thrasymachus now affirms that the life of the 
unjust man is better than the life of the just man : and 
this assertion seems to me of much greater importance 
than the rther. Which side do you take, Glaucon.^* and 
which do you think the truer statement? 

I for my part hold, he replied, that the life of the just 
man is the more advantageous. 

348 T\id you hear, I asked, what a long list of attradfions 
Thrasymachus just now attributed to the life of the unjust 
man? 

I did, b^ut I am not convinced. 

Should you then like us to convince him, if we can find 
any means of doing so, that what he says is not true? 

Undoubtedly I should. 

If then we adopt the plan of matching argument against 
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argument,— we enumerating all the advantages of being 
just, and Thrasymachus replying, and we again putting 
in a rejoinder, — it will be necessary to count and measure 
fhe advantages which claimed on both sides; and 
eventually we shall want a jury to give a ji^erdi<5b between 
us : out if we proceed in our inquiries, as we lately did, 
by .the method of mutual admissions, we shall combine in 
our own persons the functions of jury and advocate. 

Precisely so. 

Which ^lan, then, do you prefer? 

The latter, he said. 

« 

Come then, Thrasymachus, said I, let us start anew, and 
oblige us by answering : Do you assert that a perfedl in- 
•justice is more profitable than an equally perfedl justice? 

^vlost decidedly I do ; and I have said why. 

Pray how do you describe thehi undS: another aspedl? 
Probably you call one of them a virtue, and the other a 
vice? 

Undoubtedly. 

That is, justice a virtue, and injustice a vice ? 

A likely thing, my facetious friend, when I assert that 
injustic^ is profitable, and justice the reverse. 

Then what do you say ? 

Just the contrary. 

Do you call justice advice? 

No; but I call it very egregious good nature. 

Then do you call injustice ill nature? 

No; I call it good policy. 

Do you think, Thrasymachus, that the unjust are posi- 
tively wise and good ? 

Yes, those who are able to pradlise injustice orxithe com- 
plete scale, having the power to reduce whole cities and 
nations of men to subjedlion. You, perhaps, imagine that 
I am speaking of tl^ cut-purse tribe ; and I certainly 
allow that even deeds like theirs are profitable if they 
escape detedlion : but they are not worthy to be consider- 
ed in comparison with those I have just mentioned. 

I quite understand what you mean : but I did wonder at 
your ranking injustice ^nder the heads of ^^irtue and wis- 
dom, and justice under the opposites. 

Well, I do so rank them, without hesitation. 

You have now taken up a more stubborn position, my 
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friend, and it is no longer easy to know what to say. If 
after laying down the position that injustice is profitable, 
you had still admitted it to be a vice and a baseness, as 
some others do, we should hav e had an answer to give, 
speaking accoi:ding to, generally received notions;, but 
now it is plain enough that you will maintain it to be 
beautiful, and strong, and will ascribe to it all the quali- 
ties which we have been in the habit of ascribing to justice, 
seeing that you have a<5lually ventured to rank it as a 
portion of virtue and of wisdom. 

You divine most corredlly, he said. 

Nevertheless, I must not shrink from pursuing the in- 
quiry and the argument, so long as I suppose that you 
are saying what you think: for if I am not mistaken, 
Thrasymachus, you are really not bantering now, -but 
saying what you think to be the truth. 

What difference does it make to you whether I think it 
true or not? Can you not assail the argument? 

It makes none. But will you endeavour to answer 
me one more question ? Do you think that a just man 
would wish to go beyond a just man in anything? 

Certainly not : for then he would not be so charmingly 
simple as he is. > 

Would a just man® go beyond a just line of cohdudl? 

' No, not beyond that either. 

But would he go beyond an unjust man without scruple, 
and think it just to do so, or would he not think it just? 

He would think it just, and would not scruple to do it, 
but he would not be able. 

Nay, that was not my question ; but whether a just man 
both resolves and desires to go beyond an unjust man, but 
not beyond a just man? 

Well, it is so. 

But how is it with the unjust man? V^ould he take 
upon himself to go beyond a just man and a just line ,of 
copdudl? 

® This is certainly not very intelligible, but it is difficult to 
detecTl a more satisfactory meaning in the ori^nal, which appears 
to be only a play upon words, probably not intended to be seri- 
ous. It may le as well to mention h^re, that we have not con- 
stantly preserved the same English rendering even for prominent 
Oreek words, when the sense appeared to be mote completely 
conveyed by varying the translation. 
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Undoubtedly, when he takes upon himself to go beyond 
all and in every thing. 

Then will not the unjust man also go beyond another 
ifhjust man and an unjust adlion, and struggle that he 
may Jiimself obtain mor%than any^one elsg? 

He will. • 

TJien let us put it in this form : The just man goes not 
beyond his like, but his unlike ; the unjust man goes be- 
yond both his like and his unlike ? 

Very well said. 

And further, the unjust nvm is wise and good, the just 
man is neither. 

Well spoken again. 

Does not the unjust man further resemble the wise and 
the good, whereas the just man does not resemble them? 

Why, of course, a man of a certain character must re- 
semble others of that characfler ; %rhercas*one who is of a 
different characffer will not resemble them. 

Very good : then the character of each is identical with 
that of those whom he resembles. 

Why, what else would you have? 

Very well, Thrasymachus : do you call one man musi- 
cal, and flnotlnsr unmusical ? 

I do. ^ 

Which of them do you call wise, and which unwise? 

The musical man, of course, I call wise, and the un- 
musical, unwise. 

Do you also say that wherein a man is wise, in that he 
is good, and wherein unwise, bad? 

Yes. 

Do you speak in the same manner of a medical man? 

I do. %, 

Do you think then, my excellent friend, that a musician, 
when he is tuning a lyre, would wish to go beyond a 
mi|sician in the tightening or loosening of the strings, or 
would claim to have the advantage of him ? 

I do not. 

Would he wish to have the advantage of an unmusical 
person ? 

Unquestionably he w^uld. ^ 

How would a, medical man adl? would he wish to go 350^ 
beyond a medical man or medical pradice in a question 
of diet? 
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Certainly not. 

But beyond an unprofessional man he would ? 

Yes. 

Consider now, looking at eve^i-y kind of knowledge and 
ignorante, whether you think ^.hat any scientific ^ man 
whatever would, by his own consent, chosse to do. or say 
more than another scientific man, and not the same .that 
one like himself would do in the same matter. 

Well, perhaps the latter view is necessarily the true 
one. I 

But what do you say to thie unscientific person? would 
he not go beyond the scientific and the ‘unscientific alike? 

Perhaps. 

And the scientific person is wise ? 

Yes. 

And the wise man is good. 

Yes. 

Then a good and a wise man will not wish to go beyond 
his like, but his unlike and opposite? 

So it would seem. 

But a bad and an ignorant man will go beyond both 
his like and his opposite. 

Apparently. • ^ 

Well then, Thrasymachus, does not our unjust man go 
beyond both his like and his unlike? was not that your 
statement? 

It was. 

But the just man will not go beyond his like, but only 
beyond his unlike? 

Yes. 

Consequently the just man resembles the wise and the 
good, whereas the unjust man resembles the bad and the 
ignorant. 

So it would seem. 

But we agreed, you know, that the chara6ler of each of 
them is identical with the chara(fler of those whom he re- 
sembles. 

We did. 

Consequently we have made the discovery, that the just 
man is wise ^nd good, and the i^njust man ignorant and 
bad. 

Thrasymachus had made all these admissions, not in 
the easy manner in which I now relate them, but relu(5l- 
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antly and after much resistance, in the course of which 
he perspired profusely, as it was hot weather to boot : on 
that occasion also I saw what I had never seen before — • 
T*hrasymachus blushing. ^'But when we had thus mutually 
agre^ that justice was part o^virtue gnd of wisdom, 
and injustice of Vice and ignorance, I proceeded thus: — 

Viiry good: we will ccj^isidcr this point settled: but we 
said, you know, that injustice was also strong. Do you 
not remember it, Thrasymachus? 

I do. In? replied ; but for my part T am not satisfied 
with your last conclusions, mid I know what I could say 
on the subjedl. liut if were to express my thoughts, I am 
sure you would say that I was declaiming. Take your 
choice then ; either allow me to say as much as 1 please, 

if you prefer asking questions, do so : and I will do 
with you as we do with old women wl^en they tell us 
stories: 1 will say ‘Good,’ and nSd my head or shake it, 
as the occasion requires. 

If so, pray do no violcifce to your own opinions. 

Anything to please you, he said, as you will not allow 
me to speak. What else would you hcive ? 

Nothing, I assure you: but if you wi^l do this, do so; 
and I wilj ask questions. 

Proceed then. 

Well then, I will repeat the question which I put to you 
just now, that our inqiy.ry may be carried out continu- 
ously ; namely, what sort of a thing justice is compared 3 
with injustice. It was said, 1 think, that injustice is more 
powerful and stronger than justice : but now, seeing that 
justice is both wisdom and virtue, and injustice is ignor- 
ance, it may easily be shewn, I imagine, that justice is 
likewise stronger than injustice. No one can nc^ fail to 
see this. But 1 do not wish to settle the question in that 
absolute way, Thrasymachus, but I would investigate it 
in the following manner : Should you admit that a city 
may be unjust, and that it may unjustly attempt to enslave 
other cities, and so succeed in so doing, and hold many 
in such slavery to itself? 

Undoubtedly I should: and this will be more frequently 
done by the best city, that is, the one thatf s most com- 
pletely unjust, than by any other. 

I understand, I said, that this is your position. But 
the question which I wish to consider is, whether the city 

3 
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that becomes the mistress of another city, will have this 
power without the aid of justice, or whether justice will 
be indispensable to it. 

If, as you said just now, justice is wisdom, justice muSt 
lend het aid ; t^t if it i^ as 1 said; injustice must len(^.hers. 

I am quite delighted to find, Thrasymachus, that you 
are not content merely to nod ^nd shake your head, but 
give exceedingly good answers. 

I do it to indulge you. 

You are very good: but pray indulge me so far as to 
say, whether you think thatr* either a city, or an army, or 
a band of thieves or robbers, or any other body of men, 
pursuing certain unjust ends in common, could succeed 
in any enterprize if they were to deal unjustly with one 
another.? 

Certainly not. 

If they refrain from such conduct towards one another, 
will they not be more likely to succeed? 

Yes, certainly. ’ 

Because, 1 presume, Thrasymachus, injustice breeds divi- 
sions and animosities and broils between man and man, 
while justice creates unanimity and friendship; does it 
not? 

Be it so, he said, that I may not quarrel with you. 

Truly I am very much obliged to you, my excellent 
friend : but pray tell me this ; — if the working of injustice 
is to implant hatred wherever it exists, will not the pre- 
sence of it, whether among freemen or slaves, cause them 
to hate one another, and to form parties, and disable 
them from adling together in concert ? 

Certainly. 

Well, 'and if it exist in two persons, will they not quarrel 
and hate one another, and be enemies each to the other, 
and both to the just ? 

They will. 

And supposing, my admirable friend, that injustice has 
taken up its residence in a single individual, will it lose 
its proper power, or retain it just the same? 

We will say it retains it. 

And does rot its power appear^to be of such a nature, 
as to make any subje(fl in which it resides, whether it be city, 
or family, or army, or anything else whatsoever, unable toadl 
352 unitedly, because of the divisions and quarrels it excites. 
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and moreover hostile both to itself and to everything that 
opposes it, and to the just? Is it not so? 

Certainly it is. 

Then, if it appears in aii’ individual also, it will produce 
all thpse its natural result: in the^first pla^e it wfll make 
him unable to aft because of inward strife and division ; 
in the next place, it wil^ make him an enemy to himself 
and to the Just, will it not? 

It will. 

And the*gods, my friend, are Just? 

We will suppose they are. • 

Then to the gods also will the unjust man be an enemy, 
and the Just a friend. 

Feast on your argument, said he, to your heart’s con- 
1 will not oppose you, or I shall give offence to the 
corhpany. ^ 

Be so good, said I, as to make* my entertainment com- 
plete by continuing to answer as you have now been 
doing. I am aware, imfeed, that the Just are shewn to 
be wiser, and better, and more able to ad than the unjust, 
who are indeed, incapable of any combined adion. Nay, 
we do njt speak with entire accuracy \jhen we say that 
any part)^ of ufijust men ever aded vigorously in concert 
together ; for, had they been thoroughly unjust, they could 
not have kept their liands off each other. But it is ob- 
vious that there was sorye Justice at work in them, which 
made them refrain at any rate from injuring, at one and 
the same moment, both their comrades and the objeds 
of their attacks, and which enabled them to achieve what 
they did achieve ; and that their injustice partly disabled 
them, even in the pursuit of their unjust ends, since those 
who are complete villains, and thoroughly unjust, •are also 
thoroughly unable to ad. I learn that all this is true, and 
that the dodrinc which you at first propounded is not true. 
But whether the just a4so live a better life, and are happier 
than the unjust, is a question which we proposed to con- 
sider next, and which we now have to investigate. N ow, 
for my part, I think it is already apparent, from what we 
have said, that they do : nevertheless, we must examine 
the point still more catefully. For we ar» debating no 
trivial question, but the manner in which a man ought to 
live. 

Pray consider it. 
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I will. Tell me, do you think there is such a thing as a 
horse’s fundion? 

I do. 

Would you, then, describe the fundlion of a horse, or bf 
anything else w-hatever^ as that \fork, for the accomplish- 
ment of which it is either the sole or the best instrument.^ 

I do not understand. 

Look at it this way. Can you see with anything besides 
eyes.^ 

Certainly not. 

Can you hear with anything besides c;ars? 

No. 

Then should we not justly say that seeing and hearing 
are the funblions of these organs.^ 

Yes, certainly. 

Again, you might cut off a vine-shoot with a carving 
knife, or chisel, or many other tools 

Undoubtedly. 

But with no tool, I imagine, so well as with the pruning 
knife made for the purpose. 

True. 

Then shall w^not define pruning to be the fyntTion of 
the pruning knife? 

By all means. 

Now then, I think, you will better understand what I 
wished to learn from you just no^^^, when I asked whether 
the fun^Lon of a thing is not that work for the accom- 
plishment of which it is either the sole or the best instru- 
ment ? 

I do understand, and 1 believe that this is in every case 
the fuiuTion of a thing. 

Very well : do you not also think that everything w^hich 
has an appointed function has also a proper vb'tuef Let 
us revert to the same instances ; we say that the eyes 
haye a fundUon? 

They have. 

Then have the eyes a virtue also? 

They have. 

And the ears : did we assign them a fundi ion ? 

Yes. ' ' 

Then have they a virtue also? 

They have. 

And is it the same with all other things? 
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The same. 

Attend then : Do you suppose that the eyes could dis- 
charge their own funCdion well if they had not their own 
proper virtue, ~™that virtu^' being replaced by a vice? 

H^w could they? Yoij mean, probably, if sight is re- 
placed by blindtiess. * * 

I. mean, whatever their virtue be ; for I am not come to 
that question yet. At present I am asking whether it is 
through their own peculiar virtue that things perform their 
proper fuif(^l:ions well, and through their own peculiar vice 
that they perform them ill ? • 

You cannot be wrong in that. 

Then if the cars lose their own virtue, will they executt^ 
their fun( 5 lions ill? 

Certainly. 

Ivlay we include all other things under the same pro- 
position? 

I think we may. 

Come, then, consider fhis point next. Has the soul any 
fundlion which could not be executed by means of any- 
thing else whatsoever? For example, could wc in justice 
assign superintendence and government, deliberation and 
the likej^to anything but the soul, or should we pronounce 
them to oe peculiar to it? 

We could ascribe them to nothing else. 

Again, shall we declare life to be a fun(flion of the soul? 

Decidedly. 

Do we not also maintain that the soul has a virtue? 

We do. 

Then can it ever so happen, Thrasymachus, that the 
soul will perform its fundlions well when destitute of its 
own peculiar virtue, or is that impossible? 

Impossible. 

Then a bad soul must needs exercise authority and 
superintendence ill, jind a good soul must do all these 
things well. 

Unquestionably. 

Now did we not grant that justice was a virtue of the 
soul, and injustice a vice? 

We did. 

Consequently the just soul and the just man will live 
well, and the unjust man ill? 

Apparently, according to your argument. 


354 
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And you will allow that he who lives well is blessed and 
happy, and that he who lives otherwise is the reverse. 

U nquestionably. 

Consequently the just man is happy, and the unjust mafi 
miserable 

Let us suppose them \o be so. 

But surely it is not misery, but happiness, that is advan- 
tageous. 

Undoubtedly. 

Never then, my excellent Thrasymachus, io injustice 
more advantageous than jiisti.ee. 

Well, Socrates, let this be your entertainment for the 
feast of Bendis^. 

I have to thank you for it, Thrasymachus, because you 
recovered your temper, and left off being angry with itv:. 
Nevertheless, I have not been well entertained; but that 
was my own fautf, and not yours : for as your gourmands 
seize upon every new dish as it goes round, and taste its 
contents before tliey have had a' reasonable enjoyment of 
its predecessor, so I seem to myself to have left the ques- 
tion which wc were at first examining, concerning the real 
nature of justice, before wc had found out the answer to 
it, in order to rusli to the inquiry whether this qnknown 
thing is a vice and an ignorance, or a virtue and a wisdom ; 
and again, when a new theory, that injustice is more pro- 
fitable than justice, was subsequently started, I could not 
refrain from passing from the other to this, so that at pre- 
sent the result of our conversation is that I know nothing: 
for while I do not know what justice is, I am little likely 
to know whether it is in fa<fl a virtue or not, or whether 
its owner is happy or unhappy. 


^ See the note on page i. 
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When I had made thc^e remarks I thought we had done 
with discussing : whereas it seems it was only a prelude. 
P'or Glaucon, with that eminent courage which he displays 
on all occasions, would n^t acquiesce in the retreat of 
Thrasymachus, And began thus: Socrates, do you wish 
really to convince us that it is on every account better to 
be just than to be unjust, or only to seem to have con- 
•aM’jaced us ? 

If it were in my power, I replied, 1 should prefer con- 
vincing you really. 

Then, he proceeded, you are not doing what you wish. 
Let me ask you: Is the^e, in your opinion, a class of good 
things of such a kind that we are glad to possess them, 
not because we desire their consequences, but simply 
welcoming them for their own sake? Take, for example, 
the fee^ngs of enjoyment and all thosc*pleasures that are 
harmless, and that are followed by no result in the after 
time, beyond simple enjoyment in their possession. 

Yes, I certainly think there is a class of this descrip- 
tion. 

Well, is there another class, do you think, of those 
which we value, both for their own sake and for their 
results? Such as intelligence, and sight, and health; all 
of which are welcome, 1 apprehend, on both accounts. 

Yes. 

And do you further recognize a third class of good 
things, which would include gymnastic training, and sub- 
mission to medical, treatment in illness, as well as the 
pracftice of medicine, and all other means of making 
money? Things like these we should describe as irksome, 
and yet beneficial to us; and while we should rejec!:! them 
viewed simply in themselves, we accept them for the sake 
of the emoluments, aj^d of the other consequences which 
result from them. 

Yes, undoubtedly there is such a third class also: but 
what then? 
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in which of these classes do you place justice? 

358 I should say in the highest; that is, among the good 
things which will be valued by one whb is in the pursuit 
of true happiness, alike for thejy own sake and for then- 
consequences. 

Then 'your opinion it not that of the lyiany, by Wnoin 
justice is ranked in the irksome class, as a thing which in 
itself, and for its own sake, is disagreeable and repulsive, 
but which it is well to practise for the credit of it, with an 
eye to emolument and a good name. , 

1 know it is so : and under this idea Thrasymachus has 
been for a long time disparaging justice and praising in- 
justice. But apparently I am a dull scholar. 

Pray then listen to my proposal, and tell me whether 
)'ou agree to it. Thrasymachus appears to me to havQ 
yielded like a snake to your fascination sooner than he 
need have done | but for. my part I am not satisfied as 
yet with the exposition that has been given of justice and 
injustice ; for I long to be told whgt they respedtively are, 
and what force they exert, taken simply by themselves, 
when residing in the soul, dismissing the consideration of 
their rewards and other conseq^ucnces. This shall be my 
plan then, if you nlo not objedt: I will revive ThSasyma- 
chus’s argument, and will first state the comm6n view 
respedling the nature and origin of justice ; in the second 
place, I will maintain that all who praddise it do so against 
their will, because it is indispensable, not because it is a 
good thing ; and thirdly, that they adl reasonably in so 
doing, because the life of the unjust man is, as men say, . 
far better than that of the just. Not that I think so my- 
self, Socrates ; only my ears arc so dinned with what I 
hear from Thrasymachus and a thousand others, that I 
am puzzleh. Now 1 have never heard the argument for 
the superiority of justice over injustice maintained to my 
satisfadlion ; for 1 should like to hear a panegyric upon it, 
considered simply in itself : and from 'you if from any one, 

I should expedd such a treatment of the subjedd. There- 
fore I will speak as forcibly as I can in praise of an unjust 
life, and I shall thus give you a specimen of the manner 
in which I wish to hear you afterwards censure injustice 
and commend justice. See whether you approve of my 
plan. 

Indeed I do ; for on what other subjedd could a sensible 
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man like better to talk and to hear others talk, again and 
again? ^ 

Admirably spoken ! So now listen to me while 1 speak 
oft my first theme, the natilre and the origin of justice. 

To commit injustice i'', they say, in its nature.^a good 
thing* and to suffer it an evil thing; but The evil of the 
lattcj* exceeds the good of the former ; and so, after the two- 
fold experience of both doing and suffering injustice, those 359 
who cannot avoid the latter and compass the former find 
it expedient to make a compa(fl of mutual abstinence from 
injustice. Hence arose legislation and contradls between 
man and man, add hence it became the custom to call 
that which the law enjoined just, as well as lawful. Such, 
they tell us, is justice, and so it came into being ; and it 
^nnds midway between that which is best, to commit 
injustice with impunity, and that which is worst, to suffer 
injustice without any power of r,italiatin^. And being a 
mean between these two extremes, the principle of justice 
is regarded with satisfacfcion, not as a positive good, but 
because the inability to commit injustice has rendered it 
valuable ; for they say that one who had it in his power to 
be unjust, and who deserved the name of a man, would 
never beTso w«ak as to contracfl with ahy one that both 
the partms should abstain from injustice. ^ Such is the 
current account, Socrates, of the nature of justice, and of 
the circumstances in which it originated. 

The truth of my second statement— that men praeflise 
justice unwillingly, and because they lack the power to 
violate it, will be most readily perceived, if we make a 
supposition like the following. Let us give full liberty to 
the just man and to the unjust alike, to do whatever they 
please, and then let us follow them, and see whether the 
inclination of each will lead him. In that case we shall 
surprise the just man in the a6l of travelling in the same 
direeflion as the unjus^ owing to that covetous desire, the 
gratification of which every creature naturally pursues as 
a good, only that it is forced out of its path by law, and 
constrained to respecfl the principle of equality. That 
full liberty of adbion would, perhaps, be most efifecTually 
realized if they were ii-^svested with a powcjf which they 
say was in old time possessed by the ancestor of Gyges 
the Lydian. He was a shepherd, so the story runs, in 
the service of the reigning sovereign of Lydia, when one 
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day a violent storm of rain fell, the ground was rent 
asunder by an earthquake, and a yawning gulf appeared 
on the spot where he was feeding his flocks. Seeing 
what had happened, and wondering at it, he went do^n 
into th© gulf, and^mqpg other «aarvellous objecfls h^ saw, 
as the legend relates, a hollow brazen horse, with windows 
in its sides, through which he looked, and beheld in the 
interior a corpse, apparently of superhuman size ; from 
which he took nothing but a golden ring off the hand, 
and therewith made his way out. Now when the usual 
meeting of the shepherds toccurred, for the purpose of 
sending to the king their monthly report of the state of 
his flocks, this shepherd came with the rest, wearing the 
ring. And, as he was seated with the company, he hap- 
pened to turn the hoop of the ring round towards him^f, 
till it came to the inside of his hand. Whereupon he be- 
360 came invisible fo his neighbours, who fell to talking about 
him as if he were gone away. While he was marvelling 
at this, he again began playingSvith the ring, and turned 
the hoop to the outside, upon which he became once more 
visible. Hav ing noticed this effecft, he made experiments 
with the ring, to see whether it possessed this virtue ; and 
so it was, that wlien he turned the hoop inwards ^e became 
invisible, and when he turned it outwards he was again 
visible. After this discovery, he immediately contrived 
to be appointed one of the messengers to carry the report 
to the king; and upon his arrival he seduced the queen, 
and, conspiring with her, slew the king, and took posses- 
sion of the throne. 

If then there were two such rings in existence, and if 
the just and the unjust man were each to put on one, it 
is to bet thought that no one would be so steeled against 
temptation as to abide in the pradlice of justice, and 
resolutely to abstain from touching the property of his 
neighbours, when he had it in his^ power to help himself 
without fear to any thing he pleased in the market, or to 
go into private houses and have intercourse with whom 
he woulcl, or to kill and release from prison according to 
his own pleasure, and in every thing else to adl among 
men with thq power of a god. Acid in thus following out 
his desires the just man will be doing precisely what the 
unjust man would do ; and so they would both be pur- 
suing the same path. Surely this will be allowed to be 



Book II.] THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO.' 43 

Strong evidence that none are just willingly, but only by 
compulsion, because to be just is not a good to the indi- 
vidual ; for all violate justice whenever they imagine that 
tfiere is nothing to hinder Jheni. And they do so because 
everj^one thinks that, in the individual case, injustice is 
much more profitable than justice; and they are right 
in so thinking, as the advocate of this dodlrinc will main- 
tain. For if any one having this licence within his grasp 
were to refuse to do any injustice, or to touch the property 
of others, ‘all who were aware of it would think him a 
most pitiful and irrational creature, though they would 
praise him before each other’s faces, to impose on one 
another, through their fear of being treated with injustice. 

And so much for this topic. 

But in actually deciding between the lives of the two 
persons in question, we shall be enabled to arrive at a 
correeft conclusion, by contrasting together the thoroughly 
just and the thoroughly unjust man, — and only by so 
doing. Well then, how arc wc to contrast them? In this 
way. Let us make no dcducftion either from the injustice 
of the uniust, or from the justice of the just, but let us sup- 
pose eac|i to be perfect in his own line oi condudL First 
of all then, the unjust man must a(^l as skilful craftsmen 
do. For a first-rate pilot or physician perceives the dif- 
ference between what is pra(flicable and what is imprac- 
ticable in his art, and while he attempts the former, he 361 
lets the latter alone ; and moreover, should he happen to 
make a false step, he is able to recover himself. In the 
same way, if we are to form a conception of a consum- 
mately unjust man, we must suppose that he makes no 
mistake in the prosecution of his unjust enterprises, and 
that he escapes detcdlion : but if he be found out, we must 
look upon him as a bungler ; for it is the perfeeftion of in- 
justice to seem just without really being so. We must 
therefore grant to the perfetlly unjust man, without any 
dedudlion, the most perfe6l injustice : and we must con- 
cede to him, that while committing the grossest ^(fls of in- 
justice he has won himself the highest reputation for jus- 
tice ; and that should he make a false step, he is able to 
recover himself, partly by a talent for speaking with effetfl, 
in case he be called in question for any of his misdeeds, 
and partly because his courage and strength, and his com- 
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mand of friends and money, enable him to employ force with 
success, whenever force is required. Such being our un- 
just man, let us, in pursuance of the argument, place the 
just man by his side, a man of •true simplicity and noble- 
ness, ronolved, as A".schylus^ saA^, not to seem, but \o be, 
good. We must certainly take away the seeming ; for if 
he be thought to be a just man, ^e will have honours^and 
gifts on the strength of this reputation, so that it will be 
uncertain whether it is for justice’s sake, or for the sake of 
the gifts and honours, that he is what he is.* Yes ; we 
must strip him bare of everything but justice, and make 
his whole case the reverse of the former. Without being 
guilty of one unjust a6l, let him have the worst reputation 
for injustice, so that his virtue may be thoroughly tested, 
and shewn to be proof against infamy and all its cenyu^ 
quences ; and let him go on till the day of his death, 
steadfast in his* justice, •but with a lifelong reputation for 
injustice, in order that, having brought both the men to 
the utmost limits of justice and*'of injustice respe(flively, 
we may then give judgment as to which of the two is the 
happier. 

Good heavens! my dear (jlaiicon, said I, h^w vigor- 
ously you work, scouring the two charadlers cle^qi for our 
judgment, like a pair of statues. 

I do it as well as I can, he said. And after describing 
the men as wc have done, there ^yill be no further diffi- 
culty, I imagine, in proceeding to sketch the kind of life 
which awaits them respe6lively. Let me therefore de- 
scribe it. And if the description be somewhat coarse, do 
not regard it as mine, Socrates, but as coming from those 
who commend injustice above justice. They will say that 
2 in such & situation the just man will be scourged, racked, 
fettered, will have, his eyes burnt out, and at last, after 
suffering every kind of torture, will be crucified ; and thus 
learn that it is best to resolve, not ti> be, but to seem, just. 
Indeed those words of Alschylus arc far more applicable 
to the unjust man than to the just. For it is in fad: the 
unjust nyin, they will maintain, inasmuch as he devotes 
himself to a course which is allied to reality, and does not 
live with an gye to appearances, tyho Ms resolved not to 
seem, but to be,’ unjust. 


^ Seven against Thebes, 574. 
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‘ Rea})ing a harvest of wise purposes, 

Sown in the fruitful furrows of his mind 
being enabled first of all to hold offices of state through 
Ills reputation for justice, ^ind in the next place to choose 
a wi^p wherever he will, c nd marry his children in^o what- 
ever family he pleases, to enter into contra6Is and join in 
partnership with any one he likes, and besides all this, to 
enrich himself by large profits, because he is not too nice 
to commit a fraud. Therefore, whenever he engages in a 
contest, whether public or private, he defeats and over- 
reaches his enemies, and by so doing grows rich, and is 
enabled to benefit his friends and injure his enemies, and 
to offer sacrifices and dedicate gifts to the gods in magni- 
ficent abundance : and thus having greatly the advantage 

the just man in the means of paying court to the gods, 
as well as to such men as he chooses, he is also more 
likely than the just man, as far as probabilities go, to 
enjoy the favour of heaven. And therefore they affirm, 
Socrates, that a better provision is made both by gods 
and men for the life of the unjust, than for the life of the 
just. 

When Glaucon had said this, before 1 could make the 
reply I vvas meditating, his brother Adeiniantus exclaimed. 
You surely do not suppose, Socrates, that the dodtrinc has 
been satisfadforily expounded. 

Why not, pray? said I. 

The very point which it was most important to urge has 
been omitted. 

Well then, according to the proverb, * May a brother be 
present to help one,’ it is for you to supply his deficiencies, 
if there are any, Dy your assistance. But indeed, for 
my part, what Glaucon has said is enough to prostrate 
me, and put it out of my power to come up to the rescue 
of justice. 

You arc not in earnest, he said; pray listen to the 
following argument also ; for we must now go through 
those representations which, reversing the declarations of 
Glaucon, commend justice and disparage injustice, , in 
order to bring out more clearly what I take to be his 
meaning. Now I apprehend that when parents and 
others set forth the duty of being just, and impress it upon 
their children or those in whom they feel an interest, they 
do not praise justice in itself, but only the respedfability 
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which it gives ; their objecfl being that a reputation for 
justice may be gained, and that this reputation may bring 
in the preferment, the marriages, and the other good 
things which Glaucon has just •told us are secured to the 
Just by his high charadler.^ And these pcrsons^carry 
the advantaged of a got)d name still further ; for, by intro- 
ducing the good opinion of the gods, they are enabled to 
describe innumerable blessings which the gods, they say, 
grant to the pious, as the excellent Hesiod tells us, and 
Homer too; the former saying, that the gods* cause the 
oak-trees of the just 

‘On their tops to bear acorns, and swarms of bees in the middle; 
Also their wool-latlen sheep sink under the weight of their 
fleeces^ 

with many other good things of the same sort : while* 
latter, in a similar passage, speaks of one, 

‘Like to a blameless king,* who, godlike in virtue and wisdom, 
Justice ever maintains; whose rich land fruitfully yields him 
Harvests of barley and wheat, i^hd his orchards are heavy 
with fmitage; 

Strong are the young of his Hocks; and tlie sea gives him 
fish in abundance'^’ 

But the blessings which Musaais and his*son ^umolpus 
represent the gods as bestowing upon the just, arc still 
more deletflable than these ; for they bring tficm to the 
abode of Hades, and describe J:hem as reclining on 
couches at a banquet of the pious, and with garlands on 
their heads spending all eternity in wine-bibbing, the 
fairest reward of virtue being, in their estimation, an ever- 
lasting carousal. Others, again, do not stop even here in 
their enumeration of the rewards bestowed by the gods ; 
for they tell us that the man who is pious and true to his 
oath leaves children’s children and a posterity to follow 
him. Such, among others, are the commendations which 
they lavish upon justice. The ungocily, on the other hand, 
and the unjust, they plunge into a swamp in Hades, and 
condemn them to carry water in a sieve ; and while they 
are still alive, they bring them into evil repute, and infliA 
upon the unjust precisely those punishments which 
Glaucon enum^^rated as the lot of tke just who are reputed 

^ Hesiod, Works and Days, 231. 

^ Hnmer, Odyssey, xix. 109. 
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to be unjust, — more they cannot. Such is their method 
of praising the one chara(flcr and condemning the other. 

Once more, Socrates, take into consideration another 
afid a different mode of speaking with regard to Justice 
and injustice, which we meet with both in •common life 364 
and in the poets. All as with one mouth proclaim, that 
to be temperate and just is an admirable thing certainly, 
but at the same time a hard and an irksome one ; while 
intemperance and injustice are pleasant things and of easy 
acquisition, and only rendered base by law and public 
opinion. But they say that honesty is in general less 
profitable than dishonesty, and they do not hesitate to 
call wicked men happy, and to honour them both in pub- 
lic and in private, when they are rich or possess other 
sources of power, and on the other hand to treat with dis- 
honour and contempt those who arc in any way feeble or 
poor, even while they admit that die lattci arc better men 
than the former. But of all their statements the most 
wonderful are those which relate to the gods and to virtue ; 
according to which even the gods allot to many good men 
a calamitous and an evil life, and to men of the opposite 
charadder an opposite portion. And there are quacks and 
soothsayers who flock to the rich man’s doors, and try to 
persuade him that they have a power at command, which 
they procure from heaven, and which enables them, by 
sacrifices and incantations performed amid feasting and 
indulgence, to make amends for any crime committed 
either by the individual himself or by his ancestors ; and 
that, should he desire to do a mischief to any one, it may 
be done^ at a trifling expense, whether the obje(^l of his 
hostility be a just or an unjust man ; for they profess that 
by certain invocations and spells they can pre^^ail upon 
the gods to do their bidding. And in support of all these 
assertions they produce the evidence of poets : some, to 
exhibit the facilities o^ vice, quoting the words — 

‘Whoso wickedness seeks, may even in masses obtain it 

Easily. Smooth is the way, and short, fo. nigh is her dwelling. 

Virtue, Heav’n has ordained, shall be‘ reached by the sweat of 
the forehead®,’ 

^ BXcf^ai, the emendation of Muretus, seems preferable to 
pXdyj/eiVf which is the reading of Bekker and the Zurich Edition. 

® flesiod, Works and Days, 287. 
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and by a long and up-hill road ; while others, to prove that 
the gods may* be turned from their purpose by men, 
adduce the testimony of Homer'*, who has said : 

• 

‘ Yea, even the gods (Jg yield to entreaty ; 

Therefore to them mc% offer both vicflir^s and meet: sup- 
plications, 

Incense and melting fat, and turn them from anger to niercy; 

Sending up sorrowful prayers, when trespass and sin is com- 
mitted/ 

And they produce a host 6f books \^ritten by Musasus 
and Orpheus, children, as they say, of Selene and of the 
Muses, which form their ritual, — persuading not indi- 
365 viduals merely, but whole cities also, that men may be 
absolved and purified from crimes, both while they^re 
still alive and t^en after their decease, by means of cer- 
tain sacrifices and pleasurable amusements which they 
call Mysteries: which deliver u^from the torments of the 
other world, while the neglecfl ot them is punished by an 
awful doom. 

When views like these, he continued, my dear Socrates, 
are proclaimed .'yid repeated with so much variety, con- 
cerning the honours in which virtue and vice ane respec- 
tively held by gods and men, what can we suppose is the 
effedl produced on the minds of all those young men of 
good natural parts who are abk, after skimming like 
birds, as it were, over all that they hear, to draw con- 
clusions from it, respe(fling the character which a man 
must possess, and the path in which he must walk, in 
order to live the best possible life? In all probability a 
young man would say to himself in the words of Pindar^, 
‘ Shall I •by justice or by crooked wiles climb to a loftier 
stronghold, and, having thus fenced myself about, live my 
life?’ For common opinion declares that to be just with- 
out being also thought just, is no tidvantagc to me, but 
only entails manifest trouble and loss ; whereas if I am 
unjust and get mys«lf a name for justice, an unspeakably 
happy life is promised me. Very well then ; since the 
outward semblance, as the wise inform me, overpowers 
the inward reidity, and is the sovereign dispenser of feli- 

® Iliad, ix. 497. 

' This passage is not found in Pindar’s extan* works. 
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city, to this I must of course wholly de^vote myself; I 
must draw round about me a picflure of virtue to serve as 
a. frontage and exterior, V^pt behind me I must trail the 
fox, of which that most clever Archilochus tells us, with 
its cuftming and shiftines^. Yes but, it will be otjedled, 
it is not an easy matter always to conceal one’s wicked- 
ness: No, we shall reply, nor yet is anything else easy 
that is great: nevertheless, if happiness is to be our goal, 
this must ^e our path, as the steps of the argument indi- 
cate. To assist in keeping up the deception, we will form 
secret societies and clubs. Tliere arc, moreover, teachers 
of persuasion, who impart skill in popular and forensic 
oratory ; and so by fair means or by foul, we shall gain 
our ends, and carry on our dishonest proceedings with 
impunity. Nay but, it is urged, neither evasion nor vio- 
lence can succeed with the gods. ^Wcll, laut if they either 
do not exist, or do not concern themselves with the affairs 
of men, why need we concern ourselves to evade their 
observation ? But if they do exist, and do pay attention 
to us, we know nothing and have heard nothing of them 
from any other quarter than the current traditions and 
the genealogies^ of poets ; and these ver>»authorities state 
that the gods are beings who may be wrought upon and 
diverted from their purpose by sacrifices and meek sup- 
plications and votive offerings. Therefore we must be- 
lieve them in both statements or in neither. If we are to 
believe them, we will adf unjustly, and offer sacrifices from 
the proceeds of our crimes. For if we are just, we shall, 366 
it is true, escape punishment at the hands of the gods, but 
we renounce the profits which accrue from injustice : but 
if we« are unjust, we shall not only make these gains, but 
also by putting up prayers when we transgress anti sin, we 
shall prevail upon the gods to let us go unscathed. But 
then, It is again obje6led, in Hades we shall pay the just 
penalty for the crimes*committed here, either in our own 

** The difticiilty of this passage, which appears to be fairly 
chargeable with confusion of metaphors, is increased by our 
ignorance of the fable of A|chilochus, to which re^rence is made 
by other writers as Well as Plato. It is probable, however, that 
the fox is here simply the emblem of selfish cunning, an applica- 
tion of which Archilochus set the first example in Greek 
literature. 
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persons or in those of our children’s children. Nay but, 
my friend, the champion of the argument will continue, 
the mystic rites, again, are verv powerful, and the absolv- 
ing divinities, as wo are toid by the mightiest cities, and 
by the sons of* the gods who have appeared as poe'.s and 
inspired prophets, who inform us that these things are so. 

What consideration, therefore^ remains which should in- 
duce us to prefer justice to the greatest injustice? Since 
if we combine injustice with a spurious decorum, we shall 
fare to our liking with the gods and with men, in this life 
and the next, according to the most (.numerous and the 
highest authorities. Considering all that has been said, by 
what device, Socrates, can a man who has any advantages, 
either of high talent, or wealth, or personal appearance, 
or birth, bring himself to honour justice, instead of smil- 
ing when he hears it praised ? Indeed, if there is any one 
who is able to shew the falsity of what we have said, and 
who is fully convinced that jus*^ice is best, far from being 
angry with the unjust, he doubtless makes great allowance 
for them, knowing that, with the exception of those who 
may possibly refrain from injustice through the disgust of 
a godlike nature or from the acquisition of genir.ne know- 
ledge, there is certainly no one else who is willingly just ; 
but it is from cowardice, or age, or some other infirmity, 
that men condemn injustice, simply because they lack the 
power to commit it. And the ti^jth of this is proved by 
the fa6l, that the first of these people who comes to 
power is the first to commit injustice, to the extent of his 
ability. 

And the cause of all this is simply that fadl, which my 
brother and I both stated at the very commencement of 
this address to you, Socrates, saying ; With much respedl 
be it spoken, you who profess to be admirers of justice, 
beginning with the heroes of old, of whom accounts have 
descended to the present generatioii, have every one of you, 
without exception, made the praise of justice and condem- 
nation of injustice turn solely upon the reputation and 
honour and gifts resulting from them : but what each is in 
itself, by its own peculiar force as it resides in the soul of 
its possessor^, unseen either by gbds oi> men, has never, in 
poetry or in prose been adequately discussed, so as to 
shew that injustice is the greatest bane that a soul can 
367 receive into itself, and justice the greatest blessing. Had 
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this been the language held by you all from the first, and 
had you tried to persuade us of this from our childhood, 
we should not be on the vnatch to check one another in 
the commission of injustjge, because every one w<^uld be 
his o^f n watchman, fearfuTlest by committifig injustice ho 
might attach to himself the greatest of evils. 

An this, Socrates, and perhaps still more than this, 
would be put forward respeefling justice and injustice, by 
Thrasymac^ius, and I dare say by others also ; thus igno- 
rantly reversing, in my opinj^n, the inherent efficacy of 
each. For my own part, I confess (for I do not want to 
hide anything from you) that I have a great desire to hear 
you defend the opposite view, and therefore I have exerted 
mysqlf to speak as forcibly as I can. So do not limit 
youT argument to the proposition, that justice is superior 
to injustice, but shew us what is tbat influence exerted by 
each of them on its possessor, whereby the one is in itself 
a blessing, and the other*, bane ; and dediuft the estima- 
tion in which the two are held, as Glaucon urged you to 
do. For if you omit to withdraw from each quality its 
true reputation and to add the false, we shall decLare that 
you are praisir^g, not the reality, but tRe semblance of 
justice, aifd blaming, not the reality, but the semblance of 
injustice ; that your advice, in fa(ft, is to be unjust without 
being found out, and that you hold with Thrasymachus, 
that justice is another iTian^s good, being for the interest 
of the stronger ; injustice a man’s own interest and ad- 
vantage, but against the interest of the weaker. Since 
then you have allowed that justice belongs to the highest 
class of good things, the possession of which is valuable, 
both for the sake of their results, and also in ^ higher 
degree for their own sake, — such as sight, hearing, intelli- 
gence, health, and everything else which is genuinely 
good in its own nature and not merely reputed to be 
good, — selecft for commendation this particular feature of 
justice, I mean the benefit which in itself it confers on its 
possessor, in contrast with the harm v^iich injustice in- 
fli(fts. The rewards and reputations leave to others to 
praise ; because in others I can tolerate this mode of 
praising justice and condemning injustice, wRich consists 
in eulogizing or reviling the reputations and the rewards 
which arc connected with them ; but in you I cannot, 
unless you require it, because you have spent your whole 
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life in investigating such questions, and such only. There- 
fore do not content yourself with proving to us that justice 
is better than injustice ; but shrw us what is that influence 
exertec? by each on its possessor, by v/hich, whether gods 
and men see h or nof, the one is in itsejf a blessinj^h and 
the other a bane. 

68 Much as I had alw'ays admired the talents both of 
Glaucon and Adeimantus, I confess that on tips occasion 
I was cpiite charmed with Ayhat I had heard ; so I said : 
Fitly indeed did Glaucon’s admirer address you, ye sons 
of the man there named, in the first line of his elegiac 
poem, after you had distinguished yourselves in the battle 
of Megara, saying : 

‘ Race of famous man, ye godlike sons of Ariston.’ 

There seems to me to be great truth in this epithet, my 
friends : for there is somethingfdruly god-like in the state 
of your minds, if you are not convinced that injustice is 
better than justice, when you can plead its cause so well, 
1 do believe that you really are not convinced of it. But 
I infer it from /jur general charadler ; for judging merely 
from your statements I should have distrusted* you : but 
the more 1 place confidence in you, the more I am per- 
plexed how to deal with the case ; for though I do not 
know how I am to render assistance, having learnt how 
unequal 1 am to the task from your reje(flion of my answer 
to Thrasymachus, wherein I imagined that J had demon- 
strated that justice is better than injustice ; yet, on the 
other hand, I dare not refuse my assistance : because 
I am afraid that it might be positively sinful in me, when 
1 hear Justice evil spoken of in my presence, to lose heart 
and desert her, so long as breath and utterance are left in 
me. My best plan, therefore, is to succour her in such 
fashion as I can. 

Thereupon Glaucon, and all the rest with him, requested 
me by all means to give my assistance, and not to let the 
conversation drop, but thoroughly to investigate the real 
nature of justice and injustice;^ and which is the true 
dodlrine wit^ regard to their respeeflive advantages. So 
I said what I really felt : The inquiry we are undertaking 
is no trivial one, but demands a keen sight, according to 
my notion of it. Therefore, since I am not a clever per- 
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son, I think we had better adopt a mode of inquiry which 
may be thus illustrated. Suppose we had been ordered 
to read small writing at a distance, not having very good 
eye-sight, and that one oi us discovered that the same 
writing was to be found ^mewhere else in larger. letters, 
and fipon a larger space, we should have looked upon 
it as a piece of luck, I imagine, that wc could read the 
latter first, and then examine the smaller, and observe 
whether the two were alike. 

Undoubtedly we should, said Adeimantus ; but what 
parallel can you see to this, S^ocrates, in our inquiry after 
justice • 

I will tell you, I replied. We speak of justice as re- 
siding in an individual mind, and as residing also in an 
entir.e city, do wc not.^ 

Certainly we do, he said. 

Well, a city is larger than one i»an. 

It is. 

Perhaps, then, justice way exist in larger proportions in 
the greater subject, and thus be easier to discover; so, if 369 
you please, let us first investigate its chararfter in cities ; 
afterwards let us apply the same inquiry to the individual, 
looking Hir the, counterpart of the greater as it exists in 
the form 6f the less. 

Indeed, he said, I think your plan is a good one. 

If then wc were to trace in thought the gradual forma- 
tion of a city, should w? also see the growth of its justice 
or of its injustice? 

Perhaps we should. 

Then, if this were done, might we not hope to see more 
easily the objecfl of our search? 

Yes, much more easily. ^ 

Is it your advice, then, that we should attempt to carry 
out our plan? It is no trifling task, I imagine ; therefore 
consider it well. 

Wc have considered it, said Adeimantus ; yes, do so by 
all means. 

Well then, I prodeeded, the formation of a city is due, 
as I imagine, to this fadj, that we are not individually in- 
dependent, but have many wants. Or woulT.l you assign 
any other cause for the founding of cities? 

No, I agree v;ith you, he replied. 
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Thus it is, then, that owing to our many wants, and 
because each seeks the aid of others to supply his various 
requirements, wc gather many associates and helpers into 
one dwelling-place, and givecto this joint dwelling the 
name qf city. Is it so? 

Undoubtedly. * , 

And every one who gives or takes in exchange, what- 
ever it be that he exchanges, dots so from a belief that he 
is consulting his own interest. 

Certainly. 

Now then, let us constriufj; our imaginary city from the 
beginning. It will owe its constru(flioiT, it appears, to our 
natural wants. 

Unquestionably. 

Well, but the first and most pressing of all wants is that 
of sustenance to enable us to exist as living creatures. ' 

Most decidedly. f 

Our second want would be that of a house, and our 
third that of clothing and the like. 

True. 

Then let us know what will render our city adequate to 
the supply of so many things. Must wc not begin with a 
husbandman fof- one, and a house-builder, anti besides 
these a weaver? Will these suffice, or shall \^fe add to 
them a shoemaker, and perhaps one or two more of the 
class of people who minister to our bodily wants? 

By all means, 

Then the smallest possible city will consist of four or 
five men. 

So we see. 

To proceed then ; ought each of these to place his own 
work at the disposal of the community, so that the single 
husbandman, for example, shall provide food for four, 
spending four times the amount of time and labour upon 
the preparation of food, and sharing it with others ; or 
370 must he be regardless of them, and produce for his own 
consumption alone the fourth part of this quantity of food, 
in a fourth part bf the time, spending the other three 
parts, one in making his house, another in procuring 
himself clothes, and the third in^ providing himself with 
shoes, saving himself the trouble of sharing with others, 
and doing his own business by himself, and for him- 
self' 
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To this Adeimantus replied, Well, Socrates, perhaps 
the former plan is the easier of the two. 

Really, I said, it is not improbable; for I recolle<fl, 
myself, after your answer, that, in the first place, no 
two persons are born e.^c^ly alike, but each differs from 
each •in natural, endown^nts, one being suited for one 
occupation, and another for another. Do you not think 
so ?* 

I do. 

Well ; \vhen is a man likely to succeed best ? When 
he divides his exertions among many trades, or when he 
devotes himself e 3 *clusively to one? 

When he devotes himself to one. 

Again, it is also clear, I imagine, that if a person lets 
the right moment for any work go by, it never returns. 

ft is quite clear. 

For the thing to be done doe%not choose, I imagine, 
to tarry the leisure of the doer, but the doer must be at 
the beck of the thing tc^ be done, and not treat it as a 
secondary affair. 

He must. 

f'rom these considerations it follows, that all things will 
be prodteed iji superior quantity and i^uality, and with 
greater ^ase, when each man works at a single occupa- 
tion, in accordance with his natural gifts, and at the right 
moment, without meddling with anything else. 

Unquestionably. 

More than four citizens, then, Adeimantus, are needed 
to provide the requisites which we named. For the hus- 
bandman, it appears, will not make his own plough, if it 
is to be a good one, nor his mattock, nor any of the other 
tools employed in agriculture. No more will the builder 
make the numerous tools which he also required : and so 
of the weaver and the shoemaker. 

True. ^ 

Then we shall have carpenters and smiths, and many 
other artisans of the kind, who will become members of 
our little state, and create a populatiofl. 

Certainly. 

Still it will not yet l^e very large, supposing we add to 
them neatherds and shepherds, and the resf of that class, 
in order that the husbandmen may have oxen for plough- 
ing, and the house-builders- as well as the husbandmen. 
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beasts of burden for draught, and the weavers and shoe- 
makers wool and leather. 

It will not be a small state, cither, if it contains all 
these. ,i 

Moreover, it is scarcely possibje to plant the adl;ual city 
in a plaice where it will have no^eed of imports. ' 

No, it is impossible. 

Then it will further require a* new class of persons to 
bring from other cities all that it requires. 

It will. , 

Well, but if the agent goes empty-handed, carrying 
with him none of the commociities in demand among those 
I people from whom our state is to procure what it requires, 
he will also come empty-handed away : will he not } 

I think so. 

Then it must produce at home not only enough for 
itself, but also ac' tides qf the right kind and quantity to 
accommodate those whose services it needs. 

It must. e 

Thcn our city requires larger numbers both of hus- 
bandmen and other craftsmen. 

Yes, it does. 

And among th.: rest it will need more of thosl: agents 
also, who are to export and import the several cbmmodi- 
ties : and these are merchants, are they not ? 

Yes. 

Then we shall require merchants also. 

Certainly. 

And if the traffic is carried on by sea, there will be a 
further demand for a considerable number of other per- 
sons, who are skilled in the pradicc of navigation. 

A considerable number, undoubtedly. 

But n6w tell me: in the city itself how are they to 
exchange their several produdions,^ For it was to pro- 
mote this exchange, you know, that we formed the com- 
munity, and so founded our state. '* 

Manifestly, by buying and selling. 

Then this will gi'(?e rise to a market and a currency, for 
the sake of exchange. 

Undoubtedly. 

Suppose th^n that the husbandman, or one of the other 
craftsmen, should come with some of his produce into the 
market, at a time when none of those who wish to make 
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an exchange with him are there, is he to leave his occu- 
pation and sit idle in the market-place.? 

By no means : there are persons who, with an eye to 
this contingency, undertake the service required ; and 
these in well-regulated ,^tates are, generally speaking, 
perso^is of excessive .physical weakness, who are of no use 
in other kinds df labour. Their business is to remain on 
the spot in the market, ahd give money for goods to those 
who want to sell, and goods for money to those who want 
to buy. 

This demand, then, causey a class of retail dealers to 
spring up in ourn:ity. For do we not give the name of 
retail dealers to those who station themselves in the 
market, to minister to buying and selling, applying the 
term merchants to those who go about from city to city.? 

Exadlly so. 

In addition to these, I imagine, ther^is also another 
class of operatives, consisting of those whose mental 
qualifications do not recommend them as associates, but 
whose bodily strength is equal to hard labour: these, 
selling the use of their strength and calling the price of it 
hire, arc thence named, I believe, hired labourers. Is it 
not so? 

Precisely. 

Then hired labourers also form, as it seems, a comple- 
mentary portion of a state. 

I think so. ^ 

Shall we say then, Adeimantus, that our city has at 
length grown to its full stature? 

Perhaps so. 

Where then, I wonder, shall w^e find justice and injustice 
in it? With which of these elements that we Ivive con- 
templated, has it simultaneously made its entrance? 

I have no notion, Socrates, unless perhaps il be dis- 
coverable somewhere, in the mutual relations of these 
same persons. 

Well, perhaps you are right. We must investigate the 
matter, and not flinch from the task. 

Let us consider theiv in the first place, ^what kind of 
life will be led by persons thus provided. I presume they 
will produce corn and wine, and clothes and shoes, and 
build themselves houses; and in summer, no doubt, they 
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will generally work without their coats and shoes, while 
in winter they will be suitably clothed and shod. And 
they will live, I suppose, on barley and wheat, baking 
cakes of the meal, and kneading loaves of the flour. And 
spreadiyg these excellent cakes^nd loaves upon mats of 
straw or on clean leaves, and themselves reclining on 
rude beds of yew or myrtle-boughs, they Will make merry, 
themselves and their children, dl-inking their wine, w*ear- 
ing garlands, and singing the praises of the gods, enjoying 
one another's society, and not begetting childr^jn beyond 
their means, through a prudent fear of poverty or war. 

Glaucon here interrupted me, remaVking, Apparently 
you describe your men as feasting without anything to 
relish their bread. 

True, I said, 1 had forgotten : — of course they will have 
something to relish their food ; salt, no doubt, and olives 
and cheese, togAher with the country fare of boiled onions 
and cabbage. We shall also set before them a dessert, I 
imagine, of figs and pease and beans ; and they may roast 
myrtle-berries and beech-nuts at the fire, taking wine with 
their fruit in moderation. And thus passing their days in 
tranquillity and sound health, they will, in all probability, 
live to an advanced age, and dying, bequeath* to their 
children a life in which their own will be reproduced. 

Upon this Glaucon exclaimed. Why Socrates, if you 
were founding a community of swine, this is just the style 
in which you would feed them up!* 

How then, said I, would you have them live, Glaucon? 

In a civilized manner, he replied. They ought to recline 
on couches, I should think, if they are not to have a hard 
life of it, and dine off tables, and have the usual dishes 
and dessert of a modern dinner. 

Very good; I understand. Apparently we are consi- 
dering the growth not of a city merely, but of a luxurious 
city. 1 dare say it is not a bad pjan : for by this exten- 
sion of our inquiry we shall perhaps discover how it is 
that justice and injustice take root in cities. Now it 
appears to me thalt the city which wc have described is 
the genuine and, so to speak, healthy city. But if you 
373 wish us also^to contemplate a cit^ that is suffering from 
inflammation, there is nothing to hinder us. Some people 
will not be satisfied, it seems, with tlie fare or the mode 
of life which we have described, but must have, in addi- 
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tion, couches and tables and every other article of furni- 
ture, as well as viands, and fragrant oils, and perfumes, 
and courtesans, and confedfionary ; and all these in plen- 
tiful variety. Moreover, we must not limit ourselves now 
to essentials in those art^les which we specified a| first, I 
mean houses and clothes and shoes, but we must set 
painting and embroidery to work, and acquire gold and 
ivory, and all similar valuables : must wc not? 

Yes. 

Then we shall also have to enlarge our city, for our 
first or healthy city will not^now be of sufficient size, but 
requires to be intreased in bulk, and filled out with a 
multitude of callings, which do not exist in cities to satisfy 
any natural want ; for example, the whole class of hunters, 
and. all who pradbise imitative arts, including many who 
use forms and colours, and many who use music, poets 
also, with those of whom the poet makes sc, rhapsodists, 
adlors, dancers, contradlors ; lastly, the manufaduircrs of 
all sorts of articles, and^aniong others those which form 
part of a woman’s dress. We shall similarly require more 
personal servants, shall we not? that is to say, tutors, 
wet-nurses, dry-nurses, tire-women, barbers, and cooks 
moreove? and confedbioners? Swineherd? again are among 
the additions we shall require, — a class of persons not to 
be found, because not wanted, in our former city, but 
needed among the rest in this. We shall also need great 
quantities of all kind? of cattle, for those who may wish 
to eat them; shall we not? 

Of course we shall. 

Then shall we not experience the need of medical men 
also, to a much greater extent under this than under the 
former regime? 

Yes, indeed. 

The country too, I presume, which was formerly ade- 
quate to the support ^of its then inhabitants will be now 
too small, and adequate no longer. Shall we say so? 

Certainly. ^ 

Then must we not cut ourselves a slice of our neigh- 
bour’s territory, if wc arc to have land enough both for 
pasture and tillage, while they will do the s^me to ours, if 
they, like us, permit themselves to overstep the limit of 
necessaries, and plunge into the unbounded acquisition of 
wealth ? 
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It must inevitably be so, Socrates. 

Will our next step be to go to war, Glaucon, or how 
will it be? 

As you say. 

At thi^ stage of our inquiry leUis avoid asserting ejther 
that war does good or that it does harn> confining our- 
selves to this statement, that we have further traced ^the 
origin of war to causes which are^he most fruitful sources 
of whatever evils befal a state, either in its corporate 
capacity, or in its individual members. 

Exactly so. * 

Once more then, my friend, our state? must receive an 
accession of no trifling extent, 1 mean that of a whole 
374 army, which must go forth and do battle with all invaders 
in defence of its entire property, and of the persons whom 
we were just now describing. 

How? he asl^d; aroi not those persons sufficient of 
themselves? 

They are not, if you and all tht rest of us were right in 
the admissions which we made, when we were modelling 
our state. We admitted, 1 think, if you remember, that 
it was impossible for .one man to work well at many pro- 
fessions. 

True. 

Well then, is not the business of war looked upon as a 
profession in itself? 

Undoubtedly. 

And have we not as much reason to concern ourselves 
about the trade of war as about the trade of shoe- 
making? 

C2uite as much. 

But w^ cautioned the shoemaker, you know, against 
attempting to be an agriculturist or a weaver or a builder 
besides, with a view to our shoemaking work being well 
done ; and to every other artisan, we assigned in like 
manner one occupation, namely, that for which he was 
naturally fitted, an^in which, if he let other things alone, 
and wrought at it all his time without neglecting his 
opportunities, he was likely to prove a successful work- 
man. Now is,it not of the greatest# moment that the work 
of war should be well done? Or is it so easy, that any 
one can succeed in it and be at the same time a husband- 
man or a shoemaker or a labourer at any other trade 
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whatever, although there is no one in the world who could 
become a good draught-player or dice-player by merely 
taking up the game at i^noccupied moments, instead of 
pursuing it as his especgl study from his childhood? And 
will ®it be enough for a iiian merely to handle '’a shield 
or any other of the arms and implements of war, to be 
straightway competent fo play his part well that very day 
in an engagement of heavy troops or in any other military 
service, ajthough the mere handling of any other instru- 
ment will never make any one a true craftsman or athlete, 
nor will such instrument be even useful to one who has 
neither learnt its capabilities nor exercised himself suffi- 
ciently in its pra^lical applications. 

y it were so, these implements of war would be very 
valuable. 

In proportion, then, to the Jmporta#ice of the work 
which these guardians have to do, will it require peculiar 
freedom from other cng.?^gements, as well as extraordinary 
skill and attention. 

I quite think so. 

Will it not also require natural endowments suited to 
this pai^icula^ occupation? 

Undoubtedly. 

Then, apparently, it will belong to us to choose out, if 
we can, that especial order of natural endowments which 
qualifies its possessor^ for the guardianship of a state. 

Certainly ; it belongs to us. 

Then, 1 assure you, we have taken upon ourselves no 
trifling task; nevertheless, there must be no flinching, so 
long as our strength holds out. 

No, there must not. 

Do you think then, I asked, that there is anyldifference, 
in the qualities required for keeping guard, between a 
well-bred dog and a gallant young man? 

I do not quite understand you. 

Why, I suppose, for instance, they ought both of them 
to be quick to discover an enemy, sftid swift to overtake 
him when discovered, and strong also, in case they have 
to fight when they ha^e come up with him. 

Certainly, all these qualities are requirecT. 

Moreover, they must be brave if they are to fight well. 

Undoubtedly. 

But will either a horse, or a dog, or any other animal, 
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be likely to be brave if it is not spirited or have you 
failed to observe what an irresistible and unconquerable 
thing spirit is, so that under ijs influence every creature 
will be fearless and unconquerable in the face of any 
danger? 

I have observed it. 

We know then what bodily fjlialities arc required in 
our guardian. 

We do. 

And also what qualities of the mind, namcfy, that he 
must be spirited. 

Yes. 

How then, Glaucon, if such be their natural disposition, 
are they to be kept from behaving fiercely to one another, 
and to the rest of the citizens? 

Really it will k'C diffic^^lt to obviate that. 

Nevertheless, they certainly ought to be gentle to their 
friends, and dangerous only to 4hcir enemies : else they 
will not wait for others to destroy them, but will be the 
first to do it for themselves. 

True. 

What then shail wc do? Where shall we find :# charac- 
ter at once gentle and high-spirited? For 1 suppose a' 
gentle nature is the opposite of a spirited one? 

Apparently it is. 

Nevertheless a man who is devoid of either gentleness 
or spirit cannot possibly make a good guardian. And as 
they seem to be incompatible, the result is, that a good 
guardian is an impossibility. 

It looks like it, he said. 

Here then 1 was perplexed, but having reconsidered 
our conversation, I said. We deserve, my friend, to be 
puzzled ; for we have deserted the illustration which wc 
set before us. 

How so? 

® The reader will gather from the context the true meaning 
of the important word Ovjxoeidrjs. We have adopted the word 
‘spirited/ as the received and the least objedlionaljle English 
rendering of it.^ This obliges us to translate 0vfx6sj in the same 
sentence, ‘spirit;’ otherwise ‘anger’ would be a nearer English 
equivalent to it. A reference to any lexicon will shew the diffi- 
culty of conveying the force of OvfioeidTfjs in a single English 
word: but its meaning is sufficiently indicated by Plato himself. 
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It never struck us, that after all there are natures, 
though we fancied there were none, which combine these 
opposite qualities. ^ 

Pray where is such a combination to be found 

Ycri may see it in se^ftral animals, but particularly in 
the one which we ourselves compared to our guardian. 
Fori suppose you kno\Uthat it is the natural disposition 
of well-bred dogs to be perfecflly gentle to their friends 
and acquaintance, but the reverse to strangers. 

Certainly 1 do. 

Therefore the thing is possible ; and we arc not contra- 
dialing nature in our endeavour to give such a charadiler 
to our guardian. 

So it would seem. 

Then is it your opinion, that in one who is to make a 
good guardian it is further required th^t liis character 
should be philosophical as well as high-spirited.^ 

How so? 1 do not un^lerstand you. 376 

You will notice in dogs this other trait, which is really 
marvellous in the creature. 

What is that ? 

Whenever they see a stranger they ar^ irritated before 
•they hav%£ been provoked by any ill-usage ; but when they 
see an acquaintance they welcome him, though they may 
never have experienced any kindness at his hands. Has 
this never excited you« wonder? 

1 never paid any attention to it hitherto ; but no doubt 
they do behave so. 

Well, but this instinct is a very clever thing in the dog, 
and a genuine philosophic symptom. 

How so, pray? 

Why, because the only mark by which he distinguishes 
between the appearance of a friend and that of an enemy 
is, that he knows the former and is ignorant of the latter. 
How, 1 ask, can the dreaturc be other than fond of learn- 
ing when it makes knowledge and ignorance the criteria 
of the familiar and the strange? •v 

Beyond a question, it must be fond of learning. 

Well, is not the love of learning identical with a philo- 
sophical disposition? “ 

It is. 

Shall we not then assert with confidence in the case of 
a man also, that if he is to shew a gentle disposition 
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towards his relatives an^ acquaintances, he must have a 
turn for learning and philosophy? 

Be it so. ^ * 

Then in our judgment the man whose natural gifts pro- 
mise t6 make him a perfedl: gtrfrdian of^the state will be 
philosophical, high-spirited, swift-footed/ and strong. 

Undoubtedly he will. 

This then will be the original character of our guar- 
dians. But in what way shall we rear and educate, them ? 
And will the investigation of this point .help us on towards 
discovering that which is the object of all our specula- 
tions, namely, the manner in which justice and injustice 
grow up in a state? For I wish us neither to omit any- 
thing useful, nor to occupy ourselves with anything redun- 
dant, in our inc^iiry. ^ 

Hereupon Glaucon’s brother observed, Well, for my 
part, I fully anticipate that thi^ inquiry will promote our 
objedl. 

If so, 1 said, we must certainly not give it up, my dear 
Adeimantus, even though it should prove somewhat long. 

Indeed we mu^t not. 

Come then, like idle story-tellers in a stomy, let us 
describe the education of our men. 

Yes, let us do so. 

What then is the education to^be? Perhaps we could 
hardly find a better than that which the experience of the 
past has already discovered, which consists, 1 believe, in 
gymnastic for the body, and music for the mind. 

It does. 

Shall we not then begin our course of education with 
music rafther than with gymnastic? 

Undoubtedly we shall. 

Under the term music, do you include narratives, or 
not? 

I do. 

And of narratives there are two kinds, the true and the 
false. 

Yes. 

377 And must' we instruct our pupils in bpth, but in the 
false first? 

I do not understand what you mean. 

Do you not understand that we begin with children by 
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telling them fables? And these, I'JSuppose, to speak gene- 
rally, are false, though they contain some truths : and we 
employ such fables in the treatment of children at an 
earlier period than gymhastfc exercises. 

Tru^. 

That is what I meant when I said that music ought to 
be tal^en up before gymnastic. 

You are right. 

Then are you aware, that in every work the beginning 
is the most important part, especially in dealing with any- 
thing young and tender? for *hat is the time when any 
impression, which ofte may desire to communicate, is most 
readily stamped and taken. 

Precisely so. 

Shall we then permit our children without scruple to 
hear* any fables composed by any authors indifferently, 
and so to receive into their minds Opinion? generally the 
reverse of those which, when they are grown to manhood, 
we shall think they ought A entertain? 

No, we shall not permit it on any account. 

Then apparently our first duty will be to exercise a 
superintei^lence over the authors of fables^sele<!:'ting their 
good produ(flion«, and reje<fting the bad. And the seleifled 
fables we ?hall advise our nurses and mothers to repeat 
to their children, that they may thus mould their minds 
with the fables even m^'e than they shape their bodies 
with th<^ hand. But we shall have to repudiate the greater 
part of those which are now in vogue. 

Which do you mean? he asked. 

In the greater fables, I answered, we shall also discern 
the less. For the general chara<fter and tendency of both 
the greater and the less must doubtless be identical. Do 
you not think so? 

I do ; but 1 am equally uncertain which you mean by 
the greater. • 

I mean the stories which Plesiod, and Homer, and 
the other poets, tell us. For they, I in^p-gine, have com- 
posed itious narratives which they told, and yet tell, to 
men. 

Pray what kind of fables do you mean, and^what is the 
fault that you find with them? 

A fault, I replied, which deserves the earliest and grav- 
est condemnation, especially if the fi<5\ion has no beauty. 

5 
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What is this fault? 

It is whenever an author gives a bad representation 
of the charadlers of gods and heroes, like a painter whose 
pidlurc should bear no resemblance to the objecfls he 
wishes to imitate. ^ ^ 

Yes, it is quite right to condemn r such faults: but 
pray explain further what we mean, and give some in- 
stances. 

In the first place, the poet who conceived the boldest 
fidion on the highest subjeds invented an ugly story, 
when he told how Uranus, aefted as Hesiod^*’ declares he 
378 did, and also how Cronus had his revenge upon him. 
And again, even if the deeds of Cronus and his son’s 
treatment of him, were authentic fa(fls, it would not have 
been right, 1 should have thought, to tell them without 
the least reserve to young and thoughtless persons : on 
the contrary,* Ht would be best to suppress them alto- 
gether: or, if for some reason they must be told, they 
should be imparted under th^ seal of secrecy to as few 
hearers as possible, and after the sacrifice, not of a pig^S 
but of some rare and costly vi(f\im, which might aid to 
the utmost in restri< 5 ling their number. 

Certainly, th’ese are offensive stories. 

They are ; and therefore, Adeimantus, they must not 
be repeated in our city. No: we must not tell a youthful 
listener that he will be doing nothing extraordinary if he 
commit the foulest crimes, nor yeT if he chastise the crimes 
of a father in the most unscrupulous manner, but will 
simply be doing what the first and greatest of the gods 
have done before him. 

I assure you, he said, I quite agree with you as to the 
impropriety of such stories. 

Nor yet, I continued, is it proper to say in any case — 
what is indeed untrue — that gods wage war against gods, 
and intrigue and fight among themselves ; that is, if the 
future guardians of our state are to deem it a most dis- 
graceful thing to quarrel lightly with one another: far less 
ought we to select as subje< 5 ls for fi^lion and embroidery, 
the battles of the giants, and numerous other feuds of all 
sorts, in which gods and heroer- fight against their own 

Hesiod, Theogony, 154. Ibid. 459. 

A pig was the usual victim at the Mysteries. 
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kith and kin. But if there is any possibility of persuading 
them, that to quarrel with one^s fellow is a sin of which 
no member of a state was ever guilty, such ought rather 
to be the language held tc^ our children from the first, 
by old^men and old womei!^ and all elderly person^; and 
such is the strain* in which our poets must be compelled 
to write. But stories like the chaining 0/ Hera by her 
son, and the flinging of *Hephiestus out of heaven for 
trying to take his mother’s part when his father was beat- 
ing her, and all those battles of the gods which are to be 
found in Homer, must be refused admittance into our 
state, whether the^ be allegorical or not. For a child 
cannot discriminate between what is allegory and what is 
not ; and whatever at that age is adopted as a matter of 
belief^ has a tendency to become fixed and indelible, and 
therefore, perhaps, we ought to esteem it of the greatest 
importance that the fidfions whi#h children first hear 
should be adapted in the ^ most perfecfl manner to the 
promotion of virtue. 

There is certainly reason in this. But if any one were 
to proceed to ask us what these fictions are, and what 
the fablej which convey them, how should we answer 
him ? 

To whicTi I replied. My dear Adeimantus, you and I are 
not poets, on the present occasion, but founders of a state. 379 
And founders ought certainly to know the moulds in 
which their poets are to^tast their fi<flions, and from which 
they must not be suffered to deviate ; but they are not 
bound to compose tales themselves. 

You are right ; but to use your own words, what should 
these moulds be in the case of Theology.^ 

I think they may be described as follows; It j^s right, 

I presume, always to represent God as he really is, whe- 
ther the poet describe him in an epic or a lyrical or a 
dramatic poem. 

Yes, it is right. 

Then surely Go^ is good in reality, and is to be so re- 
presented ? 

Unquestionably. 

Well, but nothing thaiiis good is hurtful, is it? 

I think not. 

And does that which is not hurtful hurt? 

By no means. 


5—2 
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And does that which hurts not, do any evil ? 

I answer as before, no. 

And that which does no evil cannot be the cause of any 
evil either? 

How should it be? f 

Weil : is that which is goocf beneficial ? 

Yes. 

Then it is a cause of well-befng? 

Yes. 

Then that which is good is not the cause of all things, 
but only of what is as it sljould be, being guiltless of ori- 
ginating evil. 

Exa<5dly so. 

If that be so, then God, inasmuch as he is good, cannot 
be the cause of all things, according to the common doc- 
trine. On the contrary, he is the author of only a femall 
part of humaoi affair?;; of the larger part he is not the 
author: for our evil things far outnumber our good 
things : and the good things vie must ascribe to no other 
than God, while we. must seek elsewhere, and not in him, 
the causes of the evil things. 

That seems to me the exa(ft truth. 

Then we mubt express our disapprobation, if ^Horner, or 
any other poet, is guilty of suoh a foolish blufider about 
the gods, as to tell us that two jars 

‘ By Zeus at his threshold are planted ; 

All good fortunes the one, all evil the other containeth 

And that he for whom Zeus mixes and gives of both, 

* One day lighteth on evil, and one day meeteth with blessing 

but as for the man for whom there is no mixture, but who 
received of one sort only, 

‘ Him over God’s wide earth fell ravenous hunger pursueth.’ 

Nor must we admit that 

‘ Zeus hath beep made unto men both of weal and of woe 
the dispenser.’ 

And if any one assert that tl\e violation of oaths and 
treaties of which Pandarns was the author, was brought 


Iliad, XXIV. 527, 


Iliad, II. 69. 
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about by Athene and Zeus, we shall refuse our approba- 
tion ; nor can we allow it to be said that the strife and 
trial of strength between ^he gods^® was instigated by 
Themis and Zeus, nor, agj.in, must we let our youn^ peo- 380 
pie heair that, in the words t)f Aeschylus, 

‘ When to destriuflion God will plague a house, 

He plants among its members guilt and sin^**.’ 

But if a poet writes about the sufferings of Niobe, as 
yEschylu's does in the play from which I have taken these 
lines, or the calanptics of tlft house of Pelops, or the 
disasters at Troy, or any similar occurrences, either we 
must not allow him to calk them the work of a god, 
or if they are to be so called, he must find out a theory to 
accowTtit for them, such as that for which we are now 
searching, and must say, that wj^at the^god did was 
righteous and good, and the sufferers were chastened for 
their profit ; but we cannot allow the poet to say, that 
a god was the author of a punishment which made the 
objeds of it miserable. No: if he should say that be- 
cause the wicked arc miserable, these men needed chas- 
tisement, »nd the inflidfion of it by the go^ was a benefit 
to them, we shall make no.obje<flion : but as to asserting 
that God, who is good, becomes the author of evil to any, 
we must do battle uncompromisingly for the principle, 
that ficTions conveying »ich a do6lrine as this, whether in 
verse or in prose, shall neither be recited or heard in the 
city, by any member of it, young or old, if it is to be a 
well-regulated city; because such language may not be 
used without irreverence, and is moreover both injurious 
to us and self-contradicflory. 

I vote with you, he said, for this law, which pleases me. 

Then one of those theological laws or moulds, in ac- 
cordance with which we shall require our speakers to 
speak, and our authors t^ write, will be to this effect I, that 
God is not the author of all things, but only of such as are 
good. 

You have proved it quite satisfactorily, he replied. 

Well, here is a second for you to consider. Do you 
think that God is a wizaT-d, and likely to appear for spe- 
cial purposes in different forms at different times, some- 


Iliad. XX. 


In a lost Tragedy. 
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times a(5lually assuming such forms, and altering his own 
person into a variety of shapes, and sometimes deceiving 
us and making us believe that such a transformation has 
taken place ; or do you think that he is of a simple es- 
sence?, and that it is the nibst unlikely thing *^hat he 
should ever go out of his own proper form? 

I cannot answer you all at oace. 

Then answer me this: If anything passes out' of its 
proper form must not the change be produced either by 
itself or some other thing? 

It must. ' 

And is it not the case that changes and motions, com- 
municated by any thing else, affe^ least the things that 
are best? For instance, the body is changed by meat and 
drink and exertion, and every plant by sunshine and wind, 
and similar in,duences^ ; but is not the change slightest in 
the plant or the body which is healthiest and strongest? 

I Undoubtedly it is. 

So of the mind, is it not the bravest and the wisest that 
will be the least disturbed and altered by any influence 
from without ? 

Yes. ir 

Moreover, I conceive that the same principle applies to 
all manufaeflured things, such as furniture, houses, and 
clothes : those that are well made and in good condition, 
are least altered by time and otlv'-'r influences. 

That is true. 

So that everything which is good either by nature or 
by art, or by both, is least liable to be changed by ano- 
ther thing. 

So it would seem. 

But Purely God and the things of God are in every way 
most excellent. 

Unquestionably. 

Then God will be very unlikely* to assume many shapes 
through external influence. 

Very unlikely indeed. 

But will he change and alter himself ? 

Clearly he must, if he alters at all. 

Does he vhen, by changing hifhself, attain to something 
better and fairer, or to something worse and less beauti- 
ful than himself? 

Something worse, necessarily, if he alters at all ; for we 
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shall not, I presume, affirm that there is any imperfedlion 
in the beauty or the goodness of God. 

You are perfe(5tly corredl ; and this being the case, do 
you think, Adeimantus, thart any god or any man would 
voluntarily make himself wjrse than he is, in any regpecl? 

It is impossible* 

Then it is also impossible for a god to be willing to 
change himself, and therefore it would seem that every 
god, inasmuch as he is perfecfl to the utmost in beauty 
and goodness, abides ever simply and without variation in 
his own form. 

The inference is fticvitable, I think. 

Then, my dear friend, let no poet tell us that 

‘ Gods in the likeness of wandering strangers, 

Bcvfied in manifold forms, go roaming from city to city*^.’ 

And let no one slander Proteus a»d Thetk, or introduce 
in tragedies or any other poems, Hera transformed, col- 
leefling in the guise of a priestess, 

^ Alms for the life-giving children of Inachus, river of Argos 

N ot to ii'^ntion many other similar falsehoods, which we 
must interdi<fl. • And once more, let not ^ur mothers be 
persuaded*^ by these poets into scaring their children by 
injudicious stories, telling them how certain gods go about 
by night in the likeness of strangers from every land ; that 
they may not by one anti the same a(fl defame the gods, 
and foster timidity in their children. 

No, let that be forbidden. 

But perhaps, 1 continued, though the gods have no ten- 
dency to change in themselves, they induce us, by decep- 
tion and magic, to believe that they a])pcar in^ various 
forms. 

Perhaps they do. 

Would a god consci^t to lie, think you, either in word, 382 
or by an a(5l, such as that of putting a phantom before 
our eyes.^ 

1 am not sure. 

Are you not sure that a genuine lie, if 1 may be allowed 
the expression, is hated by all gods and by all men ? 

Homer, Odyssey, xvir, 485. 

Supposed to be quoted from a lost play of Aischylus* 
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I do not know what you mean. 

I mean, that to lie with the highest part of himself, and 
concerning the highest subjecSls, is what no one volun- 
tarily consents to do ; on the contrary, every one fears 
above. all things to harbour a lir in that quarter. 

I do not even yet understand you. 

Because you think I have some mysterious meaning ; 
whereas what I mean is simply' this : that to lie, or be the 
vi6liin of a lie, and to be without knowledge, in the mind 
and concerning absolute realities, and in that quarter to 
harbour and possess the [ic, is the last thing any man 
would consent to ; for all men hold in especial abhorrence 
an untruth in a place like that. 

Yes, in most especial abhorrence. 

Well, but, as I was saying just now, this is what might 
most corrc(n:ly be called a genuine lie, namely, ignorance 
residing in the mind»?of the deluded person. P'or the 
spoken lie is a kind of imitation and embodiment of the 
anterior mental affedf ion, and nV>t a pure, unalloyed falsity ; 
or am 1 wrong ? 

N o, you are perfe<5lly right. 

Then a real lie is hated not only by gods, byt likewise 
by men. ^ 

So I think. ^ 

Once more : when and to whom is the verbal falsehood 
useful, and therefore undeserving^ of hatred? Is it not 
when we are dealing with an enemy? Or when those that 
are called our friends attempt to do something mis- 
chievous in a fit of lunacy or madness of any kind, is it 
not then that a lie is useful, like a medicine, to turn them 
from their purpose? And in the legendary tales of which 
we were talking just now, is it not our ignorance of the 
true history of ancient times which renders falsehood use- 
ful to us, as the closest attainable copy of the truth ? 

Yes, that is exactly the case. ^ 

Then on which of these grounds is lying useful to God? 
Will he lie for the sake of approximation, because he 
knows not the things of old? 

No ; that would be indeed ridiculous. 

Then there is no place in God* for the poet’s falsehood. 

I think not. 

Then will he lie through fear of his enemies? 

Far from it. 
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Or because his friends arc foolish or mad.^* 

Nay, said he; no fool or madman is a friend of the 
gods. 

Then there is no induce*ment for a god to lie. 

Th^re is not. 

In everyway then the nature of gods and godlike beings 
is incapable of falsehood^ 

Yes, wholly so. 

God then is a Being of perfetfl simplicity and truth, both 
in deed and word, and neither changes in himself nor im- 
poses upon others, either b)^ apparitions, or by words, of 
by sending signsj whether in dreams or in waking mo- 
ments. 

I believe it to be so myself, he said, after what you have 383 
st^ed. 

Then do you grant that a second principle, in accord- 
ance with which all speaking anCi writing about the gods 
must be moulded, is this: That the gods neither meta- 
morphose themselves like wizards, nor mislead us by 
falsehoods expressed cither in word or acfl ? 

I do grant it. 

Then^while we commend much in Homer, we shall 
refuse tc^ commend the story of the dre'^.m sent by Zeus 
to Agamemnon as well as that passage in ^schylus^^', 
where Thetis says that Apollo singing at her marriage, 

‘ Dwelt oil my happy motherhood, 

The life from sickness free, and lengthened years. 

Then all-inclusively he blest my lot, 

Favoured of heaven, in strains that cheer'd my soul. 

And 1 too fondly deem’d those lips divine 
.Sacred to truth, fraught with prophetic skill; 

But he himself who sang, the marriage -guest 
Himself, who spake all this, ’twas even he 
That slew my son.’ 

When a poet holds such language concerning the gods, 
we shall be angry with him, and refuse him a chorus®*, 
neither shall we allow our teachers to use his writings for 

Iliad, II. I. From a kisL play. 

31 < '^po gjyre a choms,’ was to authorize and supply the means 
of a stage representation, of which the chorus formed the most 
expensive clement. 
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the instrudlion of the young, if we would have our guard- 
ians grow up to be as godlike and godfearing as it is pos- 
sible for man to be. 

I entirely acquiesce, said he,* in the propriety of these 
principles, and would adopt theip« as laws. 
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Concerning the gods, then, I continued, such, as it 
would appear, is* the language to be held, and such the 
language to be forbidden, in the hearing of all, from 
childhood upwards, who are hereafter to honour the gods 
an«i their parents, and to set no small value on mutual 
friendship. 

Yes, he said; and I think our views a^ corredl. 

To proceed then : if we intena our citizens to be brave, 
must we not add to this^such lessons as are likely to pre- 
serve them most effectually from being afraid of death? 
or do you think a man can ever become brave who is 
haunted by the fear of death ? 

No, ftideed, I do not. 

Well,* do you imagine that a believer in Hades and its 
terrors will be free from all fear of death, and in the day 
of battle will prefer it to defeat and slavery? 

Certainly not. 

Then apparently we must assume a control over those 
who undertake to set forth these fables, as well as the 
others, requesting them not to revile the other world in 
that unqualified manner, but rather to speak well of it, 
because such language is neither true, nor beneficial to 
men who are intended to be warlike. 

We certainly must. 

Then we shall expunge the following passage, and with 
it all that are like it * 

‘ I would e’en be a villein, and drudge on the lands of a 
master, 

Under a portionless wight, whose garner was scantily fur- 
nished, 

Sooner than reign supreme in the realm •of the dead that 
have perished^.* 

^ Odyssey, xi. 489. 
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And this ; 

‘ And those chambers be seen both by mortal men and im- 
mortals, , 

Terrible, dank, and mouldering^— even to gods an abhor- 
•rence'-^.’ 


‘ Well-a-day ! Truly there are, yea e’en in the dwellings of 
Hades, * 

Souls and phantom forms ; but no understanding is in 
them’*.’ 

And, 

‘ Wisdom is his alone, ’mid the flitting and shadowy phan- 
toms^.’ 


And, 

‘ Vanish’d the soul from* the limbs, and flew to the nether- 
most Hades, % 

Sadly her destiny wailing, cut off in the ripeness of man- 
hood 


And, 

‘Gibbering, iuit?er the ground his spirit fled, <ike a vapour®.’ 

And, 

‘ As when bats, in the depth of a cavern's awful recesses, 
Haply if one fall off from the ro^k where they hang in 
a cluster, 

.Squealing flutter about, and still cling fast to each other, 
Thus did the ghosts move squealing together^.’ 

These verses, and all that arc like them, we shall 
intreat Hc^er and the other poets not to be angry if we 
erase, not because they are unpoetical, or otherwise than 
agreeable to the ear of most men ; but because, in pro- 
portion as they are more poetical, soimuch the less ought 
they to be recited in the hearing of boys and men, whom 
we require to be freemen, fearing slavery more than 
death. 

By all means let us do so. 

Iliad, XX. 64. Iliad, xxni. 103. 

* Odyssey, x. 495. * Iliad, xvi. 856. * 

* Iliad, xxiii. Joo, 7 Odyssey, xxiv. 6. 
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Then we must likewise cast away all those terrible and 
alarming names which belong to these subjedls, the Cocy- 
tuses, and Styxes®, and infernals, and anatomies, and all 
other words coined aftar this stamp, the mention of 
which makes men shudder to the last degree with fear. 
I dare say that for some other purpose they may be use- 
ful: but we are afraid for our guardians, lest the terrors in 
que'stion should render them more spiritless® and effemi- 
nate than they ought to be. 

And our fears are not groundless. 

So then we are to discard J:hose expressions, are we? 

Yes. 

And to speak and write after the model which is the 
reverse of this.^ 

Clearly so. 

Then shall we also strike out the weepings and the 
wailings of the heroes of renown?* 

Yes, we must, if we strike out the former. 

Just consider, whethv/r we shall be right or not in 
striking them out. What we maintain is, that a good 
man will not look upon death as a dreadful thing for 
another^ood man, whose friend he also is, to undergo. 

We do maintain it. 

Then •if so, he will not lament over such a person as if 
some dreadful disaster had befallen him. 

Certainly not. 

Moreover, we say Tnis also, that such a man contains 
within himself, in the highest degree, whatever is neces- 
sary for a happy life, and is distinguished from the rest 
of the world by his peculiar independence of external 
resources. 

True. 

Then it is less dreadful to him than to any one to lose 
a son, or a brother, or worldly wealth, or anything else 
of that kind. 

Indeed it is. 

If so, he is also less likely than any one to complain, 

® The etymology of these words connecfls them with ‘wailing/ 
and ‘ hateful.’ 

® We prefer to read, with Ast, & 0 ufjL&r€f>oi, ^ut OepfjLdrepoi, 
the reading of the Zurich Text, might be rendered, ‘ less 
cool.’ 
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and will rather bear it with all meekness, whenever any 
such calamity has overtaken him. 

Yes, quite so. 

Then we shall do well to stlike out the dirges put in 
the mouths of famous men, and ijitxke them over to women 
(and those not the best of their sex), and to the baser sort 
388 of men, in order that those whoiji we profess to be train- 
ing up to be the guardians of their country may scorn to 
a(!T like such persons. 

It will be well to do so. 

Then once more, wc shall Request Homer and the other 
poets not to represent Achilles, the son* of a goddess, as 
‘ tossing now on his side, and now once more on his 
back, now on his face;^ and then as rising up and ‘pacing 
in frenzy the shore of the waste untameable ocean .nor 
yet as taking in both hands black burnt-out ashes and 
pouring them of er his bead ; nor as otherwise indulging 
in all that weeping and wailing which Homer has attri- 
buted to him: and not to deswibe Priam, whose near 
ancestor was a god, as making supplication, and 

‘ Rolling in dung, and by name to every man loudly appealing*® 

and still more t?arnestly we shall beg them, whatever 
they do, not to represent the gods as complaining and 
saying, 

' Wretch that I am! who bare to i»y sorrow the bravest of 
children*®, ’ — 

or, if they will not so far respedf all the gods, at least we 
shall entreat them not to presume to draw so unlike a pic- 
ture of the highest of the gods, as to make him say, 

‘ Well-#.-day ! Him whom 1 love, pursued round the walls of 
the city, 

Thus with these eyes I behold, and my heart is troubled 
within me*^.’ 

And, 

* Ah ! woe ’s me fbr the doom, that the dearest of mortals, 
Sarpedon, 

Must by Patroclus, Menoetius’ son^be slain in the combat*®/ 

Iliad, XXIV. 10. ** Iliad, xviii. 33. 

Iliad, XXII. 168. Iliad, xviii. 54. 

Iliad, xxii. 168. Iliad, xvi. 433. 
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For if, my dear Adeimantus, our young men were to 
listen seriously to such accounts, instead of laughing at 
them as unworthy descriptions, it would be very unlikely 
that any one of them should look upon himself, that is 
but a man, as above sAJi behaviour, and rebuke«himself 
if he were evei^ betrayed into it, either in word or a6I ; 
nay. rather, unchecked, by shame or fortitude, he will 
chant a multitude of dirges and laments over even trivial 
misfortunes. • 

You speak with great truth. 

But he ought not so to dof as we have just been taught 
by our argument ; to which we must give heed, until 
some one can persuade us by another and a better one. 

Certainly, he ought not. 

^gain, our guardians ought not to be given to laughter, 
for when any one indulges in violent laughter, such ex- 
cess almost universally invites an* equally Violent rea(n;ion. 

I think so. 

Then if a poet represents even men of any considera- 
tion as overcome by laughter, our approval must be with- 
held ; much more if gods are so described. 

Mucl^more indeed. 

That ]peing*the case, we shall not allov^Homer to speak 
of the gods in such terms as the following: 

‘Straight ’mid the blessed gods brake forth unquenchable 
laughter, • 

When they beheld Hephaestus go bustling from chamber to 
chamber 

We must not saniHion such language, according to your 
principles. 

If you like to call them mine, he replied : no» doubt we 
must not san(Hion them. 

But again, a high Value must be set also upon truth. 
For if we were right in what we said just now, and false- 
hood is really useless to the gods, an4 only useful to men 
in the way of a medicine, it is plain that such an agent 
must be kept in the hands of physicians, and that unpro- 
fessional men must nof meddle with it. 

Evidently. 


389 
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To the rulers of the state then, if to any, it belongs of 
right to use falsehood, to deceive either enemies or their 
own citizens, for the good of the state: and no one else 
may meddle with this privileged Nay, for a private per- 
son to t|?ll a lie to such magistrjjjcs, we shall maintain to 
be at least as great a mistake as for a patient to deceive 
his physician, or a pupil his training-master, concerning 
the state of his own body ; or for a sailor to tell an un- 
truth to a pilot concerning the ship and the crew, in de- 
scribing his own condition or that of any of his fellow- 
sailors. 

Most true. 

If then the authorities find any one else guilty of lying 
in the city, 

‘ Any of those that be craftsmen, 

Prophet and seer, or healer of hurts, or worker in timber 

• • 

they will punish him for introducing a practice as per- 
nicious and subversive in a statdias in a ship. 

Yes, he said, if performance follow upon profession. 

Once more, will not our young men need to Tdc tem- 
perate? 

Undoubtedly they will. 

And does not sobriety, as generally understood, imply 
the following principal elements : first, that men be obe- 
dient to their governors ; and secon<#Iy, that they be them- 
selves able to govern the pleasures which are gratified in 
eating, and drinking, and love? 

I think so. 

Then we shall approve, I imagine, of all language like 
that which Homer puts in the mouth of Diomedes : 

‘Friend, sit down in silence, and give good heed to my 
sayings^®,’ 

and of the lines that follow, 

‘ Wrath -breathing march'd the Achjeans, 

Silently dreading\heir captains 

Odyssey, xvii. 383, 

Iliad, lY. 412. The second claus6 of the next quotation is 
from the same book, line 431, but the first clause is now found 
in book ill. 3. Plato himself probably quotes from memory, as 
Socrates is supposed to be doing. 
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and of every thing else of the same kind. 

Yes, we shall. 

But can we approve of such language as this, 

* Drunken sot, who the face of a dog and the heart of a deer 
hasti®,’ 

and of what follows, and all the other insolent expressions 390 
which in prose or in poetry are put into the mouths of in- 
feriors towards those in authority? 

No, we cannot. 

Because, I imagine, they^do not tend to promote so- 
briety in youth, kf on other accounts they give any grati- 
fication we need not be surprised. Is this your opinion? 

It is. 

Bpt tell me : when the wisest of men is represented as 
saying that it appears to him the finest sight in the world, 
when « • 

* Tables are loaded 

Both with bread and v/th flesh, and the cup-bearers draw 
from the wine-bowl 

Sparkling draughts, which they carry around, and replenish 
the goblets 

do you tfiink that being told this will aid% young man in 
acquiring self-control? or this — 

‘ ’Tis most wretched by famine to die, and one’s doom to 
encounter 

Or what do you think of representing Zeus as so readily 
forgetting, in the eagerness of his desire, all that he had 
been meditating, as he watched alone, while all others, 
gods and men, were asleep ; and so smitten at the sight of 
Hera, that he would not even defer the gratification of his 
passion till they should enter into their chamber, saying 
that he was possessed by a stronger passion than even 
then, when at first they met without the knowledge of 
their dear parents? -/?nd what say you to the story ^ how 
Ares and Aphrodite were bound in fetters by Hephaestus 
in consequence of a similar proceeding? 

Upon my word, he replied, such stories strike me as 
very improper to be tol^l. 

Iliad, I. -2 -2 5. 

Odyssey, ix. 8. This is said by Ulysses. 

Odyssey, xn. 342. Odyssey, viii. 266. 
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But whatever acfls of fortitude under all trials in deed 
and word are ascribed to men of renowm, these we will 
contemplate and listen to, as for instance, 

‘ Srjiting his breast, to his hearty thus spake he in accents of 
chiding, ,, 

Patience, I j^ay thee, my heart : thou hast borne even 
worse provocation 

Yes, by all means. 

Further, wc must not permit our men, I presume, to be 
receivers of bribes or lovers, of money? 

Certainly not. 

Then we must not sing to them that 

* Gods are persuaded by gifts, by gifts dread kings are per- 

suaded 

Nor must we praise Phoenix, the tutor of Achilles, or al- 
low that he spoke with wisdom when he advised him''*’’ to 
aid the Achaeans if he rcceivccV presents from them, but 
without presents not to dismiss his anger. And we shall 
not believe or allow that Achilles himself was so ava- 
ricious as to take gifts from Agamemnon, and at another 
time to give up a dead body only on condition of receiving 
a price for it. 

No; it is not right to commend such stories. 

It is only my regard to Homer, I continued, that makes 
me slow to assert that it is a positive sin to say these 
things of Achilles, or to believe them when others say 
them : or again, to believe that he said to Apollo, 

* Thou, far-worker, hast harmed me, no god so destructive as 

thou art : 

Verily, had I the power, 1 would take vengeance upon 
thee®”;’ 

and that he behaved in so refractory a manner to the 
river who was a god, as to be prepared to fight with 
him ; and that he said of the hair that was consecrated to 
the other river Spdreheius, 

‘ Fain would I offer this hair as a gift to the hero Patrochis®®,’ 

1 

Odyssey, xx. 1 7, Supposed to be from Hesiod. 

^ Iliad, IX. 515. Iliad, XXI 1. 15. 

Iliad, XXI. 130. 23 XX I II. 15 1. 
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who was then a corpse, and that he fulfilled his purpose ; 
all these tales are not to be believed. And again, all the 
stories*^ of his dragging Hector round the tomb of Patro- 
clus, and of his immolation of the captives on the funeral 
pile, we shall unhesitatinfly declare untrue ; and shall 
not allow our yoftng men to be persuaded that Achilles, 
the son of a goddess and of Peleus, — who was a most dis- 
creet prince, and third in descent from Zeus, — and the 
pupil of Cheiron, that wfsest of teachers, was yet such a 
compound of confusions, as to combine in himself two 
such opposite maladies as nfcan covetousness and arro- 
gant contempt of gods and men. 

You are right. 

Then let us not believe, once more, or allow it to be 
said,* that Theseus the son of Poseidon, and Peirithous 
the son of Zeus, went forth to commit so c^re a rape ; nor 
tlmt any other god-sprung hero could have ventured to 
perpetrate such dreadful >mpieties as at the present day 
are falsely ascribed to them : rather let us oblige our poets 
to admit, cither that the deeds in question were not their 
deeds, or else that they were not children of gods ; but let 
them be#are of combining the two assertions, and of at- 
tempting^to make our young men believe that the gods 
are parents of evil, and that heroes are no better than 
common men: for, as we said above, these statements 
are at once irreverenW and untrue ; for we have proved, 

I believe, that evils cannot originate with the gods. 

Undoubtedly we have. 

And besides, such language is pernicious to the hearers ; 
for every one will be indulgent to vice in himself, if he is 
convinced that such were and still are the pradlices of 
those who are 

‘ Kinsfolk of gods, not far from Zeus himself, 

Whose is the al^r to ancestral Zeus 
Upon the hill of Ida, in the sky; 

And still within their veins flows blood divine'*®.’ 

On these accounts we must suppress such fables, lest 39 
they engender in our ^oung men a great aptitude for 
wickedness. 


Iliad, XXII. 394; and XXIII. 175. 

From the Niobe of /Fschylus. 

6—2 
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I entirely agree with you. 

What class then still remains, I continued, to complete 
our description of the kinds ^of narratives which may or 
may rtot be circulated? Wcch'ave already stated what 
rules must be regarded in speaking of 'the gods, and the 
demigods, and heroes, and the 5fOuls of the departed., 

We have. 

Then the mode of speaking about men will be the 
remaining subje<fl, will it not? 

Yes, obviously. ^ 

It is quite impossible, my friend, to settle this at the 
present stage of our inquiry. 

How so? 

Because, 1 imagine, we shall assert that in facfl poets 
and writers of ^prose are alike in error in the most impor- 
tant particulars, when they speak of men, — making out 
that many are happy, though ^injust, and many just, yet 
miserable, and that injustice is profitable if it be not found 
out, whereas justice is a gain to your neighbour, but a loss 
to yourself: and I imagine we shall forbid the use of such 
language, and lay our commands on all writers ,^o express 
the very opposite sentiments in their songs an^i their le- 
gends. Do you not think so? 

Nay, 1 am sure of it. 

Then, as soon as you admit tj^at I am right In that, 
shall I not fairly maintain that you have admitted the 
very proposition which is the subjecSl of our inquiry? 

Your assumption is correcfl, he replied. 

Then must we not postpone coming to an agreement as 
to the terms to be employed in speaking of men, till we 
have firs.^t discovered the real nature of justice, and proved 
that it is naturally profitable to its possessor, whether he 
have the character of being just or not? 

You are perfectly right. '' 

Let us then here close our discussion of the subje6l- 
matter of narratives : our next task, I imagine, is to inves- 
tigate the question of their form ; and this done, we shall 
have thoroughly considered both what ought to be said, 
and the mode of saying it. * 

Here Adeimantus remarked, I do not understand what 
you mean by that. 

Well, but it is important that you should, said I. Per- 
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haps you will see it better when 1 put it in this way. 

May not all the compositions of poets or legend- writers 
be described as narrations of past, present, or future 
events? 

What else could they 

Then does not* the author obtain his objedl, either by 
narration simple, or by jjarration conveyed through the 
medium of imitation, or by a mixture of both? 

This also, he said, still .requires to be made more intel- 
ligible to me. 

Apparently I am a ridicul4;)usly unintelligible teacher. 

I will therefore proceed like a man who has not the gift of 
making speeches ; I will not attempt the general question, 
but I will detach a particular instance, and endeavour 
thereby to make my meaning clear to you. Tell me then, 
are you well acquainted with the beginning of the Iliad, in 
which the poet tells us that Chryses besougtit Agamemnon 
to release his daughter, and that Agamemnon was angry 
with him; whereupon CAryses, finding his suit denied, 
prayed to his god to avenge him on the Achaeans? 393 

I am. 

You kiyw then that down to the lines, 

‘ lie petitioned all the AchcTans, 

Chiefly the twain that marshalled the host, the children of 
Atreus,’ 

the poet speaks in his own person, and does not even at- 
tempt to divert our thoughts into supposing that the 
speaker is any other than himself: but in what follows he 
speaks in the person of Chryses, and endeavours, so far as 
he can, to make us believe that it is not Homer who is 
speaking, but the aged priest. And in this style, #is nearly 
as may be, he has constru(fted all the rest of his narrative 
of the Trojan war, as well as of the events that took place 
in Ithaca, and throughout the Odyssey. 

Just so. 

It is equally narration, is it not, whether the poet is re- 
citing the occasional speeches, or describing the inter- 
mediate events ? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

But when he delivers a speech in the charadler of an- 
other man, shall we not say that on every such occasion 
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he aims at the closest resemblance in style to the person 
introduced as the speaker? 

We shall, of course. 

And when one man assume» a resemblance to another, 
in voiqjs or look, is not that imitt^tion? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

Then in such a case it appears that both Homer and 
other poets carry on the narration through the medium ot 
imitation. 

Certainly they do. 

But if the poet nowhere cpncealed his own personality, 
he would have completed his composhion and narration 
wholly without imitation. That you may not say again 
that you do not understand how this would be, I will tell 
you. If Homer, ^ — after saying that Chryses came, bring- 
ing his daughter’s ransom, in the charad^er of a suppliant 
to the AchceariS, and above all to the kings,— had con- 
tinued to speak, not as if he had become Chryses, but 
as if he were Homer still, thsK., you know, would have 
been not imitation, but simple narration. The story 
would have run in something like the following manner. 
I shall tell it in prose, for I am no poet. T{^e priest 
cai|ie and pray! J that the gods might grant to the Greeks 
the capture of Troy, and a safe return, if only they would 
release unto him his daughter, accepting the ransom, and 
reverencing his god. And when he had thus spoken, all 
the rest were moved with awe, anVi were willing to con- 
sent ; but Agamemnon was wroth, and charged him to 
depart, and come again no more, lest the staff and the 
wreaths of the god should avail him nought ; and ere his 
daughter should be set free, he said, she should grow old 
with hin}^ in Argos ; so he bade him begone, and avoid 
provoking him, if he wished to reach home unhurt. And 
394 the old man, when he heard it, was afraid, and went 
away in silence ; but when he was^ clear of the camp he 
prayed much to Apollo, calling upon the god by his titles, 
and putting him in remembrance, and asking to be re- 
paid, if ever he had presented an acceptable offering to 
him in the building of temples or the sacrifice of obla- 
tions : in consideration' of which things he prayed that he 
would avenge his tears upon the Achaeans, by shooting 
his arrows among them. In this, my friend, we have 
simple narration without imitation. 
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I understand, he said. 

I would further have you understand, that the opposite 
result ensues, when you strike out the poet’s own words 
that stand between the s{^eches, leaving only the alter- 
nate dialogue. 

Yes, I understsind : tragedies are a case of this sort. 

You are pcrfecflly right in your supposition. Now I 
thinJ: I can make you se^ clearly what before 1 could not, 
that one branch of poQtry and legend-writing consists 
wholly of imitation, that is, as you say, tragedy and co- 
medy ; another branch employs the simple recital of the 
poet in his own pefrson, and is chiefly to be found, I ima- 
gine, in dithyrambic poetry; while a third employs both 
recital and imitation, as is seen in the construction of 
epic. poems, and in many other instances, if I make you 
understand me. 

Yes, I quite comprehend now v/hat you* meant by that 
first remark. 

Now then recall what we said previously; which was, 
that having settled the question of the matter of composi- 
tion, it only remained for us to consider the manner. 

I remember. 

This then was precisely what I mca«t ; that it was 
incumbetit on us to come to an agreement, whether we 
should allow our poets, in telling their story, to employ 
imitation exclusively, or partially, (and, if so, by what cri- 
terion they should be^guided,) or not at all. 

I divine, said he, that you are speculating whether we 
shall admit tragedy and comedy into our city, or not. 

It may be so, I replied : and it may be that other claims 
will be questioned besides those of tragedy and comedy : 
in fadf, I do not yet know myself ; but we must go where 
the argument carries us, as a vessel runs Ubfore the 
wind. 

You are quite right.^ 

Here then is a question for you to consider, Adei- 
mantus, — Ought our guardians to be apt imitators, or 
not? Or does it follow, from our previous admissions, 
that any individual may pursue with success one calling, 
but not many ; or, if he attempts this, by his meddling 
with many he will fail in all, so far as to gJHn no distinc- 
tion in any ? 

That would undoubtedly be the case. 
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Does not the same principle apply to imitation, or can 
the same person imitate many things as well as he can 
imitate one ? 

Certainly he cannot. 

It is Kcry improbable, then, tl^itt one who is eligaged in 
any important calling, will at the same time know how to 
imitate a variety of things, and ]|>e a successful imitator: 
for even two branches of imitation, which are thought to 
be closely allied, are more, I believe, than can be success- 
fully pursued together by the same person ; as, for in- 
stance, the writing of comedy and of tragedy, which you 
described just now as imitations, did yoU not? 

I did ; and you are right in saying that the same per- 
sons cannot succeed in both. 

Nor yet can a man combine the professions of a reciter 
of epic poetry and an a(5lor. 

True. ^ 

Nay, the same a<flor cannot even play both Tragedy 
and Comedy; and all these aAj arts of imitation, are 
they not? 

They are. 

And human nature appears to me, Adeimantu^, to be 
split up into yet'inore minute subdivisions ^han these, so 
that a man is unable to imitate many things we?il, or to 
do the things themselves of which the imitations are like- 
nesses. 

Most true. 

If then we are to maintain our first view, that our guar- 
dians ought to be released from every other craft, that 
they” may acquire consummate skill in the art of creating 
their country’s freedom, and may follow no other occupa- 
tion but sjiich as tends to this result, it will not be de- 
sirable for them either to praeflise or to imitate anything 
else; or if they do imitate, let them imitate from very 
childhood whatever is proper to the ir profession, — brave, 
sober, religious, honourable men, and the like, — but mean- 
ness, and every other kind of baseness, let them neither 
pra(flise nor be skilled to imitate, lest from the imitation 
they be infedled with the reality. For have you not per- 
ceived that ii^itations, whether of ^bodily gestures, tones 
of voice, or modes of thought, if they be persevered in 
from an early age, are apt to grow into habits and a 
second nature? 
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Certainly I have. 

Then we shall not permit those in whom we profess to 
take an interest, and whom we desire to become good 
men, to imitate a woman, hfting themselves men, whether 
she be yoiirfg or old, eithcft'^eviling a man, or striving and 
vaunting against 1»he gods, in the belief of her own feli- 
city ; ^or taken up with misfortunes, and griefs, and com- 
plaints : much more shall we forbid them to imitate oiie 
that is ill, or in love, or in«labour. 

Exacflly so. 

Again, they must not be peiinitted to imitate slaves of 
either sex engaged In the occupations of slaves. 

No, they must not. 

Nor yet bad men, it would seem, such as cowards, and 
generally those whose condiuT is the reverse of what we 
described just now ; men in the adl of abusing and cari- 
caturing one another, and uttering ribaldry, whether 396 
drunk or sober, or committing any of those offences 
against others, or among'st themselves, of which such 
men both in word and in deed are wont to be guilty, I 
think also that we must not accustom them to liken 
themselv^ to madmen, in word or in a<T. F or though it 
is right they should know mad and wicked*people of both 
sexes, thef ought not to acfl like them, nor give imitations 
of them. 

Most true. 

Again, may they imitate smiths or any other craftsmen, 
working at their trade, or rowers pulling at the oars in a 
galley, or their strokesmen, or anything else of the kind? 

Impossible, he replied, since they are not to be per- 
mitted even to pay attention to any of these occupations. 

Once more, shall they give imitations of horses jieighing 
and bulls bellowing, or of roaring rivers and sounding 
seas, and claps of thunder, or of any such phenomena? 

Nay, we have forbidden them either to be mad them- 
selves, or to liken themselves to madmen. 

If then I understand what you meai^ there is a certain 
kind of style in narration which an honourable and ac- 
complished man will adopt, whenever he is called upon to 
narrate anything ; and sAiother kind, unlike tlje former, to 
which a man who by nature And education is of the oppo- 
site chara(^:ler, will on such occasions always adhere. 

Pray what are the two kinds? he asked. 



90 THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. [Book III. 

The former, or the man of well-regulated charadler, 
when he comes, in telling a story, to a speech or a6lion of 
a good man, will, I think, like to report it as if he were 
himself the subjecfl of the itarrative, and will not be 
ashanved of this kind of imit^t«on, preferring to imitate 
the good man when his condu<fl is steady and sensible, 
and doing so less frequently a^d faithfully when he has 
been thrown off his balance by sickness or love, or it* may 
be by intoxication or some other misfortune : but when 
he comes to a cliara<5ler that is unworthy of him, instead 
of being willing seriously tc^ liken himself to his inferior, 
except perhaps for a short time, whesi the man is per- 
forming a good action, he will be ashamed to do it, partly 
because he has had no practice in imitating such charac- 
ters, and partly, because in his deliberate contempt for 
them he disdains to mould and cast himself after'the 
models of basd- men, unless it be for mere pastime. 

So one would expe<!:l. 

Then will he not use that s^dc of narration which we 
described a little while since by referring to the poems of 
Homer, so that his style will partake both of imitation 
and of ordinary narration, the former howeve^ making 
but a small p^rt of a long discourse? -Or am I quite 
wrong ? * 

Nay, you describe accurately what must be the model 
of such a speaker. 

397 Then again, the man who is not of this charadfer, the 
more contemptible he is, will be the more inclined to omit 
nothing in his narration, and to think nothing too low for 
him, so that he will attempt, seriously and in the presence 
of many hearers, to imitate everything without exception, 
even th^ phenomena we mentioned just now, claps of 
thunder and the noise of wind and of hail, and of wheels 
and pulleys, and the sounds of trumpets and flutes and 
pipes and all manner of instruments ; nay, even the bark- 
ing of dogs, the bleating of sheep, and the notes of birds : 
and his style will jither consist wholly of the imitation of 
sounds and forms, or will comprise but a small modicum 
of narration. 

This mus{ also inevitably be thte case, he said. 

These then are the two kinds of style which I meant. 

True, there are two such styles. 

Do you see then that the transitions which occur in one 
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of the two are trifling ; and if you can adapt a suitable 
harmony and rhythm to the style, it is nearly possible for 
correcft recitation to proceed without change of style and 
in one harmony, — the transitions being inconsiderable, — 
and also irfa similarly uil'^hanging rhythm.^ 

That is precisaly the case. 

Well, and does not tht^ other kind require, on the con- 
trary, all sorts of harmonies and rhythms, if in its turn it 
is to be appropriately recited, owing to the infinite variety 
of its transitions.^ 

Most decidedly it does. * 

Then do all poefs and all who narrate anything fall into 
one or other of these two types of style, or else into one 
which is formed by blending these two together? 

They must. 

What shall we do then? Shall we admit all the three 
types into our state, or only one of them,-*^that is to say, 
either the composite type, or else one or other of the un- 
compounded? ' 

If my judgment is to prevail, we shall admit only the 
pure and simple type which imitates the virtuous man. 

N everlJieless, Adeiinantus, there is an attracflion about 
the composite <ype ; while by far the mcl^t attracflive of 
all, to chftdren and the attendants of children and to the 
vulgar mass, is the opposite of that which you prefer. 

It is true. 

But perhaps you wi!i say that it is not in harmony with 
the genius of our commonwealth, because with us there 
is no twofold or manifold man, since every one has one 
single occupation. 

You are quite right ; it would not be in harmony. 

And is not this the reason why in a state l^ke ours, 
and in no other, we shall find the shoemaker a shoemaker, 
and not a pilot in addition, and the husbandman a hus- 
bandman, and not a j;*ryman in addition, and the soldier 
a soldier, and not a tradesman in addition ; and so on 
throughout? 

True. 

It is probable then, that if a man should arrive in our 
city, so clever as to be able to assume any characfler and 398 
imitate any obje< 5 l, and should propose to make a public 
display of his talents and his produ( 5 lions, we shall pay 
him reverence as a sacred, admirable, and charming per- 
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sonage, but we shall tell him that in our state there is no one 
like him, and that our law excludes such charadlers, and 
we shall send him away to another city after pouring 
perfumed oil upon his head, anH crowning him witn wool- 
len fillats ; but for ourselves, we^ftiall employ, ftr the sake 
of our real good, that more austere and less fascinating 
poet and legend-writer, who willjimitate for us the style of 
the virtuous man, and will cast his narratives in those 
moulds which we prescribed at the outset, when we were 
engaged with the training of our soldiers. 

We shall certainly do so, if it be in our power. 

Now then, my dear friend, it would Seem that we have 
completely done with that branch of music which relates 
to fabulous and other narratives ; for we have described 
both is to be said, and it is to be said. 

1 think so too. 

r 

Then our next subjedl, I continued, is that of melody 
and songs is it not? 

Clearly it is. 

Then can it be difficult now for any one to discover 
what we ought to say about them and their proper cha- 
ra<fter, if we ai*5 to be consistent with our previous con- 
clusions? 

Here Glaucon smiled, and said, Then I am afraid that 
I, Socrates, do not come under J:he term ‘ any one : ' 
that is, I cannot this moment come to a satisfiidlory 
conclusion as to what kinds we must sanction, though 
I have my suspicions. 

I presume, at all events, you feel quite able to affirm 
so much as this, that a song consists of three parts, the 
words, t^e harmony, and the rhythm. 

Yes, I can affirm that. 

Then I presume that between the words of a song and 


It has been found very difficult to interpret the terms of 
ancient music in those of the modern science. The reader who 
desires to learn what is known about Creek Music may refer to 
the article on that subjeeft in Dr Smith’s Di<5lionary of Antiqui- 
ties. The wqfd apfjLovla has been refidered in the text by its 
English form ‘harmony;’ but it will be seen that it does not 
stricflly correspond in sense with the technical acceptation of the 
English word. 
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words not set to niusic there is no difference, so far as 
concerns the propriety of their being composed in ac- 
cordance with the types which we lately appointed, and 
in the same manner. 

True. ^ 

And you will^rant that the harmony and the rhythm 
ought to follow the word|. 

Undoubtedly. 

But we said, you know, that in the case of words we 
did not require dirges and complaints. 

No, we do not. 

Which then ar5 the plaintive harmonics ? tell me, for " 
you are musical. 

Mixed Lydian and Hyperlydian, and such as are like 
these. 

Irhcse then must be discarded : for they are useless 
even to women that are to be virtuously ^iven, not to say 
to men. 

(2uite so. 

And you will grant that drunkenness, effeminacy, and 
idleness are most unbecoming things in guardians. 

Undotibtedly they are. 

Which of the harmonies then are effeiftinate and con- 
vivial ? 

The Ionian and the Lydian, which are called ‘ lax.’ 3 

Will you employ t^^ese then, my friend, in the training 
of men of war ? 

By no means : and if I mistake not, you have only the 
Dorian and the Phrygian left you. 

•I do not know the harmonies myself, I said ; only see 
you leave me that particular harmony which will suitably 
represent the tones and accents of a brave majj engaged 
in a feat of arms, or in any violent operation, who, if he 
fails of success, or encounters wounds and death, or falls 
into any other calannity, in all such contingencies with 
unflinching endurance parries the blows of fortune ; leave 
me also another harmony, expressive of the feelings of one 
who is engaged in an occupation not violent, but peaceful 
and unconstrained ; — it may be, using persuasion and 
entreaty, addressing dther a prayer to a g<jd, or instruc- 
tion and advice to a man ; or, on the other hand, lend- 
ing himself to the prayers or advice or persuasion of 
Reading i'Tr^oi'Ta. 
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another, and after this succeeding to his wish ; and not 
behaving arrogantly, but a(5ling in all these circumstances 
with soberness and moderation, and in the same spirit 
acquiescing in every result. l!!eave me these |wo harmo- 
nies, the one violent, the other /fanquil, such as shall best 
imitate the tones of men in adversity and in prosperity, in 
a temperate and in a courageour mood. 

Well, said he, you arc recommending me to leave pre- 
cisely those which 1 just mentioned. 

Then we shall not require for our songs and instrumen- 
tal accompaniments a variel»y of strings, or an instrument 
embracing all harmonies. 

I believe not. 

Then we shall not maintain the makers of harps or 
dulcimers, or any instrument that has many strings .and 
serves for manv harmonies. 

Apparently not. 

But will you admit into yqur city flute-makers and 
flute-players? or am I right in saying that the flute 
has more strings than any other instrument, and that 
the panharmonium itself is only an imitation of the 
flute ? 

Manifestly you are right. 

Then you have the lyre and the guitar remainfng, which 
will be of service in the town ; while in the country the 
herdsmen will have some kind of pipe. 

So at least the argument indicates to us. 

Surely we are guilty of no innovation, my friend, in pre- 
ferring Apollo and Apollo’s instruments to Marsyas and 
his instruments. 

No, I really think we are not. 

Well, rl protest, said I, we have been unconsciously 
purging the city, which we said just now was in too 
luxurious a condition. 

And we have done wisely. 

Come then, I continued, let us finish our purgation. 
Next after the haryionies will follow our law of rhythms, 
to the efle<5l that we must not aim at a variety of them, or 
study all movements indiscriminately, but observe what 
400 are the natural rhythms of a will-regulated and manly 
life, and when we have discovered these we must compel 
the foot and the music to suit themselves to the sense of 
such a life, and not the sense to suit itself to the foot and 
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the music. But what these rhythms may be, it is your 
business to explain, as you did the harmonies. 

Nay, but in good faith, he said, I cannot tell. I cer- 
tainly coul^ say, from wh!lt I have observed, that there 
are three principal kind?^nto which all movements may 
be analyzed, as ih the case of sounds there are four kinds 
into .which all harmonies may be resolved : but which 
kinds of rhythm express which kinds of life, I cannot say. 

Well, said I, we will •call in Damon to our counsels 
upon the question, what movements are akin to meanness 
and insolence, or to madnesi and other vices, and what 
rhythms are to be left as expressive of the opposite quali- 
ties. But I fancy that I have heard him indistincflly al- 
luding to a certain complex warlike rhythm, and another 
that *was da6lylic, and a third heroic,- -arranging them 
1 know not how, and shewing that the r^se and fall of 
each foot balance one another, by resolving them into 
short and long syllables ; and he gave the name iambus 
to a certain foot, if I am not wrong, and trochee to an- 
other, affixing to them long and short marks. And in 
some of these, I think, he would blame or praise the 
march o4i the foot no less than the rhythm, or perhaps 
the two taken •together : for 1 cannot speak positively. 
But let tnese questions, as I said before, be referred to 
Damon : for to settle them would require no short dis- 
cussion ; or do you think differently? 

No, indeed I do not. 

But this point at least you can settle, that grace and 
awkwardness accompany a good or a bad rhythm? 

Of course they do. 

And good and bad rhythm are, by a process of assimila- 
tion, results of a good style and its opposite resj^dfively ; 
and the same may be said of good and bad harmony, that 
is to say, if rhythm and harmony are to suit themselves 
to the words, as was ajfeerted just now, and not the words 
to them. 

No doubt they must suit thcmselve%to the words. 

But what do you say of the style and the words? 
are they not determined by the moral disposition of the 
soul ? • 

Undoubtedly they are. 

And is all the rest determined by the style ? 

Yes. 
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Then good language and good harmony and grace and 
good rhythm all depend upon a good nature, by which 
I do not mean that silliness which by courtesy we call 
goodnature, but a mind that it, really well and nobly con- 
stituted in its moral charader^/ 

Precisely so. 

Then must not our young m^n on all occfasions pursue 
these qualities, if we intend them to perform their proper 
work ? 

401 Yes, they must. 

And such qualities, I presume, enter largely into paint- 
ing and all similar workmanship, ‘into weaving and 
embroidery, into architedure, as well as the whole manu- 
fadure of utensils in general ; nay, into the constitution 
of living bodies, and of all plants : for in all these things 
gracefulness or ungracefulness finds place. And" the 
absence of grlice, and rhythm, and harmony, is closely 
allied to an evil style, and an evil charader : whe|eas 
their presence is allied to, and expressive of, the oppo^site 
charader, which is brave and soberminded. 

You are entirely right. 

This being the case, ought w^e to confine oi^rselves to 
superintending our poets, and compelling ‘them to impress 
on their produdions the likeness of a good Aioral cha- 
rader, on pain of not composing among us ; or ought we 
to extend bur superintendence to J:he professors of every 
other craft as well, and forbid them to impress those signs 
of an evil nature, of dissoluteness, of meanness, and of 
ungracefulness, either on the likenesses of living creatures, 
or on buildings, or any other work of their hands ; alto- 
gether interdiding such as cannot do otherwise from 
working, in our city, that our guardians may not be reared 
amongst images of vice, as upon unwholesome pastures, 
culling much every day by little and little from many 
places, and feeding upon it, until <:hey insensibly accumu- 
late a large mass of evil in their inmost souls Ought we 
not, on the contrary, to seek out artists of another stamp, 
who by the power ’ of genius can trace out the nature of 
the fair and the graceful, that our young men, dwelling as 
it were in healthful region, may*xlrink in good from every 
quarter, whence any emanation front noble works may 
strike upon their eye or their ear, like a gale wafting 
health from salubrious lands, and win them imperceptibly 
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from their earliest childhood into resemblance, love, and 
harmony with the true beauty of reason? 

Such a nurture, he replied, would be by far the best. 

Is it then, Glaucon, on# these accounts that we attach 
such supreme importanoi: to a musical education, ]^ecause 
rhythm and harjnony sin^ most deeply into the recesses 
of the soul, and take most powerful hold of it, bringing 
gracefulness in their trafn, and making a man graceful if 
he be rightly nurtured, ^ut if not, the reverse? and also 
because he that has been duly nurtured therein will have 
the keenest eye for defeCis, A^hcther in the failures of art, 
or the misgrowtl^s of nature; and feeling a most just 
disdain for them, will commend beautiful objcdls, and 
gladly receive them into his soul, and feed upon them, 402 
and. grow to be noble and good ; whereas he will rightly 
censure and hate all repulsive objeefts, even in his child- 
hood, before he is able to be reasoned \*ith ; and when 
reason comes, he will welcome her most cordially who can 
retognize her by the instindl of relationship, and because 
he has been thus nurtured? 

1 have no doubt, he said, that such are the reasons for 
a musical education. 

You know, 1 ^ continued, that in learning ^to read we were 
considered tolerably perfe(Sl, as soon as w^e could be sure 
of recognizing the few letters there are, scattered about in 
all existing words, and that we never treated them with 
disrcspeCl in either 9 small word or a great, as if it did 
not signify to notice them, but were anxious to distinguish 
them everywhere, believing that we should be no scholars 
till we were thus qualified. 

True. 

Is it not also true that we shall not know the imaj^es of 
letters, as rcfledled either in still water or in*a mirror, 
until we know the letters themselves, because the know- 
ledge of both the refle^lions and the originals belongs to 
the same art and study? 

It is pcrfecTly true. 

Tell me then, I pray you, to pass from my illustration 
to the things illustrated, shall we in like manner never 
become truly musical, either ourselves, nor the guardians 
whom we say we arc to instrudf, until we knbw the essen- 
tial forms of temperance and courage and liberality and 
munificence, and all that are akin to these, and their 

7 
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opposites also, wherever they are scattered about, and 
discern them wherever they are to be found, themselves 
and their images, never slighting them either in small 
things or in great, but behe\*ing the knowledge of the 
forms ^nd of their images to belong to the same art and 
study? ^ 

It must inevitably be so. 

Surely, then, to him who has an eye to see,' there can be 
no fairer spc61acle than that of a man who combines the 
possession of moral beauty in his soul with outward 
beauty of form, corresponding and harmonizing with the 
fonner, because the same great pattern enters into both. 

There can be none so fair. 

And you will grant that what is fairest is loveliest? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

Then the truly musical person will love those who com- 
bine most perfj(flly moral and physical beauty, but will 
not love any one in whom there is dissonance. 

No, not if there be any defec^l: in the soul; but if it is 
only a bodily blemish, he may so bear with it as to be will- 
ing to regard it with complacency. 

1 understand, I said, that you have now, or hajge had, a 
favourite of tht.^ kind; so I give way. Bwt tell me this: 
has pleasure in excess any fellowship with temperance? 

How can it have, when it unsettles the mind no less 
. than pain? 

Has it any with virtue generally.^ 

403 Certainly not, 

Wiell ; has it anything in common with wantonness and 
licentiousness? 

Most assuredly it has. 

Can you mention any pleasure that is greater and more 
violent than that which accompanies the indulgence of 
the passion of love? 

I cannot ; nor yet one that is more akin to madness. 

But is it not the nature of legitimate love to desire an 
orderly and beautiful obje(5l in a sober and harmonious 
temper? 

Certainly it is. 

Then nothing akin to madnessi or licentiousness must 
approach legitimate love? 

It must not. 

i Then the pleasure in question must not approach it. 
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nor must a lover and his beloved, whose affecflions are 
rightly given and returned, have anything to do with it. 

They must not, indeed, Socrates. * 

Apparently then, in th? state we are organizing, you 
will legislille to this that though a lover may be 

attached* to' a fa\iourite, and frequent his society, and em- 
brace him as a son, for l^is beauty’s sake, if he can gain 
his consent ; yet in other matters he shall so regulate his 
intercourse with the person he affects, as that he shall 
never be suspe<fled of extending his familiarity beyond 
this, on pain of being censuri#d for vulgarity and want of 
tiiste, if he adls otherwise. 

We shall do so. 

Do you then think with me that our theory of music is 
now •complete.^ At all events, it has ended where it ought 
to (!nd: for music, I imagine, ought to end in the love of 
the beautiful. * 

1 agree with you, he said. 

Gymnastic will hold the next place to music in the edu- 
cation of our young men. 

Certaii|ly. 

No doubt a careful training in gymnastic, as well as in 
music, oifght to begin with their childhood, and go on 
through all their life. But the following is the true view 
of the case, in my opinion : see what you think of it. My 
belief is, not that a good body will by its own excellence, 
make the soul good ; but on the contrary, that a good soul 
will by its excellence render the body as perfccfl as it can 
be ; but what is your view ? 

The same as yours. 

Then if we were first to administer the requi^te treat- 
ment to the mind, and then to charge it with the task of 
prescribing details with refereifce to the body, contenting 
ourselves with indicating no more than the general princi- 
ples, in order to avoid prolixity, should we be doing right? 

Quite so. ^ 

We have already said that the persons in question must 
refrain from drunkenness : for a guardian is the last per^ 
son in the world, 1 shbuld think, to be allowed to get 
drunk, and not know where he is. 

Truly it would be ridiculous for a guardian to require a 
guard. 


7—2 
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But about eating : — our men are combatants in a most 
important arena, are they not? 

They are. 

404 Then will the habit of bod^ which is cultivated by the 
trained fighters of the palaestm'^be suitable to such per- 
sons ? ' 

Perhaps it will. 

Well, but this is a sleepy kind of regimen, and produces 
a precarious state of health. For do you not observe that 
men in the regular training sleep their life away, and if 
they depart only slightly ‘from the prescribed diet, are 
attacked by serious maladies in their worst form? 

I do. 

Then a better conceived regimen is required for our 
athletes of war, who must be wakeful like watch- dogs, and 
possess the utmost quickness both of eye and ear, and 
who are so exposed, when on service, to variations in the 
water they drink and the rest of their food, and to vicis- 
situdes of sultry heats and wintry storms, that it will not 
do for them to be of precarious health. 

1 believe you arc right. 

Then will the best gymnastic be sister to Che music 
which we described a little while ago? 

How do you mean? 

it will, I imagine, be a simple moderate system, espe- 
cially that assigned to our fightin^*]" men. 

What will it be like? 

On these points we may take a lesson even from Ho- 
mer. You know that at the repasts of his heroes, when 
they are in the field, he never sets fish before them, 
although they are upon the shore of the Hellespont, nor 
yet boil?d meat, but only roast, which soldiers could of 
course procure most readijy : for anywhere, one may say, 
there is less difficulty in using mere fire than in carrying 
about pots and pans. 

Certainly, 

Neither has Hqmer, if I remember right, ever said a 
word about sauces. However, this is as well known, I 
believe, to all that are in training, as to Homer, that a 
man who desires to be in goo^ condition must abstain 
from all such indulgences: is it not? 

They do know it, and are right in abstaining from them. 

Then apparently, my good friend, you do not approve 
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of a Syracusan table, and of a Sicilian variety of dishes, 
if you hold such abstinence to be right. 

I think I do not. 

Then you also disapprove of a taste for the damsels of 
Corinth, in men who are be in good bodily condition. 

Most assurcdl)* I do. 

Then do you also cond^^mn those celebrated delicacies, 
our Athenian confecflionery.'^ 

Of course I do. • 

In fa(^l:, it would not be amiss, I imagine, to compare 
this whole system of feedings and living to that kind of 
music and singing which is adapted to the panharmo- 
nium, and composed in every variety of rhythm. 

Undoubtedly it would be a just comparison. 

Is* it not true, then, that as in music variety begat dis- 
soluteness in the soul, so here it begets disease in the 
body, while simplicity in gymnastic is a 5 produdlive of 
health, as in music it was productive of temperance? 

Most true. 

But when dissoluteness and diseases abound in a city, 405 
are not law-courts and surgeries opened in abundance, 
and do tiot law and physic begin to hold their heads 
high, wh^en niTinbcrs even of well-born Iversons devote 
themselves with eagerness to these professions? 

What else can we expect ? 

But where can yq^i find a more signal proof that a 
low and vicious education prevails in a state, than in the 
fadl that first-rate physicians and jurymen arc in request, 
not merely among base-born mechanics, but even among 
those who lay claim to the birth and breeding of gentle- 
men ? Docs it not seem to you a scandalous thing, and 
a strong proof of defective education, to be obliged to 
import justice from others, in the character of Torcls and 
judges, in consequence of the scanty supply at home? 

Nothing can be moi^ scandalous. 

Do you think it at all less scandalous, when a man 
not only consumes the greater part of his life in courts of 
law as plaintiff or defendant, but actually has the vul- 
garity to plume himself upon this very fact, boasting of 
being an adept in crimt*, and such a master pf tricks and 
turns, of mancDeuvre and evasion, as always to be able 
to wriggle out of the grasp of justice, and escape from 
punishment, and that for the sake of worthless trifles, 
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not knowing how much nobler and better it were so to 
order his life as never to stand in need of a sleepy judge? 

Nay, this is even a greater scandal than the other. 

And do you not hold it dis^aceful to requi|;e medical 
aid, unless it be for a wound, cy* an attack of illness in- 
cidental to the time of year, — to require ft, I mean, owing 
to our laziness, and the life we l«ad, and to get ourselves 
so stuffed with humours and wind, like quagmires, as to 
compel the clever sons of Asclepius to call diseases by 
such names as flatulence and catarrh. 

To be sure these are v»ry strange and newfangled 
names for disorders. 

Such as did not exist, I imagine, in Asclepius’s time. 
So I infer, because at Troy, when Eurypylirs was wounded, 
his sons did not blame the woman who gave hiiV^ a 
4.06 draught of Pramnian wine, with a plentiful sprinkling 
of barley-meal, and with cheese grated over it, which you 
know would be thought an inflammatory mixture, nor did 
they rebuke Patroclus who dressed his wounds. 

Certainly, said he, it was a strange potion for a man 
in his state. 

Not if you consider that formerly, till the tim^’ of He- 
rodicus, as wc are told, the disciples of Asdlepiu^ did not 
employ our present system of medicine, which waits upon 
diseases as the son of a rich man is waited on by his 
attendant. But Hcrodicus, who \vs a training-master, 
and fell into bad health, made such a compound of physic 
and gymnastic, that he first and chiefly worried out 
himsfelf, and then many others after him. 

How so? 

By rendering his death a lingering one. For he fol- 
lowed hi^. disease, which was a mortal one, step by step, 
and while he was unable, as I imagine, to cure himself, 
he devoted his whole time to the business of do< 5 foring 
himself ; living continually in torment, if ever he deviated 
from his usual diet ; and thus struggling against death, 
was brought by his cleverness to old age. 

A noble prize for his art to win him ! 

It is what one might expe<fl, I continued, from a 
person ignorant that it was not ^jecause Asclepius did 
not know, or nad not tried this kind of medical treatment, 
that he never discovered it to his descendants ; but 
because he was aware that in all well-regulated communi- 
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ties each has a work assigned to him in the state, which 
he must needs do, and that no one has leisure to spend 
his life as an invalid in the dodlor’s hands : a fadl which 
we perceive in the case^ol the labouring population, but 
which, with ludicrous inconsistency, we fail to detedl in 
the case of thos^ who are reputed rich and happy. 

How is that ? he asked. 

When a carpenter is ill, 1 replied, he expecfls to 
receive a draught front his docflor, that will expel the 
disease by vomiting or purging, or else to get rid of it by 
cauterizing, or a ^urgical operation ; but if any one were 
to prescribe to him a long course of diet, and to order 
bandages for his head, with other treatment to corre- 
spond, he would soon tell such a medical adviser that he 
had no time to be ill, and that it was not worth fiis while 
to live in this way, devoting his mind to his malady, and 
negledfing his proper occupation : and tnen wishing the 
physician a good morning, he would enter upon his usual 
course of life, and either regain his health and live in the 
performance of his business ; or, should his constitution 
prove unable to bear up, death puts an end to his troubles. 

Yes ;• and for a man in that statior^ of life this is 
thought*the proper use to make of mediem assistance. 

Is it because he had a work to do, which, if he failed 4^7 
to perform, it was not worth his while to live ? 

Manifestly. 

But the rich man, as we say, has no appointed work 
of such a charadler, that, if compelled to leave it undone, 
life is to him not worth having. 

No: it is supposed he has not. 

Then you do not listen to Phocylides, when he says, 
that so soon as a man has got whereon to li«e, then he 
ought to pradlise virtue. 

Yes, and before that too, I should think. 

Let us have no quaTrel with him on this subject, said I ; 
but let us inform ourselves whether the rich have to prac- 
tise virtue so that, if they do not, lifers worthless to them; 
or, whether valetudinarianism, though an obstacle to mental 
application in carpentering and the other arts, forms no 
impediment to the fulfilment of the precept rfif Phocylides. 

Nay, in very truth, I believe there is no greater im- 
pediment to it than that excessive care of the body which 
extends beyond gymnastic : for it is alike harassing to a 
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man, whether he be engaged in domestic business, or 
serving in the field, or sitting as a magistrate at home. 

But quite the worst of it is, that it is a grievous 
hindrance to studies of all t:iyds, and reflexion, and 
inward* meditation, being ever apprehensive of some 
headache, or dizziness, which it accuses philosophy of 
producing ; and therefore in so far as virtue is pradfised 
and proved by intellectual study, it is a sheer obstacle to 
it ; for it makes a man always faftcy himself ill, and never 
lets him rest from the pangs of anxiety about his health. 

Yes, that is the natural cffiPCl of it. , 

Then must wc not maintain that Asclepius, knowing 
all this, revealed the healing art for the benefit of those 
whose constitutions were naturally sound, and had not 
been imjDaired by their habits of life, but who were suififcr- 
ing from some soecific complaint, and that he used to expel 
their disorders oy drugs and the use of the knife, without 
interrupting their customary avocations, that he might 
not damage the interests of the state ; but that where 
the constitution was thoroughly diseased to the core, he 
would not attempt to protra(S a miserable existence by a 
studied regiineg, drawing off from the system, aifd again 
pouring into it a little at a time, and suffer his* patients 
to beget children, in all probability as diseased as them- 
selves ; thinking medical treatment ill bestowed on one 
who could not live in his regular rrund of duties, since 
such a person is of no use either to himself or to the state ? 

You make out Asclepius to have been a profound 
statesman. 

Clearly so : and because he was a man of that descrip- 
408 tion, his sons, as you must have observed, proved them- 
selves br<»ve men in the battle before Troy, and also 
employed the healing art in the manner I have described. 
Or have you forgotten that when Menelaus had been 
wounded by the spear of Pandarus,*" 

‘Sucking the blood from the gash, they laid mild simples 
upon it^^.” • 

But what he was to eat or drink after this, they no more 
prescribed in his case than that of Eurypylus, knowing 
that the simples were sufficient to cure men who before 
receiving the wounds were healthy and regular in their 

Iliad IV. 218. 
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mode of life, even if they happened to drink the next 
moment a compound of meal, wine, and cheese ; but as 
for the constitutionally diseased and the intemperate, 
they though^ the existence of such a man no gain either 
to himself or to others, b'^eving that their art wjfe not 
meant for persoiffe of that sort, and that it would be 
wrong to attempt their cune, even if they were richer than 
Midas. 

The sons of Asclcpius? were, by your account, very 
shrewd fellows. 

And it was mcel^ they shoukl be. And yet the trage- 
dians, and Pindar, dissent from us ; and while they assert 
that Asclepius was the son of Apollo, declare that he was 
induced by a bribe of gold to raise to life a rich man who 
was, Already dead, which was indeed the cause of his 
being smitten by a thunderbolt. But we^ agreeably to 
our principles, cannot believe both these statements of 
theirs : on the contrary, we shall maintain, that if he was 
the son of a god, he was not covetous ; if he was covetous, 
he was not the son of a god. 

In that, he said, we shall be perfecflly right. But 
what say^you, Socrates, on this point? oiujfit we not to 
have goo(J physicians in our city? Now the best phy- 
sicians, I imagine, will be those who have had the largest 
pra<flice both among the healthy and among the diseased ; 
just as the best jurors ^n like manner will be those who 
have mixed with men of all varieties of chara(fler. 

Decidedly, I replied, I am for having good ones : but 
do you know whom I consider such ? 

I shall if you inform me. 

I will try to do so : but your question, I must premise, 
spoke of two dissimilar things in the same words^ 

How so? 

Physicians, it is true, would acquire the greatest ex- 
pertness if from their (Childhood upwards they not only 
studied their profession, but also came in contact with the 
greatest number of the worst cases, iind had personal 
experience of every kind of malady, and were naturally 
not very healthy. For it is not the physician^s body, I 
imagine, which cures the bodies of others ; — if it were, it 
could not be suffered at any time to be, or to become, 
diseased ; — but his mind, which cannot dire<fl any treat- 
ment skilfully, if it has become, or always was, depraved. 



io6 THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. [Book III. 

You are right. 

But a juror, my friend, governs mind by mind; his 
409 mind therefore cannot be suffered to be reared from a 
tender age among vicious mii:^s, and to associate with 
them,* and to run the whole pound of crimes in its own 
experience, in order to be quick at inferring the guilt of 
^ others from its own self-knowladge, as is allowable in the 
case of bodily disorders : on the contrary, it ought from 
his early youth to have been free from all experience and 
taint of evil habits, if it is to be qualified by its own 
thorough excellence to administer i^iund justice. And 
this is the reason why good people, when young, appear 
to be simple and easy /i6lims to the impositions of bad 
men, because they have not in their own consciousness 
examples of like passions with the wicked. . 

Yes, they a»c exceedingly liable to such imposition. 

Therefore, to make a good juror a man must not be 
young, but old ; and his knowledge of what injustice is 
should be acquired late in life, not by observing it as an 
inmate of his own soul, but by long pracflice in discerning 
its baneful nature, as it exists out of himself in the souls 
of others ; insothcr words, guided by ktiowlecfge^ not by 
personal experience. « 

Certainly, that would seem to be the noblest style of 
juror. 

Yes, and a good one too, v-fliich is the point in 
question : for he that has a good soul is good. But your 
smart and suspicious juryman, who has been guilty 
himself of many crimes, and fancies himself knowing and 
clever, so long as he has to deal with men like himself, 
betrays astonishing wariness, thanks to those inward 
examples which he has ever in sight : but when he comes 
into communication with men of years and virtue, he 
shews himself to be no better th^n a fool, with his mis- 
timed suspicions, and his ignorance of a healthy character, 
which are the consequences of his not possessing any 
example of such* a phenomenon. But as he falls in 
oftener with wicked than with good men, he seems both 
to himself and others to be rathcf clever than foolish. 

That is if lost true. 

It is not then in a man of this stamp that we must 
look for our good and wise juror, but in one of the former 
class. For vice can never know both itself and virtue ; 
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but virtue, in a well-instruiflcd nature, will in time acquire 
a knowledge at once of itself and of vice. The virtuous 
man therefore, in my opin^n, and not the vicious man, 
will make tjie wise judge^ 

I quite agree with you. • 

Then will you* not establish in your city the two facul- 
ties, of medicine and of 4 aw, each having the charaCler 
we have described, to bestow their services on those only 41 
of the citizens whose bodfly and mental constitutions are 
sound and good, leaving those that are otherwise in body 
to die, and adlually. putting to*death those who are natu- 
rally corrupt and incurable in soul ? 

Yes, he said : this has been proved to be the best 
course both for the patients themselves and for the 
state* 

As for the young men, I continued, U is clear that 
they will be cautious how they incur any need of law, so 
long as they use that simple kind of music which, as we 
stated, generates sobriety in the soul. 

Undoubtedly. 

If then the accomplished student of music follow this 
same traSk in the pursuit of gymnastic, ma^ he not, if he 
pleases, sq far succeed as to be independent of the medical 
art except in extreme cases 

I think he may. 

Moreover, in the c)«rcises and toils which he imposes 
upon himself, his objecfl will be rather to stimulate the 
spirited element of his nature than to gain strength ; and 
he will not, like athletes in general, take the prescribed 
food and exercise merely for the sake of muscular power. 

You are quite right. 

Then, Glaucon, am I also right in saying that those 
who establish a system of education in music and gym- 
nastic, are not a(fluated by the purpose which some 
persons attribute to tSem, of applying the one to the 
improvement of the soul, the other to that of the body? 

Why what can be their objed;, if thistis not? 

Probably they introduce both mainly for the sake of 
the soul. 

How so? 

Do you not observe the chara(fleristics which distin- 
guish the minds of those who have been familiar with 
gymnastic all their lives, without any acquaintance with 
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music? and again, of those whose condition is the reverse 
of this? 

To what do you allude? 

To the roughness and harcfngss which ma]^k the one, 
and tMh softness and gentleness which mark the other. 

0 yes. Those who have devoted th^selvcs to gym- 
nastic exclusively, become ruder than they ought to be; 
while those who have devoted themselves to music are 
made softer than is good for th(5n. 

We know, however, that rudeness is the natural pro- 
ducfl of the spirited elemeift, which, if rightly nurtured, 
will be brave ; but, if strained to an improper pitch, will 
in all probability become harsh and disagreeable. 

1 think so. 

Well, and will not gentleness be a property of ^ the 
philosophic tejpperament ? and a property which, if too 
much indulged, will produce in it an excess of softness ; 
but which, rightly nurtured, will render it gentle and 
orderly ? 

True. 

But wc say that our guardians ought to combine both 
these tempera^ients. 

They ought. ^ 

Then must they not be mutually harmonized? 

Unquestionably. 

I And where this harmony cxists,«thc soul is both tem- 
perate and brave? 

Certainly, 

And where it is wanting, the soul is cowardly and 
coarse? 

Very much so. 

Accordingly, when a man surrenders himself to music 
and flute-playing, and suffers his soul to be flooded through 
the funnel of his ears with those sweet and soft and plain- 
tive harmonies of which we just*spoke, and spends his 
whole life in warbling and delighting himself with song, 
such a man at the outset tempers like steel whatever 
portion of the spirited element he possesses, and makes 
it useful instead of brittle and useless: if, however, he 
relaxes not in his devotion, but yields to the enchantment, 
he then begins to liquefy and waste away, till the spirit 
is melted out of hini, and the sinews of his soul are extir- 
pated, and he is made ‘ a feeble wielder of the lance.* 
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Exactly so. 

And if he has received a spiritless soul originally from 
the hand of nature, this result is soon brought to pass: 
but if the contrary, he so c%ifeebles his spirit as to render 
it easily swayed, quicklf jcindled and quickly slaked by 
trifling causes. •Consequently, such persons, instead of 
being spirited, are made, choleric and irritable, and the 
prey of morose tempers. 

Precisely so. • 

Well, but if, on the other hand, he devotes himself to 
hard labour in gymnastic, and indulges to his heart’s con- 
tent in good living, while he keeps aloof from music and 
philosophy, does not the excellent condition of his body 
at first inspire him with self-confidence and spirit, and 
make him surpass himself in courage? 

Yes, that it does. 

But what is the consequence of thus dhgaging in tl^js 
one occupation, to the total exclusion of the Muse’s in- 
fluence? Even supposing him to have possessed at first 
some taste for learning, yet if that taste is never fed with 
knowledge or inquiry, and takes no part in rational dis- 
course di* any intellecflual pursuits, does it not become 
weak and deal* and blind, from the want (Tf stimulus and 
nourishnient, and because its senses are never thoroughly 
purged? 

Just so. ^ 

Consequently such a man becomes a hater of discus- 
sion, 1 imagine, and an illiterate person ; and abandoning 
the use of rational persuasion, he settles all his business 
like a wild beast by violence and roughness, and lives in 
ignorance and awkwardness, with no symmetry and no 
grace. 

That is exadlly the case. 

To correct then, as it would appear, these two exclu- 
sive temperaments, tht? spirited and the philosophic, some 
god, as I for my part shall maintain, has given to men 
two arts, music and gymnastic, not^ for soul and body 
distindlively, except in a secondary way, but expressly for ' 
those two temperaments, in order that by the increase or 412 
relaxation of the tension to the due pitch Jhey may be 
brought into mutual accord. 

So it would appear. 

Then whosoever can best blend gymnastic with music, 
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and bring both to bear on the mind most judiciously, such 
a man we shall justly call perfe(5l in music, and a master 
of true harmony, much rather than the artist who tunes 
the strings of the lyre. 

Yes^ and with good reason, Sdcrates. 

Then will not some such overseer be .always needed in 
our state, Glaucon, if our compion wealth is designed to 
endure? 

Yes, indeed, such an officer wjll be quite indispensable. 

Such then will be the oiy;lines of our system of educa- 
tion and training. For why should one enter into details 
respeefling the dances which will be in vogue in a state 
like ours, the hunting and field-exercises, or the sports of 
the gymnasium and the race-course? It is tolerably .clear 
that these must correspond with the foregoing outlfnes^ 
and there will4)e no further difficulty in discovering them. 
^ Perhaps not, he said. 

Very good: then what will be the next point for us to 
settle? is it not this, which of the persons so educated are 
to be the rulers, and which the subjects? 

Unquestionably it is. 

There can 4)e no doubt that the rulei*s must be the 
elderly men, and the subje<5ls the younger. 

True. 

And also that the rulers must be the best men among 
them. 

True again. 

Are not the best agriculturists those who are most 
agricultural? 

Yes. 

In the present case, as we require the best guardians, 
shall we*not find them in those who are most capable of 
guarding a state? 

Yes. 

Then for this purpose must they not be intelligent and 
powerful, and, moreover, careful of the state? 

They must. 

And a man will be most careful of that which he loves? 

Of course. 

And assu^dly he will love tl^at most whose interests he 
regards as identical with his own, and in whose prosperity 
or adversity he believes his own fortunes to be involved. 
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Just so. 

Then we must seledl from the whole body of guardians 
those individuals who appear to us, after due observation, 
to be remarkable above others for the zeal with which, 
through theh: whole life, they have done what they, have 
thought advantageous to tlfe state, and inflexibly refused 
to do what they thought the reverse. 

Yes,* these are the suitable persons, he said. 

Then I think we must, watch them at every stage of 
their life, to see if they are tenacious guardians of this 
conviiflion, and never bewitche^d or forced into a forgetful 
abandonment of th® belief that they ought to do what is 
best for the state. 

What is this abandonment you speak of? 

1 will tell you. Opinions appear to me to quit the 
mind either bv a voluntary or involuntary adl ; a false 413 
opinion by a voluntary a6l, when the holder learns his 
error; but a true opinion invariably by an involuntary 

aa. 

I understand the notion of a voluntary abandonment, 
but I have yet to learn the meaning of the involuntary. 

Well, t)|en, do you not agree with me, that men are 
deprived of good things against their will, €)f evil things 
with their nvill? And is it not an evil thing to be the 
viaim of a lie, and a good thing to possess the truth? 

And do you not think that a man is in possession of 
the truth when his djjinions represent things as they 
are? 

Yes, you are right ; and I believe that men arc deprived 
of a true opinion against their will. 

Then, when this happens, must it not be owing cither 
to theft, or witchcraft, or violence? 

I do not even now understand. 

I am afraid I use language as obscure as tragedy. By 
those who have a theft pva^lised on them, I mean such as 
are argued out of, or forget, their belief, because, in the 
one case argument, and in the other, time, privily carries 
off their opinion. Now, I fancy, you uflderstand? 

Yes. 

By those who have violence done to them I mean all 
whose opinions are change<|^by pain or grief. • 

That too I understand, and I think you are right. 

And those who are bewitched, you would yourself, I 
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believe, assert to be those who change their opinion either 
through the sedudlions of pleasure or under the pressure 
of fear. 

Yes; everything that deceives may be said to bewitch. 

Ttoi, as 1 said just now, wc*must inquire who are the 
best guardians of this inwar<f convic^lion, that they must 
always do that which they thipk best for the state. We 
must watch them, 1 say, from their earliest childhood, 
giving them a( 5 lions to perform in which people would be 
most likely to forget, or be beguiled of, such a belief, and 
then we must selecfi thosy whose memory is tenacious, 
and who are proof against deceit, and exclude the rest. 
Must we not? 

Yes. 

We must also appoint them labours, and vexations, and 
contests, in which we must watch for the same symptoms 
of chara^ler. 

Rightly so. 

And, as a third kind of test, we must try them with 
witchcraft, and observe their behaviour; and, just as 
young horses are taken into the presence of noise and 
tumult, to see whether they are timid, so mus*^ we bring 
our men, while still young, into the midst of objecls of 
terror, and presently transfer them to scenes of pleasure, 
trying them much more thoroughly than gold is tried in 
the fire, to find whether they shew themselves under all 
circumstances inaccessible to witchcraft, and seemly in 
their bearing, good guardians of themselves and of the 
music which they have been taught, approving themselves 
on every occasion true to the laws of rhythm and har- 
mony, and a(fling in such a way as would render them 
most u^i^eful to themselves and the state. And whoever, 
414 from time to time, after being put to the proof, as a child, 
as a youth, and as a man, comes forth uninjured from the 
trial, must be appointed a ruler and guardian of the city, 
and must receive honours in life and in death, and be 
admitted to the highest privileges, in the way of funeral 
rites and otlier tributes to his memory. And all who are 
the reverse of this charaifler must be rcjedlcd. Such 
appears to me, Glaucon, to be vhe true method of scleifl;- 
ing and appointing our ridel's and guardians, described' 
simply in outline, without accuracy in detail. 

I am pretty much of your mind. 
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Is it then really most corredl to give to these the name 
of perfedl guardians, as being qualified to take care that 
their friends at home shall not wish, and their enemies 
abroad not be able, to do ?iny mischief ; and to call the 
young men, whom up to lljis time we entitled guandians, 
auxiliaries, whose *011100 it is to support the resolutions of 
the rqlers? 

I quite think so, he said. 

This being the case, 1 continued, can we contrive any 
ingenious mode of bringing into play one of those season- 
able falsehoods of which we •lately spoke, so that, pro- 
pounding a single sjiiritcd fidlion, we may bring even the 
rulers themselves, if possible, to believe it, or if not them, 
the rest of the city.^ 

What kind of ficTion? 

Nothing new, but a Phoenician story, which has been 
realized often before now, as the poets tell and mankind 
believe, but which in our time has not been, nor, so far as 
I know, is likely to be realized, and for which it would 
require large powers of persuasion to obtain credit. 

You seem very relu<flant to tell it. 

You wiM think my reliu^lance very natural when I have 
told it. • ^ 

Speak otit boldly and without fear. 

Well I will; and yet I hardly know where I shall find 
the courage or where tjj^c words to express myself. I shall 
try, I say, to persuade first the rulers themselves and the 
military class, and after them the rest of the city, that 
when we were training and instriufling them, they only 
fancied, as in dreams, that all this was happening to them 
and about them, while in reality they were in course of 
formation and training in the bowels of the eart^, where 
they themselves, their armour, and the rest of their equip- 
ments were maniifad^ured, and from whence, as soon as 
they were thoroughly iflaborated, the earth, their real 
mother, sent them up to its surface ; and, consequently, 
that they ought now to take though^ for the land in 
which they dwell, as their mother and nurse, and repel all 
attacks upon it, and to feel towards their fellow- citizens 
as brother children of tin? soil. 

It was not without reason that you were so long 
ashamed to tell us your fieflion. 

I dare say ; nevertheless, hear the rest of the story. 41 

8 , 
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We shall lell our people, in mythical language: You are 
doubtless all brethren, as many as inhabit the city, but 
the God who created you mixed gold in the composition 
of such of you as are qualified to rule, which gives them 
the highest value ; while in the*auxiliaries he^inade silver 
an ingredient, assigning iron and copper to the cultivators 
of the soil and the other worki-j^en. Therefore, inasmuch 
as you are all related to one another, although your chil- 
dren will generally resemble their parents, yet sometimes 
a golden parent will produce a silver child, and a silver 
parent a golden child, and so on, each producing any. 
The rulers therefore have received this in charge first and 
above all from the gods, to observe nothing more closely, 
in their chara6ler of vigilant guardians, than the children 
that are born, to see which of these metals enters into the 
composition of their souls ; and if a child be born in their 
class with an alloy of copper or iron, they are to have 
no manner of pity upon it, but giving it the value that 
belongs to its nature, they are to thrust it away into the 
class of artisans or agriculturists; and if again among 
these a child be born with any admixture of gold or 
silver, when they have assayed it, they are t?) raise it 
either to the'tlass of guardians, or to that of auxiliaries: 
because there is an oracle which declares that the city 
shall then perish when it is guarded by iron or copper. 
Can you suggest any device by which we can make them 
believe this fidlion? 

None at all by which we could persuade the men with 
whdm we begin our new state: but I think their sons, 
and the next generation, and all subsequent generations, 
might be taught to believe it. 

Well, T said, even this might have a good effedl towards 
making them care more for the city and for one another ; 
for I think I understand what you mean. However, we 
will leave this fidlion to its fate:' but for our part, when 
we have armed these children of the soil, let us lead them 
fonvard under the command of their officers, till they 
arrive at the city : then let them look around them to 
discover the most eligible position for their camp, from 
which they may best coerce the*' inhabitants, if there be 
any disposition to refuse obedience to the laws, and repel 
foreigners, if an enemy should come down like a wolf on 
the fold, And when they have pitched their camp, and 
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offered sacrifices to the proper divinities, let them arrange 
their sleeping-places. Is all this right.? 

It is. 

And these sleeping-placc% must be such as will keep 
out the weather both in Venter and summer, mus^ they 
not.? ♦ 

Certainly : you mean d\^elling-houses, if I am not mis- 
taken. 

1 do : but the dwelling-houses of soldiers, not of 
moneyed men. 

What is the difference whick you imply 416 

I will endeavoui* to explain it to you, I replied. I 
presume it would be a most monstrous and scandalous 
proceeding in shepherds to keep for the protedlion of 
their flocks such a breed of dogs, or so to treat them, that 
owing to unruly tempers, or hunger, or any bad propen- 
sity whatever, the dogs themselves should oegin to worry 
the sheep, and behave more like wolves than dogs. 

It would be monstrous, undoubtedly. 

Then must we not take every precaution that our auxi- 
liary class, being stronger than the other citizens, may not 
a6l towards them in a similar fashion, and so resemble 
savage monsterS rather than friendly allies?^ 

We must. 

And will they not be furnished with the best of safe- 
guards, if they are reqijy well educated? 

Nay, but they are /la/ already, he exclaimed. 

To which I replied. It is not worth while now to insist 
upon that point, my dear Glaucon : but it is most neces- 
sary to maintain what we said this minute, that they must 
have the right education, whatever it may be, if they arc 
to have what will be most effecflual in rendering them 
gentle to one another, and to those whom they guard. 

True. 

But besides this ediitation a rational man would say 
that their dwellings and their circumstances generally 
should be arranged on such a scale as shall neither pre- 
vent them from being perfect guardians, nor provoke 
them to do mischief to the other citizens. 

He will say so with tAith. 

Consider then, I continued, whether the following plan 
is the right one for their lives and their dwellings, if they 
are to be of the charadfer I have described. In the first 

8—2 
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place, no one should possess any private property, if it 
can possibly be avoided : secondly, no one should have a 
dwelling or storehouse into which all who please may not 
enter; whatever necessaries •’are required bj^ temperiite 
and courageous men, who are ^/ained to war, they should 
receive by regular appointment from tbeir fellow-citizens, 
as wages for their services, a^d the amount shoqld be 
such as to leave neither a surplus on the year’s consump- 
tion nor a deficit ; and they should attend common messes 
and live together as men do in a camp ; as for gold and 
silver, we must tell them that they are in perpetual pos- 
session of a divine species of the precious metals placed 
in their souls by the gods themselves, and therefore have 
no need of the earthly ore; that in fa6l it would be pro- 
417 fanation to pollute their spiritual riches by mixing* them 
with the possession of mortal gold, because the world’s 
coinage has been the cause of countless impieties, whereas 
theirs is undefiled : therefore to them, as distinguished 
from the rest of the people, it is forbidden to handle or 
touch gold and silver, or enter under the same roof with 
them, or to wear them on their dresses, or to drink out of 
the precious jnetals. If they follow these rules^' they will 
be safe themselves and the saviours of th (3 city : but when- 
ever they come to possess lands, and houses, and money 
of their own, they will be householders and cultivators 
instead of guardians, and will beepme hostile masters of 
their fellow-citizens rather than their allies ; and so they 
will spend their whole lives, hating and hated, plotting 
and plotted against, standing in more frequent and in- 
tense alarm of their enemies at home than of their ene- 
mies abroad ; by which time they and the rest of the city 
will be running on the very brink of ruin. On all these 
accounts, I asked, shall we say that the foregoing is the 
right arrangement of the houses and other concerns of 
our guardians, and shall we legisKite accordingly; or not? 

Yes, by all means, answered Glaucon. 



THE REPUBLIC OF PLA TO. 


117 


BOOK IV. 


Here Adeimantus interposcc^ inquiring, Then what de- 
fence will you make, Socrates, if any one protests that 
you are not making the men of this class particularly 
iiappy.^—when it is their ovvm fault, too, if they arc not ; 
for {lie city really belongs to them, and yet they derive no 
advantage from it, as others do, who own lands and build 
fine large houses, and furnish them in corre^^ponding style, 
and perform private sacrifices to the gods, and entertain 
their friends, and, in fa(fl, as you said just now, possess 
gold and silver, and everything that is usually considered 
necessary to happiness; nay, they appear to be posted in 
the city, •as it might be said, precisely like mercenar)' 420 
troops, wljolly dccupicd in garrison duties. ^ 

Yes, I said, and for this they are only fed, and do not 
receive pay in addition to their rations, like the rest, so 
that it will be out of ^heir power to take any journeys on 
their own account, should they wish to do so, or to make 
presents to mistresses, or to lay out money in the gratifi- 
cation of any other desire, after the plan of those who are 
considered happy. These and many similar counts you 
leave out of the indicTment. 

Well, said he, let us suppose these to be ii^luded in 
the charge. 

What defence then shall we make, say you.^ 

Yes. 

By travelling the same road as before, we shall find, I 
think, what to say. We shall reply tl^at, though it would 
not surprise us, if even this class in the given circum- 
stances were very happ^', yet that our object in the con- 
stru(flion of our state is not to make any ope class pre- 
eminently happy, but to make the whole state as happy 
as it can be made. For we thought that in such a state 
we should be most likely to discover justice, as, on the 
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other hand, in the worst-regulated state we should be 
most likely to discover injustice, and that after having ob- 
served them we might decide the question we have been 
so long investigating. At pre^nt, we believe we are form- 
ing th^ happy state, not by selecfling a few of fts members 
and making them happy, but by making the whole so. 
Presently we shall examine a ^tatc of the opposite, kind. 
Now, if some one came up to us while we were painting 
statues, and blamed us for not putting the most beautiful 
colours on the most beautiful parts of the body, because 
the eyes, being the most b^utiful part, were not painted 
purple, but black, wc should think it *a sufficient defence 
to reply, Pray, sir, do not suppose that wc ought to make 
the eyes so beautiful as not to look like eyes, nor the other 
parts in like manner, but observe whether, by giving to 
every part what properly belongs to it, wc make the whole 
beautiful. In Mic same way do not, in the present in- 
stance, compel us to attach to our guardians such a spe- 
cies of happiness as shall make them anything but guar- 
dians. For wc are well aware that we might, on the same 
principle, clothe our cultivators in long robes, and put 
golden coronets on their heads, and bid them tillfthe land 
at their pleasfire ; and that we might strctc^i our potters at 
their case on couches before the fire, to drink and make 
merry, placing the wheel by their side, with dire(ftions to 
ply their trade just so far as they shpiild feel it agreeable ; 
and that wc might dispense tliis kind of bliss to all the 
rest, so that the entire city might thus be happy. But 
give not such advice to 7 /j; since, if wc comply with your 
I recommendation, the cultivator will be no cultivator, the 
potter no potter ; nor will any of those professions, which 
make up a state, maintain its proper charadler. For the 
other occupations it matters less: for in cobblers, incom- 
petency and degeneracy and pretence without the reality, 
are not dangerous to a state: butvvhen guardians of the 
laws and of the state are such in appearance only, and 
not in reality, you sec that they radically destroy the 
whole state, as, on *the other hand, they alone can create 
public prosperity and happiness. If then, while we aim 
at making genuine guardians, whd shall be as far as pos- 
sible from doing mischief to the state, the supposed ob- 
jedlor makes a class who would be cultivators and as it 
were iovial feasters at a holiday gathering, rather than 
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citizens of a state, he will be describing something which 
is not a state. We should examine then whether our ob- 
je( 5 l in constituting our guardians should be to secure to 
them the greatest possible amount of happiness, or whether 
our duty, regards happiness, is to sec if our state as a 
whole enjoys it, persuadin|^ or compelling these ouf auxi- 
liaries and guardians to study only how to make them- 
selves the besf'possible workmen at their own occupation, 
and treating all the rest, in like manner, and thus, while 
the whole city grows and becomes prosperously organized, 
permitting each class to partajvc of as much liappiness as 
the nature of the case allows to it. 

I think, he replied, that what you say is quite right. 

I wonder whether you will think the proposition that is 
sister to the last satisfacflory also. 

What may that be? 

Consider whether the other craftsmen jm-c similarly in- 
jured and spoiled Ijy these agencies. 

What agencies do you mean ? 

Wealth, I said, and poverty. 

How so? 

^ Thus% Do you think that a potter after he has grown 
rich will care to attend to his trade any loiigcr? 

Certaiftly not. 

But he will become more idle and careless than he was 
before? 

Yes, much more. 

Then does he not become a worse potter? 

Yes, a much worse potter too. 

On the other hand, if he is prevented by poverty from 
providing himself with tools or any other requisite of his 
trade, he will produce inferior articles, and his sons or 
apprentices will not be taught their trade so wdfl. 

Inevitably. 

Then both these oonditions, riches and poverty, de- 
teriorate the prodiuflions of the artisans, and the artisans 
themselves. 

So it appears. 

Then apparently we have found some other obje<fls for 
the vigilance of our gRai'dians, who must take every pre- 
caution that they may never evade their wiftch and steal 
into the city. 

What are these? 



120 .THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. [Book IV. 

422 Wealth, I replied, and poverty; because the former pro- 
duces luxury and idleness and innovation, and the latter, 
meanness and bad workmanship as well as innovation. 

Exa(flly so. But on the othc^r hand, consider, Socrates, 
how our city will be able to go to war, if it possesses no 
wealth, especially in the case •of its being compelled to 
take the field against a rich and populous state. 

Obviously, I replied, against one such State it will be 
hard for it to carry on war, byt against two it will be 
easier. 

How so.^ 

In the first place, if they are obliged to fight, will not 
their antagonists be rich men, while they themselves are 
trained soldiers? 

Yes, that is true so far. 

What then, Adeimantus? Do you not believe that one 
pugilist trained in the most perfecfl manner to his work 
would find it easy to fight Avith two rich and fat men, who 
do not understand boxing? 

Not with both at once, perhaps. 

What not if he were able to give ground till one of his 
assailants was in advance of the other, and then^^to rally 
and attack hiiri, repeating these tactics frequently under 
a burning sun ? Could not such a combatant wbrst even 
more than two such antagonists? 

Indeed, he replied, there would be nothing very sur- 
prising in it. 

And do you not think that the rich are better acquaint- 
ed, both theoretically and pratflically, with boxing, than 
with the art of war ? 

I do. 

Then in all probability our trained soldiers will find no 
difficulty fighting double or treble their own number. 

I shall give in to you ; for I believe you are right. 

But suppose they were to send <in embassy to one of 
the two cities, and to say, what would be true, ‘ We make 
no use of gold and silver, nor is it allowed among us, 
though it is among *you; therefore join your forces with 
ours, and let the property of the other people be yours;’ 
do you think that any persons, aftel being told this, would 
choose to wage war against lean and wiry dogs, instead of 
making common cause with the dogs against fat and 
tender sheep? 
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I fancy not. But may not the accumulation of the 
wealth of the other party in one city be fraught with dan- 
ger to the city which is not wealthy? 

I congratulate you, 1 rej^lied, on your idea, that it is 
proper to describe as ^a cit^^ any that is not the cctinter- 
part of that which' we were organizing. 

Why, what would you Ivive? 

The others ought to be called by some grander name ; 
for each of them is very many cities, and not a city, as 
they say in the game^. In any case, there are two, hostile 
one to the other, the city of the poor, and the city of the 
rich ; and each of tfiesc contains very many cities; and if 4^3 
you deal with them as one, you will find yourself thorough- 
ly mistaken ; but if you treat them as many, and give to 
one class the property and the power, or even the persons 
of another, you will always have many allies and few 
enemies. And so long as your city is governed dis(^reetly 
on the principles recently laid down, it will be very large ; 

1 do not mean that it will enjoy that reputation, but really 
and truly it will be very large, even if its army consists 
of no more than a thousand men. For you will not easily 
find one %ity as large as that, either among Bie Greeks or 
among thg barbarians, though you may find many cities 
which seem to be several times as large. Do you think 
differently? 

No, indeed, I do nofc. 

Xhis then; I continued, will also serve as the best stan- 
dard for our governors to adopt, in regulating the size of 
the state, and the amount of land which they should mark 
off for a state of the due size, leaving the rest alone. 

What is the standard? he asked. 

The following, I conceive; so long as the city fian grow 
without abandoning its unity, up to that point it may be 
allowed to grow, but not beyond it. 

A very good rule. * 

Then we shall lay this additional injunction upon our 
guardians, to take every precaution tlj^it the city be nei- 
ther small nor in appearance large, but characterized by 
sufficiency and unity. 

^ We are told by commentators that there was a game called 
‘Cities,’ played with counters; but the rules of the game have 
not been preserved. 
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A trivial duty, perhaps, to impose upon them. 

We will add, I continued, another yet more trivial than 
this, which we touched upon before, when we said that it 
would be right to send away atiy inferior chilc(, that might 
be b(frn among the guardian|;, and place it in another 
class ; and if a child of peculiar excell^ice were born in 
the other classes, to place hiin among the guardians. 
This was intended to intimate that the other citizens also 
ought to be set to the work for which nature has respec- 
tively qualified them, each to some one work, that so each 
prartising his single occujfation may become not many 
men, but one, and that thus the whofe city may grow to 
be one city and not many cities. 

Yes, he said, this is a smaller affair than the former. 

Really, my good Adcimantus, these injimdlions of' purs 
are not, as qpc might suppose, a number, of arduous 
tasks, but they will all be inconsiderable, if the guar- 
dians diligently observe the one great point, as the say- 
ing is, though it should rather be called sufficient than 
great. 

What is that.^ 

Education^ J said, and rearing. For if by a food edu- 
cation they be made reasonable men, thc)^ will I'eadily sec 
through all these questions, as well as others which we 
pass by for the present, such as the relations between the 
sexes, marriage, and the procreation of children ; in all 
424 which things they will see that the proverb ought, as far 
as possible, to be followed, which says that ‘ among friends 
everything is common property.' 

Yes, that w'ould be the most corrcdl plan. 

And indeed, if a state has once started well, it exhibits 
a kind circular progress in its growth. Adherence to 
a good system of nurture and education creates good na- 
tures, and good natures, receiving the assistance of a good 
education, grow still better than they were, their breeding 
qualities improving among the rest, as is also seen in the 
lower animals. « 

Yes, naturally so. To speak briefly, therefore, the over- 
seers of the state must hold fast to this principle, not 
allowing it«to be impaired without their knowledge, but 
guarding it above everything; — the principle, I mean, 
which forbids any innovation, in either gymnastic or 
music, upon the established order, requiring it, on the 
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contrary, to be most stridlly maintained, from a fear lest, 
when it is said that men care most for the song 

* Which being newest is siing, and its music encircleth the 

singeisV 

it might perhaps be imagined that the poet is speaking 
not of new songs, but of a, new style of music, and novelty 
should accordingly be commended. Whereas novelty 
ought not to be commended, nor ought the words to be 
so understood. For the introdiuflion of a new kind of 
music must be shunned as iiiipcrilling the whole state; 
since styles of music are never disturbed without affeefling 
the most important political institutions : at least so Da- 
mon affirms, and 1 believe him. 

Pray include me too among the believers in this doc- 
trine, said Adcimantus. ^ 

Then to all appearance, I continued, it is here in music 
that our guardians should erecfl their guard-house. 

At any rate, said he, it is here that lawlessness easily 
creeps in unawares. 

Yes, in the guise of amusement, and professing to do no 
mischief^ 

No, and it d&es none, except that gradually gaining a 
lodgement it quietly insinuates itself into manners and 
customs ; and from these it issues in greater force, and 
makes its way into^nutual compacfls : and from com- 
padis it goes on to attack laws and constitutions, dis- 
playing the utmost impudence, Socrates, until it ends 
by overturning every thing, both in public and in private. 

Good, said I ; is this so? 

I think it is. 

Then, as we said in the beginning, must noLour chil- 
dren from the very first be restriJled to more lawful 
amusements, because when amusements are lawless, and 
children take after theni, it is impossible for such children 425 
to grow into loyal and virtuous men ? 

Unquestionably. 

Accordingly, when our children, beginning with right 
diversions, have received loyalty into their minds by the^ 
instrumentality of music, the result is the ci:a(fl reverse 
of the former; for loyalty accompanies them into every 


^ See Odyssey, I. 351. 
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thing and promotes their progress, and raises up again 
any state institution which might happen to have b^een 
cast down. 

Yes, that is true. 

Corrsequently such persons make the discoveiy even of 
those trifling regulations, as they are held to be, which 
had all been lost by those whom vvc described before^. 

What regulations do you inean.^ 

Those, for example, which require the young to main- 
tain a decorous silence in the presence of their elders, 
stooping to them, and rismg up at their entrance, and 
paying every attention to their parents; together with 
regulations as to the mode of wearing the hair, the style 
of dress and shoes, and personal decoration in general, 
and every thing else of the same kind. Is not this your 
opinion? 

It is. 

But to legislate on these matters would be foolish, 1 
think: it is never done, 1 believe; nor could express ver- 
bal legislation on such points ever be permanent. 

How could it be? 

At any rat^;^. it is probable, Adeimantus, that*the bent 
given by education will determine all thilt follows. For 
does not like always invite like? 

Undoubtedly it does. 

And so we should expecH: our system at last, I fancy, to 
end in some complete and grand result, whether this re- 
sult be good or the reverse. 

We certainly should. 

On these grounds I should not attempt to extend our 
legislation to points like those. 

With g.ood reason. 

But again, do tell me, as to those common business 
transactions between private individuals in the market, 
including, if you please, the conttaCls of artisans, libels, 
assaults, law-proceedings, and the impanelling of juries, 
or again, question:% relating to tariffs, and the collection 
of such customs as may be necessary in the markets or 
in the harbours, and generally^ all regulations of the 
market, tha police, the custom-house, and the like ; shall 
we condescend to legislate at all on such matters? 

No, it is not worth while to give directions on these 
points to good and cultivated men : for in most cases they 
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will have little difficulty in discovering all the legislation 
required. 

Yes, my friend, if God enable them to maintain the 
laws which we have alread5^ discussed. 

Othcrwilc, he said, they will spend their lives i/i con- 
tinually enabling and amending numerous laws on such 
subjects, expelling to attjiin to perfeeflion. 

You mean that such persons will live as those do who 
are in bad health, and ye^, from their want of self-restraint, 
cannot make up their minds to relinquish a pernicious 
course of life. 

Precisely so. 

And truly such people lead a charming life! always in 426 
the doctor’s hands, they make no progress, but only com- 
plicate and aggravate their maladies ; and yet they are 
alv^fays hoping that some one will recommend them a 
medicine which shall cure them. 

Yes, that is just the case with invalids of this kind. 

Again, is it not charming that they should regard as 
their greatest enemy any one who tells them the truth, 
and assures them that till they give up their drunkenness, 
glutton)^ and debauchery, and laziness, no drugs, nor 
any use of caustic or the knife, nor charms, or 
amulets, br any thing of the kind, will do them any good? 

It is not so very charming, he replied : for there is no 
charm in being angr^ with one who gives good advice. 

You do not seem to approve of such people. 

No, indeed, I do not. 

Then, if so, should a whole city, as we were saying just 
now, a<^ in a similar manner, it will not receive your 
approbation; and does it not appear to you that states 
do acl like such individuals, when having a^bad form 
of government they forewarn their citizens not to dis- 
turb the constitution, under pain of death to all who 
attempt to do so : while any one who can serve them 
most agreeably under their existing polity, and curry 
favour by fawning upon them ant^ anticipating their 
wishes, being also clever in satisfying these wishes, he 
forsooth will be esteemed an excellent man, and full of 
profound wisdom, and Vill be honoured at thfir hands? 

Yes, he replied : for my part, I see no difference between 
the two cases, and I cannot in the least approve of such 
condudt. 
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On the other hand, do you not admire the courage and 
dexterity of those who are willing and anxious to serve 
such cities ? 

I do, except when they are deluded by them into fancy- 
ing tltpmselves real statesmen, because they hre praised 
by the many. * 

What do you say.^ Do you^not make allowances for 
them? do you suppose it is possible for a man who knows 
nothing of measurement, when many other equally igno- 
rant persons tell him that he is six feet high, not to 
believe it himself? 

No, that is impossible. 

Then be not angry with them : for indeed these are the 
most amusing people in the world, who imagine that with 
their everlasting ena6lments and amendments concerning 
the matters we lately described, they will find some way 
of putting dowti the knaveries that arc pra6lised in con- 
tra<Ts, and those other embarrassments which I detailed 
just now, little thinking that they are in reality only cutting 
off the heads of a Hydra. 

427 It is true, they are no better employed. 

For my part, therefore, 1 should not have tllbught it 
incumbent u^h the genuine legislator to trouble himself 
with these branches of law and government, whether his 
state be ill or well organized ; in the former case, because 
such regulations are useless, and do no good ; and in the 
latter, because some of them may be discovered by any 
person whatever, and others will follow spontaneously as 
a result of previous training. 

What then, he asked, still remains for us as legislators 
to do? ^ 

And I replied, For us, nothing: but for the Delphian 
Apollo there will remain the most important, the noblest, 
and the highest sl 61 s of legislation. • 

What are these? 

The eredlion of temples and the appointment of sacri- 
fices and other ceremonies in honour of the gods and 
demigods and heroes, and likewise the mode of burning 
the dead, and all the observance^ which we must adopt, 
in order to propitiate the inhabitants of the other world. 
These are subjects which we do not understand ourselves, 
and about which, in founding a state, we shall, if we are 
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wise, listen to no other advice or exposition, except that 
of our ancient national expositor. For it is this God, I 
apprehend, expounding from his seat on the Omphalos, 
at the earth’s centre, who it the national expositor to all 
men on su 5 h subjedls. , 

You are quite right : thiS is what wc ought to do. 

Then the organization of our state is now complete, son 
of Ariston : and the next .thing for you to do is to examine 
it, furnishing yourself with the necessary light from any 
quarter you can, and calling to your aid your brother and 
Polemarchus and •the rest, in order to try if we can sec 
where justice may be found in it, and where injustice, and 
wherein they differ the one from the other, and which of 
the two the man who desires to be happy ought to possess, 
whether all gods and men know it or not. 

That will not do ! exclaimed Glaucon ; "it was you that 
engaged to make the inquiry, on the ground that you 
would be guilty of a sin if you refused to justice aU the aid 
in your power. 

I recolle(fl that it was as you say, I replied : and I must 
so do, t^t you also must assist me. 

We will. • ' 

I am ih hopes, then, that wc may find the objedl of our 
search thus. 1 imagine that our state, being rightly or- 
ganized, is a perfc(fH^ good state. 

It must be. 

Then obviously it is wise and brave and temperate and 
just. 

Obviously. 

Then if wc can find some of these qualities in the state, 
there will be a remainder consisting of the undiscovered 
qualities. 

Undoubtedly. 

Suppose then that 'there were any other four things, 
contained in any subjedl, and that we were in search of 
one of them. If wc discovered this before the other three, 
we should be satisfied: but if we recognized the other 
three first, the thing sought for would by this very fa(fb 
have been found ; for i! is plain that it coul^ only be the 
remainder. 

You are right. 

Ought we not to adopt this mode of inquiry in the case 
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before us, since the qualities in question are also four in 
number? 

Clearly we ought. 

To begin then: in the first^place wisdom seems to be 
plainly discernible in our subjecfl ; and in confiexion with 
It a paradoxical fa<fl presents itself. 

What is that? ^ 

The state which we have described is really wise, if I 
am not mistaken, inasmuch as is prudent in counsel, is 
it not? 

It is. 

And this very quality, prudence in cbunsel, is evidently 
a kind of knowledge : for it is not ignorance, I imagine, 
but knowledge, that makes men deliberate prudently. 

Evidently. 

But there are many different kinds of knowledge in' the 
state. ^ 

Unquestionably there are. 

Is it then in virtue of the knowledge of its carpenters 
that the state is to be described as wise, or prudent in 
counsel? 

Certainly not ; for in virtue of such knowledgcrit could 
only be calle^'a city of good carpentry, 

Then it is not the knowledge it employs in coVisidering 
how vessels of wood may best be made, that will justify us 
in calling our city wise. 

Certainly not. 

Wed, is it the knowledge which has to do with vessels 
of brass, or any other of this kind? 

No, none whatever. 

Neither will a knowledge of the mode of raising produce 
from the soil give a state the claim to the title of wise, 
but only to that of a successful agricultural state. 

So I think. 

Tell me, then, does our newly-organized state contain 
any kind of knowledge, residing in any secflion of the 
citizens, which takes measures, not in behalf of anything 
m the state, but in behalf of the state as a whole, devising 
in what manner its internal and foreign relations may best 
be regulated^? 

Certainly it does. 

What is this knowledge, and in whom does it reside? 

It is our protedlive science, and it resides in that gov* 
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erning class wltom denominated jrist now perfecfl 
guardians. 

Then in virtue of this knowledge what do you call the 
stale ? 

1 call it ptudent in counsel and truly wise. 

Which do you suppose v^ll be the more numerous class 
in our state, the braziers, or these genuine guardians.^ 

Tht braziers will far oiiftiumber the others. 

Then will the guardians^ be the smallest of all the classes 
possessing this or that branch of knowledge, and bearing » 
this or that name in consequepcc.^ 

Yes, much the smallest. 

Then it is the knowledge residing in its smallest class 
or se<ftion, that is to say, in the predominant and ruling 
body,, which entitles a state, organized agreeably to nature, 
to be called wise as a whole : and that class whose right 
and duty it is to partake of the knowledge %hich alone of 42J9 
all kinds of knowledge is properly called wisdom, is natur- 
ally, as it appears, the least numerous body in the state. 

Most true. 

Here then we have made out, in some way or other, one 
of the fo^ cjualities, and the part of the state in which it 
is seated. • 

To my mind, said he, it has been made out satisfac- 
torily. 

Again, there can assuredly be no great difficulty in dis- 
cerning the quality oF courage, and the class in which it 
resides, and which entitles the state to be called brave. 

How so.^ 

In pionouncing a city to be cowardly or brave, who 
would look to any but that portion of it which fights in its 
defence and takes the field in its behalf.^ 

No one would look to anything else. 

No ; and for this reason, I imagine, — that the cowardice 
or courage of the state itself is not necessarily implied in 
that of the other classes. 

No, it is not. 

Then a city is brave as well as \^e, in virtue of a 
certain portion of itself, because it has in that portion a 
power which can withouf intermission keep safe the right 
opinion concerning things to be feared, whTch teaches 
that they are such as the legislator has declared in the 
prescribed education. Is not this what you call courage? 

9 
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I did not quite understand what you said ; be so good 
as to repeat it. 

I say that courage is a kind of safe keeping. 

What kind of safe keeping r 

The safe keeping of the opinion created by 4 aw through 
education, which teaches what things and what kind of 
things are to be feared. And when I spoke of keeping it 
safe without intermission, I meant that it was to be tho- 
roughly preserved alike in moipents of pain and of plea- 
sure, of desire and of fear, and ncv^cr to be cast p.way. 
And if you like, I will illustrate it by a comparison which 
seems to me an apt one. 

I should like it. 

Well then, you know that dyers, when they wish to dye 
wool so as to give it the true sea-purple, first selecfl from 
the numerous colours one variety, that of white wool, and 
then subje<fl it to much careful preparatory dressing, that 
it may take the colour as brilliantly as possible ; after 
which they proceed to dye it. And when the wool has 
been dyed on this system, its colour is indelible, and no 
washing either with or without soap can rob it of its bril- 
liancy. But when this course has not beeni» pursued, 
you know tITc results, whether this or an)' other colour be 
dyed without previous preparation. 

I know that the dye washes out in a ridiculous way. 

You may understand from this what we were labouring, 
430 to the best of our ability, to bring about, when we were 
selecfting our soldiers and training them in music and 
gymnastic. Imagine that we were only contriving how 
they might be best wrought upon to take as it were the 
colour of the laws, in order that their opinion concerning 
things to be feared, and on all other subjedls, might be 
indelibl^ owing to their congenial nature and appropriate 
training, and that their colour might not be washed out 
by such terribly efficacious detergents as pleasure, which 
works more powerfully than any potash or lye, and pain, 
and fear, and d^^sire, which are more potent than any 
other solvent in the world. This power, therefore, to hold 
fast continually the right and lawful opinion concerning 
things to be feared and things riot to be feared, I define 
to be courage, and call it by that name, if you do not 
objed. 

No, I do not; for when the right opinion on these 
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matters is held without education, as by beasts and slaves, 
you would not, I think, regard it as altogether legitimate, 
and you would give it some qfher name than courage. 

Most true.w 

Then I accept this accour^ of courage. 

Do so, at least as an account of the courage of citizens, 
and you will be right. On% future occasion, if you like, 
we will go into this question more fully : at present it is 
beside our inquiry, the objet:!; of which is justice : we have 
done enough therefore, I imagine, for the investigation of 
courage. 

You are right. 

Two things, I proceeded, now remain, that we must 
look fpr in the state, temperance, and that which is the 
cause of all these investigations, justice. 

Exa<flly so. 

Well, not to trouble ourselves any further about tem- 
perance, is there any way by which we can discover 
justice? 

For my^art, said he, I do not know, nor do I wish 
justice to DC brought to light first, if we av# to make 
no further ijiquiry after temperance; so, if you wish to 
gratify me, examine into the latter, before you proceed to 
the former. 

Indeed, I do wish it,ms 1 am an honest man. 

Proceed then with the examination. 

I will ; and from our present point of view, temperance 
has more the appearance of a concord or harmony, than 
the former qualities had. 

How so? 

Temperance is, I imagine, a kind of order^and a 
mastery, as men say, over certain pleasures and desires. 
Thus we plainly hear people talking of a man’s being 
master of himself, in some sense or other; and other 
similar expressions are used, in which we may trace a 
print of the thing. Is it not so? 

Most certainly it is. 

But is not the expressio«i ‘master of himself’ a ridicu- 
k>us one? For the man who is master of hiiAself will 431 
also, I presume, be the slave of himself, and the slave will 
be the master. For the subjetfl of all these phrases is the 
same person. 


Q- 2 
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Undoubtedly. 

Well, I continued, it appears to me that the meaning of 
the expression is, that in the man himself, that is, in his 
soul, there resides a good principle and a b^d, and when 
the 'naturally good principle is master of the bad, this 
state of things is described by the term ‘master of him- 
self certainly it is a term o^ praise; — but when ,in con- 
sequence of evil training, or the influence of associates, 
the smaller force of the good principle is overpowered by 
the superior numbers of the bad, the person so situated is 
described in terms of reproach and condemnation, as a 
slave of self, and a dissolute person. 

Yes, this seems a likely account of it. 

Now turn your eyes towards our new state, and you will 
find one of these conditions realized in it: for you will 
allow that it may fairly be called ‘master of itself,’ if 
temperance and self-mastery may be predicated of that 
in which the good principle governs the bad. 

1 am looking as you direct, and I acknowledge the 
truth of what you say. 

It will further be admitted that those desires, and plea- 
sures, an<4 pains, which arc many and varidiis, will be 
chiefly found in children, and women, ^incl servants ; and 
in the vulgar mass also among nominal freemen. 

Precisely so. 

On the other hand, those simp,^'' and moderate desires, 
which go hand in hand with intellect and right opinion, 
under the guidance of reasoning, will be found in a 
small number of men, thiit is, in those of the best natural 
endowments, and the best education. 

True. 

Do ^ "^u not see that the parallel to this exists in your 
state ; in other words, that the desires of the vulgar many 
are there controlled by the desires and the wisdom of the 
cultivated few ? 

I do. 

If any stateHhen may be described as master of itself, 
its pleasures and its desires, ours may be so chara<fl:er- 
ized. ^ 

Most certainly. 

May we not ther* also call it temperate, on all these 
accounts ? 

Surely we may. 
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And again, if there is any city in which the governors 
and the governed are unanimous on the question who 
ought to govern, such unanimity will exist in ours. Do 
you not thin]^ so ? 

Most assuredly I do. 

In whicn of the two classes of citizens will you say that 
tcmpei;ance resides, when 4hcy are in this condition in 
the rulers or in the subjedls 1 

In both I fancy. 

Do you sec, then, that we were not bad prophets when 
we divined just now that temperance resembled a kind 
of harmony } * 

Why, pray ? 

liccausc it does not operate like courage and wisdom, 
which,' by residing in particular se( 51 ions of the state, make 
it brave and wise respeClively ; but spreads throughout 43 
the whole in literal diapason, producing •a unison be- 
tween the weakest and the strongest and the middle class, 
whether you measure by the standard of intelligence, or 
bodily strength, or numbers, or wealth, or anything else 
of the kind : so that we shall be fully justified in pro- 
nounci ng^tcmperance to be that unanimity which we 
described as a chneord between the naturally better cle- 
ment and Ihe naturally worse, whether in a state or in 
a single person, as to which of the two has the right 
to govern. 

I fully agree with you. 

Very well, I continued: we have discerned in our state 
three out of the four principles ; at least such is our 
present impression. Now what will that remaining prin- 
ciple be through which the state will further participate 
in virtue?— -for this, we may be sure, is justice. 

Evidently it is. 

Now then, Glaucon, we must be like hunters surround- 
ing a cover, and must give close attention that justice 
may nowhere escape us and disappear from our view : 
for it is manifest that she is somewhg^ here; so look 
for her, and strive to gain a sight of her, for perhaps 
you may discover her firsj;, and give the alarm to me. 

I wish I might, replied he ; but you will usg me quite 
well enough, if, instead of that, you will treat me as one 
who is following your steps, and is able to sec what is 
pointed out to him. 
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Follow me then, after joining your prayers with mine. 

I will do so ; only do you lead the way. 

Truly, said I, the ground seems to be hard to traverse, 
and covered with wood: at ^11 events it is dark and diffi- 
cult^to explore ; but still wc must on. * 

Yes, that we must. * 

Here I caught a glimpse, and exclaimed. Ho ! ho ! 
Glaucon, here is something that looks like a track, and 
I believe the game will not altpgether escape us. 

That is good news. 

Upon my word, said I, we arc in a most foolish pre- 
dicament. • 

How so ? 

Why, my good sir, it appears that what we were looking 
for has been all this time rolling before our feet, and we 
never saw it, but did the most ridiculous thing. Jhst as 
people at tiibes go about looking for something which 
they hold in their hands, so wc, instead of fixing our 
eyes upon the thing itself, kept gazing at some point in 
the distance, and this was probably the reason why it 
eluded our search. 

What do you mcan.^ 

This : tlf^K I believe we were conversmg of it together, 
without understanding that wc were in a manfier describ- 
ing it ourselves. 

Your preface seems long to one who is anxious for the 
explanation. 

433 Well then, listen, and judge whether I am right or not. 
What at the commencement we hiid down as a universal 
rule of acHion, when we were founding our state, this, if 
I mistake not, or some modification of it, is justice. 
I think wc affirmed, if you recollecfl, and frequently re- 
peated, *tnat every individual ought to have some one 
occupation in the state, which should be that to which 
his natural capacity was best adapted. 

We did say so. 

And again, have often heard people say, that to 
mind one’s own business, and not be meddlesome, is 
justice ; and we have often said the same thing ourselves. 

We have said so. * 

Then it*^would seem, my friend, that to do one’s own 
business, in some shape or other, is justice. Do you 
know whence I infer this? 
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No ; be so good as to tell me. 

I think that the remainder left in the state, after elimi- 
nating the qualities which we have considered, I mean 
temperance^ and courage, *and wisdom, must be that 
which made their entrance into it possible, and whicji pre- 
serves them there so long as they exist in it. Now we 
affirmed that the remaining quality, when three out of the 
four were found, would be justice. 

Yes, unquestionably it would. 

If, however, it were required to decide which of these 
qualities will have most influence in perfcdling by its 
presence the virtue of our state, it would be difficult to 
determine ; whether it will be the harmony of opinion 
between the governors and the governed, or the faithful 
adherence on the part of the soldiers to the lawful belief 
concerning the things which are, and the things which 
are not, to be feared ; or the existence (ff wisdom and 
watchfulness in the rulers ; or whether the virtue of the 
state may not be chiefly traced to the presence of that 
fourth principle in every child and woman, in every slave, 
freeman, and artisan, in the ruler and in the subjedl;, 
requiring each to do his own work, and not meddle with 
many things. * 

It woulti be a difficult point to settle, unquestionably. 

Thus it appears that, in promoting the virtue of a state, 
the power that mak(^ each member of it do his own work, 
may compete with its wisdom, and its temperance, and 
its courage. 

Decidedly it may. 

But if there is a principle which rivals these qualities 
in promoting the virtue of a state, will you not determine 
it to be justice ? 

Most assuredly. 

Consider the question in another light, and see whether 
you will come to the same conclusion. Will you assign 
to the rulers of the state the adjudication of law-suits ? 

Certainly. ^ 

Will not their judgments be guidemabove everything, 
by the desire that no one may appropriate what belongs 
to others, nor be deprived of what is his own i* 

Yes, that will be their main study. * 

Because that is just ? 

Yes. 
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Thus, according to this view also, it will be granted 
434 that to have and do what belongs to us and is our own, 
is justice. 

True. \ 

Now observe whether you h^pld the same opinion that 
I do. If a carpenter should undertake to execute the 
work of a shoemaker, or a shoc^iakcr that of a carpenter, 
cither by interchanging their tools and distindlions, or by 
the same person undertaking both trades, with all the 
changes involved in it, do you think it would greatly 
damage the state ? 

Not very greatly. 

JUit when one whom nature has made an artisan, or 
a producer of any other kind, is so elated by wealth, or 
a large connexion, or bodily strength, or any similar ^ad- 
vantages, as to intrude himself into the class of the warriors ; 
or when a warrior intrudes himself into the class of the 
senators and guardians, of which he is unworthy, and 
when these interchange their tools and their distiiuflions, 
or when one and the same person attempts to discharge 
all these duties at once, then, I imagine, you will agree 
with me, th^ such change and meddling amofig these 
will be ruinous to the state. 

Most assuredly they will. 

Then any intermeddling in the three classes, or change 
from one to another, would infli6l jrveat damage on the 
state, and may with perfedl propriety be described as in 
the strongest sense a doing of evil. 

Quite so. 

And will you not admit that evil-doing of the worst 
kind towards one’s own state is injustice? 

Unquestionably. 

'Fhis then is injustice. On the other hand, let us state 
that, conversely, adherence to their own business on the 
part of the industrious, the military, and the guardian 
classes, each of these doing its own work in the state, is 
justice, and will r«t''der the state just. 

I fully coincide, he said, in this view. 

Let us not state it yet quite positively ; but if we find, 
on applying, this conception to the individual man, that 
there too it is admitted to constitute justice, we will then 
yield our assent — for what more can we say.^ — but if not, 
in that case wc will institute a new inquiry. At present, 
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however, let us complete the investigation which we un- 
dertook in the belief that, if we first endeavoured to con- 
template justice in some larger subjec^l: which contains it, 
we should fyid it easier to aiscern its nature in the indi- 
vidual man. Such a subjedj we recognized in a statf, and 
accordingly we organized the best we could, being sure 
that jvisticc must reside in%a good city. The view, there- 
fore, which presented itself to us there, let us now apply 
to the individual: and if it be admitted, we shall be satis- 
fied ; but if we should find something different in the case 
of the individual, we will again go back to our city, and 
put our theory to tfic test. And perhaps by considering 435 
the two cases side by side, and rubbing them together, we 
may cause justice to Hash out from the contact, like fire 
from dry bits of wood, and when it has become visible to 
us, may settle it firmly in our own minds. 

I'hcre is method in your proposal, he replied, and so 
let us do. 

I proceeded therefore to ask: When two things, a 
greater and a less, are called by a common name, are they, 
in so far®as the common name applies, unlike or like.^ 

Like. 

Then a just man will not dilTer from a just state, so far 
as the idea of justice is involved, but the two will be like. 

They will. 

Well, but we resolved that a state was just, when the 
three classes of chara(fl;ers present in it were severally 
occupied in doing their proper work: and that it was tem- 
perate, and brave, and wise, in consequence of certain 
affccTions and conditions of these same classes. 

True. 

Then, my friend, we shall also adjudge, in the case of 
the individual man, that, supposing him to possess in his 
soul the same generic parts, he is rightly entitled to the 
same names as the state, in virtue of affc<fl;ions of these 
parts identical with those of the classpirtn the state. 

It must inevitably be so. 

Once more then, my pxcellent friend, wc have stumbled 
on an easy question concerning the naturepf the soul, 
namely, whether it contains these three generic parts 
or not. 

Not so very easy a question, 1 think: but perlnips, 



138 THE REPUBLIC OF PLA TO. [Book: IV. 

Socrates, the common saying is true, that the beautiful 
is difficult. 

It would appear so ; and I tell you plainly, Glaucon, 
that in my opinion we shall n^ver attain to exacfl truth on 
this subje( 5 l, by such methods as we are employing in our 
present discussion. However,* he path that leads to that 
goal is too long and toilsome/, and I dare say wt; may 
arrive at the truth by our present metliods, in a manner 
not unworthy of our former arguments and speculations. 

Shall we not be content with that.^ For my part it 
would satisfy me for the present. 

Well, certainly it will be quite enoug’n for me. 

Do not flag then, but proceed with the inquiry. 

Tell me then, I continued, can we possibly refuse to 
admit that there exist in each of us the same generic 
parts and characteristics as are found in the state For I 
presume the st.\te has not received them from any other 
source. It would be ridiculous to imagine that the pre- 
sence of the spirited element in cities is not to be traced 
to individuals, wherever this character is imputed to the 
people, as it is to the natives of Thrace, and Scythia, and 
generally speaking, of the northern countries ; oi^the love 
of knowled^ which would be chiefly afeributed to our 
436 own country ; or the love of riches, which peo^ile would 
especially connect with the PhcEnicians cind the Egyptians. 

Certainly. 

This then is a fact so far, and one which it is not diffi- 
cult to apprehend. 

No, it is not. 

But here begins a difficulty. Are all our actions alike 
performed by the one predominant faculty, or are there 
three facujt^ms operating severally in our different actions? 
Do we learn with one internal faculty, and become angry 
with another, and with a third feel desire for all the plea- 
sures connected with eating arid drinking, and the propa- 
gation of the species ; or upon every impulse to action, do 
we perform these ^cjyeral operations with the whole soul? 
The difficulty will consist in settling these points in a 
satisfacflory manner. 

I think so^too. 

♦Let us try therefore the following plan, in order to 
ascertain whether the faculties engaged are distinct or 
identical. 
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What is your plan? 

It is manifest that the same thing cannot do two oppo- 
site things, or be in two opposite states, in the same part 
of it, and with reference tc?the same obje6l ; so that where 
we find tfiese phenomena occurring, we shall kn 9 w that 
the subje(5ls of them are itot identical, but more than one. 

Vpry well. ^ 

Now consider what I say. 

Speak on. . 

Is it possible for the same thing to be at the same 
time, and in the same part of it, at rest and in motion? 

Certainly not. 

Let us come to a still more exacfl understanding, lest wc 
should chance to differ as we proceed. If it were said of 
a man who is standing still, but moving his hands and 
his* head, that the same individual is at the same time at 
rest and in motion, we should not, I imagine, allow this 
to be a correcfl way of speaking, but should say, that part 
of the man is at rest, and part in motion : should we not? 

We should. 

And if the objecfor should indulge in yet further plea- 
santrie?, so far refining as to say, that at an^ rate a top is 
wholly at rest* and in motion at the same time, when it 
spins wi?h its peg fixed on a given spot, or that anything 
else revolving in the same place, is an instance of the same 
thing, wc should i^iecfl his illustration, because in such 
cases the things are not both stationary and in motion in 
respect of the same parts of them ; and we should reply, 
that they contain an axis and a circumference, and that in 
respecfl of the axis they are stationary, inasmuch as they 
do not lean to any side ; but in rcspe<5t of the circum- 
ference they are moving round and round: Ixit if, while 
the rotatory motion continues, the axis at thef same time 
inclines to the right or to the left, forwards or backwards, 
then they cannot be said in any sense to be at rest. 

That is true. 

Then no objedlion of that kind wilj^arm us, or tend at 
all to convince us that it is ever possible for one and the 
same thing, at the same time, in the same part of it, and 437 
relatively to the same objedd, to be adled^upon in two 
opposite ways, or to be two opposite things, or to produce 
two opposite effecfls. 

I can answer for myself. 
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However, that we may not be compelled to spend time 
in discussing all such obje(5lions, and convincing our- 
selves that they are unsound, let us assume this to be 
the fadl, and proceed forward^, with the und^'rstanding 
that, ifuevcr we take a different view of this matter, all 
the conclusions founded on this assumption will fall to 
the ground. 

Yes, that will be the best way. 

Well then, I continued, would you place assent and dis- 
sent, the seeking after an objccfl and the refusal of it 
attrac^lion and repulsion, anul the like, in the class of 
mutual opposites? Whether they be adlive or passive 
processes will not affedf the question. 

Yes, I should. 

Well, would you not, without exception, include hunger 
and thirst, and the desires generally, and likewise willing 
and wishing, somewhere under the former of those gene* 
ral terms just mentioned? For instance, would you not 
say that the mind of a man under the influence of desire 
always either seeks after the objccfl of desire, or attradls 
to itself that which it wishes to have; or again, so far as 
it wills the possession of anything, it assents iiftvardly 
thereto, as llioligh it were asked a question, longing for 
the accomplishment of its wish? 

I should. 

Again : shall we not class disincliiii^p’on, unwillingnes.s, 
and dislike, under the head of mental rejedlion and re- 
pulsion, and of general terms wholly opposed to the 
former ? 

Unquestionably. 

This being. the case, shall we say that desires form a 
class, the mpst marked of which are what we call thirst 
and hunger? 

We shall. 

The one being a desire of drink, and the other of 
food ? 

Yes. _ 

Can thirst then, so far as it is thirst, be an internal 
desire of anything more than drink? That is to say, is 
thirst, as sucji, a thirst for hot drmk or cold, for much 
or little, or, in one word, for any particular kind of drink? 
Or, will it not rather be true that, if there be heat com- 
bined with the thirst, the desire of cold drink will be 
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supcradded to it, and if there be cold, of hot drink ; and 
if owing to the presence of muchness the thirst be great, 
the desire of much will be added, and if little, the desire 
of little: but that thirst dn itself cannot be a desire of 
anything ‘^else than its natural objecfl, which is simple 
drink, or again, hunger, df anything but food.^ 

You are right, he replied ; every desire in itself has to 
do with its natural obje?l in its simply abstradl form, but 
the accessories of the desire determine the quality of the 
obje6l. 

Let not any one, I procce^led, for want of consideration 438 
on our part, diisturb us by the objc(^;l:ion, that no one 
desires Ar/zi/c simply, but good drink, nor food simply, 
but good food; because, since all desire good things, if 
thirst is a desire, it must be a desire of something good, 
whether that something, which is its obje(^l, be drink or 
anything else ; — an argument which r4)plies to all the 
desires. 

True, there might seem to be something in the objec- 
tion. 

Recolle6l, however, that in the case of all essentially 
corrective terms, when the first member of tlic relation 
is qualified, the second is also qualified, if**! am not mis- 
taken -when the first is abstraiT, the second is also 
abstra(fi:. 

1 do not underhand you. 

Do you not understand that ^greater’ is a relative term, 
implying another term? 

Certainly. 

It implies a Mess,’ does it not? 

Yes. 

And a much greater implies a much less, does it not? 

Yes. 

Does a once greater also imply a once less, and a 
future greater a future less ? 

Inevitably. 

Does not the same reasoning ap^y to the correlative 
terms, ‘ more’ and ‘ fewer,’ ‘doublc"^nd Mialf,’ and all re- 
lations of quantity ; also to the terms, ‘ heavier ’ and 
Mighter,’ ‘quicker’ ifnd ‘slower;’ and likewise to ‘cold’ 
and ‘ hot,’ and all similar epithets ? 

Certainly it does. 

But how is it with the various branches of scientific 
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knowledge? Does not the same principle hold? That is, 
knowledge in the abstrad; is knowledge simply of the 
knowable, or of whatever that be called which is the 
obje(fl of knowledge; but a patticiilar science, of a par- 
ticular kind, has a particular obje<51 of a particular kind. 
To explain my meaning: — as ^oon as a science of the 
constru(flion of houses arose, was it not distinguished from 
other sciences, and therefore called the science of building? 

Undoubtedly. ^ 

And is it not because it is of a particular characTer, 
which no other science possesses? 

Yes. ^ 

And is not its particular characTer derived from tlie 
particular charac^ler of its obje(T? and may wc not say 
the same of all the other arts and sciences? 

We may. 

This then youure to regard as having been my mean- 
ing before ; provided, that is, you now understand that in 
the case of all correlative terms, if the first member of the 
relation is abstrad, the second is also abstradl ; if the 
second is qualified, the first is also qualified. 1 do not 
mean to say that the qualities of the two are identical, 
as for instancy that the science of health is healthy, and 
the science of disease diseased ; or that the sciene'e of evil 
things is evil, and of good things good : but as soon as 
science, instead of limiting itself to the .abstradl objecd of 
science, became related to a particular kind of objecfl, 
namely, in the present case, the conditions of health and 
disease, the result was that the science also came to be 
qualified in a certain manner, so that it was no longer 
called simply science, but, by the addition of a qualifying 
epithet, medical science. 

I understSiiO, and I think what you say is true. 

To recur to the case of thirst, 1 continued, do you not 
consider this to be one of the things whose nature it is to 
439 have an objcdl; correlative with themselves, assuming that 
there is such a thine^s thirst? 

I do, and its objetT is drink. 

Then, for any particular kind of drink there is a par- 
ticular kind of thirst ; but thirst in ine abstraifl is neither 
for much drink, nor for little, neither for good drink nor 
for bad, nor, in one word, for any kind of drink, but sim- 
ply and absolutely thirst for drink, is it not? 
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Most decidedly so. 

Then the soul of a thirsty man, in so far as he is thirsty, 
has no other wish than to drink ; but this it desires, and 
towards this it is impelled. » 

Clearly sh. 

Therefore, whenever anything pulls back a soul that is 
under the influence of thirst, it will be something in the 
soul distinct from the principle which thirsts, and which 
drives it like a beast to drink : for we hold it to be impos- 
sible that the same thing’ should, at the same time, with 
the same part of itself, in rcfej-encc to the same objedl, be 
doing two opposite things. 

Certainly it is. 

Just as, I imagine, it would not be right to say of the 
bowman, that his hands are at the same time drawing the 
bow towards him, and pushing it from him; the fadl 
being, that one of his hands pushes it from him, and the 
other pulls it to him. 

Precisely so. 

Now, can we say that people sometimes are thirsty, and 
yet do not wish to drink.^ 

Yes, tiertainly ; it often happens to many people. 

What then can one say of them, except tirflt their soul 
contains mne principle which commands, and another 
which forbids them to drink, the latter being distin6l 
from and stronger than the former.? 

That is my opinio. 

Whenever the authority which forbids such indulgences 
grows up in the soul, is it not engendered there by rea- 
soning ; while the powers which lead and draw the mind 
towards them, owe their presence to passive and morbid 
^states.? 

It would appear so. 

Then we shall have reasonable grounds for assuming 
that these are two principles distinCi one from the other, 
and for giving to that part of the soul with which it rea- 
sons the title of the rational principle and to that part 
with which it loves and hungers anfl thirsts, and expe- 
riences the flutter of the other desires, the title of the 
irrational and concupiscent principle, the ally of sundry 
indulgences and pleasures. * 

Yes, he replied: it will not be unreasonable to think so. 

Let us consider it settled, then, that these two specific 
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parts exist in the soul. But now, will spirit, or that by 
which we feel indignant, constitute a third distindl part? 
If not, with which of the two former has it a natural 
affinity ? « 

Perhaps with the concupiscent principle. 

But’ I was once told a story*. which 1 can quite believe, 
to the effcdl, that Leontius, the son of Aglaion, as he was 
walking up from the Pirmus, and approaching the noi'thern 
wall from the outside, observed some dead bodies on the 
ground, and the executioner standing by them. He im- 
mediately felt a desire to look at them, but at the same 
time loathing the thought he tried to divert himself from 
440 it. For some time he struggled with himself, and covered 
his eyes, till at length, over-mastered by the desire, he 
opened his eyes wide with his fingers, and running up to 
the bodies, exclaimed, ‘ There ! you wretches ! gaze your 
fill at the beautiful spectacle!’ 

I have heard the anecdote too. 

This story, however, indicates that anger sometimes 
fights against the desires, which implies that they are two 
distindl principles. 

True, it docs indicate that. 

And do not often observe in other cases that when a 
man is overpowered by the desires against the dictates of 
his reason, he reviles himself, and resents the violence 
thus exerted within him, and that, in this struggle of con- 
tending parties, the spirit sides wtih the reason? But 
that it should make common cause with the desires, when 
the reason pronounces that they ought not to aift against 
itself, is a thing which I suppose you will not profess to 
have experienced yourself, nor yet, I imagine, have you 
ever noticed it in any one else. 

No, I ifT/rsure I have not. 

Well, and when any one thinks he is in the wrong, is 
he not, in proportion to the nobleness of his charadier, 
so much the less able to be angry at being made to suffer 
hunger or cold or any similar pain at the hands of him 
whom he thinks pstified in so treating him ; his spirit, 
as I describe it, refusing to be roused against his 
punisher? 

True. 

On the other hand, when any one thinks he is wronged, 
does he not instantly boil and chafe, and enlist himself on 
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the side of what he thinks to be justice ; and whatever 
extremities of hunger and cold and the like he may have 
to suffer, does he not endure till he conquers, never ceas- 
ing from his noble efforts,* till he has either gained his 
point, or perished in the attempt, or been recalled and 
calmed by the voice of reckon within, as a dog is called 
off by a shepherd.^ 

Yes, he replied, the caSe answers very closely to your 
description; and in fa<ft, jn our city we made the auxilia- 
ries, like sheep-dogs, subjc(fl to the rulers, who are as it 
were the shepherds of the stat^'. 

You rightly undc*rstand my meaning. But try whether 
you also apprehend my next observation. 

What is it.^* 

That our recent view of the spirited principle is exacflly 
reversed. Then we thought it had something of the con- 
cupiscent chara(tlcr, but now we say tha'j^ far from this 
being the case, it much more readily takes arms on the 
side of the rational principle in the party confli6l of the 
soul. 

Decidedly it does. 

Is it tllen distindl from this principle also ; or is it only 
a modification of it, thus making two instead’^ three dis- 
tincfl principles in the soul, namely, the rational and the 
concupiscent? Or ought we to say that, as the state was 
held together by tl-gjcc great classes, the producing class, 441 
the auxiliary, and the deliberative, so also in the soul the 
spirited principle constitutes a third element, the natural 
ally of the rational principle, if it be not corrupted by evil 
training? 

It must be a third, he replied. 

Yes, 1 continued; if it shall appear to be distincfl from 
the rational principle, as we found it differLflvt' from the 
concupiscent. 

Nay, that will easily appear. For even in little children 
any one may see this, that from their very birth they have 
plenty of spirit, whereas reason is a principle to which 
most men only attain after many yeai^J'^and some, in my 
opinion, never. 

Upon my word you liave well said. In brute beasts 
also one may see what you describe exempHfied. And 
besides, that passage in Homer, which we quoted on a 
former occasion, will support our view : 
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‘Smiting his breas', to his luart thus spake lie in accents of 
chiding.’ 

For in this line Homer has distiniffly made a difference 
between the two ])rinciplcs, ¥eprcsenting that which had 
considered the good or the evil of the atdionias rebuking 
that \\diich was indulging in iifirefled^ling resentment. 

You are perfe6liy right. 

Here then, I proceeded, after a hard struggle, we have, 
though with difficulty, reached the land ; and we arc 
pretty well satisfied that there are corresponding divisions, 
equal in number, in a state, and in* the soul of every 
individual. 

True. 

Then does it not necessarily follow that, as and whereby 
the state was wise, so and thereby the individual is wise? 

Without douibt it does. 

And that as and whereby the individual is brave, so 
and thereby is the state brave ; and that everything con- 
ducing to virtue which is possessed by the one, finds its 
counterpart in the other? 

It must be so. 

Then we^hall also assert, 1 imagine, Olaucon, that a 
man is just, in the same way in which we found the state 
to be just. 

This too is a necessary corollary. 

But surely we have not allowed oifiselves to forget, that 
what makes the state just, is the fa£i of each of the three 
classes therein doing its own work. 

No ; I think wc have not forgotten this. 

We must bear in mind, then, that each of us also, if his 
inward faculties do severally their proper work, will, in 
virtue ofl^vat, be a just man, and a doer of his proper 
work. ^ 

^ Certainly, it must be borne in mind. 

Is it not then essentially the province of the rational 
principle to command, inasmuch as it is wise, and has to 
exercise forethou^v in behalf of the entire soul, and the 
province of the spirited principle to be its subje(^l. and 
ally? ^ 

Yes, cert&inly. 

And will not the combination of music and gymnastic 
442 bring them, as we said, into unison ; tdevating and foster- 
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ing the one with lofty discourses and scientific teachings, 
and lowering the tone of the other by soothing ad- 
dress, till its wildness has been tamed by harmony and 
rhythm ? 

Yes, predSsely so. ^ 

And so these two, having; been thus trained, and having 
triilyjearnt their parts ai^ received a real education, will 
exercise control over the concupiscent principle, which in 
every man forms the larg^est portion of the soul, and is by 
nature most insatiably covetous. And they will watch it 
narrowly, that it may not so J^atten upon what are called 
the pleasures of the body, as to grow large and strong, 
and forthwith refuse to do its proper work, and even 
aspire to absolute dominion over the classes which it has 
no right according to its kind to govern, thus overturning 
funflamentally the life of all. 

Certainly they will. 

And would not these two principles be the best qualified 
to guard the entire soul and body against enemies from 
without; the one taking counsel, and the other fighting 
its battles, in obedience to the governing power, to whose 
designs^! gives effeeft by its bravery? 

True. 

In like*manner, 1 think, we call an individual brave, in 
virtue of the spirited clement of his nature, when this part 
of him holds fast, trough pain and pleasure, the instruc- 
tions of the reason as to what is to be feared, and what is 
not. 

Yes, and rightly. 

And we call him wise, in virtue of that small part which 
reigns within him, and issues these instriuftions, and which 
also in its turn contains within itself a true knowledge of 
what is advantageous for the whole communTty composed 
of these three principles, and for each member of it. 

Exacflly so. 

Again, do we not call a man temperate, in virtue of the 
friendship and harmony of these samq^,, principles, that is 
to say, when the two that are governed agree with that 
which governs in regarding the rational principle as the 
rightful sovereign, and set up no opposition to its au*- 
thority? * 

Certainly, he replied ; temperance is nothing else than 
this, whether in state or individual. 


10 — ? 
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Lastly, a man will be just, in the way and by the means 
which we have repeatedly described. 

Unquestionably he will. 

Tell me then, I proceeded, do we find any indi stinginess 
in ou|' view of justice, which makes us regarcf it as some- 
thing different from what we fbund it to be in the state? 

I do not think so. ^ 

Because we might thoroughly confirm our opinion, if 
we have any lingering doubts iji our minds, by applying 
commonplace examples to it. 

What kind of examples cfo you mean? 

For example, if in speaking of our ideal state, and of an 
individual who in nature and training resembles it, wc 
were required to declare whether we think that such an 
individual would repudiate a deposit of gold or silver 
44.3 committed to his charge, do you suppose that any’ one 
would think hifii more likely to do such a deed than other 
men who arc not such as he is? 

No one would think so. 

And will he not also be clear of suspicion of sacrilege, 
and of theft, and of being either false to his friends, or a 
traitor to his country? 

He will. 

Moreover, he will be wholly incapable of bah faith, in 
the case of an oath or of any other kind of compad. 

Clearly he will, 

/igain, he is the last person in the world to be guilty of 
adultery, or neglcdl of parents, or indifference to the wor- 
ship of the gods. 

Certainly he is. 

And is not all this attributable to the fa6l that each of 
his inward principles keeps to his own work in regard to 
the rclatiolTs of ruler and subjc(^l? 

Yes, it may be entirely attributed to this. 

Do you still seek then for any other account of justice 
than that it is the power which creates such men and 
such states? ^ 

No, he replied, assuredly 1 do not. 

Then our dream is completely realized, or that sus- 
picion which we expressed, that at the very commence- 
ment of lhe*work of construdling our state we were led by 
some divine intervention, as it would seem, to a kind of 
rudimentary type of justice. 
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Yes, it certainly is. 

And so there really was, Glaiicon, a rude outline of jus- 
tice (and hence its utility) in the principle that it is right 
for a man whom nature int*ended for a shoemaker to con- . 
fine himseli to shoemakin^ and for a man who has«a turn 
for carpentering to do carpenter’s work, and so on. 

It appears so. 

The truth being that justice is indeed, to all appear- 
ance. something of the kind, only that, instead of dealing 
with a man’s outward performance of his own work, it has 
to do with that inward performance of it which truly con- 
cerns the man himself, and his own interests : so that the 
just man will not permit the several principles within him 
to do any work but their own, nor allow the distindl: 
classes in his soul to interfere with each other, but will 
really set his house in order; and having <jained the mas- 
tery over himself, will so regulate his own charadler as to 
be on good terms with himself, and to set those three 
principles in tune together, as if they were verily three 
chords of a harmony, a higher and a lower and a middle, 
and whatever may lie between these ; and after he has 
bound ml these together, and reduced the ma^y elements 
of his nature to* a real unity, as a temperate and duly har- 
monized man, he will then at length proceed to do what- 
ever he may’have to do, whether it involve the acquisition 
of property or atf^?fiimn to the wants of his body, whether 
it be a state affair or a business traiisac^lion of his own ; 
in all which he will believe and profess that the just and 
Imnourable course is that which preserves and assists in 
creating the aforesaid habit of mind, and tliat the genuine 
knowledge which presides over such condurt is wisdom; 
while on the other hand, he will hold that an^injust a<!;l;ion 
is one which tends to destroy this habit, and that the 444 
mere opinion which presides over unjust condudl, is folly. 

What you say is thoroughly true, Socrates. 

Very good : if we were to say we have discovered the 
just man and the just state, and whij^^yusticc is as found 
in them, it would not be thought, 1 imagine, to be an alto- 
gether false statement. , 

No, indeed, it would not. 

Shall we say so then? 

We will. 
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Be it so, I continued. In the next place we have to 
investigate, I imagine, what injustice is. 

Evidently we have. ^ 

Must it not then, as the reverse of justice, ^e a state of 
strife between the three princij^les, and the disposition to 
meddle and interfere, and the insurredl;ion of a part of the 
mind against the whole, this payl aspiring to the supreme 
power within the mind, to which it has no right, its proper 
place and destination being, on t^ne contrary, to do service 
to any member of the rightfully dominant class? Such 
doings as these, I imagine, 'and the C 9 nfusion and bewil- 
derment of the aforesaid principles, will, in our opinion, 
constitute injustice, and licentiousness, and cowardice, 
and folly, and, in one word, all vice. 

Yes, precisely so. 

And is it not^now quite clear to us what it is to a(5l un- 
justly, and to be unjust, and, on the other hand, what it is 
tu atil justly, knowing as we do the nature of justice and 
injustice? 

How so? 

Because these phenomena in the soul are exa/By like 
the phenom^ia of health and disease in the body. 

In what way? ^ 

The conditions of health, I presume, produce health, 
and those of disease engender disease. 

Yes. 

In the same way, does not the pra(Ticc of justice beget 
the habit of justice, and the pradlice of injustice the habit 
of injustice? 

Inevitably. 

Now to produce health is so to constitute the bodily 
forces as they shall master and be mastered by one 
another in accordance with nature ; and to produce dis- 
ease is to make them govern and be governed by one 
another in a way which violates nature. 

True. 

Similarly, will i^nt be true that to beget justice is so to 
constitute the powers of the soul that they shall master 
and be mastered by one another in accordance with 
nature, and Ahat to beget injustice is to make them govern 
and be governed by one another in a way which violates 
nature? 

Quite so. 
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Then virtue, it appears, will be a kind of health and 
beauty, and good habit of the soul; and vice will be a dis- 
ease, and deformity, and sickness of it. 

True. 

And may we not add, that all fair pra6lices tendjLo the 
acquisition of virtue, and all foul practices to that of vice? 
UndQubtedly they do. 

What now remains for, us, apparently, is to inquire whe- 
ther it is proJitablc\.o acl: justly, and to pursue honour- 
able aims, and to be just, whether a man be known to be 445 
such or not, — or to ad:l unjustly, and to be unjust, if one 
suffer no punishment, and be not made a better man by 
chastisement. 

Nay, Socrates, to me, I confess, the inquiry begins to 
assume a ludicrous appearance, now that the real nature 
of justice and injustice has presented itseff to us in the 
light described above. Do people think that when the 
constitution of the body is ruined, life is not worth having, 
though you may command all varieties of food and drink, 
and possess endless wealth and power ; and shall we be 
told thJt, when the constitution of that ve^ principle 
whereby we liVe is going to rack and ruin, life is still 
worth having, let a man do what he will, if that is except- 
ed which v^L.^nable him to get rid of vice and injustice, 
and to acquire viT^e and justice? 

Yes, it is ludicrous, I replied: still, as we have arrived 
at this point, wc must not lose heart, till we have ascer- 
tained, in the clearest possible manner, the corredl;ness 
of our conclusions. 

No, indeed; anything rather than lose heart. 

Come with me, then, that you may see how many varie- 
ties of vice there are, according to niy belief looking only 
at those which arc worth the survey. 

I follow you : only tell me. 

Well, I can see as it were from a watch-tower, now that 
we have ascended to this lofty stage iji^the argument, that 
while there is only one form of virtue, there are infinite 
varieties of vice, of whi|:h four in particular deserve to be 
noticed. 

How do you mean? 

It would seem that there are as many characTcrs of 
mind, as there are distin<^l:ivc forms of government. 
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Pray how many arc tliey? 

There are five forms of government, and five charadlers 
of mind. 

Tell me what these are. ^ 

I w*>,l[ : one form of govermjient will be tliat which we 
have been describing, and it may be called by two differ- 
ent names; should there arise ^nong the governing.body 
one man excelling the rest, it will be called a kingdom ; 
if there be more than pne of eo[ual excellence, it will be 
entitled an aristocracy. 

True. 

This then I call one form: for whether the supreme 
power be in the hands of one or many, the important laws 
of the state will not be disturbed, if thoir training and 
education be such as we have described. 

So we may justly expe(5i, he replied. 
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Such then is the state or constitution which I call ^ood 
and right, and such is tlvi good man : and if this one be 
right, 1 must call the rest bad and wrong ; applying these 
terms both to the organ izatiort of states, and to the forma- 
tion of individual charadlcr ; and the vicious forms are 
reducible to four varieties. 

Pray, what aie these? he asked. 

IJt?reupon 1 was proceeding to speak of them in order, 
as they appeared to me to pass severally into one another ; 
when Polemarchus, who was seated a little further off 
than Adeimantus, put out his hand to take hold of his 
brother’s dress high up near the shoulder, drew him to- 
wards himself, and leaning forwards whispered a few 
words i^jto his ear, of which we only caught the following : 

Shall we let him off then, or what shall we do? 

Certainly not, said Adeimantus, beginning to .^peak 
aloud. \^hereupon I said, Pray what may that be which 
you are noT'^^sH^g, to let off? 

You, he replic'CL***** 

And why, pray ? I further inquired. 

We have an idea that you are lagging, and stealing a 
whole se(flion, and that a very important one, out of the 
subjctl, in order to avoid handling it ; and we suppose 
you fancied that we should not notice your passing it over 
with the very slight remark, that every one ^^i-dd see that 
the rule, ‘among friends every thing is common property,’ 
would apply to the women and children. 

Well, and was 1 not right, Adeimantus ? 

Yes : but this word ‘right,’ like the rest, needs explana- 
tion. We must be told on what pljji; among the many 
possible ones, this community of property is to be carried 
out. Do not therefore pmit to tell us what plan you pro- 
pose. For we have been long waiting in the expeeffation 
that you would specify the conditions under which chil- 
dren are to be begotten, and the manner of rearing them 
after they arfe born, and, in fa<5l, that you would give a 
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complete description of the community of women and 
children intended by you : for we are of opinion, that the 
mode of carrying out this idea, according as it is right or 
wrong, will be a matter of great, or ratlier of vital import- 
ance, «to a commonwealth. So^ finding that you arc taking 
in hand another form of government, before you have 
satisfacflorily settled these poiv^^-s, we have come to the 
resolution which you overheard, not to let you go till you 
have discussed all these questions as fully as the others. 

Add my vote also, said Glaucon, as a supporter of this 
motion. , 

In short, Socrates, said Thrasymachus, you may look 
upon us as unanimous in this resolution. 

What a deed have you done ! I exclaimed, in thus lay- 
ing hands upon me. What a large question arc you again 
raising, as if wc were beginning anew, on the subjcc!:t of 
our commonwealth ! I was rejoicing in the idea of hav- 
ing already done with it, and was only too glad that those 
points should be let alone, and accepted as they were 
then delivered. You little know what a swarm of ques- 
tions you are rousing by calling in these topics : b^it I saw 
at the timeJiow the case stood, and therefore let the sub- 
jedl go by, lest it should occasion us cndlc*ss tro^ible. 

How.^ exclaimed Thrasymachus ; do you suppose that 
we are come here on a gold-hunting ermr .1,' and not ex- 
pressly to hear a philosophical discuscion 

^ X/^L'O'oxoTjo'ovras. This passage has been explained by all 
previous commentators to signify, ‘Have we come here to be 
disappointed in our expedlations?’ literally, ‘to 

smelt gold,’ being taken to mean, 'to embark in a bubble specu- 
lation.’ But ypv(Toxo€ii/, in its proverbial sense, appears to have 
meant, ‘to efo ‘anything rather than the matter in hand.’ This 
may be gathered from a passage in the orator Deinarchus, which 
wc take from a note on this Proverb in the Paroemiographi 
Gneci, edited by k Leutsch and Schneidewin : IlciXii' wap* Al<rx^' 
vrjv awo<poiTr)<ras wapp. To&np drfKov 6 tl xP^^^X^Av ^p-dvOavep, 
dXX’ ov rb wpoKe[p.evJf( ' avrtp wpdrruv rj wdax^f-^* ‘ He learnt, 
under the instruction of Aeschines, to smelt gold, and not to do 
or suffer what was set before him.’ It Would be useless to specu- 
late as to wl>at accident brought vogue in this 

sense, rather tlian any other word : but the reader will observe 
that an impetuous and strongly-coloured remark of this kind is 
put with ethical propriety into the mouth of 'riira^ymachus. 
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Yes, one of reasonable length, I replied 

True, Socrates, said (jlaucon; and in the eyes of sen- 
sible people their whole life is but a reasonable time for 
hearing such discussions, never mind us ; but pray 
do not grovv tirod yourself of stating your views on the 
subjects about which we were asking, I mean, as to the 
naturfi of this community^^f wives and children, which is 
to subsist among our guardians ; and as to the training of 
the young, in the intervahbetween their birth and educa- 
tion, which is considered the most troublesome business 
of all. 'Fry to expl^xin to us on what principle this is to be 
condiuTed. 

It is no easy matter, my gifted friend, to discuss this 
question; for it is beset by incredulity, even more than 
our j)*revious dodlrincs. In the first place, the pradlica- 
bility of our plans will not be believed; and in the next 
place, supposing them to be most complctifly carried out, 
their desirableness will be questioned. And that is why I 
feel a relLKidance to grapple with the snbjecft, lest I should 
be thought, my dear friend, to be indulging in a merely 
visionarj(' speculation. 

You need feel no rcliuTance, he replied : for vour audi- 
tors are neither ’stupid, nor incredulous, nor unfriendly. 

Upon w^iich 1 asked, My excellent friend, did you wish 
to encouragx?N^by your assurance.^ 

I did. 

Then, let me tell you, you have done just the contrary. 

If I were confident of my own knowledge of the subje(T, 
your encouragement would have been well and good ; for 
to speak on the most momentous and interesting topics in 
the company of intelligent friends, is a thing that may be 
done with courage and safety, if one really k^vvs the sub- 
jedl ; but to broach a theory while one is still in the posi- 
tion of a doubting inquirer, as I am going to do, is a 
slippery course, and makes me afraid, not of being laughed 451 
at, — that would be childish, — but lest I should miss my 
footing upon the truth, and falling, drag my friends down 
with me, and that upon ground on wnich a false step is 
especially to be dreadeeV I pray that the divine N emesis 
may not overtake me, Glaucon, for what I am going to 
say ; for 1 verily believe it is a more venial offence to be 
the involuntary cause of death to a man, than to deceive 
him concerning noble and good and just institutions. 
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Such a risk it were better to run among enemies than 
among friends ; so that you are happy in your choice of 
encouragement. 

At this Glaucon laughedj and said, Well, Socrates, 
shouki your theory do us any harm, our bloocf shall not be 
upon your head; we absolve >^ou from the guilt of deceiv- 
ing us : therefore speak boldly.>. 

To be sure, I replied, the law tells us that, when a man 
has been absolved from an offence, he is clean even in 
the next world ; and therefore, in all probability, in this 
world also. « 

Very well then, let not this fear hinder you from pro- 
ceeding. 

I must recur, then, to a portion of our siibjec^l which 
perhaps I ought to have discussed before in its proper 
place. But after all, the present order may be the best ; 
the men havih|^ quite played out their piece, we proceed 
with the performance of the women; especially since this 
is the order of your challenge. 

For men born and educated as we have described, the 
only right j^ethod, in my opinion, of acquiring and treat- 
ing children and wives will be found in following out that 
original impulse which we communicated to tHcm. The 
aim of our theory was, I believe, to make -ur men as it 
were guardians of a flock. 

Yes. 

Let us keep on the same track, and give corresponding 
rules for the propagation of the species, and for rearing 
the young ; and let us observe whether we find them suit- 
able or not. 

How do y^u mean? 

Thus. Do we think that the females of watch-dogs 
ought to guard the flock along with the males, and hunt 
with them, and share in all their other duties ; or that the 
females ought to stay at home, because they are disabled 
by having to breed^ind rear the cubs, while the males are 
to labour and be charged with all the care of the flocks ? 

We expccfl them to share in \^'hatever is to be done ; 
only wc tre^t the females as the weaker, and the males as 
the stronger. 

Is it possible to use animals for the same work, if you 
do not give them the same training and education ? 
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It is not. 

If then we are to employ the women in the same duties 452 
as the men, we must ^ive them the same instru6lions. 

Yes. 

To the nilm wc gave music and gymnastic. 

Yes. 

Then wc must train tl^e women also in the same two 
arts, giving them besides a military education, and treat- 
ing them in the same way as the men. 

It follows naturally from what you say. 

Perhaps many of the detail^ of the question before us 
might appear unusually ridiculous, if carried out in the 
manner proposed. 

No doubt they would. 

Which of them do you find the most ridiculous 1 Is it 
not "Obviously the notion of the women exercising naked 
in the schools with the men, and not ofily the young 
women, but even those of an advanced age, just like those 
old men in the gymnasia, who, in spite of wrinkles and 
ugliness, still keep up their fondness for adlive exercises ? 

Yes, indeed : at the present day that would appear truly 
ridiculous. 

Well then, as wc have started the subjedl, w^^imTSt not 
be afraid of the numerous jests which worthy men may 
make upolT^^ notion of carrying out such a change in 
reference to the'^^^nnasia and music ; and above all, in 
the wearing of armour and riding on horseback. 

You are right. 

On the contrary, as we have begun the discussion, we 
must travel on to the rougher ground of our law, intreat- 
ing these witty men to leave off their usual praeflice, and 
try to be serious ; and reminding them that not long since 
it was thought discreditable and ridiculou? among the 
(Greeks, as it is now among most barbarian nations, for 
men to be seen naked. And when the Cretans first, and 
after them the LacecUemonians, began the pradlice of 
gymnastic exercises, the wits of the time had it in their 
power to make sport of those novelties. Do you not 
think so 

I do. 

But when experience had shewn that it wds better to 
strip than to cover up the body, and when the ridiculous 
effcdl, which this plan had to the eye, had given way be- 
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fore the arguments establishing its superiority, it was at 
the same time, as I imagine, demonstrated, that he is a 
fool who thinks anything ridiculous but that which is evil, 
and who attempts to raise a Ifuigh by assuming any obje(ft 
to be, ridiculous but that which is unwise andfcvil ; or who 
chooses for the aim of his sA'ious admiration any other 
mark save that which is good. 

Most assuredly. 

Must we not then first come to an agreement as to 
whether the regulations proposed are pradlicable or not, 
453 and give to any one, whetl^ir of a jocose or serious turn, 
an opportunity of raising the question^ whether the nature 
of the human female is such as to enable her to share in 
all the employments of the male, or wlicther she is wholly 
unequal to any, or equal to some and not to others; and 
if so, to which class military service belongs? Will* not 
this be the way to make the best beginning, and, in all 
probability, the best ending also ? 

Yes, quite so. 

Would you like, then, that we should argue against 
ourselves in behalf of an objector, that the adverse posi- 
tion may not be undefended against our attack? * 

There iiTho reason why we should not. * 

Then let us say in his behalf, ‘ Socrates and Glaucon, 
there is no need for others to advance anTh^iT^R against 
you : for you yourselves, at the beginr; .g of your scheme 
for constru(Ting a state, admitted that every individual 
therein ought, in accordance with nature, to do the one 
work which belongs to him.’ ‘We did admit this, I ima- 
gine ; how could we do otherwise?’ ‘ Can you deny that 
there is a very marked difference between the nature of 
woman and that of man?’ ‘Of course there is a differ- 
ence.’ ‘Tli^n is it not fitting to assign to each sex a 
different work, appropriate to its peculiar nature?’ ‘ Un- 
doubtedly.’ ‘ Then if so, you must be in error now, and 
be contradi(fling yourselves when you go on to say, that 
men and women ought to engage in the same occupa- 
tions, when their iTatures are so widely diverse?’ Shall 
you have any answer to make to ^hat objeeflion, my clever 
friend? 

It is not *50 very easy to find one at a moment’s notice : 
but I shall apply to you, and I do so now, to state what the 
arguments on our side arc, and to expound them for us. 
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These objedlions, (Baucon, and many others like them, 
are what I anticipated all along ; and that is why I was 
afraid and relucflant to meddle with the law that regulates 
the possession of the women and children, and the rear- 
ing of the letter. 

To say the truth, it does Kecm no easy task. 

Why no : but the fa( 5 l is, that whether you fall into a 
small ' swimming-bath, or into the middle of the great 
ocean, you have to swim all the same. 

ExaAly so. 

Then is it not best for us, in the present instance, to 
strike out and endeavour to emerge in safety from the 
discussion, in the hope that cither a dolphin may take 
us on his back, or some other unlooked-for deliverance 
present itself.^ 

It* would seem so. 

Come then, I continued, let us see if wii can find the 
way out. We admitted, you say, that different natures 
ought to have different occupations, and that the natures 
of men and women arc different ; but now we maintain 
that these different natures ought to engage in the same 
occupations. Is this your charge against iis.^ 

Precisely. 

Truly, (flaucon, the power of the art of controversy is a 454 
vei7 extra(»di4iary one. 

Why so ? _ 

Because it seems to iiie that many fall into it even 
against their, will, and fancy they arc discussing, when 
they arc merely debating, because they cannot distinguish 
the meanings of a term, in their investigation of any ques- 
tion, but carry on their opposition to what is stated, by 
attacking the mere words, employing the art of debate, 
and not that of philosophical discussion. 

This is no doubt the case with many: does it apply to 
us at the present moment ? 

Most assuredly it docs; at any rate there is every ap- 
pearance of our having fallen unintentionally into a verbal 
controversy. 

How so? 

We are pressing liaAl upon the mere letter of the 

® In allusion, probably, to the famous story of Avion. Hero- 
dotus, 1. 24. 
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dogma, that different natures ought not to engage in the 
same pursuits, in the most courageous style of verbal 
debate, but we have wholly forgotten to consider in what 
senses the words ‘ the same nature’ and ‘ different natures’ 
were, employed, and what we had in view ili our defini- 
tion, when we assigned different pursuits to different 
natures, and the same pursuits |o the same natures. 

It is true we have not considered that. 

That being the case, it is oppn to us apparently to ask 
ourselves whether bald men and long-haired men are of 
the same or of opposite nj^tures, and after admitting the 
latter to be the case, we may say that if bald men make 
shoes, long-haired men must not be suffered to make 
them, or if the long-haired men make them, the others 
must be forbidden to do so. 

Nay, that would be ridiculous. 

Would it Ife ridiculous, except for the reason that we 
were not then using the words, ‘ the same ’ and ‘ different,’ 
in a universal sense, being engaged only with that par- 
ticular species of likeness and difference which applied 
dirc(f\ly to the pursuits in question? For example, we 
said that two men who were mentally qualified for the 
mechcal profession, possessed the same nature. Do you 
not think so? 

I do. 

And that a man who would make physician had 

a different nature from one who would make a good car- 
penter. 

Of course he has. 

If, then, the male and the female sex appear to differ in 
reference to any art, or other occupation, we shall say 
that such occupation must be appropriated to the one or 
the other: 6ut if we find the difference between the sexes 
to consist simply in the parts they respeeflively bear in 
the propagation of the species, we shall assert that it has 
not yet been by any means demonstrated that the differ- 
ence between man and woman touches our purpose ; on 
the contrary, we ^all still think it proper for our guar- 
dians and their wives to engage the same pursuits. 

And rightly. 

455 Shall we not proceed to call upon our opponents to * 
inform us what is that particular art or occupation con- 
nedled with the organization of a state, in reference to 
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which the nature of a man and a woman are not the 
same, but diverse ? 

We certainly arc entitled to do so. 

Well, perhaps it might be pleaded by others, as it was 
a little whiie ago by you, that it is not easy to give a 
satisfa(5lory answer at a ntoment’s notice ; but that, with 
time for consideration, it would not be difficult to do 

so. • 

'rrue, it might. 

Would you like us tlien to beg the author of such 
obje(^Uons to accompany us, to see if we can shew him 
that no occupatioi^ which bemngs to the ordering of a 
state is peculiar to women? 

By all means. 

Well then, we will address him thus: Fray tell us whe- 
theif, when you say that one man possesses talents for a 
particular study, and that another is witltout them, you 
mean that the former learns it easily, the latter with diffi- 
culty ; and that the one with little instrueftion can find out 
much for himself in the su])je(^l he has studied, whereas 
the other after much teaching and practice cannot even 
retain what he has learnt; and that the mind of the one 
is duly aided, that of the other thwarted, by'TTTTrTIOdily 
powers ? #Are not these the only marks by which you 
define the«fi^?.^session and the want of natural talents for 
any puiouit ? h, 

Every one will say yes. 

Well then, do you know of any branch of human in- 
dustry in which the female sex is not inferior in these 
respedls to the male ? or need we go the length of speci- 
fying the art of weaving, and the manufadlure of pastry 
and preserves, in which women arc thought to excel, and 
in which their discomfiture is most laughed <Tt? 

You are perfedlly right, that in almost every employ- 
ment the one sex is vastly superior to the other. There 
arc many women, no doubt, who are better in many 
things than many men ; but, speaking generally, it is as 
you say. ^ 

I conclude then, my Tricnd, that none of the occupa- 
tions which comprehcncl the ordering of a state belong to 
woman as woman, nor yet to man as man ; iDUt natural 
gifts are to be found here and there, in both sexes alike ; 
and, so far as her nature is concerned, the woman is 

11 
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admissible to all pursuits as well as the man ; though in 
all of them the woman is weaker than the man. 

Precisely so. 

Shall we then appropriate till duties to men, and none 
to wotnen 

How can we 

On the contrary, we shall liold, I imagine, that one 
woman may have talents for medicine, and another be 
without them ; and that one may be musical, and another 
unmusical. 

Undoubtedly. 

And shall we not also say, that one woman may have 
456 qualifications for gymnastic exercises, and for war, and 
another be unwarlike, and without a taste for gymnastics ? 

I think we shall. 

Again, may there not be a love of knowledge in one, 
and a distaste for it m another.? and may not one be 
spirited, and another spiritless ? 

True again. 

If that be so, there are some women who are fit, and 
others who are unfit, for the office of guardians. For 
were not those the qualities that we selected, in the case 
of the nie^^ as marking their fitness for that office ? 

Yes, they were. 

Then as far as the guardianship of a statqi*:;- 'concerned, 
there is no difference between the nat]i,^ja "of the man and 
of the woman, but only various degrees of weakness and 
strength. 

Apparently there is none. 

Then we shall have to selecfl duly qualified women also, 
to share in the life and official labours of the duly quali- 
fied men ; since we find that they are competent to the 
work, and ol kindred nature with the men. 

Just so. 

And must we not assign the same pursuit to the same 
natures ? 

We must. 

Then we are now brought round by a circuit to our 
former position, and we admit t^at it is no violation of 
nature to assign music and gymnastic to the wives of our 
guardians. ‘ 

Precisely so. 

Then our intended legislation was not impra< 5 licable, or 
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visionary, since the proposed law was in accordance with 
nature: rather it is the existing usage, contravening this 
of ours, that to all appearance contravenes nature. 

So it appears. * 

Our inquiry was, whether the proposed arrangement 
would be pracflicable, and \lhether it was the most desir- 
able oije, was it not? 

It was. 

Are we quite agreed that, it is pradlicable ? 

Yes. 

Then the next pojnt to be settled is, that it is also the 
most desirable arrangement ? 

Yes, obviously. 

Very well ; if the question is how to render a woman 
fit for the office of guardian, we shall not have one 
education for men, and another for women, especially 
as the nature to be wrought upon is the ^ame in both 
cases. 

No, the education will be the same. 

Well then, I should like to have your opinion on the 
following question. 

Pray what is it? 

On what principle do you in your own mind estimate 
one man aft better than another? or do you look upon all 
as equal ? ^ 

Certainly I do no*?^ 

Then in our ideal state which of the two classes have, 
in your opinion, been made the better men, — the guar- 
dians educated as we have described, or the shoemakers 
brought up to shoemaking? 

It IS ridiculous to ask. 

I understand you : but tell me, arc not thesg the best of 
all the citizens ? 

Yes, by far. 

And will not these women be better than all the other 
women ? 

Yes, by far, again. 

Can there be anything better for a state than that it 
should contain the best possible men and women ? 

There cannot. 

And this result will be brought about by music and 
gymnastic employed as we described? 457 

Undoubtedly. 


IT — 2 
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Then our intended regulation is not only pra<fticable, 
but also one most desirable for the state. 

It is. 

Then the wives of our gtmrdians must strip for their 
exerqjses, inasmuch as they will put on virtwe instead of 
raiment, and must bear theii* part in war and the other 
duties comprised in the guardianship of the state, and 
must engage in no other occupations : though of these 
tasks the lighter parts must bej^iven to the women rather 
than to the men, in consideration of the weakness of their 
sex. But as for the man^who laughs at the idea of un- 
dressed women going through gymnkstic exercises, as a 
means of realizing what is most perfect, his ridicule is but 
‘unripe fruit plucked from the tree of wisdom^,’ and he 
knows not, to all appearance, what he is laughing at or 
what he is doing : for it is and ever will be a most ex- 
cellent maxim, that the useful is noble, and the hurtful 
base. 

Most assuredly it is. 

Here then is one wave, as I may call it, which we may 
perhaps consider ourselves to have surmounted, in our 
diSeUssidfrof the law relating to women ; so that, instead 
of our being altogether swamped by our assertion that it 
is the duty of our male and female guard^A* to have all 
their pursuits in common, our thcorj^j*4#iound to be in a 
manner at one with itself as to the pradlicability and 
advisableness of its plan. 

Yes indeed, he replied, it is no insignificant wave that 
you have surmounted. 

You will not call it a large one, 1 continued, when you 
see the next. 

Pray go oh, and let me see it. 

The last law and those which preceded it involve, as I 
conceive, another to this effe6l. 

What is it ? 

That these women shall be, without exception, the com- 
mon wives of the^e men, and that no one shall have a 
wife of his own : likewise that t^e children shall be com- 
mon, and that the parent shall not know his child, nor 
the child his parent. 

^ The original is given by Stobaeus as a quotation from Pindar. 
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This law, he replied, is much more likely than the 
former to excite distrust both as to its pradlicability and 
as to its advisableness. ^ 

As to the^latter, I said, I think no one could deny that 
it would be an immense advantage for the wivee# and 
children to be common to all, if it were possible : but I 
expe6\ there would be m«)st controversy about the prac- 
ticability of the scheme. 

Both points might very well be controverted. 

Then there will be a junction of discussions. I thought 
I should run away .and get olf from one of them, if you 
agreed to the utility of the plan, so that I should only 
have to discuss its feasibility. 

But you were found out in your attempt to escape : so 
please to render an account on both heads. 

I must submit to justice. Grant me however this one 
favour: permit me to take a holiday, like one of those 
men of indolent minds, who are wont to feast themselves 
on their own thoughts, whenever they travel alone. Such 
persons, you know, before they have found out any means 
of effeefling their wishes, pass that by, to avoid the fatigue 
of thinking whether such wishes are pv->AiVoV 
and assuiiY^ that what they desire is already theirs ; after 
which the)y?joceed to arrange the remainder of the busi- 
ness, and ple'£s;\ ♦^hemselvcs with running over what they 
mean to do under tile assumed circumstances, thus aggra- 
vating the indolence of an already indolent mind. So at 
this moment I too am yielding to laziness, and am de- 
sirous of putting off for subsequent investigation the ques- 
tion of possibility ; and for the present assuming the 
possibility, I shall inquire, if you will give me leave, what 
arrangements the governing body will maluc when our 
rule is carried out, endeavouring also to shew that in 
practice it would be the most advantageous of all things, 
both to the state and to its guardians. These points I 
will first endeavour to examine thoroughly in company 
with you, aqd take the others afterwa#cls, if you give me 
your leave. 

You have my permission, he replied. So proceed with 
^the inquiry^ 

I think then, I proceeded, that if our rulers shall prove 
worthy of the name, and their auxiliaries likewise, the 
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latter will be willing to execute the orders they receive, 
and the former, in issuing those orders, will themselves 
yield implicit obedience to our laws ; and in whatever 
cases we have left the detail^ to them, will endeavour to 
carry out their spirit. 

So we may expetfl. 

It will be your duty, therefore, as their lawgiver, to 
seledl the women just as you sele<fled the men, and to 
place them together, taking care, as far as possible, that 
they shall be of similar nature. Now inasmuch as the 
dwellings and mess-tablca are all cojnmon, and no one 
possesses anything in the shape of private property, both 
sexes will live together, and in consequence of their indis- 
criminate association in a(^l;ive exercises, and in the rest 
of their daily life, they will be led, I imagine, by a con- 
straining instin(5l to form alliances. Do you not fhink 
this will be irfevitable ? 

The necessity truly will not be that of mathematical 
demonstration, but that of love, which perhaps is more 
constraining than the other in its power to persuade and 
draw after it the mass of men. 

Ouite^. But in the next place, Glaucon, irregular 
alliances, or indeed irregularity of any kind, would be a 
profanation among the members of a happy cily, and will 
not be permitted by the magistrates. ’ 

And rightly so. 

Manifestly then our next care will be to make the mar- 
riage-union as sacred a thing as we possibly can : and 
this saneflity will attach to, the marriages which are most 
for the public good. 

Precisely so. 

459 Then tel[,me, (ilaucon, how this end is to be attained. 
For 1 know you keep in your house both sporting dogs, 
and a great number of game birds. I conjure you, there- 
fore, to inform me whether you have paid any attention 
to the intercourse and the breeding of these animals. 

In what respe<fl^ 

In the first place, though all are well-bred, are there 
not some which are, or grow to ke, superior to the rest ? 

There ajre. 

Do you then b;;eed from all alike, or are you anxious to' 
breed as much as possible from the best ? 

F rom the best. 
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And at what age? when they are very young, or very 
old, or when they are in their prime ? 

When they arc in their prime. 

And if you were to pursue a different course, do you 
think your^riicd of birds and dogs would degenerate very 
much ? 

. I do. 

Do you think it would be different with horses, or any 
other animals? 

Certainly not ; it would be absurd to suppose it. 

Good heavens! my dear frjend, I exclaimed, what very 
first-rate men our 'rulers ought to be, if the analogy hold 
with regard to the human race. 

Well, it certainly does : but why first-rate ? 

Because they will be obliged to use medicine to a great 
exfent. Now you know when invalids do not require 
medicine, but are willing to submit to a regimen, we think 
an ordinary doeftor good enough for them ; but when it is 
necessary to administer medicines, we know that a more 
able physician must be called in. 

True; but how does this apply? 

Thus. It is probable that our rulers will be compelled 
to have recourse to a good deal of faLschooa 
for the b<!nefit of their subjc6ls. And, if you rccolleCl, we 
said that'^tll ><^11011 pracflicos were useful in the charadler of 
medicine. 

Yes, and we were right. 

Well then, it appears that this right principle applies 
particularly to the questions of marriage and propagation. 

How so? 

It follows from what has been already granted, that the 
best of both sexes ought to be brought together as often 
as possible, and the worst as seldom as possible, and that 
the issue of -the former unions ought to be reared, and 
that of the latter abandoned, if the flock is to attain to 
first-rate excellence; and these proceedings ought to be 
kept a secret from all but the magistrates themselves, if 
the herd of guardians is also to bf as free as possible 
from internal strife. ^ 

You are perfectly right. 

Then we shall have to ordain certain festivals, at which 
shall bring together the brides and the bridegrooms, 
and we must have sacrifices performed, and hymns com- 
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460 posed by our poets in strains appropriate to the occasion; 
but the number of marriages wc shall place under the 
control of the magistrates, in order that they may, as far 
as they can, keep the population at the same point, taking 
into consideration the effedls of war and disease, and all 
such agents, that our city may, to the best of our power, 
be prevented from' becoming eith»2r too great or too small. 

You are right. 

We must therefore contrive arv ingenious system of lots, 

I fancy, in order that those inferior persons, of whom 
1 spoke, may impute the manner in ^which couples are 
united, to chance, and not to the magistrates. 

Certainly. 

And those of our young men who distinguish them- 
selves in the field or elsewhere, will receive, along with 
other privileges and rewards, more liberal permission to 
associate with ^hc women, in order that, under colour of 
this pretext, the greatest number of children may be the 
issue of such parents. 

You are right. 

And, as fast as the children are born, they will be re- 
ceived b'eiile officers appointed for the purpose, whether 
men or women, or both for 1 presume that the state- 
offices also will be held in common both by'; men and 
women. 

They will. 

Well, these officers, 1 suppose, will take the children of 
good parents, and place them in the general nursei)' under 
the charge of certain nurses, living apart in a particular 
quarter of the city : while the issue of inferior parents, 
and all imperfedl children that arc born to the others, 
will be conce,aled, as is fitting, in some mysterious and 
unknown hiding-place. 

Yes, if the breed of the guardians is to be kept 
pure. 

And will not these same officers have to superintend 
the rearing of the qhildren, bringing the mothers to the 
nursery when their breasts are full, but taking every pre- 
caution that no mother shall knVi)w her own child, and 
providing qther women that have milk, if the mothers 
have not enough ; and must they not take care to limit 
the time during which the mothers are to suckle the cnil- 
dren, committing the task of sitting up at night, and the 
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other troubles incident to infancy, to nurses and attend- 
ants ? 

You make child-bearing a very easy business for the 
wives of the guardians. * 

Yes, and lo it ought to be. Now let us proceed tp the 
next objc(fl of our interest. *Wc said, you remember, that 
the children ought to be the issue of parents who are still 
in their prime. 

True. , 

And do you agree with me that the prime of life may 
be reasonably reckcjned at a period of twenty years for a 
woman, and thirty for a man.^ 

Where do you place these years ? 

1 should make it the rule for a woman to bear children 
to the state from her twentieth to her fortieth year : and 
for a man, after getting over the sharpest burst in the 
race of life, thenceforward to beget childrA to the state 
until he is fifty-five years old. 

Doubtless, he said, in both sexes, this is the period of 461 
their prime, botli of body and mind-. 

If then a man who is either above or under this age 
shall meddle with the business of begetting cbiljlrcn for 
the commonwealth, we shall declare his acT to^'lSe^n 
offence ag^nst religion and justice; inasmuch as he is 
raising up a ‘Cl dd for the state, who, should dete( 5 \ion be 
avoided, instead ot''*having been begotten under the sanc- 
tion of those sacrifices and prayers, which are to be offered 
up at every marriage ceremonial, by priests and priest- 
esses, and the whole city, to the effeCt that the children to 
be born may ever be more virtuous and more useful than 
their virtuous and useful parents, will have been conceived 
under cover of darkness by the aid of dire incontinence. 

You are rjght. 

The same law will hold should a man, who is still of an 
age to be a father, meddle with a woman, who is also of 
the proper age, without the introdudlion of the magis- 
trate: for we shall accuse him of rai^ng up to the state 
an illegitimate, unsponsored, and unhallowed child. 

You are pcrfcClly righ^ 

But as soon as the women and the men aje past the 
jatg^cribed age, we shall allow the latter, I imagine, to 
associate freely with whomsoever they please, so that it 
be not a daughter, or mother, or daughter’s child, or 
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grandmother; and in like manner we shall permit the 
women to associate with any man, except a son or a 
father, or one of their relations in the direct line, ascend- 
ing or descending ; but only after giving them stri6l orders 
to doj, their best, if possible, to prevent any cMld, haply so 
conceived, from seeing the liglit, but if that cannot some- 
times be helped, to dispose of^the infant on the under- 
standing that the fruit of such a union is not to be reared. 

That too is a reasonable pl,an; but how are they to 
distinguish fathers, and daughters, and the relations you 
described just now ? , 

Not at all, I replied; only, all th'e children that are 
born between the seventh and tenth month from the day 
on which one of their number wlas married, are to be 
called by him, if male, his sons, if female, his daughters ; 
and they shall call him father, and their children he Shall 
call his grandfihildren ; these again shall call him and his 
fellow-bridegrooms and brides, grandfathers and grand- 
mothers ; likewise all shall regard as brothers and sisters 
those that were born in the period during which their 
own fathers and mothers were bringing them into the 
world; and as we said just now, all these shall refrain 
fro1n*'tcluSPing one another. But the law will allow inter- 
course between brothers and sisters, if the lot ‘chances to 
fall that way, and if the Delphian priestg^w^fso gives it 
her san( 5 lion. 

That is quite right, said he. 

Such will be the chara^ler, Glaucon, of the community 
of women and children that is to prevail among the guar- 
dians of your state. The argument must now go on to 
establish that the plan is in keeping with the rest of our 
polity, and quite the best conceivable arrangement. Or 
can you propose any other course ? 

462 Do as you say, by all means. 

Will not the first step to an agreement on this point 
between us be, to ask ourselves what we can name as the 
highest perfection fn the constitution of a state, at which 
the legislator ought to aim in making his laws, and what 
as the greatest evil ; and the next, to inquire whether the 
plan we di‘scribed just now fits into our outline of the;/ 
perfection, and is out of keeping with our sketch of ale 
evil ? 
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Most decidedly. 

Do we know then of any greater evil to the state, than 
that which should tear it asunder, and make it into a 
multitude of states instead of one? Or of any higher 
perfection than that which should bind it together, and 
make it one ? 
do not. 

Well, then, does not a community of feeling in pleasure 
and pain bind the citizerjs together, when they all, so far 
as is possible, rejoice and grieve alike, at the same gains 
and the same losses ? 

Most assuredly it does. 

And docs not isolation in these feelings produce dis- 
union, when some are much pleased and others equally 
grieved, at the same events affeCting the city and its 
inmates ? 

Of course it does. 

And does not this state of things arise when the words 
‘ mine’ and ‘ not mine’ are not pronounced by all simul- 
taneously in the city? and when there is the same dis- 
crepancy in the use of the word ‘another’s’? 

Precisely so. 

That city then is best conducted in which Bi^Patfest 
proportioh of citizens apply the words ‘mine’ and ‘not 
mine’ sirmliuly to the same objeCts. 

Yes, much the best. 

Or, in other words, that city which comes nearest to the 
condition of an individual man. Thus, when one of our 
fingers is hurt, the whole fellowship that spreads through 
the body up to the soul, and there forms an organized 
unity under the governing principle, is sensible of the 
hurt, and there is a universal and simultaneous feeling of 
pain in sympathy with the wounded part ;*and therefore 
we say that the man has a pain in his finger : and in 
speaking of any part of our frame whatsoever, the same 
account may be given of the pain felt when it suffers, and 
the pleasure felt when it is easy. 

The same, no doubt; and to retifrn to your question, 
there is a very close analogy between such a case and the 
condition of the best-governed state. 

_^Then I fancy that, when any good or evif happens to 
on& of the citizens, a state such as we are describing 
will be more likely than another to regard the affedled 
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member as a part of itself, and to sympathize as a whole 
with his pleasure or his pain. 

It must do so, if it be well ordered. 

It will now be time, 1 continued, for us to ^o back to 
our str.te, and to take notice whether it possesses in the 
highest degree the qualities t^ which our inquiry has 
unanimously brought us, or is sui'passed therein by .some 
other state. 

We had better do so. « 

463 Well then, other states, and ours like the rest, contain 
magistrates and a commonaJty, do they, not ? 

They do. 

And they will all address one another as citizens f 

Of course. 

But besides calling them citizens, how does the com- 
monalty in other states style its magistrates ? 

In most casdk it styles them masters, but in democra- 
cies simply magistrates. 

But in our state, what name besides fhat of citizens 
does the commonalty bestow on the magistrates ? 

It calls them preservers and auxiliaries. 

Ancl wlj^ do they call the people? 

Paymasters and maintainers. 

And in other states the magistrates call the pebble, what? 

Servants. , ' 

And what do the magistrates call one another? 

Fellow-magistrates. 

And ours? 

F ellow-guardians. 

Can you say whether in other states a magistrate, speak- 
ing of his fellow-magistrates, might describe one of them 
as a relative, ^md another aS a stranger? 

Yes, many might. 

And in so doing, does he not regard and speak of the 
former as belonging to himself, and the latter as not 
belonging to himself? 

He does. ^ 

Well, could any of your guardians regard or describe 
one of his fellow-guardians as a stl^angcr ? 

Certainly pot : for they must look upon every one whom 
they meet as either a brother, or a sister, or a father,^pn» 
a mother, or a son, or a daughter, or one of the children 
or parents of these. 
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Excellently said; but answer me one more question; 
shall you be satisfied with instituting family names, or 
shall you further require them to a6l in every instance 
in accordance with the names, — enjoining in the treat- 
ment of the fathers, all that it is usual to enjoin towards 
fathers, as that a child sh,7>ll honour, succour, and Be sub- 
je( 5 l to his parents, otherwise it will be worse for him both 
bcfofe heaven and before men ; inasmuch as his condudl:, 
if he a6ls differently, will be an outrage upon religion and 
justice ? Will you havt these commandments, or any 
others, sounded from the first by all the citizens in the 
ears of the children, with reference to those who are 
pointed out to them as fathers, and to all other relations ? 

These, certainly : for it would be ridiculous if family 
names were merely uttered with the lips, without aeflions 
to-correspond. 

This then is the state, above all others, ^in which, when 
good or evil betides an individual, every member will with 
one accord apply the expressions spoken of just now, 
saying, ‘ It is well with mine,’ or ‘ It is ill with mine.’ 

Most true. 

And did we not say that a general .sympathy in pleasure 464 
and in pain goes hand in hand with this mode o iV^ttV^iing 
and speaking ? 

Yes, aifd we said so rightly. 

Then will not our citizens be remarkable for sharing in 
the same interest, which they will call ‘ mine,’ and, having 
this common interest, thereby possess in a remarkalde 
degree a community in pleasure and pain? 

Yes, in a very remarkable degree. 

Well, is not this owing, among the other features of our 
constitution, to the faA that our guardians hold their 
wives and children in common ? 

Yes, mainly to this. 

But, if you remember, we admitted this to be the high- 
est perfection in a state, comparing the condition of a 
well-ordered state to the relation of a body to its members 
in the matter of pleasure and pain. 

Yes ; and we were right in our admission. 

Then we have discovered that the highest perfection of 
the state is due to the community of wives and children, 
*W 5 jich is to prevail among our auxiliaries. 

Exactly so. 
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And in this arrangement we were moreover consistent 
with our former conclusions; for I believe we said that 
all private property, whether in houses, or lands, or any 
thing else, must be forbidden* to our guardians, who are 
to reQeive a maintenance from the rest of the citizens, 
as the wages of their office, anU to lay it out in common, 
if they are destined to be guardig,ns indeed. 

True. 

Well then, will not the regu^tions laid down before, 
and still more those we are now describing, make men 
genuine guardians, and pr,^vent them from tearing the 
city asunder by applying the term ‘mine^ each to a dif- 
ferent obje(ft:, instead of all to the same, and by severally 
dragging to their several distincfl abodes whatever they 
can acquire independently of the rest, and, amongst other 
things, separate wives and children, thus ci'eating exclu- 
sive pleasures and pains by their exclusive interests; 
causing them, on the contrary, to tend unitedly to a com- 
mon centre, by the facfl of holding but one opinion con- 
cerning what is their own, and thus to be, as far as is 
possible, simultaneously affec^ted by pleasure and pain ? 
Preciselv so. 

will not all lawsuits and prosecutions disap- 
pear, so to speak, from among them, seeing that there 
IS nothing which a man can call his own except his body, 
all other things being common property ? And will not 
this deliver them from all those feuds which are oc- 
casioned among men by the separate possession of money 
and children and kindred ? 

They cannot fail to be rid of them. 

Moreover, there will be, by rights, no adlions for forci- 
ble seizure, or for assault and battery among them. For 
we shall probably maintain that to defend oneself against 
an assailant of one’s own age, is consistent both with 
honour and justice, recognizing the necessity of taking 
care of the person. 

Rightly so. 

465 There is also thiS^ advantage, I continued, in such a 
law : if any one should happen tovfall into a passion with 
another, he would find a vent for his anger by a personal 
encounter, ^nd thus the quarrel will be less likely to as-,, 
sume a more serious charader. 

Certainly. 
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An older person, however, will be authorized to com- 
mand and chastise any that are younger than himself. 

Clearly. 

And surely it is to be expecfled that no younger man 
will presume either to strike or otherwise do violence to 
an elder, unless the magistriites commission him to do so. 
Nor yet, I think, will a young man insult his seniors in 
any ofher way ; for there are two warders that will ef- 
feAually interpose, namely, fear and shame ; shame re- 
straining him from laying violent hands on one whom he 
regards as a parent, and fear, lest the person attacked 
should be -succoured by the rest, in the charadler of sons, 
brothers, and fathers. 

Yes, those will be the results of our regulations. 

Then in every way the laws will secure mutual peace 
among our men. 

Yes, in a high degree. 

But if the men of this class be free from internal dis- 
sensions, there is no danger that the rest of the citizens 
will quarrel either with them or with one another. 

No, there is not. 

There arc, moreover, evils of a very petty nature, and 
so mean that I scruple even to mention them, froin-wllwli 
they will be exempt : I allude to the flatteries paid by the 
poor to th^'ich, and those embarrassments and vexations 
which beset men in rearing a family, and in the acquisi- 
tion of the money that is needed for the bare mainten- 
ance of domestics, — now borrowing and now repudiating, 
and by indiscriminate means procuring property which 
they place in the hands of their wives and servants, and 
entrust to their management ; — all the troubles that these 
circumstances occasion, my dear friend, arc obvious 
enough, and besides they are ignoble, ancT do not de- 
serve to be described. 

True, they are obvious even to the blind. 

While they are free from all these evils, they will live 
a life more blessed than that blissful life which is the lot 
of conquerors at the Olympian games^f" 

How so? > 

Why, the happiness ascribed to these comprehends but 

small part of the blessings enjoyed by our men, whose 
vlftdry is as much more glorious as their public mainte- 
nance is more complete. The vicflory they win is the 
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preservation of the whole state, and while living they re- 
ceive crowns and privileges from their country in the shape 
of maintenance and all that life requires, themselves and 
their children, and when they die they are admitted to an 
honourable interment. 

Yes, indeed, these are glorirus privileges. 

Do you remember then, I continued, that some time 
back we were accused by some objector of not making 
our guardians happy, because, with the power to take all 
that the citizens had, they possessed nothing of their 
own.^ To which we replied, I believe, that we would 
consider that point hereafter, if it shculd fall ip our way ; 
but that our objecT then was to make our guardians really 
guardians, and the state itself as happy as we could, with- 
out any idea of fixing our attention on any one class, and 
providing happiness for it? 

I remcmbcK. 

Well, but as we have now found that the life of the 
auxiliaries is much more glorious and more desirable than 
that of Olympian vigors, can it be thought that the life of 
the shoemakers or any other artisans, or that of the agri- 
culturists, is in any sense comparable to it? 
jj^not, he replied. 

However it is but right to repeat here wh^t I said at 
the time, that if ever our guardians attempt; to Tnake 
themselves happy in such a way that they cease to be 
guardians, if, instead of being satisfied with a life merely 
moderate and stable, such as we think the best, they be- 
come possessed with a silly and childish notion of happi- 
ness, impelling them to use their power to appropriate all 
the good things in the city, they will discover that Hesiod 
was truly wise when he said that in a certain sense ‘ the 
half is moreMran the whole'*.’ 

If they take my advice they will abide by the life as- 
signed to them. 

Then you concede the principle, that the women are to 
be put upon the same footing as the men, according to 
our description, invducation, in bearing children and in 
watching over the other citizens^ and that, whether they 
remain at home or are sent into the field, they arc to 
share the duties of guardianship with the men, and joii^ 


* Works and Days, 40. 
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with them in the chase like dogs, and have every thing 
in common with them so far as is at all possible, and 
that in so doing they will following the most desirable 
course, and not violating the natural^ relation which^ ought 
to govern the mutual fellowship of tfie sexes? 

I do concede all this, he replied. 

Then does it not remffin for us, I proceeded, to deter- 
mine whether this community can possibly subsist among 
men, as it can among other animals, and what are the 
conditions of its possibility? 

You have anticipated me in a suggestion I was about 
to make. 

As for their warlike operations, I suppose it is easy to 
see how they will be condudled. 

blow? he asked. 

Why, both sexes will take the field together, and they 
will also carry with them to the wars such of their chil- 
dren as are strong enough, in order that, like the children 
of all [other craftsmen, they may be specflators of those 
occupations in which, when grown up, they will them- 
selves be engaged : and they will require them, besides 467 
looking on, to acfl as servants and attendants hi' ah 'Ac 
duties of \jar, and to wait upon their fathers and mothers. 

You havevioubtless observed in the various trades, how 
the children of potters, for example, look on and fetch 
and carry for their parents, long before they put their own 
hand to the making of pots. 

Certainly, I have. 

Shall potters then shew more carefulness than our guar- 
dians in educating their children, by making them sec and 
praeflise their proper duties? 

No, that would be indeed ridiculous. 

Then, again, every creature will fight with peculiar cou- 
rage in the presence of its offspring. 

True : but there is considerable danger, Socrates, in 
case of one of those reverses which are common in war, 
that the children may be sacrificed with the parents, and 
so the' rest of the city be weakened beyond the power of 
recovery. 

That is quite true, I replied. But let me jJBk you, in 
place, whether you think we are bound to take 
measures to avoid every possible danger? 

By no means. 


12 
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Well, if danger is ever to be encountered, ought it not 
to be in a case in which success will be a means of im- 
provement? 

Manifestly it ought. 

And do you regard it as point too uniftiportant to 
justify the risk, whether those whose manhood is to be 
passed in the profession of arms, •’see something of war in 
their childhood, or not ? 

Nay, it is certainly importanV for the purpose you de- 
scribe. 

Then it must be a fixed rule to make the children 
spc(flators of war, and also to contrive some plan for 
insuring their safety; and then all will be well,. will it 
not? 

It will. 

Now, in th^ first place, will not their fathers be intel- 
ligent and sagacious judges, so hir as men can be, as to 
what campaigns are likely to prove dangerous and what 
the reverse? 

In all probability they will. 

If so, they will carry their children to the latter, while 
thi^unvpi/i^r cautious about taking them to the former. 

Rightly so. 

x\nd 1 presume they will set officers over^fhem, not 
chosen for their worthlessness, but men qualified by ex- 
perience and age to be their guides and tutors. 

It is fit they should. 

Still we must admit that many people have met with 
results contradi(fling their expc(flation. 

Yes, very frequently. 

Then, to meet such emergencies, my dear friend, we 
must provide- our children from the first with wings, to 
enable them, in case of necessity, to fly away and escape. 

What do you mean? 

We must put them on horseback at the earliest pos- 
sible age, and when® we have had them taught to ride, 
we must take thenViO see the fighting, mounted, not on 
spirited animals, or good charters, but on horses se- 
lecfled for speed and docility, r or by this plan they will 
obtain ihqi best view of their future occupation, and at 
the same time will be most secure of making good 


^ Reading 
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escapd in case of need, following in the train of leaders of 
mature years. 

I think your plan is the j'ight one. 

To confe now to the jules of ntilitary service,^ I pro- 468 
ceeded ; on what footing are your soldiers to be, both 
among themselves, anckas regards the enemy? Tell me 
whether I am right in my views or not. 

Let me know what thoy may be. 

If one of the soldiers deserts his rank or throws away 
his arms, or is gujlty of any* such a(ft of cowardice, must 
we not degrade him to the rank of an artisan, or an agri- 
cultural labourer? 

Decidedly. 

And if a soldier falls alive into the hands of the 
enemy, ought we not to make a present ol^him to any one 
that will have him, to do what he pleases with his booty? 

Yes, by all means. 

But if a soldier highly distinguishes himself and gains 
himself credit, ought he not, think you, in the first place, 
while the army is still in the field, to be crowned with a 
garland by each of the youths and childre.’-t ’n ..ti^n, 
among his comrades in arms ? 

Yes, Ij.hink so. 

And shaken by the hand ? 

Yes, and shaken by the hand. 

But I suppose you will hardly extend your approbation 
to my next proposition. 

What is that ? 

That he should kiss and be kissed by them all. 

Most certainly I do; and I would add to the law, that 
during the continuance of the campaign, *00 one whom 
he has a mind to kiss be permitted to refuse him the 
satisfa< 5 lion ; in order that, if any soldier happens to en- 
tertain an admiration for cither a male or a female com- 
rade, he maybe the more stimulated to carry off the meed 
of valour. ^ 

Good, I replied ; and we have already said that a brave 
man will be allowed to*enter into marriage-relations more 
frequently than others will, and to exercisg more than 
usual liberty of choice in such matters, so that as 
many children as possible may be obtained from a father 
of this chara<tler. 
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True, we did say so. 

Again there are other honours with which, even ac- 
cording to Homer, it is just to reward those young men 
that distinguish themselves by good conduct. Homer 
says that Ajax having won rer^own in the wa?, received 
by way of distincSlion ‘whole chines of beef®;’ it being 
considered that an honour whicK‘, besides the gloi;y of 
it, would augment his physical strength, was peculiarly 
appropriate to a brave man in *the prime of his man' 
hood. 

A very just idea. . 

Then in this point at least we will follow the sugges- 
tion of Homer. We too, at our sacrificial feasts and all 
similar entertainments, will honour our meritorious sol- 
diers, according to the degree of merit they have dis- 
played, not only with hymns and the privileges we have 
just slated, but also with ‘ goblets full to the brim, and 
meats and places of honour V intending thereby not only 
to do honour to our brave men and women, but also to 
promote their training. 

An excellent plan, he said. 

Vw : and when there are any killed in a com- 
paign, shall we not in the first place give out that those 
who fell with honour belong to the golden race.^ 

Most assuredly we shall. 

And shall we not believe in Hesiod’s docflrine, that 
w^hen any of this race die, 

469 ‘They into spirits are changed, earth-haunting, beneficent, 
holy, 

Mighty to screen us from harm, and of speech-gifted men the 
protecflors®’ ? 

Yes, certainly we shall. 

Shall we then inquire of the oracle how and with what 
distincflions wc ought to inter men of superhuman and 
godlike mould, and then proceed to inter them, in the 
manner and with the ceremonies that the oracle pre- 
scribes ? **' 

Of course we shall. 

And for the future, shall we regard their sepulchres as 
those of su|jerior beings, and pay them the due respedl 

« Iliad, vii. 321. 

^ Iliad, viii. i6c, Works and Days, 121. 
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and worship? and shall we observe these same practices, 
whenever any citizen, who has been esteemed eminent for 
his bravery during his lifetime, dies of old age or from any 
other cau^e? 

Certainly, it is but just J:o do so. 

Again, what will be ?4ie condudf of our soldiers in deal- 
ing with their enemies? 

In what respects? • 

In the first place, take the custom of making slaves. 
Does it seem jusjt for Greeks to make slaves of the free- 
men of Grecian cities? Ought they not rather to do 
what they can to prevent the pradfice, and to introduce 
the custom of sparing their own race, from a prudent fear 
oC being reduced to bondage by the barbarians? 

The latter is the better course beyond ajl comparison. 

Then it is better also not even to have Greek slaves in 
their possession, and to advise the other Greeks against 
the pracflice. 

Decidedly so : their thoughts would then be more 
turned against the barbarians, and they would be less 
likely to molest one another. 

Again : is it well to strip the slain, after a vicflory, of 
any thin^ except their arms ? Or docs not the pradlice 
offer an excuse to cowards for not facing those who are 
still fighting, so long as they can pretend that they are in 
the way of their duty, when they are stooping to rifle a 
dead body? and have not many armies before now been 
destroyed through this habit of pillaging? 

No doubt of it. 

And does it not seem a piece of ignoble avarice to plun- 
der the dead, and is it not the sign of a *vomanish and 
petty mind to regard with hostile feelings the doefy of a 
dead man, when the real enemy has flown away, leaving 
only the instrument wherewith he fought? Are those who 
thus a(5l any better, think you, than dogs which growl at 
the stones that have been thrown aythem, but let the per- 
son who threw them alone? 

No, not one bit better. 

Then must we banish the pra61;ices of s|ripping the 
\de^d, and interfering with the removal of the bodies? 

Yes, we must indeed. 

Neither, I presume, shall we carry the arms of our cne- 
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mies to the temples, to dedicate them there, especially the 
470 arms of Greeks, if we care to cultivate a good understand- 
ing with the rest of the Greeks,* on the contrary, we shall 
be fearful of desecrating a temple, if we carry^lo it such 
trophieli won from our own bretlYen ; that is to say, unless 
the god of the oracle shall pronounce a different judgment. 

You are quite right. « 

Well, I continued, and how will your soldiers behave 
towards their enemies in the matter of ravaging the lands 
and burning the houses of Greeks 1 

I should like to hear your‘own opinian on the subje< 5 l, 
he replied. 

For my part, then, I confess I disapprove of both these 
pradlices, and should only allow the annual crop to be 
carried off. Would you like me to tell you my reasons 

I should. # 

It appears to me, that as there are two names in use, 
war and sedition®, so there are two things representing 
two distinct kinds of disagreement In the one case the 
parties arc friends and relations, in the other, aliens and 
foreigners. Now when hostility exists among the former, 
it w»^^HwHsedition ; when between strangers, it is called 
war. 

There is nothing unreasonable in what you say' 

Observe whether what I am going to add is equally 
reasonable : I affirm that all the members of the Greek 
race are brethren and kinsmen to one another, but aliens 
and foreigners to the barbarian world. 

True. 

Therefore when Greeks and barbarians fight together, 
we shall describe them as natural enemies, warring against 
one another ; nnd to this kind of hostility wc shall give 
the name of war: but when Greeks are on this sort of 
footing with Greeks, we shall say that they are natural 
friends, but that in the case supposed Greece is in a mor- 
bid state of civil confli(fl ; and to this kind of hostility we 
shall give the name ^sedition. 

® The word ardens^ here translated Vsedition,’ was the familiar 
term for the party warfare, generally between an aristocratic and 
a democratic 'adfion, which raged with extreme violence in most 
Greek states. The reader is requested tq understand the ymrdF 
‘sedition’ in the sense of civil conflict, or the antagonism of 
domestic factions. 
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I quite assent to this view* 

Then bear in mind, I said, that in what is now con- 
fessedly called sedition, wherever this state of things 
arises and a city is divided^ if each party ravage the lands 
and burn tfle houses of the other, the conflieft is th(>ught a 
sinful one, and both parties are looked upon as unpa- 
triotic ; for had they be(i«i patriotic, they would never have 
had the heart to mangle their nurse and mother. But it 
is thought that the vic^toyous party cannot in fairness do 
more than carry off the crops of its adversaries, and 
ought to feel that, they will one day be reconciled again, 
and not continue at war for ever. 

Yes, he said ; this feeling betokens a far more human- 
ized condition than the other. 

Very good, and is not the city you are founding to be a 
Grecian city.^ 

It certainly should be. 

Then will not its citizens be gentle and humane? 

Certainly they will. 

And will they not be patriotic Greeks^ looking upon all 
Hellas as their own country, and sharing with their fel- 
low-countrymen in the rites of a common religion.^ 

Most certainly they will. 

Thus Jfegarding all the Greeks as their brethren, will 4/ 1 
they not look upon a quarrel with them in the light of a 
sedition, and refuse it the name of a war? 

They will. 

And therefore feel, throughout the quarrel, like persons 
who are presently to be reconciled? 

Exa(5lly so. 

They will, therefore, correal them in a friendly spirit, 
and chastise them without any thought qf enslaving or 
destroying them, — simply as schoolmasters, not as enemies. 

Just so. 

Then being Greeks, they will not devastate Greece, nor 
burn houses, nor admit that all the men, women, and 
children in a city are their foes ; ^ilways confining this 
name to those few who were the authors of the quarrel. 
And on all these accounts they will refrain from laying 
waste the land, or razing the houses, because the owners 
„.are in most cases their friends; and they vt^ill push the 
quarrel only thus far, till the innocent have done justice 
upon the guilty who plague them. 
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I read^y ^admit, he said, that chir citizens otpght to 
adopt th^se rules in their condu(fl towards their adver- 
saries ; while I would have them behave to barbarians as 
the Greeks now behave to one ’another. 

Thqi are we to add to our enac^lments a law* forbidding 
our guardians either to ravagt lands or set houses on 
fire.^ , 

Let us do so, he replied ; and let us assume that both 
this and our former regulations are right. 

j But I really think, Socrates, he continued, that if you 
be permitted to go on in this way, you will never rccolle^l 
what you put aside some time ago before you entered on 
all these questions, namely, the task of shewing that this 
constitution of things is possible, and how it might be 
realized. For in proof of the assertion that, if it were 
realized, it wou?d ensure all kinds of advantages to a city 
which was the scat of it, I can myself adduce facfls \vhich 
you have omitted, as, that such soldiers would fight to 
perfe( 5 lion against their enemies, in consequence " of the 
unwillingness to desert one another which would arise 
from their knowing one another as brothers, fathers, or 
sdTrS7ah^using these endearing names familiarly; and if 
the female sex were to serve in the army, whether in the 
same ranks with the men, or posted as a reserve behind, 
to strike terror into the enemy and render assistance at 
any point in case of need, I know that this w^ould render 
them quite invincible : moreover, I see all the advantages, 
omitted by you, which they would enjoy at home. But as 
1 fully admit the presence of all these merits and a thou- 
sand others in this constitution, if it were brought into 
existence, you need describe it no further. Rather let 
us try now to convince ourselves of this, that the thing 
is pra( 5 \icable, and how it is pradlicable, leaving all other 
questions to themselves. 

472 What a sudden onslaught, I replied, you have made 
upon my argument! you have no compassion upon my 
uneasy loitering. PeThaps you do not know that after I 
have barely surmounted the first tMvo waves, you are now 
bringing down upon me the third breaker, which is the 
most mountainous and formidable of the three ; but whe^^ 
you have seen or rather heard it, you will think my (?on- 
du(f\ quite excusable, and you will allow that I had good 
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reasons for hesitating and trembling to broach a theory 
so startling, and to undertake the investigation of it. 

The more you talk in this strain, he said, the less likely 
shall we be to let you off froAi explaining how this consti- 
tution is possible. So proceed with yjur cxplanationf and 
let us have no more delay. * 

Well, then, I continue^-., in the first place we ought not 
to forget that we have been brought to this point by an 
inquiry into the nature of justice and injustice. 

True : but what of that.^ 

Why nothing. Bpt, if we find out what justice is, shall 
we expetl the charadfer of a just man not to differ in any 
point from that of justice itself, but to be its perfedl coun- 
terpart? Or shall we be content provided he comes as 
near it as is possible, and partakes more largely of it than 
the rest of the world ? 

The latter : — we shall be content. 

Then the design of our investigations into the nature of 
justice in itself, and the charadler of the perfectly just 
man, as well as the possibility of his existence, and like- 
wise into the nature of injustice, and the character of the 
perfedlly unjust man, was to use them as patterns, so thr^^ 
by looking upon the two men, and observing how they 
stand in rej^rcncc to happiness and its opposite, we might 
be compelled to admit in our own case, that he who re- 
sembles them most closely in charadder, will also have a 
lot most closely resembling theirs : but it was not our 
intention to demonstrate the possibility of these things in 
pradlice. 

That is quite true, he said. 

Do you think any the worse of the merits of an artist, 
who has painted a beau ideal of human bcagty, and has 
left nothing lacking in the pidlure, because he cannot 
prove that such a man as he has painted might possibly 
exist ? 

No, indeed, 1 do not. 

Well, were not we likewise professi^ig to construdd in 
theory the pattern of a perfedd; state? 

Yes, certainly. ' 

Then will our theory suffer at all in your goo^ opinion, 
cannot prove that it is possible for a city to be 
organized in the manner proposed? 

Certainly not. 
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This then is the true state of the case: but.iBfor your 
gratification I am to exert myself also to shew in what 
especial way and on what conditions our ideal might best 
be realized, 1 must ask you, with a view to this demon- 
strat'ion, to grant oVer again )jour former adiAissions. 

Which do you mean? 

473 In any case, can a theoretical sketch be perfedljy real- 
ized in pradlice? or is it a law of nature that performance 
can never hit the truth so closely as theory? Never mind 
if some think otherwise ; but tell me whether you admit 
the fadl or not. 

I do admit it. 

Then do not impose upon me the duty of exhibiting all 
our theory realized with precise accuracy in fadl: but if 
we succeed in finding out how a state may be organized 
in very close ^accordance with our description, you inust 
admit that we have discovered the possibility of realizing 
the plan which you require me to consider. Shall you not 
be content if you gain thus much ? for my own part I 
shall be. 

So shall I. 

^TherL our ne.xt step apparently must be, to endeavour 
to search out and demonstrate what there is now amiss in 
the working of our states, preventing their beii^r regulated 
in the manner described, and what is the smallest change 
that would enable a state to assume this form of constitu- 
tion, confining ourselves, if possible, to a single change ; if 
not, to two ; or else, to such as are fewest in number and 
least important in their influence. 

Let us by all means endeavour so to do. 

Well, I proceeded, there is one change by which, as I 
think we might shew, the required revolution would be 
secured ; but it is certainly neither a small nor an easy 
change, though it is a possible one. 

What is it ? 

I am now on the point of confronting that very state- 
ment which we conj^pared to the huge wave. Nevertheless 
it shall be spoken, even if it is to deluge me, literally like 
an exploding wave, with laughte!* and infamy. Pay atten- 
tion to wl^at 1 am going to say. 

Say on, he replied. 

Unless it happen either that philosophers acquire the 
kingly power in states, or that those who are now called 
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kings ani potentates, be imbued with a sufficient measure 
of genuine philosophy, that is to say, unless political 
power and philosophy be imi|;ed in the same person, most 
of those minds which at present pursue one to the exclu- 
sion of the other being peremptorily debarred from either, 
there will be no deliverance, my dear Glaucon, for cities, 
nor yet, I believe, for tho human race; neither can the 
commonwealth, which we have now sketched in theory, 
ever till then grow into a possibility, and see the light of 
day. But a consciousness how entirely this would con- 
tradi< 5 l the commoni opinion made me all along so reluc- 
tant to give expression to it : for it is difficult to see that 
there is no other way by which happiness can be attained, 
by the state or by the individual. 

WJiereupon Glaucon remarked : The language and sen- 
timents, Socrates, to which you have just given utterance, 
are of such a nature, that you may expedl large numbers 
of by no means contemptible assailants to rush despe- 
rately upon you without a moment’s delay, after throwing 
off their upper garments, as it were, and grasping, in that 474 
state, the first offensive weapon that comes in their way, 
to do signal execution upon you: so that if you fail 
repel them with the weapons of argument, and make your 
escape, ya*f will certainly suffer the penalty of being well 
jeered. 

Well, I said, was it not you that brought all this upon 
me.^ 

Yes, and I did quite right. But I promise not to desert 
you ; on the contrary, I will assist you with the weapons 
at my disposal, which are, good-will and encouragement ; 
and perhaps in my answ'crs I may shew more address 
than another. Therefore, relying on this assistance, en- 
deavour to shew to the incredulous that what you say is 
true. 

I must make the attempt, I said, since you ofi'er me 
such a valuable alliance. Now, if we are to have a chance 
of escaping from the assailants you ^^peak of, I think it 
essential to give them our definition of ‘ philosophers,’ and 
shew whom we mean, when we venture to assert that 
such persons ought to govern ; in order that, ^heir cha- 
I'aiflet having been made thoroughly apparent, we may be 
able to defend ourselves by demonstrating that it is the 
natural province of these men to embrace philosophy, and 
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take the lead in a state, and the province of all' others to 
let philosophy alone, and follow the lead of the former. 

Yes, it is a fit time, he said, to give this definition. 

Come then, follow my steps, and let us if we can in 
sonte way or other *satisfa(5loply expound our notion. 

Lead on. 

Will it be necessary to remint, you, or do you remember 
without it, that when we state that a man loves some ob- 
je(ft, we are bound to shew, the statement be corrcd, 
that he does not love one part of that objec^l; to the ex- 
clusion of another, but that he takes .delight in the whole.^ 

I require to be reminded, it seems : for I do not quite 
understand you. 

Such a confession, Glaucon, would have been more ap- 
propriate in another person. A man of your amorous 
nature ought^ not to forget that a boy-loving, susceptible 
person is in some way or other attradled and excited by 
the charms of all who are in their bloom, and thinks they 
all deserve his attentions and addresses. Is not this the 
manner in which you behave to your favourites ? You 
will praise a boy with a turned-up nose as having a win- 
nnig look ; the hooked nose of another you consider king- 
nke ; while a third, whose nose is between the two 
extremes, has a beautifully-proportioned fac^i* the dark, 
you say, have a manly look, the fair are children of the 
gods: and who do you suppose coined the phrase ‘olive- 
pale’ but a lover who could palliate and easily put up with 
paleness, when he found it on the check of youth ? In one 
word, you invent all kinds of excuses, and employ every 
475 variety of expression, sooner than rejeft any that are In 
the flower and prime of life. 

If you with, replied Glaucon, to found on my case an 
assertion that the amatively disposed thus a(fl, I will allow 
you to do so for the argument’s sake. 

To take another illustration ; do you not observe that 
those who are fond of wine behave in a precisely similar 
manner, finding so^fie excuse or other to admire every sort 
of wine ? 

Yes, certainly. 

And ycju doubtless have seen how persons who love 
honour will command a company, if they cannot le^d art 
army, and in default of being honoured by great and im- 
portant personages, are glad to receive the respedl of the 
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little and* the insignificant ; so covetous arc they of honour 
in any shape. 

Precisely so. ^ 

Then answer me yes or no to this : when we describe a 
man as having a longing for something, are we to a*sert 
that he longs after the whole class that the term includes, 
or only. after one part, to ihe exclusion of another? 

He longs after the whole. 

Then shall we not maintain that the philosopher, or the 
lover of wisdom, is one who longs for wisdom, not parti- 
ally, but wholly ? 

True. 

So that if a person makes difficulties about his studies, 
especially while he is young and unable to discriminate 
between what is profitable and what is not, we shall pro- 
nounce him to be no lover of learning or of wisdom; just 
as when a man is nice about his eating, we deny that he 
is hungry or desirous of food, and instead of describing 
him as fond of eating, we call him a bad feeder. 

Yes, and we shall be. right in doing so. 

On the other hand, when a man is ready and willing to 
taste every kind of knowledge, and addresses himself jov- 
fully to his studies with an appetite which never can be* 
satiated, shall justly call such a person a philosopher, 
shall we not ? 

'fo which Glaucon replied, You will find your descrip- 
tion includes a great number and a strange company. 
All the lovers of sights, 1 conclude, are philosophers, be- 
cause they take pleasure in acquiring knowledge ; and 
tfifbse who delight in hearing are a very singular set to 
reckon among philosophers, — those, 1 mean, who will 
never, if they can help it, be present at a philosophical 
discussion, or any similar entertainment, but arc unfailing 
attendants at every Dionysian festival, whether held in 
town or country, and run about as if they fiad let out their 
ears on hire to listen to all the choruses of the season. 
Are we then to give the title of philosophers to all these 
people, as well as to others who have a taste for any 
similar studies, and to the professors of small arts ? 

Certainly not, I replied ; we must call them epunterfeit 
philo^phers. 

And whom, he asked, do you call genuine philosophers? 
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Those who love to see truth, I answered. 

In that, he said, you cannot be wrong : but will you 
explain what you mean ? 

That would be not at all easy, with a different ques- 
tion^^r : but you, I Kuagine, will make me thft admission I 
require. 

What is it ? 

476 That since beauty is the opposite of deformity, they are 
two things. 

Of course they are. 

Then since they are two, each of them taken separately 
is one thing. 

That also is true. 

The same thing may be said likewise of justice and 
injustice, good and evil, and all general conceptions. Each 
of them in itself is one thing, but by the intermixture' with 
adlions and 'oodies and with one another, through which 
they are everywhere made visible, each appears to be 
many things. 

You arc right. 

By the help of this principle, then, I draw a distindlion 
between those whom vou described just now as lovers of 
•^ghts, lovers of arts, and pradlical persons, on the one 
hand, and on the other, those about whom«we are now 
inquiring, to whom alone we can rightly give the name of 
philosophers. 

Explain what you mean. 

Why, I suppose that those who love seeing and hearing 
admire beautiful sounds, and colours, and forms, and all 
artistic products into which these enter ; but the naturelof 
beauty in itself their understanding is unable to behold and 
embrace. 

Yes, it certainly is as you say. 

But those who are capable of reaching to the independ- 
ent contemplation of abstracfl beauty will be rare excep- 
tions, will they not ? 

They will indeecj. 

Therefore if a man recognizes the existence of beautiful 
things, but disbelieves in abstladl beauty, and has not 
the power to follow should another lead the way to the 
knowledge of it, is his life, think you, a dreaming or a 
waking one? Just consider. Is it not dreaming^ when 
a person, whether asleep or awake, mistakes the hko- 
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ness of Anything for the real thing of which it is a like- 
ness ? 

I confess I should say that a person in that predicament 
was dreaming. ' 

Take agaih the opposite case, of on*2 who acknowledges 
an abstracfl beauty, and has the power to discern both this 
essence and the objedls i’^to which it enters, and who never 
mistakes such objects for the essence, nor the essence for 
the objecTs ; docs such a person, think you, live a dream- 
ing or a waking life? 

A waking life, undoubtedly. 

If so, shall we not be right in calling the mental process 
of the latter knowledge, because he really knows ; and 
that of the former, opinion, because he merely opines ? 

Yes, perfectly right. 

Well then, should this person, whom we describe as 
opining, but not knowing, grow wroth with us, and con- 
tend that what we say is not true, shall we be able to 
appease his indignation and gently convince him, disguis- 
ing from him the fa(fl that he is in an unsound state? 

That were certainly desirable. 

Come then, consider what we are to say to him. Would 
you like us to make certain inquiries of him, premisin'^ 
that if he I'eally does know anything, we shall not in the 
least grudge him his knowledge.^ — on the contrary, we 
shall be truly glad to find that it is so. But answer us 
this ciucstion, we shall say: When a man knows, does he 
know something or nothing? Be so good, Glaucon, as to 
make answer in his behalf. 

* My answer will be, that he knows something. 

Something that exists, or does not exist ? 

Something that exists : for how could a thing that does 477 
not exist be known ? 

Are we then quite sure of this fac^h, in whatever variety 
of ways we might examine it, that what completely exists 
may be completely known, whereas that which has no 
existence at all must be wholly unknown? 

We are perfedlly sure of it. 

Good : now, if there be anything so constituted, as at 
the same time to be and not to be, must it not lie some- 
where between the purely existent and the absolutely non- 
exisJent ? 

It musU 
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Well then, as knowledge is correlative to the 'existent, 
and the negation of knowledge necessarily to the non- 
existent, must we not try to find something intermediate 
between science and ignorance, if there is anything of the 
kind^' to correspond* to this t^at is intermediate between 
the existent and the non-existent ? 

Yes, by all means. 

Do we speak of opinion as a something ? 

Undoubtedly we do. , 

Do we consider it a faculty distincfl from science or 
identical with it ? 

Distinfl from it. 

Therefore opinion is appointed to one province and 
science to another, each acting according to its own pecu- 
liar power. 

Just so. 

Is it not the nature of science, as correlative to the ex- 
istent, to know how the existent exists.^ But first there is 
a distindlion which I think it necessary to establish. 

What is that ? 

We shall hold that faculties, as a certain general class, 
^ye the tilings whereby we, and every other thing, arc able 
to do whatever we can do:- for example, I call sight and 
hearing faculties, if you happen to understand^he special 
conception which I wish to describe. 

I do understand it. 

Then let me tell you what view 1 take of them. In a 
faculty I do not see either colour, or form, or any of those 
qualities that I observe in many other things, by regarding 
which 1 can in many cases distinguish to myself between 
one thing and another. No, in a faculty I look only to its 
province and^its function, and thus 1 am led to call it in 
each case by this name, pronouncing those faculties to be 
identical whose provinces and fundlions are identical, and 
those diverse whose provinces and fundlions are diverse. 
But pray, how do you proceed 1 

Just in the same 

Now then, return with me, my excellent friend. Under 
what general term do you class science ? Do you make 
it a faculty? 

Yes I do ; it is of all the faculties the most powerfql. 

Well, is opinion a faculty; or are we to refer it to some 
othei;. denomination ? 
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Not 1K) any other : for that whereby wc arc able to opine, 
can only be opinion. 

Well, but a little while ago you admitted that science 
and opinion are not identichl. 

Why how could a sensible man idc^itify the fallible with 
the infallible.^ 

Very good; so we ar^ clearly agreed that opinion is a i 
thing'distindl from science? 

It is. 

If so, each of them hrfs by its nature a different pro- 
vince, and a different efficacy. 

The inference is inevitable. 

Science, I believe, has for its province to know the 
nature of the existent. 

Yes. 

And the province of opinion is, we say, to opine. 

Yes. • 

Does opinion take cognizance of precisely that material 
which science knows? In other words, is the objec^l;- 
matter of opinion identical with that of science? or is that 
impossible? 

It is impossible, after the admissions we have made; 
that is, if it be granted that different faculties have dh^ 
ferent prcwinces, and that both opinion and science are 
faculties,*and that the two are distiinfl, — cill which we 
affirm. These premises make it impossible to identify 
the objecfl-matter of science and that of opinion. 

Then, if the existent is the objecT-matter of knowledge, 
that of opinion must be something other than the existent ? 

It must. 

Well then, does opinion exercise itself upon the non- 
existent, or is it impossible to apprehend even in opinion 
that which does not exist ? Consider — ?loes not the 
person opining carry his thought towards something ? 
Or is it possible to have an opinion, but an opinion 
about nothing? 

It is impossible. 

Then the person who opines has a# opinion about some 
one thing ? 

Yes. 

Well, but the non-existent could not be called some one 
thing ; it might, on the contrary, with the greatest truth 
be styled nothing. 

cf 
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Just so. 

But to the non-existent we were constrained to assign 
ignorance, and to the existent, knowledge. 

And rightly. 

Then neither the existent nor the non-existent is the 
objeeft of opinion.^ 

No. 

Therefore opinion cannot be criiier ignorance or know- 
ledge. 

Apparently not. 

Then does it lie beyond either of these, so as to surpass 
either knowledge in certainty or ignorance in uncer- 
tainty ? 

It docs neither. 

Then tell me, do you look upon opinion as something 
more dusky than knowledge, more luminous than igno- 
rance ? 

Yes, it is strongly so distinguished from cither. 

And docs it lie within these extrenu^s ? 

Yes. 

Then opinion must be something between the two. 

Precisely so. 

-i»J^ow a little while back, did we not say, that if any- 
thing could be found so constituted as at the ^same time 
to be and not to be, it must lie between the p'arcly ex- 
istent and the absolutely not existent, and must be the 
objecl neither of science nor yet of ignorance, but of a 
third faculty, which should be similarly discovered in the 
interval between science and ignorance ? 

We did. 

But now we have discovered between these two a 
faculty which we call opinion. ' 

We have. 

It will remain then for us, apparently, to find what that 
is which partakes both of being and of not being, and 
which cannot be^ rightly said to be either of these abso- 
lutely; in order that, should it discoYfer itself to us, we 
may justly proclaim to be the objcdl of opinion ; thus 
assigning extremes to extremes, and means to means. 
Am 1 .not right ? 

You arc. . 

These positions then being laid down, I shall proceed 
479 to interrogate that worthy man who denies the existence 
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of anyAing absolutely beautiful, or any form of abstracfl 
beauty, which for ever continues the sam& and unchange- 
able, though he acknowledges a variety of beautiful ob- 
jects,: — that lover of sights, who cannot endure to be told 
that beaut/ is one, and iustice on#, and so on of the 
rest: — My good sir, I shall say, of all these beautiful 
thingsi, is there one witich may not appear ugly? Of 
all these just things, is there one which may not appear 
unjust ? Or of these hejy things, one which may not 
appear unholy ? 

No, answered C^aucon : they must inevitably appear 
in a certain sense both fair and foul, both just and unjust, 
both holy and unholy. 

Again, may not the many double things be considered 
halves just as well as doubles? 

Just as well. 

In the same way, have the things which we describe as 
great, small, light, heavy, any better claim to these titles, 
than to their opposites ? 

No, they will always be equally entitled to either. 

Would it be more correo;, then, to predicate of those 
many objedls, that each of them is, or is not, that whicl^ 
it is said to be ? 

You r« 5 ind me of the conundrums with a contradic- 
tion in them, that are proposed at table, and of the 
children’s riddle about the eunuch who threw at the 
bat, hinting darkly with what he hit it, and on what it 
sat : for the things in question have the same ambiguous 
charadler, and one cannot positively conceive of them as 
either being or not being, as both being and not being, 
or as neither. 

Can you tell then, said I, what to do if/ith them, or 
where they may be better put than in the interspace be- 
tween being and not being? For I presume they will not 
appear either darker than the non-existent, and so more 
non-existent, or more luminous than the existent, and 
therefore more existent. 

* 

The riddle is thus given by the Scholiast : * A tale i% told, 
that a man and not a man, seeing and not seeing a Ij^rd and not 
a bird, seated on wood and not on wood, hit it and did not hit 
it with a stone and not a stone.’ It is partly explained in the 
text, and we leave the further solution of it to the reader. 

13—2 
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You are perfedlly right. 

Hence wc hav6 discovered, apparently, that the mass 
of notions, current among the mass of men, about beauty, 
justice, and the rest, roam abbut between the confines of 
pure existence and pvrc non-existence. 

We have. ^ 

And we before admitted, that if anything of this,, kind 
should be brought to light, it ought to be described as the 
objcdl of opinion, and not of ki^owlcdge, — these interme- 
diate rovers being caught by the intermediate hiculty. 

We did make this admission. 

Therefore, when people have an eye for a multitude of 
beautiful objects, but can neither see beauty in itself, nor 
follow those who would lead them to it,-- -when they be- 
hold ?. number of just things, but not justice in itself, and 
so in every instance, we shall say they have in every case 
an opinion, bilt no real knowledge of the things about 
which they opine. 

It is a necessary inference. 

But what, on the other hand, must we say of those who 
contemplate things as they are in themselves, and as they 
exist ever permanent and immutable? Shall we not speak 
^them as knowing, not opining? 

That also is a necessary inference. 

480 Then shall we not assert that such persons admire and 
love the objedls of knowledge, — the others, the objedis of 
opinion? For wc have not forgotten, have wc, that we 
spoke of these latter as loving and looking upon beautiful 
sounds and colours and the like, while they will not hear 
of the existence of an abstradl beauty? 

We have not forgotten it. 

Shall we copimit any fault then, if wc call these people 
philodoxical rather than philosophical, that is to say, 
lovers of opinion rather than lovers of wisdom? And 
will they be very^much offended with us for telling them 
so? 

No, not if they wi^l take my advice : for it is wrong to 
be offended with the truth. 

Those therefore that set their hffedlions on that which 
in eadh case really exists, we must call not philodoxical, 
but philosophical ? 

Yes, by all means. 
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Thus, Glaucon, I said, ‘after pursuing a lengthened in- 4 
quiry we have, not without difficulty, discovered who are 
true philosophers itnd who are not. 

Yes, he replied; probably it was not easy to abridge the 
inquiry. 

Apparently not, I said. However that may be, I think, 
for my part, that the result would have been brought out 
still more clearly, if we had to speak of thft only, without 
discussing the many points that still await our notice, if 
we wish to ascertain wherein the superiority of a righte- 
ous over an unrighteous life consists. 

Then what are we to do next? 

We have only to take the step next in order. Since 
those who are able to apprehend the eternal and imnui-** 
table, arc^ihilosophers, while those who are incapable of 
this ancTvvho wander in the region of change and multi- 
formity, are not philosophers, which of the two, tell me, 
ought to be governors of a state? 

What must I reply, if I am to do justice to the ques- 
tion? 

Ask yourself which of the two arc to be thought capa- 
ble of guarding the laws and customs of states, and let 
these be appointed guardians. 

You are right. 

Can there be any question as to whether a blind man, 
or one with quick sight, is the right person to guard and 
keep any thing? 

There can be no question about it. 

Then do you think that there is a^particlc of difference 
between the condition «f blind persons, and the state of 
those who are absolutely destitute of the knowle^lgc of 
things as they really are, and who possess their soul 
no ^stindl exemplar, and cannot, like painters, fix their 
eyes on pcrfe6l truth as a perpetual standard of reference, 
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to be contemplated with the minutest care, before they 
proceed to deal with earthly canons about things beau- 
tiful and just and good, laying therh down where they are 
required, and where they alveady exist watching over 
their preservation? ^ 

No, indeed, there is not muofi difference. 

Shall we then appoint such persons to the office of 
guardians, in preference to those who not only' have 
gained a knowledge of each thing in its reality, but in 
pra6lical skill are not inferior To the former, and come 
behind them in no other department of excellence? 

Why, if these latter are not wanting *in the other quali- 
fications, it would be perfedBy absurd to choose any 
others. For just the point in which they are superior 
may be said to be the most important of all. 

Then shall we proceed to explain how the same persons 
will be enablco'; to possess both qualifications? 

By all means. 

If so, we must begin by gaining a thorough insight 
into their proper chara(^\er, as wc said at the outset of 
this discussion. And 1 think, if we agree tolerably on 
that point, we shall also agree that the two qualifications 
--Ray be united in the same persons, and that such cha- 
racters, and no others, are the proper goi^ernors of 
states. *' 

How so? 

With regard to the philosophic nature, let us take for 
granted that its possessors arc ever enamoured of all 
learning, that will reveal to them somewhat of that real 
and permanent existence, which is exempt from the vicis- 
situdes of generation and decay. 

Let it be granted. 

Again, I sAid, let us also assume that they are ena- 
moured of the whole of that real existence, and willingly 
resign no part of it, be it small or great, honoured or 
slighted; as we ;¥hcwed on a previous occasion, in speak- 
ing of the ambitious and the amorous. 

You are right. 

Now then proceed to consider, whether we ought not to 
find tU'third feature in the character of those who arc to 
realize our description. 

^ What feature do you mean? 

1 mean truthfulness, that is, a determination never to 
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c'ldmit falsehood in any shape, if it can be helped, but to 
abhor it, and love the truth. 

Yes, it is probable we shall find it. 

Nay, my friend, it is not only probable, but absolutely 
inevitable, #that one who is by natiye prone to ar;y pas- 
sion, should be well pleasJd with everything that is bound 
by the closest ties to tjjp beloved objcdl. 

True, he said. 

And can you find any thing allied to wisdom more 
closely than truth? * 

Certainly not. 

And is it possibfe for the same nature to love wisdom, 
and at the same time love falsehood ? 

Unquestionably it is not. 

Consequently, the genuine lover of knowledge must, 
frdm his youth up, strive intensely after all truth. 

Yes, he must thoroughly. 

Well, but wc cannot doubt that when a persoji’s desires 
set strongly in one direction, they run with corresponding 
feebleness in every other channel, like a stream whose 
waters have been diverted into another bed. 

Undoubtedly they do. 

So that when the current has set towards science, a.^t- 
all its branches, a man’s desires will, 1 fancy, hover 
around^plcasures that arc purely mental, abandoning 
those in which the body is instrumental,- -provided that 
the man’s love of wisdom is real, not artificial. 

It cannot be otherwise. 

Again, such a person will be temperate and thoroughly 
uncovetous : for he is the last person in the world to value 
those objedls, which make men anxious for money at any 
cost. 

True. 

Once more, there is another point which you ought 
to take into consideration, when you are endeavouring 
to distinguish a philosophic from an imphilosophic cha- 
radler. 

What is that? 

You must take care mot to overlook any taint of mean- 
ness. For surely littlc-mindedness thwarts abovo every- 
thing the soul that is destined ever to aspire to grasp 
truth, both divine and human, in its integrity and uni- 
versality. 
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That is most true. 

And do you think that a spirit full of lofty thoughts, 
and privileged to contemplate all time, and all exist- 
ence, can possibly attach any great importance to this life? 

No^ it is impossibjp. 

Then such a person will nottregard death as a formid- 
able thing, will he? 

Certainly not. 

So that a mean and cowardly charadler can have no 
part, as it seems, in true philosc^hy. 

I think it cannot. 

What then? Can the man wlio.'.c 'mind is well-regu- 
lated, and free from covetousness, meanness, pretentious- 
ness, and cowardice, be by any possibility hard to deal 
with or unjust ? 

No; it is impossible. 

Therefore, when you are noticing the indications of a 
philosophical or unphilosophical temper, you must also 
observe in early youth whether the mind is just and gen- 
tle, or unsociable and fierce. 

Quite so. 

There is still another point, which I think you must 
tssrtainly not omit. 

What is that? 

Whether the mind in question is quick or*' slow at 
learning. For you can never expeCt a person to take a 
decent delight in an occupation which he goes through with 
pain, and in w'hich he makes small progress with great 
exertion ? 

No, it would be impossible. 

Again, if he can remember nothing of what he has 
learned, can he fail, being thus full of forgetfulness, to be 
void of knowlc'dgc? 

No, he cannot. 

Then, will not his fruitless toil, think you, compel him 
at last to hate bc-th himself and such employment? 

Doubtless it will. 

Let us never, theiif; admit a forgetful mind into the 
ranks of those that are counted worthy of philosophy ; but 
let us look out for a good memory as a requisite for such 
admission, o 
*Yes, by all means. 

Again, we should certainly say that the tendency of 



201 


Book VI.] THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. 

an unrefined and awkward nature is wholly towards dis- 
proportion. 

Certainly. 

And do you think that truth is akin to disproportion, 
or to proportion ? 

To proportion. 

In addition, then, our other acquirements, let us 
search for a mind naturally well-proportioned and graceful, 
whose native instin6fs will permit it to be easily led to 
apprehend the Forms of things as they really arc. 

By all means. 

What then.^ Do* you think that the qualities which we 
have enumerated are in any way unnecessary or incon- 
sistent with one another, provided the soul is to attain 
unto full and satisfadlory possession of real existence? 

On the contrary, they arc most stri(?.lly necessary. 

Then can you find any fault with aA employment 
which requires of a man who would pursue it satisfactorily, 
that nature shall have given him a retentive memory, and 
made him quick at learning, lofty-minded and graceful, 
the friend and brother of truth, justice, fortitude, and tem- 
perance ? 

No, he replied; the very (Genius of criticism could finu' 
no fault wi^i such an employment. 

Well, ?Kn you hesitate to entrust such chara(il.crs with 
the sole management of state affairs, wlien time and edu- 
cation have made them ripe for the task? 

Here Adeimantus interposed and said; It is true, 
Socrates, that no one can dispute these conclusions ; but 
still, every time that such theories are ])ropounded by you, 
the hearers feel certain misgivings of the fallowing kind. 
They fancy that, from want of praClice in your method of 
question and answer, they arc at each question led a little 
astray by the reasoning, until, at the close of the discus- 
sion, these little divergences are found ^o amount to a 
serious false step, which makes them contradiCt their 
original notions. And, as unskilful draught-players arc 
in the end hemmed Int(5 a corner by the skilful, till they 
cannot make a move, just in the same way your hearers 
conceive themselves to be at last hemmed in aftd reduced 
to sifience by this novel kind of draughts, played with 
words instead of counters. For they are not at all the 
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more convinced that the conclusion to which Aey are 
brought is the true one. And, in saying this, I have the 
present occasion before my eye. For at this moment a 
person will tell you, that though at each question he 
cann»t oppose you #vith words, yet in prad^ice he sees 
that all the students of phil^.sophy, who have devoted 
themselves to it for any length of time, instead of taking 
it up for educational purposes and relinquishing it' while 
still young, in most cases become exceedingly eccentric, 
not to say quite depraved, white even those who appear 
the most respedlable are notwithstanding so far the worse 
for the pursuit which you commend, that they become 
useless to their country. 

When lie hai said this, I replied ; — Then do you think 
this objedlion untrue? 

I am not sure, he answered ; but I should be glad to 
hear what yoif think of it. 

Let me tell you, that I hold it to be a true objc(flion. 

How then can it be right to assert that the miseries of 
our cities will find no relief, until those philosophers who, 
on our own admission, arc useless to them, become their 
jrulers? 

You are asking a question, I replied, which I must 
answer by the help of an illustration. 

And you, I suppose, have not been in the*^ habit of 
employing illustrations. 

Ah ! you rally me, do you, now that you have got me 
upon a subjedl in which demonstration is so difficult? 

488 However, listen to the illustration, that you may see still 
better how stingy I am with the work. So cruel is the 
position in which those respectable men are placed, in 
reference to ,thcir states, that there is no single thing 
whose position is analogous to theirs. Consequently I 
have to collecfl materials from several quarters for the 
imaginary case which I am to use in their defence, like 
painters when t*hcy paint goat-stags and similar monsters. 

Figure to yourself a fleet, or a single ship, in which 
the state of affairs board is as follows. The captain, 
you arc to suppose, is taller and •stronger than any of the 
crewf but rather deaf, and rather short-sighted, and qor- 
respondin^y deficient in nautical skill; and the sailors 
are quarrelling together about the pilotage, — each ofthem 
thinking he has a right to steer the vessel, although up to 
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that mhmcnt he has never studied the art, and cannot 
name his instrudlor, or the time when he served his 
apprenticeship ; more than this, they assert that it is a 
thing which positively cannot be taught, and arc even 
ready to tear in pieces the person wh^ affirms that it can : 
meanwhile they crowd inctisantly round the person of the 
captain, begging and Ijpseeching him with every impor- 
tunity*' to entrust the helm to them ; and occasionally, 
failing to persuade him, while others succeed better, these 
disappointed candidates *kill their successful rivals, or 
fling them overboard, and, after binding the high-spirited 
captain hand and- foot with mandragora or strong drink, 
or disabling him by some other contrivance, they remain 
masters of the ship, and apply its contents to their own 
purposes, and pass their time at sea in drinking and 
feasting, as you might cxpedl with such a crew ; and 
besides all this, they compliment with thd title of ‘able 
seaman,’ ‘ excellent pilot,’ ‘ skilful navigator,’ any sailor 
that can second them cleverly in cither persuading or 
forcing the captain into installing them in command of 
the ship, while they condemn as useless cvpry one whose 
talents arc of a different order, — having no notion that the 
true pilot must devote his attention to the year and its' 
seasons, t(i»the sky, and the stars, and the winds, and all 
that coiicerns his art, if he intends to be really fit to 
command a ship ; and thinking it impossible to acquire 
and practise, along with the pilot's art, the art of main-' 
taining the pilot’s authority whether some of the crew like 
it or not. Such being the state of things on board, do 
you not think that the pilot who is really master of his 
craft is sure to be called a useless, star-gazing babbler by 
the mariners who form the crews of ships so circum- 489 
stanced ? 

Yes, that he will, replied Adeimantus. 

Well, said I, I suppose you do not require to see my 
illustration passed in review, to reniind'^you that it is a 
true piefture of our cities in so far as their disposition 
towards philosophers is concerned^ on the contrary, 1 
think you understand' m^ meaning. 

Yes, quite. 

That being the case, when a person expresses his 
astorflshment that philosophers are not respe6led in our 
cities, begin by telling him our illustration, and endeavour 
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to persuade him that it would be far more astonishing if 
they were respedled. 

Well, I will. 

And go on to tell him that^ he is right in saying that 
the most resped^abltt* of the proficients in philosophy are 
of no use to the world; only |/ecommend him to lay the 
fault of it not on these good peopje themselves, but upon 
those who decline their services. For it is not in the 
nature of things that a pilot should petition the sailors to 
submit to his authority, or that the wise should wait at 
the rich man’s door. No, the author of that witticism was 
wrong: for the real truth is, that, just as a sick man, be 
he rich or poor, must attend at the physician’s door, so 
all who require to be governed must attend at the gate of 
him who is able to govern, — it being against nature that 
the ruler, supposing him to be really good for anything, 
should have t6 entreat his subjects to submit to his rule. 
In fadt, you will not be wrong, if you compare the 
statesmen of our time to the sailors whom we were just 
now describing, and the useless visionary talkers, as they 
arc called by our politicians, to the veritable pilots. 

You are perfe6lly right. 

Under these circumstances, and amongst men like 
these, it is not easy for that noblest of occupations to be 
in good repute with those to whose pursuits it Ts diredlly 
opposed. But far the most grievous and most obstinate 
misconstriuflion, under which Philosophy labours, is due 
to her professed followers ; who are doubtless the persons 
meant by the accuser of Philosophy, when he declares, as 
you tell us, that most of those who approach her are 
utterly depraved, while even her best pupils are useless: — 
to the truth qf which remark I assented, did I not? 

Yes, you did. 

We have explained the reason why the good arc 
useless, have we not? 

Certainly we'Tiave. 

Would you have us proceed next to discuss the ques- 
tion, why the majoTity are inevitably depraved, and to 
endeavour to shew, if wc can, thJit of this also philosophy 
is guiltless? 

Yes, by*all means. 


Reading Td,\7tOrj \iyu. 
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Let iVs then speak and listen alternately, recurring to 
the point where we were describing what ought to be the 
natural charadler of one who is to turn out a perfc6lly 
accomplished and virtuous man. The first and leading 490 
feature in such a person’s chara6ler.*was, if you rec^HecT, 
truth, which he was boijid to pursue with the most 
absolute devotion, at^he risk, should he be found an 
imposlor, of being denied all share in true philosophy. 

Yes, we said so. 

Well, does not this poidt, for one, run strongly counter 
to the received opinion upon the subjc( 5 l? 

Certainly it does. ' 

Then shall we not be making a reasonably good 
defence, if we say that the natural tendency of the real 
lover of knowledge is to strain every nerve to reach real 
exi<?tence; and that far from resting at those multitudinous 
particular phenomena whose existence fads within the 
region of opinion, he presses on, undi soon raged, and 
desists not from his passion, till he has apprehended the 
nature of each thing as it really is, with that part of his 
soul whose property it is to lay hold of such objedl:s, in 
virtue of its affinity to them; — and that having, by means 
of this, verily approached and held intercourse with thai 
which verii^ exists, he begets^ wisdom and truth, so that 

yevp'^o'as poOp Kal dXyOeiap. We liave here translated PouPy 
‘‘wisdom.” For povs is, according to Plato, sometimes the organ 
within us by which we apprehend the highest objecTts of know- 
ledge, and sometimes, as here, the knowledge thus obtained. 

In the same way Coleridge, in ‘The Friend,’ after defining 
reason as an organ bearing the same relation to spiritual objecfls, 
the universal, tlie eternal, and the necessary, as the eye bears to 
material and contingent phenomena, goes on to si^y, ‘that it is an 
organ identical with its appro])riate obje(5ls. d'hus God, the 
soul, eternal truth, &c., are the objecfls of rea.son ; but they are 
themselves reason. We name God the supreme reason; and 
Milton says, 

“Whence the soul 

Reason receives, and reason her being.’” 

Elsewhere we have generally translated povs ‘reason/ or ‘pure 
reason ; ’ and, as Plato contrasts povs and didpoia, we have ven- 
tured to translate the latter by the word ‘understanefing,’ as the 
best ^uivalcnt in the nomenclature of modern philosophy since 
the time of Kant. 
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then, and not till then, he knows, enjoys true Iffe, and 
receives true nourishment, and is at length released from 
his travail-pangs? 

The defence will be the best possible, he replied. 

Woll, will such a*' person be tinged with Siny love of 
falsehood? Will he not, on tlfc contrary, be imbued with 
a positive hatred of it? 

He will. 

Now, if truth leads the way,^we can never admit that 
a train of evils follows her steps. 

Certainly not. 

On the contrary, we shall assert that she is attended 
by a sound and just disposition, followed in its turn by 
sobriety. 

True. 

And surely we need not repeat our demonstrations, and 
marshal over^again the remaining retinue of the philo- 
sophic chara(?ler. For we found, as you doubtless re- 
member, that the natural accompaniments of the preceding 
are manliness, loftiness of spirit, a quick apprehension, 
and a good memory. Upon this you objected, that, 
though every one will be compelled to assent to our 
conclusions, still when one comes to drop the argument 
and turn his eyes simply to the persons wlfq, arc the 
subjects of it, he will assert his convidlion that a few arc 
merely useless, the majority totally depraved. We there- 
fore inquired into the grounds of this prejudice, and have 
now arrived at the question, why are the majority depraved? 
And this was the reason why wc took up again tfie cha- 
ra6lcr of the real philosophers and found ourselves com- 
pelled to define it. 

True. • 

We must, therefore, study the pernicious influences 
which destroy this charadler in many persons, and from 
which only a ff^^ escape, who, you tell me, arc styled 
useless, though not depraved. And then we must take 
into consideration the natures which imitate the truly 
491 philosophical, and s^tle down into the same pursuits, 
shewing what they are mentally, and how they enter upon 
a profession which is too good and too high for them, and 
commit such a variety of blunders, that they have qyery- 
^here and with all the world attached to philosophy the 
reputation you describe. 
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But T/hat, he asked, are the pernicious influences to 
which you refer? 

I will try to describe them to you, if I can. Every one 
will agree with us in this, I think, that such a charadler, 
possessing those qualities which assigned to ^.t but 
now as essential to a full Rapacity for philosophy, is of 
rare and uncommon g^wth amongst men. Or do you 
think dtherwisc? 

No, indeed I do not. 

Then consider how many fatal dangers beset these rare 
characters. 

Pray what arc they? 

The thing which sounds most marvellous is this, 
that every one of the qualities commended by us has 
a tendency to vitiate and di strati from philosophy 
the* soul which possesses it, I allude to manliness, 
temperance, and all the charadleristics which we have 
discussed. 

It does sound strange. 

And then, in addition to this, all the reputed advantages 
of beauty, wealth, strength of body, powerful connexions 
in a state, and all their accompaniments, exercise a cor- 
rupting and a distra(fling influence. Now 1 have given 
you an outUjie of my meaning. 

You hSvc ; and 1 shall be glad to learn it more in 
detail. 

Only grasp it as a whole aright, and it will present 
itself to you in a clear light, and my previous remarks will 
not appear so strange. 

What do you tell me to do ? 

In the case of all seeds, and of everything that grows, 
whether vegetable or animal, we know that whatever fails 
to find its appropriate nourishment, season, and soil, will 
lack its proper virtues the more, in proportion as it is 
more vigorous. For evil is, I presume, more opposed to 
what is good than to what is not good. ** 

Certainly. 

Hence I think wc may rcasonabify conclude that the 
finest natures get more harm, than those of an inferior 
sort, when exposed to an ungenial nutriment. 

Yes, we may. 

Th^ may we not assert, Adeimantus, that minds, natu^ 
rally of the highest order, do in like manner, if they 
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happen to be ill-trained, become peculiarly wickdtl? Or 
do you think that great crimes and unalloyed depravity 
spring, not, as I suppose, from a splendid charadler 
ruined by improper treatment, but from a worthless one ; 
and that a feeble naUire will e^cr produce anjihing great, 
whether good or evil? 

N 0, 1 think with you. 

492 Well then, the nature which we appropriated to the 
philosoplier, must, I think, provided it meets with proper 
instruction, grow and attain to all excellence ; but if it be 
sown, planted, and nourished on an^ungcnial soil, it is 
sure to run into the very opposite vices, unless some deity 
should providentially interpose. Or do you hold, with the 
multitude, that there are certain individuals corrupted by 
sophists in their youth, and certain individual sophists 
who corrupt in a private capacity to any considerable 
extent? Do you not rather think that those who hold 
this language are themselves the greatest of sophists, 
training most elaborately, and finishing to their own 
liking, both young and old, men and women? 

Pray when ? 

Whenever they crowd to the popular assembly, the 
law-courts, the theatres, the camp, or any other public 
gathering of large bodies, and there sit in ai^dense and 
uproarious mass to censure some of the things said or 
done, and applaud others, always in excess; shouting and 
clapping, till, in addition to their own noise, the rocks and 
the place wherein they are echo back redoubled the 
uproar of their censure and applause. At such a moment, 
how is a young man, think you, to ' retain his self- 
possession? Can any private education that he has re- 
ceived hold put against such a torrent of censure and 
applause, and avoid being swept away down the stream, 
wherever it may lead, until he is brought to adopt the 
language of these men as to what is honourable and 
dishonourable, *and to imitate all their pradlices, and to 
become their very counterpart? 

It is the sure cons^iiiuence, Socrates. 

However, I proceeded, we haVe not yet mentioned the 
surest influence at work. 

What is* that? he asked. 

It is one which these schoolmasters and sophists Ibring 
into adlual pra(flice, if their words fail of success. For 



Book VI. 1 THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. 209 

you ca»not ignorant that they chastise the disobedient 
with disfrancKiscment, and fines, and death. 

They do, most decidedly. 

Then what other sophist, think you, or what private 
iiistrutlion^, of an opposite tenor, prevail over* these 
influences? 

None can, I imaging 

No* they cannot, I said; nay, the very attempt would 
be mere folly. For there is not, has not been, and indeed 
there never can be, a cltara(!:l.er that will, regard virtue 
with different feelings, if trained in close contacT with the 
education which po*pular assemblies impart. I am speak- ^ 
ing humanly, my friend ; for by all means let us except 
Providence, as the proverb says. For you may be well 
assured, that you will not be wrong in asserting that 
whatever has been preserved, and made what it ought to 493 
be, while the constitution of states is what fit is, has been 
preserved by a divii>e interposition. 

I am quite of that opinion. 

Then 1 would further have you add the following to the 
list of your opinions. 

What is it? 

That all those mercenary adventurers who, as we know,' 
are calledi^ophists by the multitude, and regarded as 
rivals, really teach nothing but the opinions of the majority 
to which expression is given when large masses are col- 
lc<i:f ed, and dignify them with the title of wisdom. As well 
might a person investigate the caprices and desires of 
some huge and powerful monster in his keeping, studying 
how it is to be approached, and how handled, — at what 
times and under what circumstances it becomes most 
dangerous, or most gentle — on what^ occasions it is in 
the habit of uttering its various cries, and* further, what 
sounds uttered by another person soothe or exasperate it, 

— and when he has mastered all these particulars, by long- 
continued intercourse, as well might her*call his results 
wisdom, systematize them into an art, and open a school, 
though in reality he is wholly ignorant which of these 
humours and desires is fair, and which foul, which good 
and which evil, whi^h just and wdiich unjust ; and thefefore 
is content to affix all these names to the fantics of the 

^ Reading oh iKdcrrc s. 

14 
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huge animal, calling what it likes good, and wha^ it dis- 
likes evil, without being able to render any other account 
of them, — nay, giving the titles of ‘just’ and ‘fair’ to things 
done under compulsion, because he has not discerned 
himself, and theref^/'e cannot point out tp (^thers, that 
wide distiiK^lion which really 1 :)lds between the nature of 
the compulsory and the good. TeJI me, in heaven’s name, 
do you not think that such a person would make a strange 
instru(n;or ? 

Yes, I do think so. 

And do you think that there is any difference between 
such a person and the man who makes wisdom consist in 
having studied the whim and pleasures of the assembled 
many-headed multitude, whether in painting, or in music, 
or finally in politics? For though it be true, that if a man 
mix with the many, and ask their judgment on some 
poem, or other work of art, or service rendered to the 
state, thus putting himself in their power further than he is 
obliged, he finds himself irresistibly compelled to do 
whatever they command ; yet tell me if you nave ever in 
your life heard any one of them offer an argument which 
was not ridiculous, to prove that what the multitude com- 
•mands is really good and fair? 

No; and I think I never shall. 

Then if you have laid all this to heart, let me remind 
you of another point : will it be possible for the multitude 
to tolerate or believe in the existence of an essential 
494 beauty, as opposed to the multiplicity of beautiful objects ; 
or in the existence of any essential Form, as opposed to 
the variety of its particular manifestations? 

Certainly not. 

Then the multitude canneU be philosophical. 

It cannot. 

And conset|uently the professors of philosophy are sure 
to be condemned by it. 

They are. • 

And of course by those private adventurers who asso- 
ciate with the mob, a.?d desire to please it. 

Clearly. 

Sti:h being the case, what salvation do you sec for a 

^ ''H Af.ofjLT^deia djfdyKrj^ The origin of the proverb *is uii- 
certiiii. 
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philosophic charac^lcr that will enable it to persist in its 
vocation till it has reached the g^oal? Take oiir previous 
conclusions into your consideration; we agreed, you know, 
that a quick apprehension, a good memory, a manly and 
a lofty spirit, are qualities the philosophic charaefber. 

Yes, we did. 

Then, will not such loperson, from his childhood, be first 
in everything; especially if his bodily are equal to his 
mental endowments ? 

To be sure he will. 

Then, I fancy, hi^ friends and fellow-citizens will wish, 
when he grows older, to use him for their own purposes. 

Doubtless. 

Consequently they will fall down at his feet with prayers 
and compliments, securing and flattering by anticipation 
his future power. 

Yes, it is certainly a common case. 

Then how do you expedl such a yjerson to behave under 
these circumstances, — above all, if he happen to be a rich 
and high-born member of a powerful state, and of a tall 
and goodly presence besides.^ Will he not be full of ex- 
travagant hopes, and conceive himself competent to diredl 
the affairs of Creeks and foreigners, and make that an 
excuse fqi* giving himself lofty airs, till he is swollen with 
self-importance and empty senseless conceit.^ 

Undoubtedly he will. 

While he is in this frame of mind, suppose some one 
approaches him gently, and tells him, what is quite true, 
that there is no real wisdom in him, and that he stands in 
need of it, and that without slaving for its acquisition it 
cannot be gained ; do you think it an easy matter to gain 
his attention in the midst of such evil influences. ^ 

No, it is very far from easy. 

If, however, I continued, thanks to an excellent nature 
and an inborn taste for philosophic in^iiry, one such 
individual shall haply take heed, and allow himself to be 
bent and drawn towards philosophy, what do we think 
will be the behaviour of those who c^mt upon losing his 
services and his companionship? Will they leave a word 
unsaid, or a deed undone, that can possibly prevenf the 
pupil from yielding, or the master from succecdTng in his 
persuasions, — calling in private machinations and public 
prosecutions? 


14 — 2 
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Of course, that is what they will do, he replied/ 

Will it be possible, then, for such a person to be a 
student of philosophy? 

Certainly not. 

Thus you see, dfT* you not, how right we ^cre in say- 
ing, that in fadl the very inj^/edients of the philoso})hic 
characliler, when siibje(!;led to an, injurious treatment, are 
in a manner the causes of a man’s falling away from the 
pursuit of philosophy; to which result the rc])uted ad- 
vantages of wealth, and all oiifward ])oinp and state, like- 
wise contribute. 

Yes, indeed, it was a true observation. 

'rhis, then, my excellent friend, is the ruin, such and 
so grievous is the corruj)tion of the finest charaifler with 
reference to the noblest pursuit,- ~a charadlcr too which is, 
besides, rarely to be met with, as we aftirm. And iit’ the 
ranks of this tlass, beyond a doubt, are to be found both 
those men who inlli(fl the greatest injury on states and 
individuals, and also those who labour for their good, 
when the tide turns that way : whereas a little mind never 
influences in any great degree either individuals or states. 

That is very true. 

Thus it comes to pass that those, who, as her nearest 
relatives, are most bound to espouse Philosophy, fall away, 
and leave her desolate and inconsummate ; and while for 
their part they live a life unsuited to them and unreal, 
Philosophy, bereft as it were of relatives, is exposed to 
the advances of a different class of persons unworthy of 
her, who bring her to shame, and fasten on Jier those 
rcproaclics, with which you tell me she is loaded, to the 
effedl that her associates are citlier worth nothing, or, as 
in the majority of cases, deserving of heavy punishment. 

Why certainly that is the common remark. 

Yes, I said, and a natural remark. For other puny 
men, seeing this held open, albeit rich in grand names 
and showy titles, are only too thankful to desert their 
trades and rush into philosophy, like criminals who break 
out of prison and fin for rcfujje to a temple, whenever 
they happen to shew remarkable address in their own 
despicable profession. For though all this is come upon 
philosophy, nevertheless the rank and splendour which 
she still retains far transcend those of any othet pro- 
fession; and these are coveted by many whose natural 
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talents \tere defedlive from the first, and whose souls have 
since been so grievously marred and enervated by their life 
of drudgery, as their bodies have been disfigured by their 
trades and crafts. Must not that be the case? 

Ccrtainly*ait must. 

And docs their appeararje strike you as much better 
than that of a little b#kl-headed tinker, who has made 
some money, has liad his chains just knocked off, has been 
washed in a bath, dressed out in a new coat, and got up 
as a bridegroom, in whicli (?hara6lcr, owing to his master’s 
poverty and destitution, he is on the point of marrying his 
daughter? 

I see no difference at all lictween the two cases. 

Then what may we cxpc(fl the issue of such a match 
to be like? Will it not be a baseborn and worthless 
])rogeny ? 

It cannot be otherwise. 

Well, and when those, who are all unworthy of instruc- 
tion, draw near and hold intercourse with her l^cyond their 
deserts, how must we describe the charat^ler of those notions 
and opinions which arc the issue of such a connexion ? 
May they not be called, wdth the utmost propriety, 
sopliisms — a spurious brood, without'' one trace of genuine 
insight?^ 

Yes, precisely so. 

Hence, Adeimantus, I continued, those who worthily 
associate with philosophy form a ^'ery small remainder, 
made up, 1 conceive, either of noble and well-trained 
chara(^iei;s, condemned to exile, who, in the aliscncc of all 
pernicious inlluences, have been true to their nature, and 
continued stedfast to philosophy ; or of some large-minded 
men, bred in petty states, who have looked down with 
contempt upon the politics of their country. Possibly, too, 
a small se(i:tion may have come to her from other pro- 
fessions, which natural gifts have justihed them in de- 
spising. Moreover, the bridle which c^rbs our friend 
Thcages may be equally efficacious in other instances. 
For Theages is kept in check by ill-4fcalth, which excludes 
him from a public life, tl!ough in all other respedls he has 
every inducement to desert philosophy. 1 neec> not 
mentmn the supernatural sign, which restrains * 1110 ; for I 
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fancy it ha?s Been granted to few, if any, before my time. 
Now he who has become a member of this little band, 
and has tasted how sweet and blessed his treasure is, and 
has watched the madness of the many, with the full assur- 
ance ^that there is ^arcely a person who tal^es a single 
judicious step in his public lifc| and that there is no ally 
with whom he may safely marejv, to the succour of the 
just; nay, that, should he attempt it, he will be like‘a man 
that has fallen among wild beasts, — unwilling to join in 
their iniquities, and unable singly to resist the fury of all, 
and therefore destined to perish before he can be of any 
service to his country or his friends and do no good to 
himself or any one else ; — having, I say, weighed all this, 
such a man keeps quiet and confines himself to his own 
concerns, like one who takes shelter behind a wall on a 
stormy day, when the wind is driving before it a hurricane 
of dust and ra^in ; and when from his retreat he sees the 
infeddion of lawlessness spreading over the rest of man- 
kind, he is well content, if he can in any way live his life 
here untainted in his own person by unrighteousness and 
unholy deeds, and, when the time for his release arrives, 
take his departure amid bright hopes with cheerfulness 
and serenity. 

Well, said Adeiniantus, he will certainly haj'e effedded 
497 before his departure not the least important objects. 

Nor yet, 1 rejoined, the most important, if he fail to find 
a political constitution suited to him ; for under such a 
constitution, he will not only himself reach a higher stage 
of growth, but he will also secure his country’| welfare 
together with his own. 

Well then, I continued, the causes of the prejudice 
against philoisophy, and the injustice of this prejudice, 
have in my opinion been satisfaddorily disposed of, unless 
you have anything to add. 

No, I have Nothing more to say on this head : but 
which of the constitutions of our time is the one that you 
call suited to philosophy.^ 

There is not one that I can cdll so : nay, what I com- 
plaincof is precisely this, that no state, as now constituted, 
is a worthy sphere for a philosophic nature. Hence that 
nature becomes warped and deteriorated. For just hs the 
seed of a rare exotic when sown in a foreign soil, habitu- 
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ally becomes enfeebled and loses its csseiltial chara(n:er, 
and eventually passes into a common plant of the country ; 
so this kind of charadler at the present day, failing to pre- 
serve its peculiar virtues, degenerates into tendencies that 
are not its^vvn : but if it could onlyjind the most nerfec^l 
constitution, answering \\ itself as the most perfe(51; of 
chararters, it will thej^ give proof that it is the true divine 
type ;* whereas all other kinds of characfler and of vocation 
arc merely human. Now 1 make no doubt you will pro- 
ceed to ask me what this^onstitution is. 

You are mistaken, he said ; what 1 was going to ask 
was, whether you were thinking of this constitution, whose*^ 
organization we have discussed, or of another. 

The same, I replied, in all points but one; and this one 
point was alluded to during the discussion, when we said 
that it would be necessary to have constantly present in 
the state some authority, that should view Mie constitution 
in the very light in which you, the legislator, viewed it, 
when you framed the laws. 

True, it was alluded to. 

But it was not sufticiently developed, because I was 
alarmed by your objc(^lions, which shewed that the demon- 
stration of it would be tedious and difficult : for it is by no 
means th^easiest part of the discussion that is left. 

What is that part? 

To shew in what way a state may handle philosophy 
without incurring utter destrueTion. For we know that 
all great things are hazard(>us, and, according to the pro- 
verb, bijautiful things arc indeed hard of attainment. 

Nevertheless, he said, let this point be cleared up, in 
order that the demonstration may be complete. 

The hindrance, if any, will arise, not from want of will, 
but from want of power. My zeal, at an^f rate, you shall 
sec with your own eyes. For observe at once with what 
reckless zeal I proceed to assert, that a state ought to 
deal with the pursuit of philosophy on iPplan the very re- 
verse of that now in vogue. 

How so? _ 

At present, those whd pursue philosophy at all are mere 498 
striplings just emerged from boyhood, who take i% up in 
the intervals of housekeeping and business f and, after 
just*dipping into the most abstruse part of the study, (by 
which 1 mean DialecTic), abandon the pursuit altogether, 
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and these are'1:he most advanced pHtiosophers ; amd ever 
afterwards, if, on being invited, they consent to listen to 
others whose attention is devoted to it, they think it a 
great condescension, because they imagine that philo- 
sophy, ought to be ^lade a mere secondary (^cupation ; 
and on the approach of old agci. all but a very few are ex- 
tinguished far more effc(^:luaUy t]^an the sun of llcra- 
cleitus^*, inasmuch as they are not, like it, rekindled.' 

And pray what is the right plan ? he asked. 

Just the opposite. In youth^'and boyhood they ought 
to be put through a course of training in philosophy, 
suited to their years ; and while their bodies are growing 
up to manhood, especial atten'.ion should be paid to them, 
as a serviceable acquisition in the cause of philosophy. 
At the approach of that period, during which the mind 
begins to attain its maturity, the mental exercises ought 
to be rendered more severe. Finally, when their bodily 
powers begin to fail, and they are released from public 
duties and military service, from that time forward they 
ought to lead a dedicated life, and consecrate themselves 
to this one pursuit, if they are to live happily on earth, 
and after death to crown the life they have led with a 
■corresponding destiny in another world. 

Well, indeed, Socrates, 1 do not doubt your^cal. But 
I expec'd most of your hearers, beginning with d’hrasy- 
machus, to oppose you with still greater zeal, and express 
their unqualified dissent. 

Do not make a quarrel between me and Thrasymachus, 
when we have just become friends ; — though 1 do not 
mean to say that we were enemies before. I shall leave 
nothing untried, until I have either won him over to my 
way of thinking, along with the rest, or have achieved 
something for incir good in that future state, should they 
ever happen, in a second existence, to encounter similar 
discussions. 

Truly a triflin^^ adjournment ! he exclaimed. 

Rather speak of it as a nothing, compared with all time. 
However, it need not ^tnrprise us that most people disbe- 
lieve in my dodlrines ; for they Intve never yet seen our 
presenifc theory realized. No, what is much more likely is, 

\ 

^ Ileracleitus is said to have believed that the sun wa^ ex- 
tinguished every evening and rekindled every morning. 
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that th(*y have met With proposals somewhat resembling- 
ours, but forced expressly into appearing of a piece with 
one another, instead of falling spontaneously into agree- 
ment, as in the present case. They have never yet seen, 
in either oitte or more inst,'mccs, a n^n moulded int,o the 
most perfedf possible con*'|)rmity and likeness to virtue, 499 
both in words and in works, reigning in a state as pcrfcdl 
as himself. Or do you think they have.^ 

No, indeed I do not. 

And further, my dear Triend, they have not listened 
often enough , to discussions of an elevated and liberal 
tone, confined to tfie strenuous investigation of truth by ' 
all possible means, simply for the sake of knowing it ; and 
which therefore will, both in jirivate disquisitions and in 
public trials, keep at a respectful distance from those 
subtleties and special pleadings, whose sole aim it is to 
prolong debate, and elicit applause. 

You are right again. 

It was for these reasons, and in anticipation of these 
results, that, notwithstanding my fears, I was con- 
strained by the force of truth on a former occasion to 
assert, that no state, or constitution, or individual either, 
can ever become pcrfei^t, until these few philosophers, 
who ara cifr present described as useless though not 
depraved, find themselves accidentally compelled, whe- 
ther they like it or not, to accept the charge of a state, 
which in its turn finds itself comyjelled to be obedient^ to 
them ; or until the present sovereigns and kings, or their 
sons, are divinely inspired with a genuine love of genuine 
philosophy. Now to assert the imjiossibility of both or 
either of these contingencies, I for my part pronounce 
irrational. If they are impossible, we may fairly be held 
up to derision as mere visionary theorists. Am 1 not 
right? 

You arc. 

If, then, persons of first-rate philosophfcal attainments, 
either in the countless ages that arc past have been, or in 
some foreign clime, far beyond the^iinits of our horizon, 
at the present moment *are, or hereafter shall be, con- 
strained by some fate to undertake the charge of a «tate, 

I am prepared to argue to the death in defcAcc of this 


^ Reading KaTT^Kdifi, 
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assertion, that the constitution described has existed, 
. does exist, yea and will exist, wherever the Muse afore- 
said has become mistress of a state. For its realization 
is no impossibility, nor are our speculations impradli- 
cable#; though their clifficulty is even by us acl^iowledged. 

I am of the same opinion, srjcl he. 

But are you prepared to say, tl^t the majority, on the 
contrary, entertain a different opinion? ' 

Perhaps so. 

My excellent friend, beware how you bring so heavy a 
charge against the multitude. No doubt they will change 
their minds, if you avoid controversy, and endeavour with 
all gentleness to remove their prejudice against the love 
of learning, by shewing them whom' you understand by 
500 philosophers, and defining, as we have just done, their 
nature and cultivation; that they may not suppose you to 
mean such ctiara(51;ers as are uppermost; in their own 
thoughts ; or shall you venture to maintain that, even if 
they look at them from your ])oint of view, they will enter- 
tain a different opinion from yours, and return another 
sort of answer? In other words, do you think that an un- 
rnalicioiis and gentle person can 'quarrel with one who is 
not quarrelsome, or feel malice towards one who is not 
malicious? I will anticipate you with the declaration 
that, in my opinion, a disposition so perverse 'inay be 
found in some few cases, but not in the majority of 
mankind. 

I am myself entirely of your opinion, he replied. 

Then arc you not also of my opinion on just this point, 
that the ill-will which the multitude bear to philosophy is 
to be traced to those who have forced their way in, like 
tipsy men, wl^ere they had no concern, and who abuse 
one another and delight in picking quarrels, and are 
always discoursing about persons, ^ — condudl peculiarly 
unsuitable to philosophy? 

Very unsuital5ie. 

For surely, Adcimantus, he who has his thoughts truly 
set on the things that^cally exist, cannot even spare time 
to look down upon the occupations of men, and, by dis- 
puting with them, catch the infcdlion of malice and hos- 
tility. On* the contrary, he devotes all his time to tlie 
contemplation of certain well-adjusted and changeless 
objedls ; and beholding how they neither wrong nor are 
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wrongtd by each other, but are all obedient to order and 
in harmony with reason, he studies to imitate and resemble 
them as closely as he can. Or do you think it possible 
for a man to avoid imitating that with which he reverently 
associates^j? 

No, it is impossible. 

Hence the philosopiicr,t)y associating with what is god- 
like Jtnd orderly, becomes, as far as is permitted to man, 
orderly and godlike himself: though here, as everywhere, 
there is room for miscon<ftru< 51 ion. 

Indeed, you arc right. 

So that,%f he ever linds himself compelled to stud)^ 
how he may introduce into the habits of men, both in 
public and in private life, the things that draw his notice 
in that higher region, and to mould others as well as him- 
self, do you think that he will prove an indifferent artist 
in the produ(fljon of temperance and justice and all public 
virtue ? 

Certainly not. 

Well, but if the multitude are made sensible that our 
description is a corrc(ft one, will they really be angry with 
the philosophers, and will they discredit our assertion, 
that a state can only attain to true happiness, if it be de- 
lineated painters who copy the divine original.? 

The^ will not be angry, if they arc made sensible of the 501 
fadl. But pray how do you mean them to sketch it .? 

They will take for their canvas, 1 replied, a state and 
the moral nature of mankind, and begin by making a clean 
surface ; which is by no means an easy task. However 
you are aware, that at the very outset they will differ from 
all other artists in this respe^I:!, that they will refuse to 
meddle with man or city, and hesitate to pencil laws, until 
they have cither found a clear canvas, or made it clear by 
their own exertions. 

Yes, and they arc right. 

In the next place, do you not suppeiSe that they will 
sketch in outline the form of their constitution ? 

Doubtless they will. 

Their next step, I failcy, will be to fill up this outline ; 
and in doing this they will often turn their eyes <0 this 
side and to that, first to the ideal forms of jusfice, beauty, 
temfferance, and the like, and then to the notions current 
among mankind ; and thus, by mingling and combining 
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the results of their studies, they will work in th^s true 
human complexion, guided by those realizations of it 
among men, which, if you remember, even Homer has 
described as godly and godlike. 

You< arc right. ^ 

And, I imagine, they will go ]on rubbing out here and 
repainting there, until they have doixs all in their power to 
make the moral character of men as pleasing as may be 
in the eye of heaven. 

Well, certainly their pi(n;ure will be a very beautiful one. 

Do we then, I continued, make any progress in per- 
^suading those assailants, who by your account were 
marching stoutly to attack us, that such a painter of con- 
stitutions is to be found in the man whom we praised 
lately in their hearing, and who occasioned their displea- 
sure, because wc proposed to deliver up our cities into his 
hands ? And 'do they feel rather less exasperation at 
being told the same thing now.? 

Yes, much less, if they are wise. 

I think so too ; for pray, how will they be able to dispute 
our position? Can they deny that philosophers are 
enamoured of real existence and of truth? 

No, it would be indeed ridiculous to do that. 

Well; can they maintain that their characfbitv, such as 
we have described it, is not intimately allied to perfeddion ? 

No, they cannot. 

Once more ; will they tell us that such a characd;or, 
placed within reach of its appropriate studies, will fail to 
become as thoroughly good and ])hilosophical as any 
chara(5ler can become ? Or will they give the preference 
to those whom wc discarded ? 

Surely not. 

Will they then persist in their anger, when I assert that, 
till the class of philosophers be invested with the supreme 
authority in a state, such stale and its citizens will find no 
deliverance from''evil, and the fabulous constitution which 
we arc describing will not be addually realized ? 

Probably they will ^ow less angry. 

What do you say to our assuming, not merely that they 
are lets angry, but that they are perfectly pacified and 
2 convinced, in order that we may shame them into acqui- 
escence, if nothing else will do ? 

By all means assume it. 
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Weil then, let us regard these persons as convinced so 
far. But, in the next place, will anybody maintain that 
kings and sovereign!^ cannot by any possibility beget sons 
gifted with a philosophic nature ? 

No ont^ in the world will maintaip that. 

And can any one assert, that, if born with such a nature, 
they must necessarily bef corrupted ? I grant that their 
])reservation is a difficult matter; but I ask, is there any 
one who will maintain that in the whole course of time not 
one of all the number can ever be preserved from conta- 
mination ? 

Who cotlld maintain that? 

Well but, I continued, one such person, with a submis- 
sive state, has it in his power to realize all that is now 
discredited. 

• True, he has. 

P'or, surely, if a ruler establishes the lows and customs 
which we have detailed, it is, 1 presume, not impossible 
for the citizens to consent to carry them out. 

Certainly not. 

And, pray, would it be a miracle, beyond the verge of 
possibility, if what wc think right were thought right by 
others also ? 

P'or m^part I think not. 

But^ believe we have quite convinced ourselves, iir the 
foregoing discussion, that our plan, if possible, is the best. 

Yes, quite. 

So that the conclusion, apparently, to which wc are now 
brought with regard to our legislation, is, that what we 
propose is best, if it can be realized ; and that to realize it 
is difficult, but certainly not impossible. 

True, that is our conclusion, he said. 

Well, then, this part of the subjecl having been labori- 
ously completed, shall we proceed to discuss the questions 
still remaining, in what w\ay, and by thrhelp of what pur- 
suits and studies, we shall secure the presence of a body 
of men capable of preserving the institution unimpaired, 
and what must be the age at which these studies are 
severally undertaken ? 

Let us do so by all means. 

I^have gained nothing, I continued, by my old scheme 
of omitting the troublesome questions involved in the 
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treatment of tlie women and children, and the appoint- 
ment of the magistrates ; which I was induced to leave 
out from knowing what odium the pierfecflly corre(^l me- 
thod would incur, and how difficult it would be to carry 
into c;ffe6l. Notwitfistanding, all my precai^tions, the 
moment has now arrived when'^hese points must be dis- 
cussed. It is true the question of the women and children 
503 has been already settled, but the inquir)’ concerning the 
magistrates must be pursued quite afresh. In describing 
them, we said, if you recollect, that, in order to place their 
patriotism beyond the reach of suspicion, they must be 
hested by pleasure and by pain, and prbved never to have 
deserted their principles in the midst of toil and danger 
and every vicissitude of fortune, on pain of forfeiting their 
position if their powers of endurance fail ; and that who- 
ever comes forth from the trial without a flaw, like gold 
tried in the fire, must be appointed to office, and receive, 
during life and after death, privileges and rewards. This 
was pretty nearly the drift of our language, which, from 
fear of awakening the question now pending, turned aside 
and hid its face. 

Your account is quite corrcdl, he said; I remember 
perfeClly. 

Yes, my friend, I shrank from making asscrti;ms which 
1 have since hazarded; but now let me venture uf>on this 
declaration, that we must® make the most pcrfe(fl philoso- 
phers guardians. 

We hear you, he replied. 

Now consider what a small supply of these men you 
will, in all probability, find. For the various members of 
that characilcr, which we described as essential to phi- 
losophers, will seldom grow incorporate: in most cases 
that character §rows disjointed. 

What do you mean 1 

. You are aware that persons endowed with a quick com- 
prehension, a g&od memory, sagacity, acuteness, and 
their attendant qualities, do not readily grow up to be 
at the same time so noifle and lofty-minded, as to consent 
to live a regular, calm, and steady life : on the cojUrary, 
such persons arc drifted by their acuteness hither and 
thither, andv all steadiness vanishes from their life. 


** Transposing and 0tXotr60ouy. 
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True., 

Ott the other hand, those steady and invariable charac- 
ters, whose trustiness makes one anxious to employ them, 
and who in wai are slow to take alarm, behave in the 
same way^when pursuing their studies; that is to say, 
they are torpid and stup)|l, as if they were benumbed, 
and arc constantly d^zinj/ and yawnifig, whenever they 
have tX) toil at anything of the kind. 

That is true. 

But wc declare that, unless a person possesses a pretty 
fair amount of both qualifications, he must be debarred 
all access to the stritlest education, to honour, and to** 
government. 

We are right. 

Then do you not anticipate a scanty supply of such 
charadlcrs.'* 

Most assuredly I do. 

Hence wc must not be content with testing their 
behaviour in the toils, dangers, and pleasures, which 
we mentioned before ; but we must go on to try them 
in ways which wc then omitted, exercising them in a 
variety of studies, and observing whether their charadler 504 
will be able to support the highest subjcdls, or whether it 
will flinch ^‘om the trial, like those who flinch under other 
circum^ances. 

No doubt it is proper to examine them in this way. 

But pray which do you mean by the highest subjedls ? 

I presume you remember, that, after separating the soul 
into three specifle parts, we deduced the several natures 
of justice, temperance, fortitude, and wisdom? 

Why, if I did not remember, 1 should deserve not to 
hear the rest of the discussion. 

Do you also remember the remark whicif preceded that 
dedudtion ? 

Pray what was it? 

We remarked, I believe, that to obtainKhe best possible 
view of the question, we should have to take a different 
and a longer route, which would ^ring us to a thorough 
insight into the subjedl .* still that it would be possible to 
subjoin a demonstration of the question, flowing fro^n our 
previous conclusions. Thereupon you said ♦Jiiat such a 
demonstration would satisfy you ; and then followed those 
investigations, which, to my own mind, were deficient in 
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exacflncss ; but you can tell me whether they cq-ntented 
you. 

Well, to speak for myself, I thought them fair in point 
of measure ; and certainly the rest of the party held the 
same^opinion. ^ 

13ut, my friend, no measur^ of such a subje(fl, which 
falls perceptibly short of the truth, ^'an be said to be quite 
fair : for nothing imperfe^l is a measure of anyihing : 
though people sometimes fancy that enough has been 
done, and that there is no call for further investigation. 

Yes, he said, that is a very common habit, and arises 
* from indolence. * 

Yes, but it is a habit remarkably undesirable in the 
gTiardian of a state and its laws. 

.So I should suppose. 

That being the case, my friend, such a person must* go 
round by thaU.longer route, and must labour as devotedly 
in his studies as in his bodily exercises. Otherwise, as 
we were saying just now, he will never reach the goal of 
that highest science, which is most peculiarly his own. 

What ! he exclaimed, are not these the highest ? Is 
there still something higher than justice and those other 
things which we have discussed? 

Even so, I replied: and here we must not Cipntemplate 
a rude outline, as we have been doing : on the Contrary, 
we must be satisfied with nothing short of the most com- 
plete elaboration. For would it not be ridiculous to exert 
oneself on other subjects of small value, taking all imagin- 
able pains to bring them to the most exadl and spotless 
perfeddion ; and at the same time to ignore the claim of 
the highest subjedds to a corresponding exadditude of the 
highest order? 

The sentimdnt is a very just one. But do you suppose 
that any one would let you g€) without asking what that 
science is which you call the highest, and of what it 
treats ? 

Certainly not, I replied; so put the question yourself. 
Assuredly you have l^ard the answer many a time ; but 
505 at this moment either you have*-forgotten it, or else you 
intend to find me employment by raising objedlions. 
I incline to the latter opinion ; for you have often been 
told that the essential F'orm of the Good is the highest 
objedd of science, and that this essence, by blending with 
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just thijigs and all other created obje(!:ts, renders them 
useful and advantageous. And at this moment you can 
scarcely doubt that 1 am going to assert this, and to as- 
sert, besides, that we are not sufficiently acquainted with 
this essence. And if so, — if, I say, know every;thing 
else perfc(!iuy, without knowing this, — you are aware that 
it will profit us nothiiijj; ju4t as it would be equally profit- 
less to possess everything without possessing what is good. 
Or do you imagine it would be a gain to possess all pos- 
sessible things, with the single exception of things good ; 
or to apprehend every conceivable objec^l, without appre- 
hending what is got5d, — in other words, to be destitute of* 
every good and beautiful conception ? 

Not I, believe me. 

Moreover, you doubtless know besides, that the chief 
good is supposed by the multitude to be pleasure, ^ — by the 
more enlightened, insight^? 

Of course I know that. 

And you are aware, my friend, that the advocates of 
this latter opinion are unable to explain what they mean 
by insight, and are compelled at last to explain it as 
insight into tliat which is good. 

Yes, they arc in a ludicrous difficulty. 

They certainly are : since they reproach us with igno- 
rance oft nat which is good, and then speak to us the 
next moment as if we knew what it was. For they tell 
us that the chief good is insight into good, assuming that 
we understand their meaning, as soon as they have uttered 
the term ‘ good.’ 

It is perfedlly true. 

Again : are not those, whose definition identifies plea- 
sure with good, just as much infe<51;cd with error as the 
preceding? For they are forced to admit tlte existence of 
evil pleasures, are they not? 

Certainly they are. 

From which it follows, I should suppose, that they 
must admit the same thing to be both good and evil. 
Does it not? 

Certainly it does. 

Then is it not evident that this is a subjecT often^ and 
severely disputed? 

^ Pradlical wisdom, or insight. 

15 
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Doubtless it is. ^ 

Once more : is it not evident, that though many per- 
sons would be ready to do and seem to do, or to possess 
and seem to possess, what seems just and beautiful, with- 
out really being so yet, when you come to things good, 
no one is content to acquire^what only scenis such; on 
the contrary, everybody seeks ^die ^'cality, and semblances 
arc here, if nowhere else, treated with universal con- 
tempt ? 

Yes, that is quite evident. r 

This good, then, which every soul pursues, as the end 
*’of all its adlions, divining its existence, but perplexed and 
unable to apprehend satisfactorily its nature, or to enjoy 
that steady confidence in relation to it, which it does 
enjoy in relation to other things, and therefore doomed to 
forfeit any advantage which it might have derived h'om 
506 those same things; — are we to maintain that, on a sub- 
je(fl of such overwhelming importance, the blindness we 
have described is a desirable feature in the chara(flcr of 
those best members of the state in whose hands every- 
thing is to be placed.^ 

Most certainly not. 

At any rate, if it be not known in what way just things 
and beautiful things come to be also good, 1 iiiiagine that 
such things will not possess a very valuable gu^ifdian in 
the person of him who is ignorant on this point. And I 
surmise that none will know the just and the beautiful 
satisfactorily till he know's the goocl. 

You are right in your surmises. 

Then will not the arrangement of our constitution be 
perfc(fl, provided it be overlooked by a guardian who is 
scientifically acquainted with these subjects? 

Unquestiortably it will, But pray, Socrates, do you 
assert the chief good to be science or pleasure or some- 
thing different from cither? 

Ho, ho, my Criend ! 1 saw long ago that you would 

certainly not put up with the opinions of other people on 
these subjects. 

Why, Socrates, it appears to me to be positively wrong 
in q»e who has devoted so much time to these questions, 
to be able to state the opinions of others, without being 
able to state his own. 

Well, I said, do you think it right to speak with an 
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air of information on subje<!^ls on wliich one is not well- 
informed? 

Certainly not with an air of information; but 1 think 
it right to be willing to state one’s opinion for what it is 
worth. 

Well, but have you not noticed that opinions divorced 
from science arc all i|l-favoured? At the best they are 
blind. * Or do you conceive that those who, unaided by 
the j)ure reason, entertain a correCt opinion, are at all 
superior to blind men, whf) manage to keep the straight 
path ? 

Not at all superior, he replied. 

'fhen is it your desire to c()ntem])latc objec^ls that are 
ill-favoured, blind, and crooked, when it is in your power 
to learn from other people about bright and beautiful 
thin^gs ? 

1 implore you, Socrates, cried Glaucon,^not to hang 
back, as if you had come to the end. We shall be con- 
tent even if you only discuss the subjec^l of the chief good 
in the style in which you discussed justice, temperance, 
and the rest. 

Yes, my friend, and I likewise should be thoroughly 
content. But 1 distrust my own powers, and 1 feel afraid 
that my av*kvvard zeal will subje( 5 \ me to ridicule. No, 
my good sirs : let us put aside, for the present at any 
rate, all inquiry into the real nature of the chief good. 

For, methinks, it is beyond the measure of this our 
enterprizc to find the way to what is, after all, only my 
present opinion on the subjeifl:. But 1 am willing to talk 
to you about that which appears to be an off- shoot of the 
chief good, and bears the strongest resemblance to it, 
provided it is also agreeable to you; but if i^ is not, 1 will 
let it alone. 

Nay, tell us about it, he replied. You shall remain in 
our debt for an account of the parent. 

I wish that / could pay, and you receive, the parent 507 
sum, instead of having to content ourselves with the 
interest springing from it. How«er, here 1 present 
you with the fruit and scion of the essential good. Only 
take care that 1 do not involuntarily impose upon yo« by 
handing in a forged account of this offspring. • 

We Vill take all the care we can ; only proceed. 

I will do so, as soon as we have come to a settlement 

15- 2 
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together, and you have been reminded of certain state- 
ments made in a previous part of our conversation, and 
renewed before now again and again. 

Pray what statements ? 

Iruthe course of the discussion wc have distjncflly main- 
tained the existence of a multiplicity of things that arc 
beautiful, and good, and so om 

True, we have. 

And also the existence of an essential beauty, and an 
essential good, and so on; ‘reducing all those things 
which l;^forc’wc regarded as manifold, to a single form 
and a single entity in each case, and' addressing each as 
an independent being. 

Just so. 

And we assert tliat the former address themselves to 
the eye, and not to the pure reason ; whereas the forms 
address thenYftcIves to the reason, and not to the eye. 

Certainly. 

Now with what part of ourselves do wc see visible 

objects? 

With the eye-sight. 

In the same way wc hear sounds with the hearing, and 
perceive everything sensible Avith the other senses, do we 
not? 

Certainly. 

Then have you noticed with what transcendent costli- 
ness the architect of the senses lias wrought out the fa- 
culty of seeing and being seen? 

Not cxaClly, he replied. 

Well then, look at it in this light. Is there any other 
kind of thing, which the car and the voice require, to 
enable the one to hear, and the other to be heard, srin the 
absence of which third thing the one will not hear, and 
the other will not be heard? 

No, there is not. 

And I believ6 that very few, if any, of the other senses 
require any such third thing. Can you mention one that 
does? 

No, I cannot. 

Ikat do you hot perceive that, in the case of vision and 
visible o^^jeCls, there is a demand for something ad- 
ditional ? 

How so? 



Book VL] TMK REPUBLIC OF PLA TO, 229 

Why, •granting that vision is seated in the eye, and that 
the owner of it is attempting to use it, and that colour is 
resident in the objedfs, still, unless there be present a 
third kind of thing, devoted to this especial purpose, you 
are aware 4 hat the cyesigiit will see n ©thing, and the 
colours will be invisible. | 

Pray what is the thifld thing to which you refer? 

Of course I refer to what you call light. 

You arc right. 

Hence it appears, that of all the pairs ^foresaicl, the 
sense of sight, and the faculty of being seen, are. coupled 508 
by the noblest link, whose nature is anything but insigni- 
ficant, unless light is an ignoble thing. 

No, indeed ; it is very far from being ignoble. 

To whom, then, of the gods in heaven can you refer as 
the ‘author and dispenser of this blessing? And whose 
light is it that enables our sight to see so excellently well, 
and makes visible objc6ls apiiear? 

There can be but one opinion on the subje(?l:, he replied : 
your question evidently alludes to the sun. 

Then the relation subsisting between the eyesight and 
this deity is of the following nature, is it not? 

Describe it. 

Neither tl^Te sight itself, nor the eye, which is the scat of 
sight, can be identified with the sun. 

Certainly not. 

And yet, of all the organs of sensation, the eye, me- 
thinks, bears the closest resemblance to the sun. 

Yes, quite so. 

Further, is not the hiculty which the eye possesses dis- 
pensed to it from the sun, and held by it as something 
advemitious ? 

Certainly it is. 

Then is it not also true, that the sun, though not identi- 
cal with sight, is nevertheless the cause ^of sight, and is 
moreover seen by its aid? 

Yes, quite true. 

Well then, I continued, believe fliat I meant the sun, 
when I spoke of the offspring of the chief good, begotten 
by it in a certain resemblance to itself, — that is to^ say, 
bearii]^ the same relation in the visible world tS sight and 
its objedls, which the chief good bears in the intelledlual 
world to pure reason and its objedls. 
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How so ? Be so good as to explain it to me more al length. 

Are you aware, that whenever a person makes an end of 
looking at objeifls, upon which the light of day is shed- 
ding colour, and looks instead at obje<!:ls coloured by the 
lighUof the mooja and stars, hi^'^ eyes grow dinicand appear 
almost blind, as if they were not tlie scat ofdistiiufl vision ? 

T am fully aware of it. 

15ut whenever the same person looks at objcVls on 
which the siin is shining, these very eyes, I believe, see 
clearly, and arc evidently the sV^at of distincil vision? 

Umpiestionably it is so. 

Just in the same way understand the condition of the 
soul to be as follows. Whenever it has fastened upon an 
objetH, over which truth and real existence are shining, it 
seizes that objeCl by an atd of reason, and knows it, and 
thus proves itself to be possessed of reason : but whentver 
it has fixed itlxin objeCls that are blent with darkness,- — 
the world of birth and death,— then it rests in opinion^ and 
its sight growls dim, as its opinions shift backwards and for- 
wards, and it lias the appearance of being destitute of reason. 

True, it has. 

Now, this power, which supplies the objeifls of real know- 
ledge with the truth that is in them, and which renders to 
him who knows them the faculty of know'in^ tiiem, you 
must consider to be the essential Form of Good, and you 
must regard it as the origin of science, and of truth, so far 
as the latter comes within the range of knowledge : and 
though knowledge and truth are both very beautiful things, 
you will be right in looking upon good as something distinfl 
from them, and even more beautiful. And just as, in the 
analogous case, it is right to regard light and vision as re- 
sembling the ^un, but wrong to identify them with the sun; 
so, in the case of science and truth, it is right to regard both 
of them as resembling good, but wrong to identify cither of 
them with good ; because, on the contrary, the quality of 
the good ought fo have a still higher value set upon it. 

I'hat implies an inexpressible beauty, if it not only is 
the source of science^and truth, but also surpasses them 
in beauty ; for, I presume, you do not mean by it pleasure. 

Hftsh ! I exclaimed, not a word of that. But you had 
better exafiiine the illustration further, as follows. 

Shew me how. * 

I think you will admit that the sun ministers to visible 
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obje(n:s,*not only the faculty of being seen, but also their 
vitality, growth, and nutriment, though it is not itself equi- 
valent to vitality. 

Of course it is not. 

Then atknit that, in like^ manner, |he pbjedls of know- 
ledge not only derive from tne good the gift of being known, 
but are further endov|cd oy it with a real and essential 
existence ; though the, good, far from being identical with 
real existence, adlually transcends it in dignity and power. 

Hereupon Glnucon exclfiimed with a very amusing air, 
Good heavens! what a miraculous superiority! 

Well, 1 said, you are the person to blame, because you** 
compel me to state my opinions on the subjctl. 

Nay, let me entreat you not to stop, till you have at all 
events gone over again your similitude of the sun, if you 
arc* leaving anything out. 

Well, to say the truth, 1 am leaving out if great deal,. 

Then pray do not omit even ji trille. 

I fancy I shall leave much unsaid ; however, if I can 
help it under the circumstances, I will not intentionally 
make any omission. 

Pray do not. 

Now understand that, according to us, there are two 
powers ^e%»ning, one over an intellec^lual, and the other 
over a visible region and class of objec^ls ; — if 1 were to use 
the term ‘firmament'"’ you might think I was playing on 
the word. Well then, are you in possession of these as 
two kinds,- -one visible, the other intellc(flual 

Yes, 1 am. 

Suppose you take a line divided into two unequal parts, 
— one to represent the visible class of objetls, the other the 
intellc(5lual, — and divide each part agaii-^ into two seg- 
ments on the same scale. Then, if you make the lengths 
of the segments represent degrees of distinc^'lncss or indis- 
tinctness, one of the two segments of the part which stands 
for the visible world will represent all images : — meaning 
by images, first of all, shadows; and, in the next place, 
refic6lions in watci;, and in closc-^^ained, smooth, bright 

The play upon oparbvj ‘the visible,’ and dOpa^b?, 
‘heaven,’ cannot be represented in English. The*meaning ap- 
parently is, — ‘I do not use the term ovpavbs, lest you should 
suppose that I wish to connect it etymologically with o/adw.’ 
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substances, and everything of the kind, if you understand 
me. 

Yes, I do understand. 

Let the other segment stand for the real obje(5ls corre- 
sponding to thesji inyiges,— napiely, the animais about us, 
and the whole world of nature ^ind of art. 

Very good. 

Would you also consent to say that, with reference to 
this class, there is, in point of truth and untruthfulncss, 
the same distinction between fhe copy and the original, 
that there is between what is matter of opinion and what 
•is matter of knowledge ? 

Certainly I should. 

Then let us proceed to consider how we must divide 
that part of the whole line which represents the intel- 
lectual world. 

How must ^e do it.^ 

Thus : one segment of it will represent what the soul is 
compelled to investigate by the aid of the segments of the 
other part, which it employs as images, starting from 
hypotheses, and travelling not to a first principle, buf to a 
conclusion. The other segment will represent the objeds 
of the soul, as it makes its way from an hypothesis to a 
first principle which is not hypothetical, *Jtnajded by 
those images which the former division employs, and 
shaping its journey by the sole help of real essential 
forms. 

I have not understood your description so well as I could 
wish. 

Then we will try again. You will understand me more 
easily when I have made some previous observations. J 
think you know that the students of subjeCfs like geo- 
metry and ca‘iculation, assume by way of materials, in 
each investigation, all odd and even numbers, figures, 
three kinds of angles, and other similar data. These 
things they arc Supposed to know, and having adopted 
them as hypotheses, they decline to give any account of 
them, either to themsot^^es or to others, on the assumption 
that they arc self-evident ) and, making these their start- 
ing pciint, they proceed to travel through the remainder of 
the subjcClf and arrive at last, with perfeCl; unanimity, at 
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that wl^ch they have proposed as the objecfl of investiga- 
tion. 

I am perfccSlly aware of the fa<^t, he replied. 

Then you also know that they summon to their aid vis- 
ible forms^nd discourse about them,4ho'4gh their thcv-ights 
are busy not with these forms, but with their originals, 
and though they discourse ^lot with a view to the particular 
squar 6 and diameter which they draAV, but with a view to 
the absolute square and the absolute diameter, and so on. 
P'or while they employ by Way of images those figures and 
diagrams aforesaid, which again have their shadows and 
images in water, they are really endeavouring to behold* 
those abstradlions which a person can only see with the 
eye of thought. 

True. 

This, then, was the class of things which I called intel- 
le(^fual ; but I said that the soul is constrailied to employ 
hypotheses while engaged in the investigation of tliem, — 
not travelling to a first principle, (because it is unable to 
step out of, and mount abovc^ its hypotheses,) but using, 
as iinages, just tlie copies that are presented by things 
below, — which copies, as compared with the originals, are 
vulgarly esteemed distiinfl and valued accordingly. 

I un^eri*and you to be speaking of the subjc(^l-matter 
of the various branches of geometry and tlic kindred arts. 

Again, by the second segment of the intelletlual world 
understand me to mean all that the mere reasoning process 
apprehends by the force of dialectic, when it avails itself 
of hypotheses not as first principles, but as genuine hypo- 
theses, that is to say, as stepping-stones and impulses, 
whereby it may force its way up to something that is not 
hypothetical, and arrive at the first principle of every thing, 
and seize it in its grasp ; which done, it turns round, and 
takes hold of th.at which takes hold of this first principle, 
till at last it comes down to a conclusion, calling in the aid 
of no sensible objecT whatever, but simply employing 
abstract, self-sub^sting forms, and terminating in the 
same. 

1 do not understand you so well as I could wish, for I 
believe you to be describing an arduous task ; but any 
rate I understand that you wish to declare dishinTly, that 
the ffeld of real existence and pure intellcdf, as contem- 
plated by the science of dialectic, is more certain than the 
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field investigated l)y what arc called the arts, iit which 
hypotheses constitute first principles, which the students 
are compelled, it is true, to contemplate with the mind 
and not with the senses ; but, at the same time, as they 
do ncifc come baci:, ii>.the course, of inquiry, to ik first prin- 
ciple, but push on from hypothetical premises, you think 
that they do not exercise pint reason on the questions 
that engage them, although taken in connexion with a 
first principle these questions come within the domain of 
the pure reason. And I bcliev^ you apply the term un- 
derstanding, not pure reason, to the mental habit of such 
‘'people as geometricians, - - regarding understanding as 
something intermediate between opinion and pure reason. 

You have taken in my meaning most satisfactorily ; and 
I beg you will accept these four mental states, as corre- 
sponding to the four segments, — namely pure reason cor- 
responding t(f the highest, understanding to the second, 
belief to the third, and conjeeflure to the last ; and pray 
arrange them in gradation, and believe them to partake of 
distinctness in a degree corresponding to the truth of their 
respective objeCts. 

I understand you, said he. I quite agree with you, and 
will arrange them as you desire. 



77/ A' REPUBLIC OF PLA TO. 


235 


BOOK VII. 


Now then, I proceeded to say, j^o on to compare our natu- 
ral condition, so far as education and ignorance are con'- 
ceriied, to a state of things like the following. Imagine 
a number of men living in an underground cavernous 
chamber, with an entrance open to the light, extending 
alf)ng the entire length of the cavern, in which they have 
been confined, from their childhood, with*their legs and 
necks so shackled, that they are obliged to sit still and 
look straight foiavards, because their chains render it im- 
possible for them to turn tlieir heads round : and imagine 
a bright fire burning someway off, above and behind them, 
and an elevated roadway passing between the fire and the 
prisoners, with a low wall built along it, like the screens 
which ^conjurors put up in front of their audience, and 
above which they exhibit their wonders. 

I have it, lie replied. 

Also ligure to yourself a number of persons walking be- 
hind this wall, and carrying with them statues of men, and 
images of other animals, wrought in w'ood and stone and 
all kinds of materials, together with various other articles, 
which overtop the wall ; and, as you might expeeft, let 
some of the passers-by be talking, and otlmrs silent. 

You are describing a strange scene, and strange pri- 
soners. 

They resemble us, I replied. For let me ask you, in 
the first place, whether persons so coi?fincd could have 
seen anything of themselves or of each other, beyond the 
shadows thrown by the fire upon^thc part of the cavern 
facing them.^ 

Certainly not, if you suppose them to have bee'i com- 
pelled all their lifetime to keep their heads uinnoved. 

Afid is not their knowledge of the things carried past 
them equally limited.^ 
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Unquestionably it is. 

Aiij^ if they were able to converse with one another, do 
you not think that they would be in the habit of giving 
names to the objedls which they saw before tlieni.^ 

Doubtless they.woT.ld. j 

Again : if their prison-house xeturned an echo from the 
part facing them, whenever one of 5he passers-by opened 
his lips, to what, let me ask you, could they refer the 
voice, if not to the shadow which was passing ? 

Unquestionably they would refer it to that. 

Then surely such persons would hold the shadows of 
tlpse manufatlured articles to be the only realities.'^ 

Without a doubt they would. 

Now consider what would happen if the course of nature 
brought them a release from their fetters, and a remedy 
for their foolishness, in the following manner. Let us sup- 
pose that one of them has been released, and compelled 
suddenly to stand up, and turn his neck round and walk 
with open eyes towards the light ; and let us suppose that 
he goes through all these actions with pain, and that the 
dazzling splendour renders him incapable of discerning 
those objc(^ls of which he used formerly to sec the shadows. 
What answer should you expecT him to make, if some one 
were to tell him that in those days he was watching foolish 
phantoms, but that now he is somewhat nearer to reality, 
and is turned towards things more real, and sees more 
corre6lly; above all, if he were to point out to him the 
several objetls that are passing by, and question him, and 
compel him to answer what they are.^ Should you not 
expecil him to be puzzled, and to regard his old visions as 
truer than the objedts now forced upon his notice? 

Yes, much truer. 

And if he were further compelled to gaze at the light 
itself, would not his eyes, think you, be distressed, and^ 
would he not shrink eind turn away to the things which he 
could see distindfly, and consider them to be really clearer 
than the things pointed out to him ? 

Just so. 

And if some one were to drag him violently up the 
roughs and steep ascent from the cavern, and refuse to let 
him go till lie had drawn him out into the light of the sun, 
516 would he not, think you, be vexed and indignant at* such 
treatment, and on reaching the light, would he not find 
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his cyc^ so dazzled by thcKln-rc as to be incapable of mak- 
ing out so much as one of the objccfls that are now called 
true ? 

Yes, he would find it so at first. 

Hence, 1 suppose, habit will be necessary to enable him 
to perceive obje<5bs in that^upper woi^d. ^At first he Vill be 
most successful in distinguishing shadows ; then he will 
discern the rcflec^lionfe of -men and other things in water, 
and afterwards the realities ; and after this he will raise 
his eyes to encounter thejight of the moon and stars, find- 
ing it less difficult to study the heavenly bodies and the 
heaven itself by night, than the sun and the sun’s light b^^ 
day. 

Doubtless. 

Last of all, I imagine, he will be able to observe and 
contemplate the nature of the sun, not as it appears in 
water or on alien ground, but as it is in itself in its own 
territory. 

Of course. 

His next step will be to draw the conclusion, that the 
sun is the author of tlic seasons and the years, and the 
guardian of all things in the visible world, and in a man- 
ner the cause of all those things which he and his com- 
panions u^s^d to see. 

01 )vtously, this will be his next step. 

What then? When he recalls to mind his first habita- 
tion, and the wisdom of the place, and his old fellow- 
prisoners, do you not think he will congratulate himself 
on the change, and pity them ? 

Assuredly he will. 

And if it was their pra(51:icc in those days to receive 
honour and commendations one from another, and to give 
prizes to him who had the keenest eye i^)r a passing ob- 
je(5\, and who remembered best all that used to precede 
and follow and accompany it, and from these data divined 
most ably what was going to come next, » do you fancy that 
he will covet these prizes, and envy those who receive 
honour and exercise authority am^mg them ? Do you not 
rather imagine that he will feel what Homer describes, 
and wish extremely 

‘To drudge on the lands of a master, 

Under a portionless wight,’ 
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and be ready to go through anything, rather thap enter- 
tain those opinions, and live in that fashion? 

Kdl^ my own part, he replied, 1 am quite of that opinion. 
I believe he would consent to go through anything rather 
than live in that way.. 

And now consider what woiiid happen if such a man 
were to descend again and scf.t hi^jiiself on his old seat? 
Coming so suddenly out of the sun, '’would he not find his 
eyes blinded with the gloom of the place? 

Certainly, he would. « 

And if he were forced to deliver his opinion again, 
Vouching the shadows aforesaid, and' to enter the lists 
17 against those who had always been prisoners, while his 
sight continued dim, and his eyes unsteady, -"-and if this 
process of initiation lasted a considerable time,- would 
he not be made a laughingstock, and would it not be seid 
of him, that hohad gone up only to come back again with 
his eyesight destroyed, and that it was not worth while 
even to attempt the ascent? And if any one endeavoured 
to set them free and carry them to the light, would they 
not go so far as to put him to death, if they could only 
manage to get him into their power? 

Yes, that they would. 

Now this imaginary case, my dear Glaucoqj you must 
apply in all its parts to our former statements', b> com- 
])aring the region which the eye reveals, to the prison- 
house, and the light of the fire therein to the power of the 
sun: and if, by the upward ascent and the contemplation 
of the upper world, you understand the mounting of the 
soul into the intellecflual region, you wall hit the tendency 
of my own surmises, since you desire to be told what they 
are; though, indeed, God only knows whether they are 
correeft. But, he that as it may, the view \diich 1 take of 
the subjei^t is to the following effeCl. In the world of 
knowledge, the essential Form of Good is the limit of our 
inquiries, and can barely be perceived ; but, when per- 
ceived, we cannot help concluding that it is in every case 
the source of all that, is bright and beautiful,-- in the 
visible world giving birth to light and its master, and in 
the injljClleCtual world dispensing, immediately and with 
full authority, truth and reason ; — and that whosoever 
would atft wdsely, either in private or in public, must set 
this h'orm of Good before his eyes. 
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To t^e best of my power, said he, I quite agree with 
you. 

That being the case, I continued, pray agree with me on 
another point, and do not be surprised, that those who 
have climbed so high are unwilling to take a part in the 
affairs of ilien, because their souls are^ evihr loath to desert 
that upper region. F§r h«^w could it be otherwise, if the 
preceding simile is indbed a correct representation of their 
case ? 

True, it could scarcely 1^)0 otherwise. 

Well : do you think it a marvollous thing, that a per- 
son, who has just> c|uittcd the contemplation of diving", 
obje<fls for the study of human infirmities, should betray 
awkwardness, and ajipear very ridiculous, when with his 
sight still dazed, and before he lias become sufficiently 
habituated to the darkness that reigns around, he finds 
himself compelled to contend in courts 0/ law, or else- 
where, about the shadows of justice, or images which 
throw the shadows, and to enter the lists in questions in- 
volving the arbitrary suppositions entertained by those 
who have never yet had a glimpse of the essential features 
of justice? 

No, it is anything but marvellous. 

Right: fqr a sensible man will recollcbl that the eyes 51S 
may btf confused in two distinct ways and from two dis- 
tinbl causes, — that is to say, by sudden transitions either 
from light to darkness, or from darkness to light. And, 
believing the same idea to be applicable to the soul, when- 
ever such a person sees a case in which the mind is per- 
plexed and unable to distinguish obje(?^ts, he will not laugh 
irrationally, but he wall examine wdiethcr it has just quitted 
a brighter life, and has been blinded by the novelty of 
darkness, or whether it has come from thc^lepths of igno- 
rance into a more brilliant life, and has been dazzled by 
the unusual splendour; and not till then will he congratu- 
late the one upon its life and condition, and compassionate 
the other; and if he chooses to laugh at it, such laughter 
will be less ridiculous than that which is raised at the ex- 
pense of the soul that has descended from the light of a 
higher region. 

You speak with great judgment. 

Himee, if this be true, we cannot avoid adopting *the 
belief, that the real natur e of education is at variance with 
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the account given of it by certain of its professors, who 
pretend, 1 believe, to infuse into the mind a knowfedge of 
which it was destitute, just as sight might be instilled into 
blinded eyes. 

T rue ; such are their pretensions. 

Whereas, our f»rest*nt argument shews us thal: there is a 
faculty residing in the soul of ^.ach|person, and an instru- 
ment enabling each of us to ..'earif; and that, just. as wc 
nyght suppose it to be impossible to turn tlie eye round 
from darkness to light without turning the whole body, so 
must this faculty, or thif instrument, be wheeled round, in 
.^company with the entire soul, from the perishing world, 
until it be enabled to endure the contemplation of the real 
world and the brightest part thereof, which, according to 
us, is the Form of flood. Am I not right? 

You are. 

Hence, I continued, this very process of revolution 
must give rise to an art, teaching in what way the change 
will most easily and most effe(fi;ually be brought about. 
Its objc6l will not be to generate in the person the power 
of seeing. On the contrary, it assumes that he possesses 
it, though he is turned in a wrong diredlion, and docs not 
look towards the right quarter ; and its aim is to remedy 
this defecfl. 

So it would appear. 

Hence, while, on the one hand, the other so-called vir- 
tues of the soul seem to resemble those of the body, inas- 
much as they really do not pre-exist in the soul, iDut are 
formed in it in the course of time by habit and exercise ; 
the virtue of wisdom, on the other hand, does most cer- 
519 tainly appertain, as it would appear, to a more divine sub- 
stance, which never loses its energy, but by change of 
position bccon.es useful and serviceable, or else remains 
useless and injurious. For you must, ere this, have 
noticed how keen-sighted arc the puny souls of those who 
have the reputatbn of being clever but vicious, and how 
sharply they see through the things to which they are 
diren:ed, thus proving^ that their powers of vision are by 
no means feeble, though they have been compelled to be- 
comc^the servants of wickedness, so that the more sharply 
they see, th|? more numerous are the evils which they work. 

, Yes, indeed it is the case. 

But, I proceeded, if from earliest childhood these cha- 
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rapiers Jiad been shorn and stripped of those leaden, earth- 
born weights, which grow and cling to the pleasures of 
eating and gluttonous enjoyments of a similar nature, and 
keep the eye of the soul turned upon the things below ; — - 
if, I repeat^ they had been released from these snares, and 
turned rotfVid to look at t/bje(fls thaf arv* true, then these 
very same souls of th^se T^ry same men would have had 
as keen an eye for such pursuits as they adually have for 
those in which they are now engaged. 

Yes, probably it would b,c so. 

Once more: is it nert also probable, or rather is it not a 
necessary corollary '*to our previous remarks, theit neither^ 
those who are uneducated and ignorant of truth, nor those 
who are suffered to linger over their education all their 
life, can ever be competent overseers of a state, — the for- 
mer, because they have no single mark in life, wJiich they 
are to constitute the end and aim of all thei’; condiuflboth 
in private and in public ; the latter, because they will not 
adl without compulsion, fancying that, while yet alive, 
they have been translated to the islands of the blest. 

That is true. 

It is, therefore, our task, I continued, to constrain the 
noblest chara< 5 \ers in our colony to arrive at that science 
which we foi'merly pronounced the highest, and to set eyes 
upon tJ?e ^ood, and to mount that ascent we spoke of ; 
and, when they have mounted and looked long enough, 
we must take care to refuse them that liberty which is at 
present permitted them. 

Pray what is that 1 

The liberty of staying where they arc, and refusing to 
descend again to those prisoners, or partake of their toils 
and honours, be they mean or be they exalted. 

Then are we to do them a wrong, and r^ake them live 
a life that is worse than the one within their reach 

You have again forgotten, my friend, that law docs not 
ask itself how some one class in a state is to live extraor- 
dinarily well. On the contrary, it tries to bring about this 
result in the entire state ; for which purpose it links the 
citizens together by persuasion an^ by constraint, makes 
them share with one another the benefit which each in- 520 
dividual can contribute to the common weak and* does 
acfluaUy create men of this exalted charadler in the state, 
not with the intention of letting them go each on his own 

16 
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Avay, but with the intention of turning them to account in 
its plans for the consolidation of the state. 

True, he replied ; I had forgotten. 

Therefore reflc(51, Claucon, that far from wronging the 
future philosophers of our state, we shall only be treating 
them with strid:! justice, if Avc'^put them under the addi- 
tional obligation of watching oft'cr t>cir fellow-citizens, and 
taking care of them. We shell say ; It is with good rea- 
son that your compeers elsewhere refuse to share in the 
labours of their respe(^l.ive states. For they take root in 
a city spontaneously, in defiance of the prevailing consti- 
*,tution ; and it is but fair that a self-sown plant, which is 
indebted to no one for supj)ort, should have no inclination 
to pay to anybody wages for attendance. But in your 
case, it is we that have begotten you for the state as well 
as for yourselves, to be like leaders and kings of a hivc, — 
bettcr and more perfectly trained than the rest, and more 
capable of playing a part in both modes of life. You must 
therefore descend by turns, and associate with the rest of 
the community, and you must habituate yourselves to the 
contemplation of these obscure objc(5ls. f'or, when ha- 
bituated, you will see a thousand times better than the 
residents, and you will recognize what each image is, and 
what is its original, because you have seen thj; realities of 
which beautiful and just and good things are copits. And 
in this way you and we shall hnd that the life of the state 
is a substance, and not a phantom like the life of our pre- 
sent states, which are mostly composed of men who light 
among themselves for shadows, and arc at feud for the 
administration of affairs, which they legarcl as a great 
boon. Whereas I conceive the truth stands thus : That 
city in which the destined rulers are least eager to rule, 
will inevitably" be governed in the best and least fac- 
tious manner, and a contrary result will ensue if the 
rulers are of a contrary disposition. 

You are perfe^liy right. 

And do you imagine that our pupils, when addressed 
in this way, will disolDey bur commands, and refuse to 
toil with us in the state by turns, while they spend most 
of tht^ir time together in that bright region ? 

Impossible? he replied: for certainly it is a just com- 
mand, and those who are to obey it arc just men.^ No; 
doubtless each of them will enter upon his administra- 
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tion an unavoidable duty,— condiK^l the reverse of that 
pursued by the ]3rescnt rulers in each state. 

True, my friend; the case stands thus. If you can in- 
vent for the destined rulers a life better than ruling, you 5 
may possibly realize a well-govcrne(|^ city : for only in such 
a city wifi the rulers be fliose who are^'eally rich,*not in 
gold, but in a wise and \irtuous life, which is the wealth 
essential to a happ>^ mai\ But if beggars, and persons 
who hunger after private advantages, take the reins of 
the state, with the idea that they are privileged to snatch 
advantiige from their power, all goes wrong. For the 
post of magistrate is thus made an obje(^:l: of strife ; an4 
civil and intestine confli^Is of tliis nature, ruin not only 
the contending parties, but also the rest of the state. 

That is most true. 

• And can you mention any life which contemns state- 
offices, except the life of true philosophy ? 

No., indeed, 1 cannot. 

Well, but the task of government must be undertaken 
by persons not enamoured of it : otherwise, their rivals 
will dispute their claim. 

Unquestionably it must. 

Then what other persons will you compel to enter upon 
the dutie^/)f guardians of the state, if you discard those 
who Tlndcrstand most profoundly the ineans of attaining 
the highest excellence in the administration of a country, 
and who also possess honours of a different stamp, and 
a nobler life than that of a statesman ? 

I shall not discard them, he replied ; 1 shall address 
myself only to them. 

And now would you have us })roceed to consider in 
what way such persons are to arise in tlj«:^ state, and how 
they are to be carried up to the light, like those heroes 
who are said to have ascended up to heaven from the 
nether world ? 

Certainly I would have you do so. 

Apparently this is a qucslion^ involving not the mere 
turning of a shelU, but the revolution of a soul, which is 
traversing a road leading from a kind of night-lijee day 

• 

1 *rhe allusion is to a game ])layed with shells. In the next 
clause read lorjarjS) instead of ovaafi. 
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up to a true day of real existence ; and this road we shall 
doubtless declare to be true philosophy. ' 

Exadlly so. 

Then must we not consider what branch of study pos- 
sesses the power required ? 

Certainly we inQst.'- 

Then, Glaucon, can you teU m^, of a science which 
tends to draw the soul from x'h^^ Meeting to the ,real ? 
Whilst 1 speak, I bethink myself that we certainly said, 
did wc nob that our pupils must-be trained in their youth 
to war? 

a. Yes, we did say so. 

Then the science, which we arc in quest of, must pos- 
sess this feature as well as the former. 

What feature ? 

That it can be turned to use by warlike men. 

That is certivnly advisable, if it be ])ra(i^"licable. 

Now in the foregoing discussion wc were for training 
our pupils through the agency of music and gymnastic. 

True. 

Gymnastic, I believe, is engaged upon the changeable 
and perishing ; for it presides over the growth and waste 
of the body. 

That is evident. 

Hence gymnastic cannot be the study for wli'ieh '..^e are 
looking. 

No, it cannot. 

But what do you say to music, considered in the ex- 
tent in which we previously discussed it.^ 

Nay, he replied, music was only the counterpart of gym- 
nastic, if you remember : for it trained our guardians by 
the influence of habit, and imparted to them, not science, 
but a kind of ha.'moniousncss by means of harmony, and 
a kind of measuredness by means of measure ; and in the 
subjeCls which it treated, whether fabulous or true, it pre- 
sented another sadcs of kindred characfleri sties : but it 
contained no branch of study tending to any advantage 
resembling the one of which ^ou are now in quest. 

Your memory is vcry'cxa6l, I made answer: for music 
really did possess nothing of the kind. But, my excellent 
Glaucon, wl^crc are we to find the thing we want? All 
the useful arts, I believe, we thought degrading. ^ 

Unquestionably we did yet what other study is there 
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still rcuiainiii^^ \ipart from music and gymnastic and the 
useful arts? 

Come then, if we can find nothing beyond and inde- 
pendent of these, let us take one of those studies which 
are of universal applicatidh. 

Pray which? 

Tliat general one, •for (\ample, of which all arts, trains 
of thought, and sciences, avail tlicmsclvcs ; and which 
is also one of the firsl, things that every one must 
learn. 

Tell me the nature of it. 

I allude to that common process of distinguishing the 
numbers, one, two, and three. And I call it briefly. Num- 
ber and Calculation. For may it not be said of these, 
tliiit every art and science is compelled to crave a share 
in them ? 

Certainly it may. 

And is not the science of war one of the number? 

Beyond a doubt it is. 

To take an example from tragedy, I proceeded; l\ala- 
iiiedes on all occasions makes out that Agamemnon was 
a very ridiculous general. For you have remarked, have 
you not, that he claims, by the invention of numbers, to 
have ftiar^Ralled the ranks of the army at Troy, and to 
have counted over the ships and every thing else, — as if 
such things had been uncounted before his time, and as 
if Agamemnon had been even ignorant how many feet 
he had, which would naturally be the case, if he did not 
know how to count ? Yet what do you think of Agamem- 
non as a general ? 

He was a strange one in my opinion, if this story be 
true. 

Then can we help concluding, that to be able to cal- 
culate and count is a piece of knowledge indispensable 
to a warrior ? 

Yes, most indispensable, if he is to understand how to 
handle troops at all, or ratherj if l^e is to be anything of 
a man. 

And does your notion of this science coincide^ with 
mine? 

Pray what is your notion ? 

It seems to be by nature one* of those studies leading 
to reflection, of which we are in quest ; but no one ap- 
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pears to make the right use of it, as a thing which tends 
wholly to draw us towards real existence. 

Explain your meaning. 

1 will endeavour to make my own opinion clear to you. 
And ^ou, on youf sihe, must join me in study^ing those 
things, wliich I distinguish in niy o\^n mind as conducive, 
or not, to the end in view, a;fd cjipress your assept or 
dissent ; in order that we may sec more clearly, in the 
next place, whether I am right in my surmises as to the 
nature of this science. 

Pray go on with your distinctions. , 

I will. If you observe, some of the objcCls of our per- 
ceptions do not stimulate the reflection into exercise, be- 
cause they appear thoroughly appreciated by the percep- 
tion; whereas others urge the reflection strenuously to 
examine thena, because the perception appears to pro- 
duce an unsound result. 

It is plain you are talking of objeCts seen at a distance, 
and painting in perspective. 

You have not c(uite hit my meaning. 

Then pray what sort of objeCts do you mean ? 

I regard as non-stimulants nil the ol)jects which do not 
end by giving us at the same moment two contradic^lory 
perceptions. On the other hand, all the ob5(S'Cls.:y which 
do end in that way I consider stimulants,- meaning those 
cases in which the perception, whether incident from a 
near or a distant objcCl, communicates two eciually vivid, 
but contradictory impressions. You will understand my 
meaning more clearly thus : — Here you have three lin- 
gers, you say,— the little finger, the middle, and the 
third. 

Very good. - 

Well, suppose me to be speaking of them as they ap- 
pear on a close inspeClion. Now here is the point which 
I wish you to exiwnine with reference to them. 

Pray what is it 1 

It is evident that they are all equally fingers : and, so 
far, it makes no differtmee whether the one we are look- 
ing at be in the middle or outside, whether it be white 
or black, t^ick or thin, and so on. For, so long as we 
confine ourselves to these points, the mind seldon^ feels 
compelled to ask the reflc(^tion, what is a finger.^ Be- 
cause in no instance has the sight informed the mind 
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at the «amc mo^^ent, that the finger is the opposite of 
a finger. 

No, certainly not. 

Then, naturally, such impressions cannot be stimulating 
or awakening to the rcflc(5Uon. 

True. j 

But how is it, praj^ wit4 the relative sizes of the fin- 
gers.^ * Does the sight distiT^uish them satisfactorily, and 
does it make no difference to it, whether the position of 
one of them be in the middle, or at the outside ? And 
in like manner, docs the touch estimate thickness and 
thinness, softness ^nd hardness, satisfactorily? And isf 
there no defeCt in the similar communications of the 
other senses? Or, rather do they not all proceed thus? 
To begin with the perception which takes cognizance of 5 
hard things : is it not constrained to take cognizance also 
of soft things, and docs it not intimate to the mind, that 
it feels the same thing to be both hard and soft? 

It docs. 

In such cases, then, must not the mind be at a loss to 
know what this perception means by hard^ since it de- 
clares the same thing to be also soft ; and what the per- 
ception of weight means by light and heavy, when it 
informs tl^'*mind that the heavy is light, and the light' 
heavy r 

Why yes, he answered ; such interpretations will be 
strange to the mind, and will require examination. 

Hence it is natural for the mind in such circumstances 
to call in the aid of reasoning and relleClion, and to en- 
deavour to make out whether each announcement is single 
or double. 

Undoubtedly. 

Should it incline to the latter view, is*it not evident 
that each part of every announcement has a unity and 
chara 6 ler of its own? 

It is evident. 

If then each is onc^ and both together make two^ the 
mind will conclude that the two^rc separable. For if 
they were inseparable, it could only conclude that they 
are one^ not two. 

True. 

W$ll; the sense of sight, \^e say, gave us an im- 
pression, in which the sensations of great and small 
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were confounded, instead of being si?parated. • Am I 
not right ? 

You are. 

But, on the other hand, rcflecftion, reversing the process 
of thfr siglit, was^, compelled, in^order to make tbe sensible 
impression clear, to look at ^rca^ and small as things 
distin(5l, not confounded. 

True. 

Then is it not some contradi(^\ion of this kind that 
first prompts us to ask, ^‘What then, after till, is greatness, 
and what smallness 

No doubt it is. 

And thus we arc led to distinguish between obje^fs of 
refle(^fion and obic(5:ls of sight. 

Most rightly so. 

This, then, was the meaning which I was just now 'at- 
tempting to convey, when 1 said that some objc(51:s tend 
to stimulate thought, while others have no bias towards 
awakening reflection, — placing in the former category 
everything that strikes upon the senses in conjuneftion 
with its immediate opposite ; and in the latter, everything 
of which this cannot be said. 

Now 1 understand you, he replied; and I agree with 
you. • */ « 

Well : to which of the two classes do you think that 
number and unity belong? 

I cannot make up my mind. 

Indeed ! Let our previous remarks help you to a con- 
clusion. If unity, in and by itself, is thoroughly grasped 
by the sight or any other sense, like the finger we spoke 
of, it cannot possess the quality of drawing the mind to- 
wards real existence. But if some contradicflion is always 
combined with it in all its manifestations, making it ap- 
pear the opposite of unity quite as much as unity itself, in 
that case a critic^ will be immediately required, and the 
mind will be compelled to puzzle over the difficulty, and 
stir up the inward faculty of thought to the investigation, 
25 and put the question, ^-What, after all, is unity in itself.?* 
And thus the study of the unit will be one of the things 
which turn and lead us to the contemplation of real ex- 
istence. * 

You arc right, said he :«the observation of the unit does 
certainly possess this property in no common degree : for 
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the same thing i)rcsents at the same moment the appear- 
ance of one thing, and an infinity of things. 

Then, if this is the case with the unit, is it not also the 
case with all numbers without exception ? 

Doubtl«ss it is. , ^ , 

Well, but calculatjpn and arithmetic treat of number 
exclusively. 

Certainly they do. 

And, apparently, they condiuT us to truth. 

Yes, in a manner quite Extraordinary. 

Hence it would appear that the science of numbers 
must be one of the sthdies of which we arc in quest. F(^ 
the military man finds a knowledge of it indispensable in 
drawing up his troops, and the philosojdicr must study it 
because he is bound to rise above the changing and cling 
to*the real, on pain of never becoming a skilful rcasoncr. 

d'riic. 

But our guardian, as it happens, is both soldier and 
philosopher. 

Undoubtedly he is. 

Therefore, Glaucon, it will be proper to enforce the 
study by legislative cna(?l;mcnt, and to persuade those who 
are destined to take part in the weightiest affairs of state, 
to study calculation and devote themselves to it, not like 
amhtciirs, but })crseveringly, until, by the aid of pure rea- 
son, they have attained to the contemplation of the nature 
of numbers, — not cultivating it with a view to buying and 
selling, as merchants or shopkeepers, but for purposes of 
war, and to facilitate the conversion of the soul itself from 
the changeable to the true and the real. 

What you say is admirable. 

Indeed, I continued, talking of this science which treats 
of calculation, it has only just occurred to how elegant 
it is, and how valuable it may be to us in many ways in 
carrying out our wishes, provided it be pursued for the 
sake of knowledge, and not for purposes* of trade. 

How so ? he asked. 

Because, as we \yere saying jus^now^, it mightily draws 
the soul upwards, and compels it to reasoq about abstradl; 
numbers, steadily declining the discussion when anyi^ium- 
bers are proposed which have bodies that can be seen and 
touched. For I presume you a^c aware that good mathe- 
maticians ridicule and disallow any attempt to part the 
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unit in the course of argument ; and if ^ou divida it into 
pieces, like small change, they multiply it back again, and 
take every precaution to prevent the unit from ever losing 
its unity, and presenting an appearance of multiplicity. 

Th^t is quite true.|t ^ 

Now suppose, (Ilaucon, that some one were to ask 
them the following question : ~^y Excellent friends, what 
kind of numbers arc you d^/cussing? Where ai^ the 
numbers in which the unit realizes your description of it, 
which is, that every unit is equal, each to each, without 
the smallest difference, and contains within itself no 
parts? What answer should you cxpc^l them to make? 

If you ask me, 1 should expect them to say, that the 
numbers about which they talk, are only capable of being 
conceived in thought, and cannot be dealt with in any 
other way. 

Then, my ftiend, do you see that this science is, in 
all likelihood, absolutely necessary to us, since it evi- 
dently obliges the mind to employ the pure intelligence in 
the pursuit of pure truth? 

It certainly possesses this quality in an eminent degree. 

Again; have you ever noticed that those who have a 
turn for arithmetic are, with scarcely an exception, natu- 
rally quick at all sciences ; and that men of sl(i\i; in^ellecn:, 
if they be trained and exercised in this study, even sup- 
posing they derive no other benefit from it, at any rate 
progress so far as to become invariably quicker than they 
were before? 

That is true. 

And 1 am pretty sure, also, that you will not easily find 
many sciences that give the learner and student so much 
trouble and toil as arithmetic. 

No, certainly'you will not. 

Then on all these accounts, so far from rejecfling this 
science, we must employ it in the education of the finest 
characters. 

I agree with you, said he. 

€. 

Then let us qonsider this as one point settled. In the 
second place, let us inquire whether we ought to con- 
cern oursehes about the science which borders on arith- 
metic. ^ 

What is that? Do you mean geometry? 



251 


Book VII.] THE REPUBLIC OE PLATO. 

Even^o, 1 replied. 

It is obvious, he continued, that all that part of it 
which bears upon strategy does concern us. Eor in 
encamping, in occupying positions, in closing up and de- 
ploying tro4)ps, and in executing all the o^hcr manceuvres 
of an army in the heleh of battle or on the march, it will 
make every difference vo a ’||iilitary man, whether he is a 
good geometrician, or not. 

Nevertheless, I replied, a trifling knowledge of geo- 
metry and calculation wi4l suffice for these purposes. 
The question is, whether the larger and more advanced 
part of the study’ tends at all to facilitate our contenv* 
plation of the essential f'orm of Good. Now, according 
to us, this is the tendency of everything that compels the 
soul to transfer itself to that region in which is contained 
the* most blissful part of that real existence, which it is 
of the highest importance for It to behold. * 

You are right. 

Consequently if geometry compels the soul to contem- 
plate real existence, it does concern us; but if it only 
forces the changeful and perishing upon our notice, it does 
not concern us. 

Yes, so we affirm. 

WelUthcw?, on one point at any rate we shall encounter ,5 
no o’pposition from those who are even slightly accjuainted 
with geometi*)', when we assert that this science holds a 
position which flatly contradii^ls the language employed 
by those who handle it. 

How so? 

They talk, I believe, in a very ridiculous and poverty- 
stricken style, h'or they speak inwariably of squaring, 
and producing, and adding, and so on, as if they were 
engaged in some business, and as if all their proposi- 
tions had a praClical end in view: whereas in reality I 
conceive that the science is pursued wholly for the sake 
of knowledge. * 

Assuredly it is. 

There is still a point about whioii we must be agreed, is 
there not? 

What is it? 

Th^t the science is pursued for the sake (A the know- 
ledge of what eternally exists, .^nd not of what comes for 
a moment into existence, and then perishes. 
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We shall soon be agreed about tha^t. Geometry, no 
doubt, is a knowledge of what eternally exists. 

If that be so, my excellent friend, geometry must tend 
to draw the soul towards truth, and to give the finishing 
stroke to the »hilo»sophic sj irit, — thus contributing to 
raise up what, at present, we so wi^mgly keep down. 

Yes, it will do so most forciV^ly. ^ 

Then you must, in the rno.^t forcible manner, dircG:. the 
citizens of your beautiful city on no account to fail to 
apply themselves to geonietry! For even its secondary 
advantages arc not trifling. 

Pray what arc they ? 

Not to mention those which you specified as bearing 
upon the conduct of war, 1 would insist particularly upon 
the fa<^I:, of which we are assured, — that, where a ready 
reception of any kind of learning is an objecfl, it will make 
.all and every difference whether the pupil has , applied 
himself to geometry or not. 

Yes, undoubtedly it will. 

Shall we, then, impose this, as a secondary study, upon 
our young men? 

Yes, let us do so, he replied. 

Again : shall we make astronomy a third ^\udy\^ or do 
you disapprove ? 

I quite approve of it, said he. For to have an intimate 
acquaintance with seasons, and months, and years, is an 
advantage not only to the agriculturist and the navigator, 
but also, in an equal degree, to the general. 

You amuse me by your evident alarm lest the multitude 
should think that you insist upon useless studies. Yet in- 
deed it TS no matter, but on the contrary a very diffi- 
cult one, to believe th.at in the midst of these studies an 
organ of our souls is being purged from the blindness, and 
quickened from ^tlie deadness, occasioned by other pur- 
suits, — an organ whose preservation is of more importance 
than a thousand eyes; because only by it can truth be 
seen. Consequently, tiiose who think with us will be- 
stow unqualified approbation on the studies you pre- 
scribe : while those who have no inkling at all of this 
doeftrine, will think them valueless, because they s^e no 
considerable advantage to be gained from them beyond 
their practical applications. Therefore consider at once 
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with whjch of the two parties you are conversing : or else, 
if you arc carry iii^g on the discussion chiefly on your own 
account, without any reference to cither party, you surely 
will not grudge another man any advantage which he 
may derive from the conversation. 

I prefer \he latter epurs^ : I mean speak, pin* my 
questions, and give answers, chiefly on my own ac- 
count. * 

Then take a step backwards, 1 continued. We were 
wrong a moment ago in, what we took as the science 
next in order to ’geometry. 

What did we take? 

Why, after considering plane surfaces, we proceeded 
to take solids in a state of revolution, before consider- 
ing solids in themselves. Whereas the corretfl way is, 
proceed from two dimensions to three ; which brings us, 
I believe, to cubical dimensions, and tigurej into which 
thickness enters. 

True, Socrates ; but these subjecfls, I think, have not 
yet been explored. 

They have not, I replied; and for two reasons. In the 
first place, they are difficult problems, and but feebly in- 
vestigated, because no state holds them in estimation: 
and, in the jjecond place, those who do investigate them 
stand ii? ne*ed of a superintendent, without whom they 
will make no discoveries. Now, to find such a person 
is a hard task to begin with ; and then, supposing one 
were found, as matters stand now, the pride of those who 
arc inquisitive about the subjert would prevent their 
listening to his suggestions. But if a -state, in its cor- 
porate capacity, were to pay honour to the study, and 
constitute itself superintendent thereof, these students 
would yield obedience, and the real nature tf the subjecT, 
thus continuously and vigorously investigated, would be 
brought to light. For even now, slighted and curtailed 
as it is not only by the many, but als» by professed 
inquirers, who can give no account of the extent of 
its usefulness, it nevertheless makes progress, in spite 
of all these obstacles, by its inhefent elegance ; and I 
should not be at all surprised if its difficulties were cleared 

“p- .... . . • . * 

Them certainly is a peculiar fascination about if. But 
pray explain more clearly what ycAi were saying just now. 
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I think you defined geometry as the investigatioi\of plane 
surhices. 

I did. 

You then proceeded to place astronomy next to geome- 
try ; though afterwards you drew back. ^ 

Yes, I said, tnc more I has{c toi^travel over the ground, 
the worse I speed. The invyijstigT.tion of space of three 
dimensions succeeds to plai^ geometry; but because it is 
studied absurdly, 1 passed it over, and spoke of astrono- 
my, which implies motion of solid bodies, as the next step 
after geometry. 

You are right. 

Then let us assign the fourth place in our studies to 
astronomy, regarding the existence of the science now 
omitted as only waiting for the time when a state shall 
take it up. 

It is a rca:,onablc idea, Socrates. And to return to the 
rebuke which you gave me a little while ago for my vulgar 
commendation of astronomy, T can now praise the plan on 
529 which you pursue it. For I suppose it is clear to every 
one, that astronomy at all events compels the soul to look 
upwards, and draws it from the things of this world to the 
other. 

It is not clear to me, 1 replied, though perhaps it may 
be to every one else: for that is not my opinion. ' 

Then what is your opinion ? 

It seems to me that astronomy, as now handled by 
those who embark on philosophy, positively makes the 
soul look downwards. 

How so.^ 

I think you have betrayed no want of intrepidity in the 
conception you have formed of the true nature of that 
learning whidi deals with the things above. For pro- 
bably, if a person were to throw his head back, and learn 
something from the contemplation of a carved ceiling, you 
would suppose him to be contemplating it, not with his 
eyes, but with his reason. Now, perhaps your notion is 
right, and mine foolisjli. For my own part, 1 cannot con- 
ceive that any science makes the soul look upwai*ds, unless 
it h.'is to do with the real and invisible. It makes no dif- 
ference vrhether a person stares stupidly at the sky, or 
looks with half-shut eyps upon the ground ; so loitg as he 
is trying to study any sensible objed, I deny that he can 
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ever be; said to Imvc learned anything, because no obje(n;s 
of sense admit of scientific treatment ; and 1 maintain 
that his soul is looking downwards, not upwards, though 
he may be lying on his back, like a swimmer, to study, 
either in t]ic sea, or on dry land. ^ , 

I am rightly punish|d, he rejoined ; fof I deserved your 
rebuke, but pray wiat fdid you mean by saying that 
astronomy ought to be stu\ed on a system very different- 
from the present one, if it is to be studied profitably for 
the purposes th^it we have*in view ? 

1 will tell you. Since this fretted sky is still a part of 
the visible world,, v^e are bound to regard it, though th# 
most beautiful and perfect of visible things, as far inferior 
nevertheless to those true revolutions, which real velocity, 
and real slowness, existing in true number, and in all 
tri>c forms, accomplish relatively to each other, carrying 
with them all that they contain: which arc? verily appre- 
hensible by reason and thought, but not by sight. Or do 
you think differently? 

No, indeed, he replied. 

Therefore we must employ that fretted sky as a pattern 
or plan to forward the study which aims at those higher 
objedls, just as we might employ diagrams, which fell in 
our w^, c^i^iously drawn and elaborated by Dccdalus or 
some cTcher artist or draughtsman. For, I imagine, a per- 
son acquainted with geometry, on seeing such diagrams, 
would think them most beautifully finished, but would 
hold it ridiculous to study them seriousl)' in the hope of 53c 
deteFling thereby the truths of equality, or duplicity, or 
any other ratio. 

No doubt it would be ridiculous. 

And do you not tlnnk that the genuine astronomer will 
view with the same feelings the motioni of the stars? 
That is to say, will he not regard the heaven itself, and 
the bodies which it contains, as framed by the heavenly 
architc(ft with the utmost beauty of whidi such works are 
susceptible? But as to the proportion which the day 
bears to the night, both to the i^^^nth, the month to the 
year, and the other stars to the sun and^moon, and to 
one another, — will he not, think you, look down ,;ipon 
the man who believes such corporeal and risible ob- 
jedls ^o be changeless and exempt from all perturba- 
tions; and will he not hold it absurd to bestow extra- 
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ordinary pairis on the endeavour to apprehend their true 
condition.? ^ ^ 

Yes, I quite think so, now that I hear you suggest it. 

Hence, we shall pursue astronomy with the help of pro- 
blems, just as wc pursue geometry : but we shall let the 
heavenly bodies ♦alone, if it is d'ur design to bedome really 
acquainted with astronomy, ami b>i;that means to convert 
the natural intelligence of th/^sou? from a useless tinto a 
useful possession. ' 

The plan which you prescribe, said he, is, I am confi- 
dent, many times more laborious than tlie present mode 
»of studying astronomy. • 

Yes, I replied ; and I imagine we shall prescribe every 
thing else on the same scale, if we are to be of any use as 
legislators. But to proceed: what other science in point 
can you suggest ? 

I cannot suggest any, on such short notice. 

Well, motion, if I am not mistaken, admits of certainly 
more than one variety: a pcrfc6l enumeration of these 
varieties may perhaps be supplied by some learned philo- 
sopher. Those which are manifest to people like us are 
two in number. 

Pray what are they ? 

We have already described one ; the other is its coun- 
terpart. . 

What is that? 

It would seem, I replied, that our ears were intended to 
dctecfl harmonious movements, just as our eyes were in- 
tended to detc6l the motions of the heavenly bodies ; and 
that these constitute in a manner two sister sciences, as 
the Pythagoreans assert, and as we, Glaucon, are ready 
to grant. If not, what other course do we take? 

We take the course you mentioned first : we grant the 
fa(fl. 

Then, as the business promises to be a long one, we 
will consult the Pythagoreans upon this question, and per- 
haps upon some other questions too,— maintaining, mean- 
while, our own principle intadl. 

What principle do you mean ? 

Npver to let^ our pupils attempt to study any imperfe(fl 
branch o^, these sciences, or anything that ever fails to 
arrive ultimately at that point which all things ought to 
reach, as we said just noKv in treating of astronomy. For 
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you ca^j scarcely^bc ignorant that harmony also is treated 
just like astronolny in thi^ — that its professors, like the 53 
astronomers, are content to measure the notes and con- 
cords distinguished by the ear, one against another, and 
therefore toil without result. ^ ^ 

Yes, indeed, and thel^ m 5 ke themselve^ quite ridiculous. 
They talk about ‘ repetitions,’ and apply their ears closely, 
as if they were bent on cxt/'icling a note from their neigh-^ 
l^ours : and then one party* asserts that an intermediate 
sound can still Jpe detect led, which is the smallest interval, 
and ought to be the unit of measure ; while the other 
party contends tljaf now the sounds arc identical, — botb 
alike postponing their reason to their ears. 

1 see you are alluding to those good men who tease and 
torture the chords, and rack them upon the pegs. But 
nol to make the metaphor too long by enlarging upon the 
blows given by the pledlrum, and the pecvieilmcss, reserve 
and frowardness of the strings, I here abandon this style, 
and tell you that I do not mean these persons, 'but those 
whom we resolved but now to consult on the subjedl of 
harmony. For they aeft just like the astronomers ; that 
is, they investigate the numerical relations subsisting 
between these audible concords, but they refuse to apply 
themselvc!^ io problems, with the objecH of examining 
what nTimbers are, and what numbers arc not, consonant, 
and what is the reason of the difference. 

Why the work you describe would require faculties 
more than human. 

Call it, rather, a work useful in the search after the 
beautiful and the good, though useless if pursued with 
other ends. 

Yes, that is not unlikely. 

In addition to this, 1 continued, if the stfidy of all these 
sciences which we have enumerated, should ever bring us 
to their mutual association and relationship, and teach 
us the nature of the ties which bind them together, I 
believe that the diligent treatment of them will forward 
the objecfls which we have in viei^ and that the labour, 
which otherwise would be fruitless, .will be well bestowed. 

I have the same presentiment, Socrates.* But the.^ork 
you speak of is a very great one. 

Do^ou allude to the prelude^ I replied: or to what? 
Surely wc do not require to be reminded that all this is 

V 



258 THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO, [Book VII. 

but the prelude to the actual hymn, which we chave to 
learn ? For I presume you do not look upon the proficit nls 
in these studies as dialedlicians. 

No, indeed I do not; bating a very few exceptions that 
havc^ fallen in my way. 

But of course^ you do not suppose that persons unable 
to take a part in the discussion of hi'st principles, can be 
fi~said to know a particle of the^/liings which we afliri’n they 
ought to know. 

No, that again is not my opinion. 

532 Then, Glaucon, have vve not here the a 6 lual hymn, of 
<‘vhich diale(ftical reasoning is the consummation? This 
hymn, falling as it does within the domain of the intel- 
lect, can only be imitated by the faculty of sight ; which, 
as we said, strives to look steadily, first at material 
animals, then at the stars themselves, and last of all at 
the very sun kself. In the seime way, whenever a person 
strives, by the help of dialec^lic, to start ^ in pursuit of 
every reality by a simple process of reason, independent 
of all sensuous information,-- never flinching, until by an 
aeft of the pure intelligence he has grasped the real nature 
of good,— he arrives at the very end of the intellectual 
world, just as the last-mentioned person arri\’cd at the 
end of the visible world. 

Unquestionably. 

And this course you name dialectic, do you not? 

Certainly I do. 

On the other hand, the release of the prisoners from 
their chains, and their transition from the shadows of the 
images to the images themselves and to the light, and 
their ascent from the cavern into the sunshine ; — and, 
when there, the fact of their being able"' to look, not at 
the animals and vegetables and the sun’s light, but still 
only at their reflections in water, which are indeed divine 
and shadows of things real, instead of being shadows of 
images thrown by a light which may itself be called an 
image, when compared with the sun ; — these points, I say, 

* Reading St?, instead of dXV -qdr], 

^ .^dopting Ast’s reading opfi^v, instead of 6p/xa, and removing 
the comma after 

We read ddvvafxia The common reading is 

dSi fiXHeiu, which can scarcely be right. 
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find th'eir coiintYpart in all this pursuit of the above- 
mentioned arts, wnich possesses this power of elevating the 
noblest part of the soul, and advancing it towards the 
contemplation of that which is most excellent in the things 
that really exist, just as 411 the otlfer jase the clearest 
organ of the body was* furthered to the contemplation of 
that which is brightest in t^pe corporeal and visible region. 

For* myself, he replied, i%acccpt this statement. And** 
yet I must confess that 1 find it hard to accept ; though 
at the same time, looking ^it it in another way, 1 find it 
hard to deny. However, as the discussion of it need not 
be confined to the present occasion, but may be repeateef 
on many future occasions, let us assume the truth of your 
present theory, and so proceed to the hymn itself, and 
discuss it, as we have discussed the prelude. Tell us, 
the'Vcfore, what is the general charad;cr of the faculty of 
diale 6 lic, and into what specific parts it is* divided, and 
lastly what are its methods. For these methods will, in 
all likelihood, be the roads that lead to the very spot where 
we are to close our march, and rest from our journey. 

My dear (dlaucon, I replied, you would not be able to 533 
follow me further, though on viy part there should be no 
lack of willingness. You would no longer be looking at 
the sii^ilitwchi of that whereof we speak, but at the truth 
itself, in the shape in which it appears to me. Whether I 
am right or not, 1 dare not go so far as to decide positively : 
but 1 suppose 1 am warranted in affirming that we are 
not far wrong. 

Undoubtedly you are. 

And may 1 not also affirm, that the faculty of diale 6 lic 
can alone reveal the truth to one who is master of the 
sciences which we have just enumerated; ^nd that in no 
other way is such knowledge possible? 

Yes, on that point also you are warranted in speaking 
positively. 

At any rate, I continued, no one will contradidl us when 
we assert that there is no other^ method which attempts 
systematically to form a conception of the real nature of 
each individual thing. On the contrary, aU the arts, with 
a few exceptions, are wholly addressed to the opinions 

^ Reading with Ast and Stallbaitm, qvk dWri ri?, instead of 
dWrf ns. 

I"* -2 
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and wants of men, or else concern themselves ateout the 
producflion and composition of bodies, or the treatment of 
things which grow and are compounded. And as for these 
few exceptions, such as geometry and its accompanying 
scicr|ces, which, according to^ us, in some sip.all degree 
apprehend what is real, we find ^Jiat, though they may 
dream about real existence, ^hey^tannot behold it in a 
iu'waking state, so long as the^/lise hypotheses which they 
leave unexamined, and of which they can give no account. 
For when a peison assumes i a first principle which he 
does not know, on which unknown first principle depends 
“’She web of intermediate propositions,' and the final con- 
clusion, — by what possibility can such mere admissions 
ever constitute science? 

It is indeed impossible. 

Hence the dialec^lic method, and that alone, adopts the 
following comse. It carries back its h^^potheses to the 
very first principle of all, in order to establish them firmly ; 
and finding the eye of the soul absolutely buried in a 
swamp of barbarous ignorance, it gently draws and raises 
it upwards, employing as handmaids in tliis work of 
revolution the arts which we have discussed. These we 
have often called sciences, because it is customary to do 
so, but they require another name, betoke:i(hig greater 
clearness than opinion, but less distindlness than science. 
On some former occasion we fixed upon the term under- 
standing to express this mental process. But it appears 
to me to be no part of our business to dispute about a 
name, when M^e have proposed to ourselves the considera- 
tion of such important subje«fis. 

You are quite right, said he : we only want a name 
which when applied to a mental state shall indicate 
clearly what plYenomcna it describes. 

Indeed I am content, I proceeded, to call as before the 
534 first division science, the second understanding, the third 
belief, and the fourth conjecture, — the two latter jointly 
constituting opinion, and the two former intelligence. 
Opinion deals with t^e changing, intelligence with the 
real ; and as the real is to the changing, so is intelligence 
to opinion ; and as intelligence is to opinion, so is science 
to belief, ©and understanding to conjecture. But the 
analogy between the objqCls of these mental a.6\s, afld the 
twofold division of the provinces of opinion and of in- 
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telligenie, we Imd better omit, Glaucon, to prevent 
burdening ourselves with discussions far outnumbering 
all the former. 

Well, I certainly agree with you upon those other 
points, so Car as I can follo^v you. 

Do you also give thcltitle of Diale6lician to the person 
who takes thoughtful ?^coi^it of the essence of each thing? 
And w^ill you admit that, so’ijiir as a person has no such* 
account to give to himsc'lf and to others, so far he fails 
to exercise purcj'cason iiptm the subjec^l? 

Yes, I cannot doubt it, he replied. 

Then shall you •not also hold the same language con- 
cerning the good? Unless a person can stridlly define 
by a process of thought the essential Form of the Good, 
abstratled from everything else ; and unless he can fight 
his '’way as it were through all objecflions, studying to 
disprove them not l^y the rules of opinion, out by those 
of real existence ; and unless in all these cojifiidls he 
travels to his conclusion without making one false step 
in his train of thought, — unless he does all this, shall you 
not assert that he knows neither the essence of good, nor 
any other good thing; and that any phantom of it, which 
he may chance to apprehend, is the fruit of opinion and 
not of ^ieiv:« ; and that he dreams and sleeps away his 
present life, and never wakes on this side of that future 
world, in which he is doomed to sleep for ever? 

Yes, he said ; 1 shall most decidedly assert all this. 

Then certainly, if you ever had the a<flual training of 
those children of yours, whose nature and education you 
are theoretically superintending, I cannot suppose that 
you would allow them to be magistrates in the state with 
authority to decide the weightiest matters, ^whilc they arc 
as irrational as the strokes of a pen. 

No, indeed I should not. 

You will pass a law, no doubt, ordering- them to apply 
themselves especially to that education which will enable 
them to use the weapons of the diale<^lician most scien- 
tifically? 

I shall, with your help. 

Then does it not seem to you that dialc(^lic lies, •like 
a coping-stone, upon the top of the sciences, ^id that it 
would oe wrong to place any tother science above it, 
because the series is now complete ? 
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Yes, I believe you arc right, he replied 

Hence, 1 continued, it only remains for you to fix upon 
the persons to whom we are to assign these studies, and 
the principle of theinvdistributipn. 

That is evidently the case. 

Do you remember what kij^d of** persons we seledled, 
xi-^when we were choosing the i^^gistrates some time cigo.? 

Of course I do. 

Well, 1 Avould have you regard the qualities we men- 
tioned, as so far entitling their owners to be sele(Ted ; 
that is to say, we are bound to prefer the most steady, the 
most manful, and, as far as we can, the most comely. 
Hut in addition to this, besides requiring in them a noble 
and resolute moral nature, they must also possess such 
qualifications as are favourable to this system ofeducatmn. 

Pray which' do you determine these to be 

They inust bring with them a piercing eye for their 
studies, my excellent friend, and they must learn with 
case. For assuredly severe studies try the mettle of the 
mind much more than bodily exercises ; because the 
labour comes more home to it in the former case, as it is 
limited to the mind, instead of being shared by the body. 

True. « 

Then we must include in the objecfls of our search a 
good memory, a dauntless demeanour, and a thorough 
love of work. Else, how can you expec^f to induce a 
man to go through with his bodily labours, and to learn 
and praiTise so much besides ? 

No ; we can hold out no inducement to a man who 
does not possess talents of the highest order. 

At any rate, I continued, it is certain that the false 
view of philosophy which at present prevails, and the 
disrepute into which she has fallen, may be traced, as 1 
said before, to the fact, that people apply themselves to 
philosophy without any regard to their own demerits : 
whereas the study of her is the privilege of her genuine 
sons, to the exclusion ^ the baseborn. 

What do yo|i mean hy genuine ? 

ll^ the first place, he that would study her must not 
halt in his*Jove of work. He must not be half-laborious, 
and half-indolent, which- is the case when a man** loves 
exercise, and the chase, and all bodily toil, but dislikes 
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study, ^nd feels ^an aversion for listening and inquiring, 
and in fa61; hatefi all intellecffual labour. On the other 
hand, those people are equally halt whose love of work 
has taken the opposite form. 

What you say is perfecftly true. 

In the same way,Jmay we not affiifn that a sftul is 
crippled wuth referense to truth., if, while it hates voluntary 
falselx)od, and cannof encJ^'ie it in itself, and is exceed^ 
ingly indignant when othir people arc guilty of an 
untruth, it nevertheless cei^lmly accepts involuntary false- 
hood, and instead of being distressed when its lack of 
knowledge is detedied, is fain to wallow in ignorance witjj 
the complacency of a brutal hog? 

No doubt you are right. 

Above all, 1 proceeded, wc must watch the genuine and 
the baseborn on the side of temperance, fortitude, loftiness 
of mind, and all the separate virtues. Ifor whenever 
states or private persons have no eye for qualities like 
these, they unwittingly employ, as magistrates or as 
friends, men who are halt and illegitimate in one or other 
of these resperts. 

Unquestionably it is so. 

Mence we, on our side, must take every precaution in 
all matters, of this description. For, if we can procure 
pcreoits sSund in limb, and sound in mind, and train 
them up under the influence of these lofty studies and 
severe discipline, justice herself will find no fault with us, 
and we shall preserve our state and constitution ; whereas, 
if we sclcel pupils of a different stamp, our success will be 
turned into failure, and we shall draw down upon philo- 
sophy a still heavier storm of ridicule. 

That would be indeed a disgrace. 

It certainly would. But very likely I n^ade myself ridi- 
culous just this minute. 

How so ? he asked. 

I forgot, replied I, that we were not ^«rious, and spoke 
too earnestly, k'or, as 1 spoke, 1 looked towards Philo- 
sophy, and seeing her assailed with unmerited contumely, 

I was so indignant, and so an^y with those who are 
responsible for it, that I believe 1 expressed myself too 
seriously. ^ 

Nof indeed you did'not : at least, in listening, 1 did not 
think so. 
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Well, in speaking, it struck me that I did. But. to pro- 
ceed, let us not forget, that it will be impossible in this 
instance to seledl persons advanced in years, as we did in 
the former. For we must not be persuaded by Solon into 
thinking that a man, as he grows old, can lcd.rn many 
things. On the contrary, an old man can sooner run 
than learn ; and the wide range of severe labours must 
fall wholly on the young. 

Unquestionably so. 

Arithmetic, therefore, and geometry, and all the branches 
of that preliminary education which is to pave the way 
for dialedlic, must be taught our pupils in their child- 
hood ; — care being taken to convey instruction in such a 
shape as not to make it compulsory upon them to learn. 

Why so ? 

Because, I replied, no trace of slavery ought to mix 
with the studi'^s of the freeborn man. For the constrained 
performance of bodily labours does, it is true, exert no 
evil influence upon the body ; but in the case of the 
mind, no study, pursued under compulsion, remains 
rooted in the memory. 

That is true. 

537 Hence, my excellent friend, you must train the chil- 
dren to their studies in a playful manner, and without any 
air of constraint, with the further object of discerning 
more readily the natural bent of their respeflive characters. 

Your advice is reasonable. 

Do you remember our saying that the children must 
also be taken on horseback within sight of aCtual war ; 
and that, on any safe occasion, they must be brought into 
the field, and made to taste blood,, like young hounds ? 

I do remember it, be replied. 

Accordingly .re must make a seleCt list, including 
every one who has displayed remarkable self-possession 
in the midst of all these labours, studies, and dangers. 

At what age must that be donc.'^ 

As soon as they are released from the necessary bodily 
exercises, during which, whether they last two or three 
years, nothing ckse can be done. For weariness and 
sleep are enemies to study. And, besides, the behaviour 
of each in his exercises is one of the tests of character, 
and a very important one i^oo. 

Doubtless it is. 
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Aftcii this period, I continued, these choice charaders, 
seledlcd from thc^ rnnks of the young men of twenty, must 
receive higher honours than the rest ; and the detached 
sciences in which they were educated as children must be 
brought \^ithin the compass of a si^igle survey, to^shew 
the co-relation which Jxisfs between theSi, and the nature 
of real existence. ^ 

Certainly this is the only kind of instruction which wil4s 
be found abiding, when it has once effected an entrance. 

Yes, and it is also a most powerful criterion of the 
dialectic character. For according as a man can survey 
a subject as a whfi)lfe or not, he is, or is not, a dialeCticiaifc 

I agree with you. 

Hence it will be your duty to have an eye to those who 
shew* the greatest ability in these questions, and the 
greatest firmness, not only in study^ but also in war and 
the other branches of discipline : and when they are 
thirty years old and upwards, you must selcc'-t them out 
of the ranks of your picked men, and raise them to 
greater honours, and try them by the test of dialectic 
ability, in order to see who is able to divest himself of his 
eyes and his other senses, and advance in company with 
truth towards real existence. And here it is, my friend, 
that g^eat4:aution is recjuired. 

For what special reason? he inquired. 

Do you not perceive, 1 said, what an immense evil at 
present accompanies dialectic ? 

Pray what is it ? 

Insubordination, I replied, with which I believe dialec- 
ticians to be tainted. 

Indeed you are right. 

Are you at all surprised at the faCf, and do you make 
no allowance for the persons in question ? • 

Pray explain yourself. 

By way of parallel case, figure to yourself a supposititious 
child, brought up in the midst of greaf wealth, and ex- 
tensive connexions of high family, and surrounded by 538 
flatterers ; and suppose him, on arriving at manhood, to 
learn that his alle*gcd parents are not his real parents, 
though he cannot discover the latter, tan you guess 
what would be his bdiaviour towards his flaiterers and 
towards his spurious parents, f^st while he was ignorant 
of the facY of his substitution, and secondly when he 
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became aware of it ? or would you like todisten to py own 
conjectures ? 

I should, he replied. 

Well, 1 suspet:l that, so long as he is ignorant of the 
truth^ he will honoiu*, his father and his mothejr and his 
other apparent relations, more ihar, his flatterers ; and that 
he will not allow the former to want* anything so quickly 
as the latter; and that he will oe more likely to be guilty 
of insubordiiiation in word oi deed and of disobedience in 
important things towards his flatterers, than towards his 
supposed yjarents. 

I'robably he will. 

On the other hand, I suspecfl that, after he has learned 
the truth, his esteem and regard for his parents will be 
diminished, while his respecH for his tlatterers will Idc 
heightened, to whom he will now listen very much more 
than before, and proceed to live as they w'ould have him 
live, associating with them undisguisedly, and wholly 
abandoning all concern for that fiClitious father, and those 
pretended relations, unless his disposition is remarkably 
good. 

Your description is perfectly true to nature. But bow 
docs this comparison bear upon those who apply them- 
selves to dialcc^lic? 

I will tell you. We have, I believe, from childhood' de- 
cided opinions about things just and beautiful ; and we 
have been bred up to obey and honour these opinions, just 
as we have grown up in submission to our parents. 

True. 

Now these opinions are combated by certain pleasurable 
pursuits, which flatter our soul and try to draw it over to 
their side ; though they fail to persuade us, if we are at 
all virtuous ; in which case, we honour those ancestral 
opinions, and continue loyal to them. 

True. 

Well, but when such a person is met by the question, 
what is beauty? — and having given the answer, which he 
used to hear from the legislator, is confuted by the 
dialedlic process ; and when frequent and various defeats 
have forced him to believe that there is as much deformity 
as beauty dn what he calls beauty, and that justice, 
goodness, and all the things, which he used to honour 
most, are in the like predicament, - how do you think he 
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will bcUave thciiceforth towards his old opinions, so far as 
respecff and obedkaice are concerned? 

Of course he will not pay them the same respc^l or the 
same obedience as before. 

And SQjlong as he neitjier honoiys nor acknowi^edges 
his former belief, as h' used to do, while* at the same time 
he fails to discover tffy truy principles, is not tliat flattering 539 
life the only one to whicn, he will be likely to attack, 
himself? ^ 

It is. 

In other words, he will appear, 1 suppose, to have 
abandoned his loyidty, and to have become lawless. 

There cannot be a doubt of it. 

Well now, is not this a condition of the students of 
dialectic a natural one, and, as J said just now, docs it not 
deserve to be treated with great forbearance ? 

Yes, and with pity too, he replied. 

Then in order that you may not have to feel this pity 
for those men of thirty, must you not use every precaution 
in introducing them to diale(fUc ? 

Certainly. 

And will it not be one great precaution to forbid their 
meddling with it while young? For 1 suppose you have 
noticejJ, t^s^t whenever boys taste clialetTic for the first 
time, they pervert it into an amusement, and always 
employ it for purposes of contradiction, and imitate in 
their own persons the artifices of those who study refuta- 
tion, — delighting, like puppies, in pulling and tearing to 
pieces with logic any one who comes near them. 

They do, to an extravagant extent. 

Hence, when they have experienced many triumphs 
and many defeats, they fall, quickly and vehemently, into 
an utter disbelief of their former sentiments : and thereby 
both they and the whole cause of philosophy have been 
])rejudiced in the eyes of the world. 

That is perfcc^lly true. 

The man of more advanced years, on the contrary, will 
not suffer himself to be led away.by such madness ; but 
will imitate those who arc resolved* to discuss and examine 
truth, rather than those who play at contradidfiqp for 
amusement; and, as a consequence of his superior 
cliserdion, will increase, inst'^ad of diminishing, the 
general respefb for the pursuit. 
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You are right. 

Again ; were vve not studying precalition throughout, 
when we said some time back, that the charadlers, which 
are to be initiated into dialedlic, must be stable and 
orderly, in opposj^tioir to the pr^^ent. system, wh/ch allows 
anybody, however unfit, to enter the field ? 

Certainly we were. ^ r' 

’■ Would it suffice, then, for die acquisition of dialedic, 
that a man should continue constantly and strenuously 
devoted to the study, — resigniirg every other pursuit for 
it, just as, in its turn, he resigned everything for gym- 
nastic,— during a period twice as long as that which he 
bestowed on his bodily exercises ? 

Do you mean six years, or four? 

It does not matter much, 1 replied ; say five. After this 
you will have to send them down again into the cavtirn 
we described, ^nd compel them to take commands in war, 
and to hold such offices as befit young men, that they may 
also keep up with their neighbours in praeflical address. 

540 And here again you must put them to the test, to sec whe- 
ther they will continue steadfast notwithstanding every se- 
diuflion, or whether possibly they may be a little shaken. 

And how long a time do you assign for this? 

Fifteen years, 1 replied. Then, as soon 'ar they are 
fifty years old, those who have passed safely through all 
temptations, and who have won every distinction in every 
branch whether of action or of science, must be forthwith 
introduced to their final task, and must be constrained to 
lift up the eye of the soul, and fix it upon that which gives 
light to all things ; and having surveyed the essence of 
good, they must tnke it as a pattern, to be copied in that 
work of regulating their country and their fellow-citizens 
and themselves,' which is to occupy each in turn during 
the rest of life ; — and though they are to pass most of their 
time in philosoplfical pursuits, yet each, when his turn 
comes, is to devote himself to the hard duties of public 
life, and hold office for their country’s sake, not as a 
desirable, but as an uravoidablc occupation ; and thus 
having trained np a constant supply of others like them- 
selvcc to fill their place as guardians of the state, they will 
depart and" take up their abode in the islands of th^: 
blessed. And the state v;ill put up monuments td^ their 
memory at the public expense, and offer sacrifices to 
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them, demigods, if the Pythian oracle will authorise it, 
or at least as higl^ly-favour«d and godlike men. 

Like a sculptor, Socrates, you have finished off the - 
leading men in a style of faultless beauty. 

Say leading women loo, ,Glaucon. % For do not suppose 
that my remarks were intended to appfy at all more to 
men than to women, ?p lor,g as wx can find women whose 
talent.^ are equal to the sitiu-^lion. 

You are right, he said, iV they are to share with the 
men in everythwig on a fc-jf^ting of equality, according to 
our account. 

Well then, do •y^u agree that our theory of the state 
and constitution is not a mere aspiration, but, though full 
of difficulties, capable of realization in one way, and only 
one, which, as we have said, requires that one, if not 
mcTi'e, of the true philosophers shall be invested with full 
authority in a state, and contemn the h(/nours of the 
present day, in the belief that they are mean and worth- 
less ; and that, deeply impressed with the supreme impor- 
tance of right and of the honours to be derived from it, 
and regarding justice as the highest and most binding of 
all obligations, he shall, as the special servant and admirer 
of Justice, carry out a thorough reform in his own state. 

Hov^is Umt to be done? 

Ail who are above ten years old in the city must be 
despatched into the country, and their children must be 541 
taken and bred up beyond the influence of that common 
charadfer, which their parents among others possess, in 
the manners and laws of the true philosophers, the nature 
of which we have described above ; and, tell me, will not 
this be the quickest and easiest way to enable a state and 
a constitution, such as we have represented, to establish 
itself and prosper, and at the same time fie a blessing to 
the nation in which it has taken root ? 

Yes, quite so, he replied: and I belie^ve, Socrates, you 
have stated correFlly the means that would be employed, 
if such a constitution were ever realized. 

And have we not .by this time eVseussed to satiety this 
state, and the individual that resembles i/? For I pre- 
sume it is also clear what sort of person we shall eypecfl 
him to be. . • 

It clear, he replied ; and present inquiry is, I be- 
lieve, concluded. 
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‘>43 y^RY well ; then we agree, Crlaucon, i|pon these points, — 
namely that, if the constitution of a statb is to be carried 
to perfection, it must recognize a community of women, 
a community of children, and of education in all its 
branches; and, in like manner, a community of pursuits 
in war and i^? peace ; and that its kings must be those 
who have shewn the greatest ability in philosophy and 
the greatest aptitude for war. 

Yes, we agree so far. 

In addition to this, we also admitted, that as soon as 
the rulers have established their position, they are to take 
the soldiers, and settle them in dwelling-places of a 
certain description ; in which, by our diredlion, no private 
rights are admitted, but which are the comificm p'^operty 
of all. And, besides determining the nature of their 
dwellings, we also determined, if you recolle6l, how far 
they were to be permitted to have anything, which they 
could call their own. 

Yes, he replied, I recollec^l: that we pronounced against 
their holding any such property as is commonly held at 
the present day, and decided that, in their capacity of 
trained soldier: and guardians, they ought to receive in 
return for their guardianship year by year from the other 
citizens the maintenance required by their position, and 
devote their attention to the whole state including them- 
selves. 

You arc right. But^ now that we have concluded this 
subjec^l;, let us recall tqhiind the point from which we di- 
verged, in order that we may resume our old route. 

Ynat wi^l not be difficult, he replied. You were talking 
pretty much as you are now doing, — giving us to ^ under- 
stand that you had finished the discussion of the com- 
monwealth, and saying that you applied the term ‘good^ 
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to such-, a state as you had then described, and to the man 
who resembled iu ; though, as it would seem, you had it 
in your power to tell us of a still more excellent state, and 
of a still more excellent man. At the same time, you 544 
declared that, if your sjtatCjwere rights all^ others mu^t be 
wrong. Of the remaining constitutions I remember you 
mentioned four prira^jpal , varieties, which you said it 
might "be worth while to consider, noticing their faults,"' 
aiul observing in their turn fne men who resemble them ; 
in order that, after viewiirg them all and agreeing as to 
the best and the worst man, we might examine whether, 
or not, the best isdiappiest, and the worst most wretched? 

And on my asking you to specify the four constitutions, 
to which you alluded, we were interrupted by l^olemarchus 
and Adcimantus ; and thereupon you took up the discus- 
sion which has brought you to this point. 

Your memory is perfe^lly correc^l. 

Then allow me to grapple with you, like a wrestler, in 
m)' old attitude ; and, when 1 repeat my former question, 
exert yourself to give me the answer which was then upon 
your lips, 

I will do my best, 1 replied. 

Well, it is my particular desire to be told what are the 
four copstiiirtions to which you referred. 

I 'shall find no difficulty in answering your question. 

The constitutions to which I allude, and to which in fadl 
special names have been given, are the following. First, 
wc have the constitution of Crete and Sparta, which has 
the general voice in its favour. Second in order, as in 
estimation, stands oligarchy, as it is called, a common- 
wealth fraught with many evils. 'I'hen comes democracy, 
which is the adversary and successor of oligarchy ; and, 
finally, that glorious thing, despotism, which differs from 
all the preceding, and constitutes the fourth and worst 
disease of a state. I suppose you canno^ tell me of any 
other form of polity, which stands conspicuously by itself 
in kind? For 1 believe we may regard as minor links in 
the series just given,, all principal it'As and purchased sove- 
reignties and similar constitutions, ‘which y/e to be found 
fully as often among the barbarians as among the Gr..cks. 

Yes, we certainly hear of many strange instances of them. 

Now are you aware that the varieties of human charadler 
and the varieties of exi.sting constitutions must be cxu(^fly 
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equal in point of number? Or do you imagine that con- 
stitutions grow upon a tree or, rock, inj^lead of springing 
out of the moral dispositions of the members of each state, 
^pcording as this or that disposition turns the scale as it 
were,r and drags pve»ything elsy in its wake ? 

I believe the latter to be their sole origin. 

Consequently if there are five^varij^cies of commonwealth, 
Iherc must be also five varjeties of mental const'itution 
among individuals. 

Certainly. t 

We have already discussed the man who resembles 
c^ristocracy, whom we rightly affirm tef be both good and 
just. 

We have. 

Then must we proceed to describe those inferior men, 
to wit, the contentious and ambitious man, answering to 
the Spartan 'constitution ; and likewise the oligarchical, 
and the democratical, and the despotic man ; in order that 
we may get a view of the most unjust man, and contrast 
him with the most just ; and so may complete our inquiry 
into the respc(!^.l:ive merits of pure justice and pure injustice, 
so far as the happiness or misery of their possessors is 
concerned : in order that we may either listen to Thrasy- 
machus and pursue injustice, or yield to th^ argument 
which is coming into view, and follow after justice r '■ 

We ought by all means so to do. 

Well then, as our pracftice from the first has been to 
examine moral chara(^leri sties in the state prior to doing 
so in the individual, because such a method conduces to 
greater clearness ; so, if you please, we will begin on the 
present occasion by examining the ambitious constitution 
— (I do not know of any other name in use ; we must call 
it Timocracy, or Timarchy) — and, with this in sight, we 
will proceed to examine the ambitious man, and then go 
on to oligarchy ^nd the oligarchical man ; and next, after 
looking at democracy, we will contemplate the democra- 
tical man ; and lastly, we will enter into a city which is 
governed by a despot tj.nd observe it, and then look into 
the soul whigji -is its counterpart, and so endeavour to 
beoyime competent judges of the question proposed. 

There v.-ould at least be sound reason in such a method 
of observing and deciding. ^ 

Come then, I proceedeci, let us endeavour to describe 
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how tiipocracy will grow out of aristocracy. May we not 
lay down the rale, that , changes in any constitution 
originate, without exception, in the governing body, and 
only when that body becomes the seat of dissensions? 
For, so Ipng as it continues unanimous, it cannpt be 
shaken, though it be very insignificant in^oint of numbers. 

Yes, that is true. •, ^ 

Th(5n pray, Glaucon, how will our slate be shaken, ansi, 
in what way will division.^ arise either between the 
auxiliaries and the magisti-ates, or in these bodies them- 
selves? Would you have us pray to the Muses, like 
Homer, to tell us„ ‘ How first division entered and woulil 
you have us describe them as talking in tragic, high-flown 
style, playing with us as children, and jesting, while they 
pretend to speak seriously ? 

What will their answer be ? 

Something to this effet^l:- It is indeed difficult for a 
state, thus constituted, to be shaken. But since everything 
that has come into being must one day perisb, even a 
system like ours will not endure for all time, but must 
suffer dissolution. The dissolution will be as follows; 
Not only the vegetable, but also the animal kingdom, is 
liable to alternations of fertility and barrenness, mental 
and bodilii;*and these alternations are coincident with 
certfdn cyclical revolutions, which vary in each case in 
length according to the length of life of the particular 
thing. Now, as touching the fruitfulness and barrenness 
of your own race, though the persons, whom you have 
trained to be governors of the state, arc men of wisdom ; 
yet, in despite of all observation and calculation, they 
will miss the propitious time. It will give them the slip, 
and they will beget children on wrong occasions. Now 
the cycle of a divine race is contained in a perfe(5l 
number^; but the cycle of a human race is expressed by 

^ ton y€vifr]T(^ We have not attempted to 

translate the mathematical passage that follows, because we 
found it wholly impossible to do so. The solutions proposed do 
not seem satisfactory. We venture to suggest the following 
partial solutions as probable : Av^'^aeis^dupdfiepa'. re kclI ^vvanrev- 
ofjLepai, 'The product of the root multiplied by its square,’ or, 

2 X 2'-^ 3 , 3 X 3^ — 2 7. T^elfs diroirrdcreiSj rirrapas 6'povs Xa^oicrai, 
'Having received three times the middle terms, and four times 
the extremes.’ Thus, 2, 8, 3, 27 are the extremes; 4 and q arc 

18 
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a geometrical number, on which depends the ^ood or 
bad quality of the births. And whei!^ your guardians, 
from ignorance of this, arrange unseasonable marriages, 
the children of such marriages will not be well-endowed 
or fprtunate. Thcfbest of t^iem.jwill be csti^blished in 
power by their ^predecessors ; but nevertheless they will 
be unworthy of it ; and having cntp'ed upon the fun^lions 
''of their fathers, they will first of all begin to slighr us, in 
defiance of their duties as guardians, and underrate music 
first, and then gymnastic, 'l^hiis your , young men will 
grow up worse educated ; and, in consequence of this, 
547 'magistrates will take office who will 'fiyi in their duty of 
discriminating Hesiod’s races and yours, that is to say the 
golden and s-ilver and brazen and iron. And this mixture 
of iron with silver and of brass with gold will breed in- 
equality and incongruous irregularity; and, wherever 
these take rdbt, their growth always produces enmity and 
war. So that we may positively assert that the rise of 
such a generation will invariably be marked by divisions. 

Yes, and we shall allow that the answer of the Muses is 
the right one. 

How could it be otherwise, when the Muses speak 

And what do the Muses say next? he asked. 

As soon as a division had arisen, the two*p|irtics w'ould 
be likely to diverge rapidly,— the races of iron and brass 
inclining to money-making and the acquisition of land 
and houses, of silver and gold; while the other two richly- 
endowed races would, in the absence of all poverty, turn 
their minds to virtue and the ancient constitution of things. 
But the violence of their mutual contentions would induce 
the two parties to come to an agreement, on the under- 
standing that they should divide and appropriate the land 
and houses, and enslave their formerly free wards, friends. 


the middle term?, d'herefore we have, 8 -f 32+12+108= i6o, 
and 12+27 -39. Adding in 8 and 27 from above, 160+39+27 
+ 8 = 234. *^if^iTriTpiTOSTrv 0 jX 7 }v~ lx2^^^.r=t^]2. lle/uLird^L (Tv^vyels, 
312+5 = 317: rpls av^TjS^is, 317x3=951. - The ‘two harmonies’ 
are represented by a square, {r-qv p.kv tarju laaKLs) 9, which 
mukiplied by 100 {^Karop TocravrdKis) gives 900 ; and by a 
recflangula*!' paralleh.)gram, of which one side is represented by 
3 plv rfi), the oth^r by 17 {7rpop,i/)K7}), because 3x17 = 51. 

The meaning of the remainder we cannot even guess at. 
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and ma^tainers, from thenceforth to be licld as an inferior 
tribe and as servants, and apply themselves to war and 
their own protedlion. 

1 believe you have described corrcdlly the passage to 
timocracy. ’ r , 

I'hcn will not this constitution be a kind of mean be- 
tweei\ aristocracy and bligarchy ? 

AssuVedly it will. 

Such being the passage, bow will the state in question 
conduct itself after the change? Is it not obvious that, 
being a mean between its former constitution and oligarchy.^ 
it will imitate partly the one, and partly the other, besides 
having some peculiarities of its own ? 

Precisely so. 

Then, in the rcspcCl which the warrior class will pay to 
the magistrates, and in the abstinence of that class from 
agriculture, heindicrafts, and all other pursuits of gain, and 
in the establi.shmcnt of jiublic messes, and devotion to 
gymnastic and the training which war requires,- -in all 
such points it will imitate the former constitution, will it not ? 

It will. 

but in its fear of installing the wise in office, because the 
wise men ir its possession are no longer men of sufficiently 
simple and sterling stuff, but of compound nature, and in 
its degenerate inclination towards men of spirit and of a 
narrower character, with a greater turn for war than for 
peace, and in the value which it set upon the arts and 548 
stratagems which war calls out, and in the incessant hos- 
tilities which it carries on, in most of these points it will 
have a charaefter of its own, will it not ? 

It will. 

Again, I continued, such persons will, like the members 
of oligarchies, be covetous of wealth, and will have a pas- 
sionate but concealed regard for gold and silver, from the 
fa^l of their owning storehouses and private treasuries, in 
which they can deposit and secrete their riches, and also 
walled houses, which are verily priv'^te nests, wherein they 
may spend with a lavish hand on wives or any other 
obje6l that may please them. 

Most true, he said. 

Hence, while their covetous nature makes them prodigal 
of other people’s money, they will at the same time be [lar- 

18— .2 
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simonious of their own, because they -value it ^nd have 
to conceal the possession of it ; and they will enjoy their 
pleasures in secret, shunning the law as boys shun their 
father, because they have been trained not by persuasion 
but, by force, inasmv»ch as they^hav^ slighted th^^. true muse, 
that goes hand’ in hand with profound philosophical in- 
quiry, and have honoured gy^iinas^tic above music. 

You are certainly describing a constitution which is a 
compound of good and cvil.^ 

Yes, it is a compound, 1 replied ; but, .owing to the pre- 
ponderance of the spirited clement, there is one thing in 
’ particular which it exhibits in the clearest colours, and 
that is party- spirit and the love of distin6fion. 

Yes, decidedly it docs. 

Such, then, will be the origin, and such, or nearly such, 
the charadfer of this constitution, if we are satisfied to 
sketch a theoretical outline of its form, without perfecflly 
elaborating it, which we need not do, because wc can dis- 
tinguish sufficiently even from such a sketch the most just 
and the most unjust man, and because it is a work of hope- 
less length to discuss without any omission every constitu- 
tion and every characflcr. 

You are right, he said. 

Who then is the man that answers to this constitution i 
what is his origin, and what his characflcr 

I imagine, said Adeimantus, that, as a man of party-spirit, 
he must rather closely resemble our friend Glaucon. 

Perhaps so, I replied, as a party-man; but in the follow- 
ing points 1 do not think that his nature and Glaucon’s 
correspond. 

What are these points.^ 

He must be more selfwilled than Glaucon, and rather 
less fond of literature : still he must be studious, and fond 
549 of listening, buf no speaker. A person of this characflcr 
will not despise slaves, like the perfccflly educated man, 
though he will behave harshly to them and at the same 
time gently to the fre^.-born. He will also be exceedingly 
obedient to tjie magistrates, with a passion for distineflion 
and- command, to which he lays claim not on the ground 
of oratory or any thing of the kind, but on the ground of 
deeds of arms and expioits congenial to war, demoted as 
he is to bodily exercise at\.d field-sports. 
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True, ,his is the characfler of the corresponding common- 
wealth. 

In addition to this, will not such a person in his younger 
days despise wealth? but, as he grows older, will he not 
be always paying it me .*e r spec^:!, becaus'^ he has a touch 
of the nature of the money-lover, and because his virtue 
is not free from blemis’:, ov ing to his having parted from 
the best guardian? 

Who is that guardian? asked Adeimantus. 

Rational inquiry, I replied, blended with music ; for this 
alone by its presence and indwelling can preserve its owner 
in the possession of life-long virtue. 

It is well said. 

Such we find to be the character of the timocratic young 
man^ who resembles the timocratic state. 

Very true. 

Again, his origin, I proceeded, may be traced as follows. 
He is the youthful son of an e.xcellent father, who living, 
as is not uncommon, in a city where the constitution is 
defe(^:l:ive, avoids horiours and offices and litigation and all 
similar marks of a restless spirit, and is willing to suffer 
loss rather than get into trouble. 

Pray describe the formation of such a charad\er. 

It dates from the time when the son listens to his 
mother\s complaint, who is looked down upon by the 
other women, because her husband is not a member of the 
government, and who also sees that he does not concern 
himself much about money, and will not fight and rail as 
a litigant in the law-courts or in the public assemblies, to 
all which things he exhibits great indifference; and who 
further perceives that he is always inwardly refle<fling, and 
that he pays no great respecT to herself, though he offers 
her no disrespeeft: for all which reasons she is vexed, and 
tells her son that his father is nothing of a man and culpa- 
bly inaeflive, not to mention all the other choice expressions 
which women are in the habit of lavishing on such men. 

Ay, said Adeimantus, they have indeed plenty to say 
that is quite in keeping with their o./n chara(fl;er. 

And no doubt you are aware, 1 contiimed, that the 
servants also of such persons — servants who seem to h.vVe 
their masters’ interests at heart — do sometimes privately 
make similar observations to the sons ; and that, if they 
see a man in debt to the father, or wronging him in any 



278 THE REPUBLIC OF /Y..r/U [Book VlII. 

55 other way, and no proceedings taken against 1' iin, they 
exhort the son, when he is grown up, to take revenge on 
all such people, and be more of a man than his father. 
Likewise, when the son goes abroad, he hears and sees 
other instances of the same thii g. He heais the quiet 
and iinmcddlesome called simpletons in the city, and sees 
that they are held in small es*eeir ; while the busy bodies 
arc honoured and commended. Thereupon the young 
man, hearing and seeing all this, and on the other haiul 
listening to his fathers conxersation aad narrowly ex- 
amining his pursuits side by side with those of other men, 
is pulled two ways by two inllucnces. On the one hand 
his father is watering and nursing the rational element in 
his soul, and on the other hand every one else is watering 
and nursing the appetitive and the spirited clement of his 
natuT'c ; and because, though his disposition is not that of 
a bad man, lie nevertheless has mixed in the bad society 
of others, he is drawn by these combined influences into a 
middle ground, where he delivers up the government of 
himself to that middle clement which is hot-tempered and 
contentious, and turns out a highspirited, ambitious man. 

It appears to me, said he, that you have exactly described 
the prodiK^lion of such a chara(I:ler. 

I'hen we arc in possession of the second consdtution, 
and the second man. 

We are. 

Must we not then, to use the words of yEschylus, proceed 
to describe 

‘ Another man matclicil with anotlier stale’? 

Or rather, according to our plan, must we not begin with 
the state? 

By all means, he replied. 

Well: 1 think that the constitution which comes next in 
order will be oligarchy. 

Pray what kind of constitution do you mean by an 
oligarchy? 

A constitution grounded upon a property qualification, 
1 replied, in which the wealthy rule, while the poor have 
no part in the government. 

I understand. 
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OuglU we not l*o describe the first steps in the transition 
from timarchy to ©ligarchy J 

We ought. 

Well, no doubt even a blind man could find out how the 
transition's brought aiioiit. 

How? 

It is the influx of gC»J[d iiito those private treasuries that 
ruins the constitution just described. For the first resiiU 
of this is that the owners invent ways of spending their 
money, and pervert the la\ys with that intent, and disobey 
them in their own persons, and in the persons of their 
wives. • • 

It would be strange if they did not. 

They then proceed, if 1 am not mistaken, to eye one 
another with jealous looks, and to enter upon a course of 
rivalry, which stamps the same character on the general 
body of which they are members. 

It is what we might expeCt. 

And thenceforth they press forward on tlvc path of 
money-getting, losing their esteem for virtue in proportion 
as the esteem for wealth grows upon them. For can you 
deny that there is such a gulf between wealth and virtue, 
that, when weighed as it were in the two scales of a balance, 
one of^he 4;wo always falls, as the other rises ? 

That is quite true. 

Consequently when wealth and the wealthy are honoured 
in a state, virtue and the virtuous sink in estimation. 

Obviously. 

And what is honoured at any time is pra6lised, and what 
is dishonoured is negledled. 

True. 

Hence, instead of being contentious and ambitious, such 
persons end by becoming lovers of gain anW covetous ; and 
while they commend and admire and confer office upon 
the wealthy, tliey despise the poor. 

Assuredly they do. 

So that at length they pass a law, which is the essence 
of an oligarchical constitution, b}^ which they agree upon 
a certain sum, which is larger or smaller according to the 
strength of the oligarchical principle, and torbid any .^hare 
in the government to. those who have not pr^peity up to 
the stipulated amount. And tht^y bring about these mea- 
sures by violence with arms in their hands, if they have 
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not previously succeeded in establishing the prp])osed 
constitution by the alarm which they have inspired/ Or 
am I wrong? 

No, you are right. 

And tliis, in a word, is the cs^^pbli ,d\incnt of oligarchy. 

True: but pray what is the character of the constitution, 
and what arc the faults which we atoibuted to it? 

Its first fault, I answered, lies in the very nature of its 
essential law. For consider what would be the result, if 
we ele<!:led our pilots on this pri'jciple of a property quali- 
fication, — refusing the post to the poor man, though he 
V ere a iDctter pilot. 

We should make sad work with the voyage, he replied. 

Does not this apply to any management of anything else 
whatever'^ ? 

Yes, I think so. 

Do you except a state? I asked ; or do you include it? 

I include it most especially, he replied, in consideration 
of the superior difficulty and importance of its management. 

Then here is one of the faults of oligarchy, and that a 
grievous one. 

ICvidently. 

Again : is the following fault at all less grievous than 
the first ? 

What is it ? 

Why, that such a city must necessarily lose its unity 
and become two cities, one comprising the rich, and the 
other the poor ; who reside together on the same ground, 
and are always plotting against one another. 

Why this fault, I am sure, is quite as bad as the former. 

Once again : it is certainly not a commendable thing 
that they should be incapable (as they probably will be) of 
^waging any war ; — the fa6l being that, if they arm and 
employ the populace, they cannot help dreading them more 
than the enemy ; \vjiereas, if they hesitate to employ them, 
they must appear veritable oligarchs in the acflual battle ; 
to which we must add that tlieir love of money renders 
them unwilling to pay war-taxes. 

You are right 

52 Again ; to return to a point against which we were in- 
veighing seme time ago, — do you think it right that the 
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same persons should be engaged at the same time in the 
varioLis^occupatio/is of agricailture, trade, and war, — wliich 
is the case under such a constitution ? 

No : there is nothing to be said for it. 

Now, consider wh^thej^ the folloswin|r evil, whiph is 
greater than all the others, is not admitted by this con- 
stitution, and by nond.jOf tl^e preceding. 

Wh“at is it.^ * 

1 allude to the practice of Allowing one person to sell all 
his property, and another V) acquire it, — the former owner 
living in the city without being a recognised portion of the 
state, either as t<*a*der, artisan, trooper, or foot-soldicr45 
but described as a destitute man, and a pauper. 

None of the preceding constitutions admitted such a 
pra(^licc. 

To say the least, such a casualty is not prohibited in 
cities whose constitution is oligarchical. -Otherwise it 
would be impossible for some persons to be extravagantly 
rich, while others arc utter paupers. 

True. 

Let me ask you to examine another point. At the time 
when such a man was spending money in his wealthy days, 
was he one whit more useful to the state for the pur- 
poses ^hi^h* we were just now specifying.^ Or was it the 
case* that though he seemed to be one of the government, 
he was really neither governor nor servant of the state, but 
only a consumer of its resources ? 

The latter is the true account, he replied. He seemed 
what you say ; but he was really only a consumer. 

'fhen would you have us assert that, as the drone grows 
up in the hive to be the plague of the bees, so also does such 
a man grow up as a drone in his house, to be the plague 
of the state ? ' 

Undoubtedly, Socrates, he docs. 

And is it not true, Adeimantus, that, though God has 
provided none of the flying drones with stings, he has 
made only sornc of these walking drones stingless, while to 
some he has given .formidable stings ? and that while the 
stinglcss ones end in an old age of beggary, the stinging 
drones, on the contrary, furnish out of their ranks all , who 
bear the name of criminals 

It is^ most true. 

It is quite clear then, that, 'vv'henever you see beggars in 
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a city, you may be certain that in the -same place lurk 
thieves, cutpurses, temple-robbers, and the instrunients of 
,all similar crimes. 

True. 

W^ll, and in oligarchical staters d(j, you not seti beggars? 

Yes, he said ; almost all are beggars except the governors. 

Then is it, or is it not, our opini.0n, that there arc also 
n.any evil doers in such states, armed with stings, whom 
the magistrates arc careful to keep down by main force ? 

Certainly it is our opinion. , 

Then shall we not assert that the cause which produces 
Sdch persons therein is want of education, and bad train- 
ing, and a bad condition of the commonwealth ? 

Yes, wc shall. 

Well then, this, or something like it, will be the charac- 
ter of a state governed by an oligarchy ; and it will con- 
tain quite as many evils, if not more. 

You are near the mark, he said. 

Then let us close our account here of this common- 
wealth which is called oligarchy, and which takes its 
governors by a property qualification ; and let us pro- 
ceed to examine how the man who resembles it grows up, 
and what he is when he has grown up. 

By all means let us do so. , 

Tell me then, —is the transition from the timocratic man, 
whom we have described, to the oligarchical, effecfled thus, 
or nearly thus ? 

H ow ? 

The timocratic man has a son, who at first emulates his 
father and follows his steps ; and then suddenly secs him 
founder on the state as on a sunken rock, and his property 
and his person thrown overboard,- -sees him, after com- 
manding his country’s armies or holding some other high 
office, brought to trial, damaged by lying informers, and 
either put to death, or banished, or disfranchised, and all 
his substance taken from him. 

All this might very well happen, he replied. 

Well, my friend, the instant the son has seen and felt 
this, and lost his property, he becomes alarmed, 1 suppose, 
and thrusts ambition and that high-spirited element head- 
foremost from the throne of his heart ; and being humbled 
by poverty he turns to money-getting, makes meari and 
petty savings, and by workipg hard accumulates wealth. 
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Do yct.i not thiiMc that such a person does then instal on 
that tlWne the appetitive and covetous element, and make 
of it an eastern monarch within himself, adorning it withi 
diadem and collar, and girding the scimitar by its side? 

1 do, l?c answered. ^ , 

But the rational and the high-spirited elements, J think, 
he sets down on thd*groi\nd below it, on this side and on 
that,*as subjecTts and slaves, — forbidding the former to in- 
vestigate or reason about dhything, save how to multiply 
riches, and for^^idding thv" latter to admire or esteem any- 
thing save wealth and the wealthy, or to be ambitious after 
a single object savd the acquisition of riches, and whatevvcr 
else may conduce to this. 

'Fherc can be no other transformation of an ambitious 
into a covetous young man so speedy and so thorough. 

‘Then tell me, is such a person oligarchical ? 

Well, at any rate the man from whom he is by trans- 
formation derived, resembled the constitution which was 
the antecedent of oligarchy. 

Let us examine whether he will resemble oligarchy. 

Yes, let us. 

Well then, first of all, will he not resemble oligarchy in 
setting the highest value on riches ? 

Ascureil5^ he will. 

And also in the fadl that he is parsimonious and hard- 
working, satisfying only his necessary appetites, and refus- 
ing himself all other expences, and subjugating his other 
desires as idle. 

Exa(flly so. 

In othci words, he is a sordid man, making a profit out 
of every thing, and given lo hoarding : one of those persons 
who are positively commended by the great body of men. 
Or am I wrong in supposing that such will be the man 
who resembles the constitution we have Just described? 

If you ask me, 1 think you are right. At any rate, the 
oligarchical state, as well as the person under discussion, 
values money above every thing. 

The reason being, I believe, tiuit such a man has taken 
no pains with his education. 

1 fancy he has not : else he would not ha\’e appointee,!, nor 
woul^ he so highly honour, a blind leader of <xhe chorus. 

Very true. And now let me d-sk you to consider whether 
we must not assert that drqne-likc appetites, which arc 
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either beggarly or criminal, grow up in him owingj to his 
want of education, and that these appeiites are forcibly 
^held down by other prudential considerations. 

Certainly we must assert it. 

And do you know c.vherc yoUt-mu.<t look in order to see 
their evil deeds 

Where 

A^ou must look to occasions where they are guardians of 
orphans, and to any similar accidents which put it com- 
pletely in their power to unjustly. 

True. 

^Thcn is it not clear from this, that in his other contra<5ls, 
in which his apparent Justice secures him a good name, 
such a person is holding down by a kind of constrained 
moderation a class of evil appetites that arc within him, 
which he does not tame by reason, or convince that it 
would be wron,^ to gratify them, but which circumstances 
and his own apprehensions teach him to suppress, because 
he trembles for the rest of his substance? 

Yes, it is ciiiite clear. 

Indeed, my friend, I am quite sure that, when these 
people have to spend what is not their own, you will find 
that most of them possess the appetites akin to the drone. 

Most decidedly they do. * ' * . 

Hence such a person, far from being at peace witliin 
himself, will be a double-minded, not a single-minded, 
man : though he will generally find his lower appetites 
vanquished by his higher. 

True. 

And for these reasons, I think, such a person will pre- 
555 sent abetter outside than many; but the genuine virtue 
of a soul attuned to concord and harmony will fly some' 
where far away from him. 

So 1 think. 

And no doubt thp. parsimonious man makes a miserable 
rival as a private citizen, when a prize or any other honour- 
able distinclion is contested; for he will not spend money to 
win himself renown in sudi matches, from fear of exciting 
his expensive appetites by inviting them to share in the 
struggle and the rivalry; so that in fa(fl he follows the 
praClice of aia oligarchy in employing only some few J^arts 
of himself in his wars, andfin most cases spares his purse 
and submits to defeat. 
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Exadlly so. , 

Thvji are we .still incredulous, I asked, as to the simi- 
larity and correspondence subsisting between the oligarchi- 
cal state and the parsimonious money-hunter? 

Not all, he ansxycred. 

And now we must-procecd, I should su])pose, to examine 
in what way democracy arises, and what is its character 
when it has arisen; in ord-,>r that once again we may dis- 
cover the chjy'ac^tcr of the corresponding man, and place 
him by our side for jiulgment. 

Yes, if wewould acdconsistently, we must take thatcourse. 

Is not the transition from oligarchy to democracy brought 
about by an intemperate craving for extravagant wealth, 
which is publicly acknowledged to be the greatest of bless- 
ings, and the attainment of which is considered a duty, — 
the transition itself taking the following fo’'m? 

Pray describe it. 

Since the power of the rulers in an oligarchical state is, 
I believe, wholly due to their great wealth, they arc un- 
willing to put the licentious young men of their time un- 
der restraint, to the extent of rendering it illegal for them 
to run through their property ; because they hope, by pur- 
chasing the possessions of such persons, and by lending 
money to them, to make themselves still richer and more 
honoured. 

Most unquestionably. 

And is it not manifest by this time, that it is impossible 
for the citizens of a state to honour wealth, and at the 
same time acquire a proper amount of temperance; because 
they cannot avoid neglecfling either the one or the other ? 

* It is pretty well manifest, lie replied. 

Hence the rulers in such states, by their reckless admis- 
sion of unrestrained licence, not unfrcquently compel men 
of noble birth to become poor. 

Yes, that they do. 

And the persons thus impoverished lurk, I should sup- 
pose, in the city, harnessed and armed with stings, — 
some owing debts, and others clisfranchised, and others 
labouring under both misfortunes, — hating and plotting 
against the new owners of their property, and against all 
who are better off than thems, elves, and enamoured of re- 
volution. 
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True. 

These capitalists, on the otli,er hand, keep prying after 
Jheir o\yn interests, and apparently do not see their ene- 
mies ; and, whenever one of the remainder yields them 
opportunity, they wc^,ind him by infusing their poisonous 
money, and thenh'ceover intere*st many times as great as 
the parent sum, and thus make the drone and the beggar 
multiply in the state. ^ * 

Yes, that they do. 

And they cannot make up thep* minds to^ extinguish this 
great evil, either by that cauterizing operation of prohibit- 
ing people from disposing of their property at their own 
pleasure, or by employing another method, which provides 
by a different law for the removal of such dangers. 

Pray what law do you mean.^ 

1 mean one which 'is next best to the former, and which 
constrains the'citizens to apply themselves to virtue. For 
if it be enabled that voluntary contraefis be as a general 
rule entered into at the proper risk of the contrac^lor, people 
will be less shameless in their money-dealings in the city, 
and such evils as we have just now described will be of 
less common growth therein. 

Yes, mucli less common. 

But as it is, the various inducements 1 have ^nentioned 
encourage the governing body in the state to handle their 
subjedls in this ungentle way. On the other hand, if we 
look at the rulers themselves and their children, do we not 
see that the young men are made luxurious and indolent 
both in body and mind, and so idle and effeminate that 
they cannot resist pleasure and encounter pain ? 

Unquestionably they are. 

And that their seniors arc indifferent to everything except 
making money, ‘and as careless about virtue as the poor 
themselves ? 

Certainly they are. 

In this slate ot* things, when the rulers and their sub- 
jerts encounter one another either in travelling or in some 
other common occupation, whether it be a pilgrimage or 
a military expedition, in which they are fellow-sailors or 
fellow -soldiers ’/or when they are witnesses of one another’s 
behaviour ip moments of danger, in which the poor can by 
no possibility be despiseti by the rich, because it* often 
happens that a rich man, nursed in luxury and surfeited 
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with abundance, finds himself posted in battle by the side 
of som; lean and sunburnt poor man, to whom by his la- 
boured breathing he betrays his sore distress; — )vhen, I 
repeat, all this takes place, do you imagine that these poor 
meii can avoid thinking, that it is througli their own 
cowardice that such incapable people aie wealthy, or that 
they can refrain from repeating to one another, when they 
meet in private, — ‘ Our governors are naught’? 

Nay, I am quite sure that they do so. 

Now just as a sickly body requires but a small addition- 
al impulse from without to bring on an attack of illness, 
and sometimes e\xn without any external provocation is 
divided against itself ; so, in the same way, does not this 
city, whose condition is identical with that of a diseased 
body, require only the slight excuse of an external alliance 
introduced by the one party from an oligarchical city, or 
by the other from a democratical, to bring on an acute 
disease and an inward battle? and is it not sometimes, 
even without such external influences, distra(n:cd by fac- 557 
tions ? 

Most decidedly it is. 

. Democracy, then, I think, arises, whenever the poor win 
the day, killing some of the opposite party, expelling others, 
and admitt’ng the remainder to an equal participation in 
civic rights and offices ; and most commonly the offices in 
such a state are given by lot. 

Yes, you have described correctly the establishment of 
democracy, whether it be effected by an adual appeal to 
arms, or by the terrified withdrawal of the other party. 

And now tell me, I continued, in what style these per- 
sons administer the state, and what is the charat^lcr of this 
third constitution. For obviously we shall find the corre- 
sponding man marked, to a certain extent, with the same 
features. 

True, said he. 

First of all, are they not free, and does not liberty of 
acT and speech abound in the city, and has not a man 
licence therein to do what he will ^ 

Yes, so we are told. 

And clearly, where such licence is permitted, every citi- 
zen Vrill arrange his own mani er of life as suits his plea- 
sure. 
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Clearly he will. ^ 

Hence ,1 should suppose, tl^at in this Qomnio iwealth 
there will be the greatest diversity of character. 

Unquestionably there will. 

Possibly, 1 proceeded, this constitution may be the 
most beautiful of all. Embroiacred as it is with every kind 
of charac^ler, it may be thought as beautiful as a coloured 
dress embroidered with every kmd of flower. And perhaps, 
I added, as cliildren and wcnien admire dresses of many 
colours, so many persons will decide in favour of this com- 
monwealth, as the most beautilul. 

No doubt many will. 

Yes, my excellent friend ; and it would be a good plan to 
explore it, if avc were in search of a commonwealth. 

Why, pray ? 

Because it contains every kind of commonwealth in con- 
sequence of that licence of which I spoke ; and perhaps a 
person wishing to found a state, as we were just now doing, 
ought to go into a dcmocratical city, as a bazaar of com- 
monwealths, and choose out the character that takes his 
fancy, and then found his state according to the choice 
he has made. 

We may safely say that he is not likely to be at a loss for 
patterns. 

Again, consider that, in this state, you are not obliged 
to hold office though your talents may be equal to the 
task ; and that you need not submit to government, if you 
dislike it, or go to war when your fellow-citizens are at 
war, or keep peace when they are doing so, if you do not 
want peace ; and again, consider that, though a law for- 
bids your holding office or sitting on a jury, you may never- 
55^ thcless do both the one and the other, should it occur to 
you to do so : and now tell me, is not such a course of life 
divinely pleasant for the moment ? 

Yes perhaps it is, he replied, for the moment. 

Once more. I a not the meekness of some of those who 
have been tried in a court of law exquisite } Or have you 
failed to notice in such a commonwealth how men, who 
have been condemned ^o death or exile, stay all the same, 
and walk about the streets, and parade like heroes, as if 
no one saw or cared? 

1 have seen many instr nces of it, he replied. 

And is there not something splendid in the forbearance 
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of such a cqmiponwcallh, and in its entire superiority to 
petty ^oftsideratbns? Njiy,.it positively scorns the doc- 
trine, which^ when we weretminding our state, we laid down 
with an air of importance, to the effec^l that no (flic, wh«f 
is not endowed with ^n extraordinaiw nature, can ever be- 
come a %ood man, unlciA from his^eaijiest childhifod he 
plays among beautiful objetfls and studies all beautiful 
things. How magniiicenliy it tramples all this underfoot, 
without troubling itself in tl^e least about the previous pur- 
suits of those who enter on a political course, whom it 
raises to honotir, if they ftnly assert that they wish well to 
the commons. <, 

Yes, he said, if behaves very grandly. 

These, then, will be some of the features of democracy, 
to which we might add others of the same family ; and it 
wjll be, in all likelihood, an agreeable, lawless, particolour- 
ed commonwealth, dealing with all alike f^n a footing of 
equality, whether they be really equal or not. 

The fa 61 ;s you mention arc notorious. 

And now let me ask you to examine the character of the 
corresponding individual. Or must we begin, as in the 
case of the commonwealth, by investigating his origin? 

Yes, he replied. 

Xhtm jftn 1 not right in su])posing that he will be the 
son of the parsimonious and oligarchical man, bred up 
under his father’s eye, and in his father’s charatTer? 

Doubtless he will. 

And this son, like the father, will put a violent constraint 
upon those pleasures within him that tend to extravagance 
and not to money-getting ; which, you know, are called 
unnecessary pleasures. 

Clearly he will. . 

Now, that we may not talk in the dark, would you like 
us first to define the neocssary and unnecessary appetites ? 

1 should. 

May we not justly apply the term necessary to those 
appetites which we cannot get rid of, and to those whose 
satisfadlion does ws good ? F o# our nature cannot help 
feeling both these classes of desires, can i%? 

Certainly it cannot. 

'Fh^n we shall be justified ip predicating lieccssity of 559 
them. 
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We shall. 

Again : shall vve not be right, if we assert all those ap- 
petites to be unnecessary, which we can put away i'rom us 
by early training; and the presence of which, besides, 
never does us any good, and in some cases does positive 
harm? 

Yes, we shall be right. 

Would it not be as well to £?le61 an example of the ex- 
isting appetites of each kind, in order that we may gain a 
general idea of them ? 

Decidedly it would. 

Will not the appetite for food, (that is to say, simple 
bread and meat), within the bounds of health and a good 
habit of body, be a necessary appetite ? 

1 think so. 

The appetite for bread at least is surely necessary by a 
double claim, as being not only beneficial, but also indis- 
pensable to the support of life. 

Yes. 

On the other hand, the appetite for meat is necessary, 
so far as it may contribute advantageously to a good habit 
of body. 

Certainly. 

Again : the appetite for other viands of a less simple 
kind, of which by early correeflion and training nmst people 
can rid themselves, and which is hurtful to the body, and 
hurtful to tlie soul, in its endeavours after wisdom and 
temperance, may be rightly styled an unnecessary appe- 
tite, may it not ? 

Yes, most rightly. 

And must we not assert that the appetites of this second 
class are also expensive, whereas the others contribute to 
money-making, .Jjccause they are a help towards produc- 
tion ? 

Undoubtedly. 

Can we say the same of the passion of love and the 
other appetites ? 

Yes. 

Now did we not destn'ibc the man, to whom we lately 
gave the name of Tlrone,’ as one burdened with those ex- 
pensive pleasures and desires, and governed by the unne- 
cessary app\3tites ; while Aye described the man, who is go- 
verned by the necessary, as parsimonious and oligarchical? 
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Undoubtedly We did. 

Let |s now return, I continued, and explain how the 
oligarclrical man i^ transformed into the democratical. 

How is it ? 

I would have you siy^pose that the commencement of a 
young mefti’s transition froiii inward c^igajxhy to dem 4 K:ra* 
cy dates from the moment when^ after being brought up. 
as we^were saying jusi no^, in ignorance and parsimony, 
he has tasted the honey of the drones, and made acquaint 
taiice with fiery and terrible ^vild beasts, who are able to 
procure him all4:inds of pl^'asurcs, of a varied and mani- 
fold nature. ^ 

It cannot be otherwise. 

And may we say that, just as the state was transformed 
by the assistance afforded by a foreign alliance to one of 
the two parties, in virtue of a common charat^ler ; so, in 
the’ same way, the young man is transformed by the ana- 
logous assistance from without, afforded %y a certain 
species of appetites to one of the two parties present with 
him, in virtue of a real affinity and similarity? 

Assuredly we may. 

And should the oligarchical element within him be sup- 
ported by some counter-alliance, derived ])erha])s from his 
father, or perhaps from his other relations, who rebuke 5^^ 
and /(Jt^roftcfi him, then, I imagine, there ensues a genuine 
struggle of parties and an inward battling u ith himself. 

Undoubtedly. 

And occasionally, I fancy, the democratical interest yields 
to the oligarchical, and certain of the appetites are either 
cut to pieces or expelled, owing to the presence of a sense 
of shame in the young man’s mind; and order is once 
mqre restored. 

Yes, this does take place sometimes. 

But some new appetites, I conclude, akin to those ex- 
pelled, are privily nursed up, and, owing to the lack of 
science in his father’s training, becoi^^ numerous and 
strong. 

Yes, this is generally the case. 

And these appetites, of course, «lraw him to his old asso- 
ciates, and by their secret comm!mic;itio^TS engender in 
him a multitude of others. 

Unc^oubtedly. • ^ 

And finally, 1 imagine, they seize upon the citadel of the 
. 19- 2 
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yoim^ man’s heart, because they perceive 'it to be destitute 
of sound knowledge and beautiful studies and true theories, 
which verily keep the best watth and ward in the riiinds of 
^ men vVho are the favourites of heaven. 

Yes, quite the best. 

Ahd to supply their glace, I fancy, false an presump- 
tuous theories and opinions start up jnthe man, and secure 
this post aforesaid. 

'' That they do. 

Docs he not, in consequence, return to those Lotos- 
eaters, and dwell with them without disguise; and if his 
relatives send any assistance to the parsimonious element 
hf his soul, do not those presumptuous’ theories close the 
gates of the royal fortress within him, and not only refuse 
an entrance to the a6lual auxiliary force, but even decline 
to admit an embassy of individuals in the shape of admo- 
nitions from elder persons ; and do they not fight in person 
and gain the day ; and stigmatizing the sense of shame 
as folly, do they not thrust it out to an ignominious exile, 
and expel temperance with insults under the name of cow- 
ardice ; and do they not prove, by the aid of many use- 
less appetites, that moderation and orderly expenditure are 
boorish and illiberal, and banish them as such beyond the 
border 

Most certainly they do. 

And no doubt, when by the discharge of these virtues 
they have purified the soul of him who is now in their 
power, and is being initiated by them into the groat mys- 
teries, they proceed at once to restore Insolence, and Dis- 
order, and Licentiousness, and Shamelessness, in great 
, splendour, accompanied by a numerous retinue, and with 
crowns on their heads, extolling them, and calling them 
5^1 by soft names, clescribing Insolence as Good breeding, and 
Disorder as Freedom, and Licentiousness as Magnifi- 
cence, and Shamelessness as Bravery. Is not this I asked, 
pretty much thcu'vay in which the man who is brought 
up in the gratification only of necessary appetites alters so 
far in his youth ^ as to liberate from servitude and control 
the unnecessary and imVrious pleasures ? 

Yes, very evidently it is, he replied. 

Ftom that day forward a man of this description spends, 

c 

^ Reading d% Trjv rm fiij avayKaiiav K.r.\. 



Book VIII.] r///? REPUBLIC 0 *e‘ PLATO. 293 

I shoukisuppose, just as much money and labour and time 
on unnecessary as upon neceSsary pleasures. But, should he 
be so fortunate as to set a limit to his wildness, and^ as he ^ 
grows older, when the|tumult of passion has mostly gone 
by, shoulcf he go so far as^to rcadmil tc#a certain e:?tent 
portions of the banislK;d, and not surrender himself wholly 
to the jnvaders, — in thnt cAse, it is the habit of his life t^ 
make no distin^liion between^ his pleasures, but to suffer 
himself to be led by the passing pleasure which chance as 
it were throws ill his way,*and to turn to another, when 
the first is satisfied} — scorning none, but fostering all 
alike. ' • ' 

Kxa<flly so. 

Yes, 1 proceeded ; and whenever he is told that though 
some pleasures belong to the appetites which arc good and 
honourable, others belong to the evil appetites; and that 
the former ought to be pradlised and respec^led, but the 
latter chastised and enslaved, he does not receive* this true 
doc^lrine, or admit it into his castle. On the contrary, at 
all these assertions he shakes his head, and maintains that 
all appetites are alike, and ought to be equally respec‘'l:ed. 

Yes, this is precisely his condition, and his behaviour. 

Hence, 1 cojitinucd, he lives from day to day to the end, 
in the gratification of the casual appetite,— now drinking 
himself drunk to the sound of music, and jiresently putting 
himself under training; — sometimes idling and neglecting 
everything, and then living like a student of philosophy. 
And often lie takes a part in public affairs, and starting up, 
speaks and acts according to the impulse of the moment. 
Now he follows eagerly in the steps of certain great gene- 
rals,, because he covets their distiiK^lions ; and anon he 
takes to trade, because he envies the sut^essful trader. 
And there is no order or constraining rule in his life; but 
he calls this life of his pleasant, and liberal, and happy, 
and follows it out to the end. 

Well, said he, you have certainly described a life that 
might be led by a man whose motto is Liberty and 
Equality. • , 

Yes, I replied; and I conceive it to be als® a multitudi- 
nous life, replete with very many characflers ; and 1 imagfne 
that thig is the man who, by the# beautiful variety of his 
nature, answers to the city which we described ; — a man 
whose life many men and many wonien would envy, and 
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who contains within him very many exemplars of cJ»mmon- 
wealths and charatlcrs. *’ ' * 

1 rue. 

What then? May we place thi|S man opposite demo- 
cracy, in the bwliei that he nlay be rightly adflressed as 
democrat ical ? 

He it so, he replied. 

It only remains for us, 1 continued, to describe the most 
beautiful of all commonwealih?>‘, and the hiost beautiful of 
/ill men, that is to say, despotism and, the despot. 

You arc quite right. 

Come then, my dear friend, tell me in what way despo- 
tism arises. 'Phat it is a transformation of democracy, is 
all but obvious. 

It is. 

'Phen does democracy give birth to despotism, precisely 
in the way in which oligarchy gave birth to democracy ? 

Kxplain this. 

The thing which oligarchy professed to regard as su- 
piemcly good, and which was instrumental in establishing 
it, was excessix e wealth ; — was it not ? 

It was. 

Well, it was the insatiable craving for wealth, upd the 
disregard of everything else for the sake of money-making, 
that destroyed oligarchy. 

True, it was. 

Then may we say that democracy, like oligarchy, is de- 
stroyed by its insatiable craving for the objcdl which it de- 
fines to be supremely good ? 

And what according to you, is that objc(^\ ? 

Freedom, 1 neplied. P’or 1 imagine that in a democratical 
city you will be told that it has, in freedom, the most beau- 
tiful of possessions, and that therefore such a city is the 
only fit , abode f6i’ the man who is a freeman by nature. 

Why certainly such language is very much in fashion. 

To return, then, to the remark which 1 was trying to 
make a moment ago, P am I right iiv saying that the insa- 
tiable craving for a single objedl and the disregard of all 
cl ^6 transform democracy as well as oligarchy, and pave 
the way, as a matter of% course, for despotism? 

H ow so ? 

Whenever a democratical city which is thirsting for 
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freedom has fallen under the presidency of a set of wicked 
toastmVsters, and* has quaffed the wine of liberty untem- 
pered far beyond the due measure, — it proceeds, > should/ 
imagine, to arraign i^s rulers as accursed oligarchs, and 
chastises^them on that plcn, unless tltey |)ccomc very sub- 
missive, and supply it with freedom in copious draughts. 

Yes, that is what is*don^. 

Ancl likewise it insults those who arc obedient totTTe 
rulers with the titles of wilitng slaves and worthless fel- 
lows ; while the rulers whi> carry themselves like subjeels, 
and the subje(^l:s who carry themselves like rulers, it docs, 
both privately anrl publicly, commend and honour. Mu!*t 
it not follow that in such a city freedom goes all lengths? 

Of course it must. 

Yes, my friend ; and does not the prevailing anarchy 
steal into private houses, and spread on every side, till at 
last it takes root even among the brute creation ? 

What arc we to understand by this? 

I mean, for example, that a father accustoms himself to 
behave like a child, and stands in awe of his sons, and 
that a son behaves himself like a father, and ceases to 5^3 
respeOl or fear his parents, with the professed objeOl of 
proving his freedom. And 1 mean that citizens, and 
residtMit aii(?ns, and foreigners, are all perfe611y equal. 

You arc right as to the results of such a state of things. 

I have told you some of the results ; let me tell you 
a few more trifles of the kind. The schoolmaster, in 
these circumstances, fears and flatters his scholars, and 
the scholars despise their masters and also their tutors. 
And, speaking generally, the young copy their ciders, and 
enter the lists with them both in talking and in acTing ; 
and the old men condescend so far as to abound in wit 
and pleasantry, in imitation of the young, in order, by 
their own account, to avoid the imputation of being 
morose or domineering. 

Exactly so. 

Hut the extreme limit, my friend, to which the freedom 
of the populace gr.ows in such » commonwealth is only 
attained when the purchased slaves of t)oth sexes are 
just as free as the purchasers. Also I had almost# for- 
gottei^to mention to what extei^t this liberty cXid equality 
is carried in the mutual relations subsisting between men 
and women. 
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Then, in the words of yF.schylus, said he, shall we not 
give utterance to that which is ‘already on our lips/ 

% By aK means, I replied. I, for one, am doing so, when 
I tell you that no one could believe, without positive 
experience, how mutfh more fijee ifne domestic* animals 
are under this government than any other. For verily 
the hound, according to the pr^ver}f, is like the mistress 
of the house ; and truly even horses and asses adopt 
a gait expressive of remarKable freedom and dignity, 
and run at any body who mectSfthem in tkc streets, if he 
docs not get out of their way : and all the other animals 
l)ecome in the same way gorged with freedom. 

It is my own dream that you arc repeating to me. This 
often happens to me when I walk into the country. 

Now putting all these things together, I proceeded, do 
you perceive that they amount to this, that the soul of the 
citizens is rendered so sensitive as to be indignant and 
impatient at the smallest symptom of slavery? For 
surely you are aware that they end by making light of the 
laws themselves, whether statute or customary, in order 
that, as they say, they may not have the shadow of a 
master. 

1 am very well aware of it. 

This then, my friend, if 1 am not mistaken, ?s <be begin- 
ning, so fair and gay, out of which despotism grows. 

(lay, indeed! But what is the next step? 

That very disease, 1 replied, which broke out in 
oligarchy and ruined it, appears in democracy also with 
increased strength and virulence, aggravated by the 
licence of the place, and occasions its enslavement. In- 
deed, to do anything in excess seldom fails to provoke a 
5^4 violent rea6lion to the opposite extreme, not only in the 
seasons of the year and in the animal and vegetable king- 
doms, but also especially in commonwealths. 

This is only natural. 

Thus, excessive freedom is unlikely to pass into any- 
thing but excessive slavery, in the case of states as well as 
of individuals. 

It is. 

IBmce, in all likelihood, democracy, and only demo- 
cracy, lays the foundation of despotism ; — that is to say, the 
most intense freedom lays the foundation for the heaviest 
and the fiercest slavery. 
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Yes, it is a reas'onable statement. 

HoweVer, this, I think, ^vas not your question : you 
were askin^^, what is this xliscasc, which fastens^ upon 
democracy as well as upon oligarchy, and reduces the 
former to 4 )ond age. ’* 

That was my question. 

Well then, I alluded^to that class of idle and extrava- 
gant fnen, in which the ^bravest lead and the moje 
cowardly follow. We compared them, if you recollecT, to 
stinging and sti»iigless dron/^s, respectively. 

Yes, and rightly so. 

Now thc'pi'e^sencd of these two classes, like phlegm ancj 
bile in the body, breeds in every commonwealth dis- 
turbance. Therefore a skilful physician and legislator, 
just like a cunning bee-keeper, must take measures in 
ad\^ancc, if possible, to prevent their presence ; but, 
should they make their appearance, he must have them 
cut out, as quickly as possible, along with the combs 
themselves. 

That must he, without a doubt. 

Then let us handle the matter thus, in order that we 
may sec more distimflly what we wish to see. 

How? 

Lct^is aiLipposc a democratic state to be divided, as is 
realty the case, into three parts. The class of people we 
have described constitutes, 1 believe, one of these divi- 
sions, and is generated by licence in a democratical as 
abundantly as in an oligarchical state. 

True. 

Hut it is much more keen in the former than in the latter. 

How so? 

In the latter it is despised, and excluded from office, and 
therefore proves untrained and feeble. Ifiit in democracy 
it is, I conceive, with a few exceptions, the sole presiding 
body ; and its keenest members speak ipid atT, while the 
residue sit on the benches round, and l!um applause, and 
will not brook any opposite statement : so that all the 
concerns of such a commonwealtji arc, with some trifling 
exceptions, in the Hands of this body. 

Certainly. 

In addition to this, a second body is bein^ constantly 
severexi from the mass. ^ 

What is it like? 
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If all arc occupied in amassing richcf^, I presume that 
those who are most orderly by nature •'generally /oecome 
wealtli^cst. 

It is likely to be so. 

Hence I conclude, %<hat out of. these persons, tli^e readiest 
and most copious supply of honey is squeezed for the 
drones. 

-To be sure; how could honey be squeezed out ‘of the 
poor ? 

And they are called wealthy, which means, I suppose, 
that they are the provender of the drones. 

Pretty nearly so. *0 

The third class will consist of those members of the 
commonalty who work with their own hands, and do not 
meddle with politics, and arc not very well off. And this 
class is, in a democracy, the most numerous and the most 
important of All, when collected. 

True; but it will seldom collccT, unless it receives a 
share of the honey. 

And therefore it always does receive a share; with this 
proviso, that its leaders, while depriving the moneyed class 
of their substance, and making division of it among the 
commons, manage, if possible, to keep the largest share 
for themselves. 

Undoubtedly, with that proviso, it does get a share. 

Now these despoiled persons are coinjielled, I imagine, 
to tlefend tliemselvcs, by speaking before the commonalty, 
and a(J^^\ing to the best of their ability. 

Of course they are. 

And, for this behaviour, even if they do not desire a 
revolution, they are accused by the opposite party of 
plotting against the commons, and of being oligarchs. 

Undoubtedly. 

Therefore in the end, when they see that from want of 
information and ii;.^'onsequcnce of the artful misrepresenta- 
tions of their calumniators the commons are unwittingly 
bent on wronging them, from that moment forward, 
whether they wish it or not, they become, as a matter of 
course, veritable oligarchs. For this evil, amongst others, 
is en^rendcred in them by the sting of that drone of which 
wx* spoke, t 

^ Reading ^XlrreraL with Ast and Stallhaum, instead of ^Xlrrei. 
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Ves,jpreciscly*so. 

Hen^c arise ittipcachmcnts, prosecutions, and trials, 
diredlcd by each party against the other. 

Certainly. 

And ij? it not always tVe pra<^lic^ of the coinin()ns to 
seledl a special champion of their cifuse, whom they 
maintain and exalt td,^re^»^ness ? 

Yes, it is their praeflice. 

Then, obviously, whenevci* a despot grows up, his origin 
may be traced wholly to this championship, which is the 
stem from which he shoots. 

That is cpiite ol^vious. 

And what arc the first steps in the transformation of 
the champion into a tyrant? Can we doubt that the 
change dates from the time when the champion has begun 
to act like the man in that legend which is current in 
reference to the temple of Lyca'an Zeus in Arcadia? 

What legend ? 

According to it, the worshipper who tasted the one 
human entrail, which was minced up with the otlier 
entrails of other viClims, was inevitably metamorphosed 
into a wolf. Have you never heard the story ? 

Yes, I have. 

Iji*like* manner, should the commons’ champion find 
the populace so very compliant that he need make no 
scruple of shedding kindred blood, should he, with 
unrighteous charges, as is the wont of such persons, 
prosecute his victims and render himself blood-guilty, 566 
making away with human life, and tasting the blood of 
his fellows with unholy tongue and lips, — should he 
bi^nish, and kill, and give the signal for cancelling debts 
and redistributing the land is it not from thenceforth 
the inevitable destiny of such a man citlfertobc destroyed 
by his enemies, or to become a tyrant, and be meta- 
morphosed from a man into a wolf? 

There is no escape from the alternative. 

Such is the fate of the man who is at feud with the 
moneyed class. 

It is. ^ 

And if he is banished, and afterw^ards restored in d^espite 
of hiij enemies, does he not return a finished ^^yrant? 

Obviously he does. 

And if his enemies find, themselves unable to expel 
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him, or to put him to death, by accusing him to the state, 
in that case they take measures to remox e him jiicretly 
by a violent end. 

Yes, that is the usual expedient. 

In order to prevent this, thc^se vJho have go»e so far 
always adopt thal notorious device of the tyrant, which 
consists in asking the commems pr a body-guard, in 
that the people’s friend may not be lost to thcn\. 

Just so. 

And the commons, I imagin/^, grant the request ; for 
they are alarmed on his account, while they are confident 
oi; their own. 

Just so. 

Consequently, when this is observed by a nian who has 
wealth, and with his wealth the characfler of being a 
haler of democracy, forthwith, in accordance with the 
oracle given to«Cr(x:sus, 

. ‘ liy the pebbly l)cd of the Tlermus, 

ladies he, and halts no m(3re, nor shuns the rcjiroach of a cownrd.’ 

Why, he would not have the chance of shunning it a 
second time. 

And those that are arrested arc given up to death, I 
imagine. 

Of course they are. 

Ikit as for that champion himself, it is quite clear that 
far from being laid with ‘his huge form hugely prostrate,’ 
*he has overthrown many another man, and stands in the 
chariot of the state, metamorphosed from a champion 
into a consummate tyrant. 

Yes, there is no helyi for it. 

Pray, 1 continued, are we to discuss the happiness 
both of the man himself, and of the city in which such a 
mortal resides ? 

l^y all means let rfs do so, he replied. 

Well, in his early days, and at the beginning of his des- 
potism, has he not a smilg and a greeting for everybody 
that he meets, and does ke not repudiate the idea of his 
being a tyrant, ai!d y^romise largely both in public and in 
private ; and^ is it not his prai^lice to remit debtS;^ and 
make grants of land to tlfb commons and to his own 
y^artizans, while he pretends tq be mild and gracious to all ? 
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It cannot be btherwise. 

But ns soon as he has relieved himself of his exiled 
enemies, by becohiing reconciled to some, and by destroy- 
ing others, his first measure is, 1 imagine, to be co/istantl) '' 
exciting wars, in ord*?!* that the commons may stand in 
need of if leader. 

It is his natural course. ,, 

Is it not further his i’Uention so to impoverish Ins 567 
subjeJls by war-taxes, as to constrain them to devote 
themselves to the requirements of the day, and thus 
render them leias likely to plot against himself.^ 

Manifestly it is. ^ 

And am I nbt right in supposing that, should lie 
suspect any persons of harbouring a spirit of freedom that 
will not suffer him to reign in peace, it is his intention to 
throw them in the way of the enemy, and so get rid of 
them without suspicion.? For all these reasons must not 
a tyrant be always stirring up war.? 

He must. 

Then is it not the obvious result of such a course, that 
he gets more and more detested by the citizens .? 

Of course it is. 

And does it not follow that a few of the boldest of his 
influential partizans speak their mind fearlessly to him 
and^tc one another, and And fault with his policy? 

So one would expe(T. 

Now, if the tyrant is to keep up his authority, he must 
put all these people quietly out of the way, until he has 
left himself not a friend nor an enemy who is worth any- 
thing. 

Certainly he must. 

^Then he must keenly notice who is manly, who high- 
minded, who prudent, who wealthy, ^nd in such a 
happy condition is he, that, whether he wishes it or not, 
he is compelled to be the enemy of all these, and to plot 
against them, till he has purged them cut of the city. 

What a glorious purification ! 

Yes, said I, it runs directly counter to the process by 
which the physician purges the body. For the physician 
removes what is bacl, and leaves what ir; good ; but the 
tyrant removes the good, and leaves the bad. ^ 

Why, apparently, it' is his on^y course, if hS wishes to 
reign. 
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In fadl he is bound in the chains of a delightful 
necessity, which orders him either to live amongst oersons 
the majority of whom are good for nothing, and to live 
hated by them, or else to cease to exist. 

That is the alternative. 

Hence, in ])roportion as he ^rows more and more de- 
tested by the citizens for such condiu^l, he will require a 
more numerous and a more ^rus'y body-guard, will he 
not ? 

Of course he wilt. 

And pray, whom can he trust? and from whence will 
he procure faithful retainers ? 

Oh, they wall come in flocks spontaneously, if he pays 
them their wages. 

By my word, I believe you are thinking of another 
miscellaneous s\varm of foreign drones. 

You are no*- mistaken. 

Ikit would ho hesitate to enlist recruits on the spot? 

By what process ? 

By taking their slaves from the citizens, emancipating 
them, and enrolling them in his own body-guard. 

Most decidedly he would not hesitate ; for indeed such 
persons are really his most trusty adherents. 

A tyrant is, indeed, a divinely happy creature, according 
68 to your account, if he adopts such men as hienJs and 
faithful adherents, after he has destroyed those former 
ones. 

Well, he certainly ^/oc's take this course. 

And do not these comrades of his admire him highly, 
and do not the young citizens associate wdth him, while 
the good hate and shun him ? 

How can it be otherwise ? 

It is not without reason, said I, that people regard 
tragedy on the whole as wise, and Euripides as a master 
therein. 

Pray why ? 

Because, among other remarks, he has made the 
following, which shews a thoughtful mind, — ‘tyrants are 
wise by converse with the wise.’ And he clearly meant 
by the ‘wise,’ those with whom the tyrant associates. 

Yes, and, as one of its numerous merits, tyranny is ex- 
tolled as something godl’ke, by the other poets as well as 
by Euripides. 
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This bcinj^; thC case, the writers of tragedy, like wise 
men as ihey are, will excuse us, and those who copy our 
commonwealth, for refusing them admittance into the 
state, because they are panegyrists of tyranny. 

I imagine that, at any rate, all polite tragedians will 
excuse us. 

At the same time, I believe, they will make the round 
of the^ other states, gathc- together the ]mpulace, hire 
line, loud, persuasive voices ; and so draw over tlie 
commonwealths to tyranny and democracy. 

To be sure they will. 

And for these services they are, moreover, paid and 
honoured, by tyrants chiefly, as we should expcTl, and to 
a smaller extent by democracy. But in proportion as 
they advance higher up the hill of commonwealths, their 
honjour flags more and more, as if it were prevented from 
mounting by loss of breath. 

Kxadlly so. 

However, this is a digression. Let us retin-n to the 
inquiry, how that army of the tyrant, that goodly, large, 
diversified, and ever-changing army, is to be supported. 

It is clear, he replied, that, if there be sacred ])ropcrty 
in the city, the tyrant will expend it; and that, to whatever 
extent the produce of such sales-’’ from time to time can 
be made available, the war-taxes, which the commons are 
compelled to pay, will be proportionally diminished. 

But what is he to do when this resource fails? 

Evidently he will draw on his parent’s estate for the 
maintenance of himself and his boon-companions, his 
messmates and his mistresses. 

1 understand you. You mean that the commonalty, 
that begat the tyrant, will maintain him and his com- 
panions. 

It cannot avoid doing so. 

But pray explain yourself, I proceeded. Suppose the 
commons resent this notion, and assert, "hat it is unjust for 
a father to have to maintain a grown-up son, since, on the 
contrary, the son ought to maintain the father ; and that 569 
they had begotten and installed him not with the intent, 
that, when he was grown big, they should be made the 
slaves of their own slaves, and maintain him and them 

Reading rd iCiv &.noZiZoixiv{av, instead of to. tC)v a.TtohoixUojv. 
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with a mob of others, but with the intent that, under liis 
championship, they should be emancipated fr5m^ the 
rich men of the state, and the gentfemen, as they are 
called ; — and suppose they now bid him depart out of the 
city, together witli his friends, lil:e a father expelling a 
son from home '^long with sonfe riotous boon-cdlnpanions ? 
What then ? 

Why the commons will the.., at' length, most certainly 
discover how feeble they are in comparison with the 
nursling which they have begotten and cherished and 
exalted, and that, in ejecting him, they are the weaker 
expelling the stronger. 

What! I exclaimed. Will' the tyrant venture to lay 
violent hands on his father, and beat him if he refuses to 
comply with his wishes.^ 

Yes, that he will, when he has taken away his father’s 
weapons. 

You make out that a tyrant is a parricide, and a hard- 
hearted nurse of old age ; and, apparently, the govern- 
ment will henceforth be an open and avowed tyranny ; 
and, according to the proverb, the commons, flying from 
the frying-pan of the service of free men, will have fallen 
into the fire of a despotism exercised by slaves ; in other 
words, they will have exchanged that vast and unseason- 
able liberty for the new dress of the harshest ahd ohterest 
of all slaveries. 

No douV^t that is the course of events. 

Well then, will' any one be disposed to disagree with us, 
if we assert that we have discussed satisfa<51:orily the 
transition from democracy to tyranny, and the chara6ler 
of the latter when established 

We have done so quite satisfa^lorily, he replied. 

^ Reading dTrd rQjv 7rXou(riwy, instead of utto tQsv ttXovcIwu, 
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It only remains for ul, I proceeded, to inquire how 571 
democratical man is transformed into the tyrannical; and 
what is the charadler of the latter after the change ; and 
whether his manner of living is hax:>py, or the reverse. 

True, this case is still remaining, he said. 

Then do you know, I asked, what I am still desiderating? 

What is it ? 

I think that the number and nature of the appetites has 
not been satisfaeftorily defined: and while this deficiency 
continues, the inquiry upon which wc are eiTcring will be 
wrapped in obscurity. 

It is not too late to supply the dehcioncy, is it ? 

Certainly it is not Observe the peculiarity which I 
wish to notice in the case before us. It is this. Some of 
the unnecessary pleasures and appetites arc, if I mistake 
not, unlawful ; and these would appear to form an original 
part of every man ; though, in the case of some persons, 
under ^he corredlion of the laws and the higher appetites 
aided by reason, they either wholly disappear, or f)nly 
a few weak ones remain ; while, in the case of others, they 
continue strong and numerous. 

And pray what arc the appetites to which you refer? 

I refer to those appetites which bestir themselves in 
sleep ; when, during the slumbers of that other part of 
tkc soul, which is rational and tamed and master of the 
former, the wild animal part, sated with meat or drink, 
becomes rampant, and pushing sleep away, endeavours to 
set out after the gratification of its own proper charadlcr. 

You know that in such moments there nothing that it 
dares not do, released and delivered as it is from any 
sense of shame and rcfledlion. It does not shrink from 
attempting in fancy unholy intercourse with a mother, or 
with any man or deity or animal whatcvei ; and it docs 
not hesitate to commit the foulest murder, or to indulge 
itself in the most defiling meats. In one word, there is 
no limit cither to its folly or its audacity. 


20 
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Your description is pcrfecUy true. 

But, 1 innigine, whenever a man’s personal habit is 
healthful and temperate, and when before betaking himself 
to rest, he has stimulated llic rational part of him, and 
feasted it on beautiful discussions ind high inquiries, by 
means of close and inward rcflccflion ; while, on the other 
hand, he has neither stinted nor gorged the appetitive 
p^rt in order that it may sleej imtead of troubling with 
its joys or its griefs that highest part, which may thus be 
permitted to pursue its studies in purity and independence, 
and to strain forward till it perceives something till then 
unknown, either past, present, or future; and when, in 
like manner, he has calmed the spirited element by avoid- 
ing every Ixirst of passion, which would send him to sleep 
with his spirit stirred,— when, 1 say, he proceeds to rest, 
with two elements out of the three quieted, and the third, 
wherein wisdom resides, aroused, you arc aware that, at 
such moments, he is best able to apprehend truth, and 
that the visions, which jwesent themselves in his dreams, 
are then anything but unlawful. 

1 perfcdlly coincide in your opinion. 

Well, we have been carried too far out of our way, in 
order to make these remarks. What we wish to recognize 
is, that apparently a terrible species of wild and lawless 
appetites resides in every one of us, even when in some 
cases we have the appearance of being perfedlly self- 
restrained. And this fadd, it seems, becomes evident in 
sleep. Pray consider whether you think me right, and 
agree with me. 

Yes, I do agree. 

Remember then the charadler which we ascribed to the 
man of the people. The history of his origin was, 1 
believe, that he had been trained up from early years 
under the eye of a parsimonious father, who respedlcd 
only the money-making appetites, and despised those 
unnecessary appetites which have for their objedd amuse- 
ment and display. Am I not right? 

You are. 

By intercourse with more fashionable men, replete 
with those appetites which we just now discussed, he had 
run, like them, into utter riot, in detestation of his father’s 
parsimony ; but, as he \ ossessed a better disposition than 
his corrupters, he was drawn in two diredlions, and ended 
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by adopting an Ifitermcdiate characfler ; and while enjoy- 
ing evefy pleasure in perfec^l; moderation, as he imagined, 
he liveA a life wliich was Vieither illiberal nor unlawfid, 
and was thus transformed from an oligarchical ^into c 4 
deniocratical man. 

Yes, tlfts was and is oiir%)pinion touch^g such aptfrson. 

Well then, I continued, figure to yourself that this man 
has grjDwn old in his ti#rn, #iid that a young son is boy;ig 
bred up again in his habits. 

Very good. 

Imagine further, that he* takes to the same courses that 
his father did- -that^he is seduced into an utter violation 
of law, or, to use flie language of his seducers, into perfeA 
freedom, and that his father and his other relations bring 
support to these intermediate appetites, which is met by 
coipiter support on the other side ; and when these terrible 
sorcerers and tyrant-makers have despaircil of securing 
the young man by other spells, imagine that they contrive 
to engender in him some passion, to champion those idle 
appetites which divide muong themselves all that offers 
for distribution : — and this passion you may describe as 
a kind of huge, winged drone : for how else can you 
describe the passion entertained by such men ? 

I cannot c^escribe it otherwise. 

Thi^ dofte, the other appetites, fraught with incense and 
perfumes and garlands and wines and the loose pleasures 
which form part of such convivialities, begin to buzz 
around this drone, and exalt and nurse him to the utter- 
most, till they have engendered in him the sting of desire; 
and from that moment forward this champion of the soul, 
with frenzy for his body-guard, is goaded on to madness : 
and if he detedls within himself any opinions or appetites 
which are regarded as good, and which ^.ill feel a sense 
of shame, he destroys them or thrusts them from his 
presence, until he has purged out temperance, and fdled 
himself with alien frenzy. 

You exa( 5 lly describe the generation of a tyrannical man. 

Is not this the reason why love has of old been called 
a tyrant? 

Probably it is. 

Also, my friend, does not a drunken man possess \fhat 
may be^called a tyrannical spirit i 

He docs. 
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And we know that an insane, or deranged person, ex- 
pels to be able to lord it not only over men, but even 
over gods, and attempts to do so. 

Certainly he docs. 

So, my excellent friend, a man becomes stridl:ly tyran- 
nical, whenever, >;)y nature, or by habit, or by b6th toge- 
ther, he has fallen under the dominion of wine, or love, or 
ippnity. 

Yes, precisely so. 

Such is his origin, apparently, and such his nature : but 
pray how does he live? , 

'* As they say in the game, he replied, yoii must tell me 
that. 

He it so, said I. Well, if I am not mistaken, from 
henceforth feasts and revels and banquets and mistresses, 
and every thipg of the kind, become the order of the day 
with persons wdiosc minds are wholly under the pilotage 
of an indwelling tyrant passion. 

It must be so. 

And do not many frightful appetites, that abound in 
wants, shoot up by their side every day and every night? 

Yes, many indeed. 

So that all existing revenues arc soon spent. 

Of course they are. 

Then follow schemes for raising money, and consequent 
loss of property. 

Undoubtedly. 

And when every resource has failed, must not those 
violent appetites, which have nestled thickly within, lift 
up their voices? And goaded on, as these people arc, by 
their appetites, and specially by that ruling passion un(3er 
which all the res^: serve as body-guard, must they not, in 
a frenzy of rage, look out for some man of substance whom 
they may rob by fraud or violence? 

Yes, indeed, thCy must. 

So that if they cannot pillage in ever\’ quarter, they are 
.574 constrained to ‘suffer grievpus throes and pangs. 

They arc. 

Now, just as. the inward pleasures of later growth over- 
reached the original pleasures and took away what belong- 
ed to them,- -in the same way will not the man himself 
determine to overreach his father and mother, though he 
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is younger than they, and to help himself at their expense 
out of iSs father’s* property* if he has expended ^s own 
share? ^ 

Undoubtedly he wil). . 

And if* his parents opf>osc his designs, will Ik? not 
attempt in the first instance to cheat and outwit them? 

Assuredly he will. 

And whenever that is imj)ossible, will he proceed to 
robbery and violence? 

I think so. 

Then if .his aged father and mother hold out again^ 
him and offer resistance, will he be so scrupulous as to 
shrink from playing the tyrant? 

I am not altogether without my fears for the parents of 
suqji a man. 

Nay but, Adeimantus, I beseech you to consider that 
his attachment to his unnecessary and unconne(ffcd 
mistress is new, while his love for his very* own in- 
dispensable mother is old, and that his affee^lion for his 
unnecessary and unconnedled friend who is in the bloom 
of youth, is of recent date compared with that for his very 
own father, his oldest friend, faded and aged as he is ; 
and, this beijig the case, can you believe that he would 
beat hft mother and father for the sake of his mistress and 
his friend, and that he would make the former the slaves 
of the latter, if he brought them into the same house? 

Upon my word I believe he would, he replied. 

Then to all appearance it is a most delightful thing to 
be the parents of a tyrannical son. 

Yes, that it is. 

Well ; but, when the property of his father and mother 
begins to fail the son, while at the same kmc the swarm 
of pleasures has mustered thick within him, will not his 
first exploit be to -break into a house^ or strip some 
benighted traveller of his clothes, and ^ill he not after- 
wards proceed to sweep off the contents of ^ome temple? 
And in the meantime those old and, in common estimation, 
just opinions, which he held from ckildhood on the subje< 5 l 
of base and noble adlions, will be defeiftcd by those 
opinions which have been just emancipated froiji slavery, 
aided b^^that ruling passion whose^body-guard they form, — 
opinions which, so long as he was subjeCl to the law's and 
to his father, and while his inward constitution was de- 
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mocratical, used to be emancipated only in the dreams of 
sleep. . . But, now that this passion has become his 'absolute 
lord and master, that chararter, which used to be his only 
in dreams, and at ra^e intervals, hjfe become hi^ constant 
waking state, 'fhere is not ^ dire murder, a forbidden 
meat, or an unholy add, from which- he will restrain him- 
575 self; but this passion that livco and reigns within him, in 
the midst of utter disrule aivl lawlessness, will, by virtue 
of its sole supremacy, seduce its possessor^ as in the case 
of a state, into unbounded recklessness, to procure means 
for the maintenance of itself and its attendant rout, which 
has partly made entrance from without as a result of 
wicked companionship, and partly been liberated and 
released from restraint within by the adoption of similar 
habits, and by the agency of the passion itself. Or am 1 
wrong in my^description of the life of such a man? 

No, you Arc right, he replied. 

And if, I proceeded, a city contains only a few such 
charadlers, the rest of the population being sober-minded, 
these people quit the place and enlist in the body-guard 
of some other tyrant, or else serve as mercenaries in any 
war that may be going on. But if they live in a time of 
peace and quiet, they commit many small anischiefs on 
the spot in the city. 

Such as what, pray? 

Such as theft, burglary, cutting purses, stealing clothes, 
sacrilege, kidnapping ; and sometimes they turn informers, 
if they have a talent for speaking, and perjure themselves, 
and take bribes. 

True, these ai e small mischiefs, if the perpetrators are 
few in number. 

Things that aVe small, I replied, are small comparatively; 
and assuredly all these mischiefs, in their bearings on the 
corruption and misery of a state, do not, as the proverb 
says, nearly come up to the mark of a tyrant. For when- 
ever such persons, and others, their close retainers, become 
numerous in a state, (ind perceive their own numbers, 
then, assisted by the f^Ily of the conlmonalty, these men 
proj'e the ])arciits of the tyrant, who is simply that one of 
their number whose own soul contains the mightiest and 
hugest tyrant. ' - 

So one might expend, because such a person must have 
most of the tyrant about him. 
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Consequently \ the citizens yield willing obedience, all 
goes siTfcoothly. But should* the state prove refrartory, the 
tyrant will chastise, if he can, his fatherland, just ^ in the^, 
former case he chastised his mother and father; and to 
do this, Ife will summon t# his assistance' youthful , com- 
rades, under whose imperious authority ftc will hold and 
keep his once-loved inoth^r-country, as the Cretans call 
it, or father-land. Ana this will be the consummation^'of 
the appetite of such a person* 

Assuredly it will. 

And do not these persons display the same charadler in 
private, even befarS they attain to power In the firat 
place, in their intercourse with others, is it not the case 
either that all their associates are their flatterers and 576 
creatures, or that, if they want anything from anybody, 
the*y go down on their knees for it, and do not blush to 
assume all the appearances of intimate friendship, whereas 
when they have gained their point they become distant 
and estranged ? 

Precisely so. 

Thus all their life long they live friendless, and always 
either masters or slates ; for a tyrant nature can never 
taste real freedom and friendship. 

Cer 4 ainiy 1 t cannot. 

Then shall we not be right if we call such persons 
faithless ? 

Undoubtedly we shall. 

And not only faithless, but also supremely unjust, if we 
were right in our former conclusions as to the nature of 
justice. 

And certainly we were right. 

Then let us describe summarily the most wicked man. 

He is one whose real and waking stfite is the very 
counterpart of the ideal and dreamlike description which 
we have given. 

Exaxflly so. 

Such is the end of the man, who, with a nature pro- 
foundly tyrannical, .gains absolute power; and the longer 
his life of tyranny lasts, the more txadfly does he answer 
to our description. “ * 

That is unquestionably true, ^aid Glaucon,* taking up 
the reply. 

That being the case, I continued, will not the man, who 
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shall be pVoved to be most vicious, be tliereby proved to 
be afto most miserable? And <will it not be appar(|Tit that 
^the mafj, whose tyranny lias lasted longest in the intensest 
form, has really been for the lohgcs|; time most intensely 
vicioijs and miseralde, notwit^.istanding the vtTiety of 
opinions entertaificd by the mass of people? 

Yes, that much is certain, he replied. 

'’And can we help regarding fnc tyrannical man d’s the 
counterpart and representativs of the state which is under 
the sway of a tyrant, the democ^atical man of the demo- 
cratical state, and so on? 
f Unquestionably we cannot. 

Hence, as city is to city in point of virtue and happiness, 
so also is man to man : is it not so ? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

Then, in point of virtue, how docs a city under a tyrant 
stand as com^'afed with a city under such a kingly govern- 
ment, as we at first described? 

They are the very opposite of one another, he re- 
plied : one is supremely virtuous, and the other supremely 
wicked. 

I shall not ask you which is which, because theit is ob- 
vious. But do you decide the question of happiness and 
misery in the same way, or not? And here lt?t iis Qot be 
dazzled by looking only at the tyrant, who is merely a’unit 
in the mass, or at a few of his immediate retainers ; but, 
as it is our duty to pnter and survey the state as a whole, 
let us, before giving our opinion, creep into every part of 
it and look about. 

Well, your proposal is a just one : indeed it is clear to 
everybody, that a city governed by a tyrant is the most 
miserable of cities; whereas a city under kingly rule ‘is 
the happiest of cities. 

Then shall I not do right, if, in discussing the cor- 
577 responding men, ^^makc the same proposal, and recognize 
only /iis verditfl, who can in thought penetrate into a 
man’s chara6ler, and look through it, and who does not, 
like a child, scrutinize the exterior, tiU he is dazzled by 
the artificial glitter whitn the tyrannical man carries on 
the fiutside, bi!it on the contrary secs through it all 
thoroughly f Suppose I give it as my opinion, that we are 
all bound to listen to the judge, who is not only chpablc 
of passing sentence, but has, also lived in the same place 
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with the person in question, and has been an^ ey^- witness 
of his goings on at home, and of his bearing towards the 
several members of his family, — wherein he will ^ most 
thoroughly stripped o^ the theatrical garb,- and also or 
his behaviour in public p^ils ; and iuppose we bid. him 
take all these particulars into considemtion, and *then 
pronounce, how, on tjie score of happiness and misery, 
the tyVant stands as compiired with the other men ? » • 

This proposal, he replied, frould be also a most just one. 

Then, in order that w^i may have some person who 
will. reply to our questions, should you wish us to claim a 
place amohg those* who, besides being competent to d<i- 
livcr judgment, have before now encountered people of 
this description? 

Yes, I should. 

tTome then, let me beg you to consider the question in 
the following light. Bearing in mind the Similarity that 
subsists between the state and the man, examine them 
singly in turn, and tell me the circumstances' in which 
each is placed. 

To what circumstances do you refer? 

To begin with the state, do you predicate freedom or 
slavery of one which is under the dominion of a tyrant? 

Cpiiisunii'date slavery. 

And yet you see it contains masters and freemen. 

True, it does contain a few such persons ; but the mass 
of the inhabitants, I might say, and the best of them are 
reduced to an ignominious and miserable servitude. 

Now, since the man resembles the state, must not the 
same order of things exist in him also, and must not his 
soul be freighted with abundance of slavery and servility, 
— -those parts of it, which were the best, being enslaved, 
while a small part, and that the most coitupt and insane, 
is dominant ? 

It must be so. 

If so, will such a soul, by your account, be bond or 
free ? 

I should certainly say the forrr^r. 

To return, is not the city, whiclf is enslaved to a tyrant, 
utterly precluded from aifling as it likes? * 

Yes. quite so. . 

ThAi the soul alsof which is tne seat of a. tyranny, con- 
sidered as a whole will be vc.ry far from doing whatever 
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it wishes! On the contrary it will be always dra^g^ed by 
the brute force of passionate di‘sire, and' will be filied with 
^:onfus\9n and remorse. 

Beyond a doubt. 

Ar^d must the cit^/ which is^the seat of a ty^iinny be 
rich or poor ? * 

It must be poor. ^ ^ 

578 * 'I'hcn the tyrannical soul also must Vjc always poverty- 
stricken and craving. 

Just so. 

Again : must not such a city and such a man be, as a 
iTfatter of course, a prey to fear.^ * ' 

Yes, indeed. 

Do you cxpecfl to find in any other city more weeping 
and wailing and lamentation and grief.^ 

Certainly not. 

And to return to the individual, do you imagine such 
things to exist in any one so abundantly as in this 
tyrannical man, who is maddened by appetites and 
longings? 

Why, how could they? 

Looking then, I suppose, at all these fa(fls, and others 
like them, you have decided that the city is the most 
miserable of cities. 

And am 1 not right? 

You are very right. But once more, looking at the 
same fads, what account do you give of the tyrannical 
man? 

1 should say that he is quite the most miserable of all 
men. 

There you are no longer right. 

How so? 

I believe, that 'this person is still not the most miser- 
able of all. 

Then who is? t, 

You will perhaps think the following person even more 
miserable. 

Describe him. 

I refer to the man wfio, being tyrannical, is prevented 
froiTif living a private life, because he is so unfortunate 
as to havc-fthe post of tyrant, by s^me mischanc^, pro- 
cured for him." 

I infer from the previous remarks that you are right. 
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Yes, I said ; but you must not be content with surmises 
here: cm the contVary, you ^nust examine the subjedl tho- 
roughly by such a process of reasoning as we j|>e pur-^ 
suing. For surely thi‘ point under investigation is of the 
highest ftioment, being asuit is the clteicc between a*good 
and an evil life. * 

That is perfedlly triie. . 

Observe, then, whether I am right. It appears totifc 
that, in examining the qucrftion, we ought to begin our 
inquiry with the following considerations. 

What are they? 

We must beghi *by considering the individual case »)f 
those i)rivate members of cities who are wealthy and pos- 
sess many slaves. For they have this point in common 
with the tyrant, that they rule over many persons. The 
difference lies in the greater number of his subjects. 

Yes, ifdoes. 

And now, arc you aware that such persons arc confident 
and do not fear their servants ? 

Yes ; what should make them fear them? 

Nothing : but do you understand the reason of it? 

Yes; it is because all the city supports each individual. 

You are right. Well, but if some deity were to lift out 
of {ho cky a single individual, possessed of fifty slaves 
or more, and were to plant him with his wife and children 
in some desert along with the rest of his substance and 
his servants, where none of the freemen would be likely to 
help him, would he not be seized, think you, with an in- 
describable terror lest he and his wife and children should 
be murdered by his servants? 

^ Yes, with utter terror, I think. 

And would he not be compelled from that time forward 
to coax some of his very slaves, and to promise largely, 
and emancipate them without any excuse for it? In fa(fl, 
would he not appear in the light of aiitalqcc^l flatterer of 
his attendants? 

He is doomed to death if he fails to do so. 

But what if hcayen had surrcianded him with a multi- 
tude of other neighbours, who would not endure that one 
person should claim the rights of a master over anpthcr, 
but punished with the utmost, severity any liuch person 
whom they caught ? 

In that case he would be, .1 imagine, involved still fur- 
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thcr in an utterly evil plight, because he is hemmed in by 
a ring of warders, all of whom *are his cilemies. ^ 

^ Andris not the tyrant a prisoner in a similar prison? 
For if his nature is such as we haw2 described, he is re- 
plete, with miiltitiidfhous terroc»s and longings t)f every 
kind; and, thoiigfi he has a greedy and inquisitive soul, is 
he not the only citizen that is precluded from travelling or 
setting eyes upon all those objects which every freeman 
desires to see? Docs he not bury himself in his house, 
and live for the most part the life of a wbman, while he 
positively envies all other citizens who, travel abroad and 
Sfte grand sights ? 

Yes, assuredly he does. 

Such being his evil condition, I continued, a larger ht^r- 
vcsl of misery is reaped by that person, who, with an evil 
inward constftution like that of the tyrannical* man, to 
whom you just now ascribed consummate wretchedness, 
is forced out of private life, and constrained by some acci- 
dent to assume despotic power, — thus undertaking to rule 
others when he cannot govern himself, just like a person 
who with a diseased and incontinent body is compelled to 
pass his life, not in retirement, but in wrestling and con- 
tending with other persons. • 

Undoubtedly, Socrates, the cases are very similar, and 
your account is very true. 

Then, my dear Glaucon, is not the condition of the 
tyrant utterly wretched, and does he not live a life which 
is even more intolerable than that of the man who, by 
your verdi(fl, lives most intolerably? 

Unquestionably, he replied. 

So, whatever may be thought, a very tyrant is in real 
truth a very slav^ in the most abjedl and intense shape, 
and a flatterer of the most vicious : and, so far from satis- 
fying his cravingi<in the smallest degree, he stands in 
utmost need of numberless things, and is in good truth a 
pauper, in the eyes of one who knows how to contemplate 
the soul as a whole ; and nil his life long he is loaded with 
terrors, and full of convulsions and pangs, if he resembles 
the disposition of the state over which he rules : and he 
does resemjrle it, does he pot? 

Certainly he' does. 

580 d'hen we shall also, in addition to this, ascribe to the 
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man what we st\ited before, — namely, that he cannot help 
being, and, in virtue of his power, becoming more and 
more cfivious, faithless, un^sl, friendless, impure, and the 
host and nurse of every vice ; and, in consequent of all 
this, he must in the fiijst place be unhappy in himself, and 
in the nftet place he must inake thos^ who arc near hini as 
unhappy as himself. 

No sensible man wijl coptradicfl you. 

I'hen pray go on, 1 proceeded, and, like the judge ^Ifo 
passes sentence after going •through the whole case, de- 
clare forthwith* who is fir^et, in your opinion, in point of 
liappiness, and who second, and so on, — arranging all 
the five nicn in ‘order, the kingly, the timocratical, the 
oligarchical, the democratical, the tyrannical. 

Well, he said, the decision is an easy one. I arrange 
them, like choruses, in the order of their entrance, in 
point of virtue and vice, happiness and misery. 

Shall we, then, hire a herald, or shall I m?xke proclama- 
tion in person, — that the son of Ariston has given his 
sentence to the effect that he is the happiest man who is 
best and justest, that is, who is most kingly, and who rules 
over himself royally ; whereas he is the most wretched 
man who is worst and most unjust, that is, who is most 
tyrannical, and who plays the tyrant to the greatest per- 
fe<^:lion batli over himself and over a city.^ 

Let such be your proclamation, he replied. 

And am 1 to add to my proclamation, that it makes no 
difference whether all men and gods find out their charac- 
ters, or not.^ 

Do so. 

Very well, I proceeded ; this will make one demonstra- 
tion for us. The following must make a second, if it shall 
be approved. 

What is it 

Since the soul of each individual ha^i)een divided into 
three parts corresponding to the three classes in the state, 
our position will admit, I think, of a second demonstration. 

What is it? . j 

It is the following. As there aVc three parts, so there 
appear to me to be three pleasures, one* appropriate to 
each ^art; and similarly three, appetites, nnd* governing 
principles 
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Explain yourself. 

According to us, one part was the organ whereby a man 
learns, and another that whcieby he shews spiri/. The 
jthird v^.as so multiform that we were imaJjle to address it 
by a single appropriate name ; so v^e named it after that 
which is its most inJpoiiant and strongest char.%^leristic. 
We called it appbtitive, on account of the violence of the 
appetites of hunger, thirst, an4 se?;, and all their accom- 
581 paliiments ; and we called it peculiarly money-loving, 
because money is the chief agent in the gratification of 
such appetites. 

Yes, we were right. 

, Then if we were to assert that the plea.^ure and the affec- 
tion of this third part have gain for their objccT, would 
not this be the best summary of the faeJils upon which we 
should be likely to settle by force of argument, as a means 
of conveying a clear idea to our minds, whenever we 
spoke of this part of the soul ? and shall we not be right 
in calling it money-loving and gain-loving? 

I confess 1 think so, he replied. 

Again, do we not maintain that the spirited part is 
wholly bent on winning power and vidlory and celebrity? 

Certainly wc do. 

Then would the title of strife-loving and honour-loving 
be appropriate to it ? 

Yes, most appropriate. 

Well, but with regard to the part by which we learn, it 
is obvious to every one that its entire and constant aim is 
to know how the truth stands, and that this of all the 
elements of our nature feels the least concern about wealth 
and reputation. 

Yes, quite the least. 

Then shall wc not do well to call it knowledge-loving 
and wisdom-lovilig? 

Of course wc shall. 

Docs not this '^^st reign in the souls of some persons, 
while in the souls of other people one or other of the two 
former, according to circumstances, is dominant? 

You are right. 

And for these reasons may we assert that men may be 
primarily classed under the three heads of lovers of wis- 
dom, of strife, and of gain? 

Yes, ccrtairrly. 
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'I ' 

And that thci\c arc three kinds of pleasures, respc(^^l:ively 
iinderlyincT the three classes? 

I''xa;*lly so. 

Now are you aware, I continued, that if you choose try 
ask three such men C7.ch in his turn, which of these lives 
is plcasiftitest, each will c. tol his ow.i beyond the others? 
Thus the money-makinij;^ man will tell you, that compared 
with the pleasures of yain.,th(-' of bein^ honoured 
or of* accjuiring knowledge are worthless, excei)t in soTAr 
as they can produce money. 

'Frue. • I 

Hut what of the honour-loving man? Does he not look 
upon the ‘plcasuie derived from money as a vulgar or 'j 
while, on the other hand, he regards the pleasure derived 
from learning as a mere vapour and absurdity, unless 
honour be the fruit of it? 

*That is precisely the case. 

And^ must we not suppose that the lover of wisdom 
regards all the other pleasures as, by comparison, very far 
inferior to the pleasure of knowing how the truth stands, 
and of being constantly occupied with this pursuit of 
knowledge ; and that he calls those other pleasures stridlly 
necessary, because, if they were not necessary, he would 
feel no desire for them ? 

\ye m,iy*bc certain that it is so, he replied. 

Then whenever a dispute is raised as to the pleasures 
of each kind and the life itself of each class, not in refer- 
ence to degrees of beauty and deformity, of morality and 
immorality, but in reference merely to their position in the 58 
scale of pleasure, and freedom from pain,- how can we 
know which of the three men speaks most truly? 

^ 1 am not quite prepared to answer. 

Well ; look at the question in this light. What must be 
the instrument employed in passing a judgment, in order 
that such a judgment maybe correft? Must it not be ex- 
perience, wisdom, and reasoning? or ca 1 one find a better 
organ of judging than these? 

Of course we cannot. 

Then observe. , Of the thrc"' men, which is the best 

* The passage is undoubtedly corrupt. In (|efault of a better 
emendation we have adopted the proposal of Stalli)aun:, who 
reads /lct; oLibfieOa instead of 7roiw".6(9a, and oHaas irdpu Troj^ptOy 
instead of ov iratw irSppu). 
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acquainted by experience with all the pleasures which we 
have mentioned? Does the lover of gain study the nature 
of real truth to such an extend as to be^, in your opinion, 
lAcquaisted with the pleasure of knowledge better than 
the lover of wisdom is acquainted with the pleasure of 
gain ? " 

There is a great difference, he replied. The lover of 
wisdom is compelled to taste the pleasures of gain from 
his childhood : whereas the lover of gain is not compelled 
to study the nature of the thfhgs that really exist, and thus 
to taste the sweetness of this pleasure, and become ac- 
quainted with it : rather I should say, it is not easy for 
him to do this, even if he has the inclination. 

Hence, I proceeded, the lover of wisdom is far superior 
to the lover of gain in pra<Slical acquaintance with both 
the pleasures. 

He is indeed. 

But what of the lover of honour? Is he acquainted with 
the pleasure of wisdom as thoroughly as the lover of wis- 
dom is acquainted with the pleasure of honour? 

Nay, said he; honour waits upon them all, if each 
works out the objedl of his pursuit. For the rich man is 
honoured by many people, as well as the courageous and 
the wise ; so that all are acquainted with the nj|^ture of the 
pleasure to be derived from the fa6l of being lioncu red. 
But the nature of the pleasure to be found in the contem- 
plation of truth, none can have tasted, except the lover of 
wisdom. 

Then, as far as pratTical acquaintance goes, the lover of 
wisdom is the best judge of the three. 

Quite so. 

Also we know that he alone can lay claim to wisdom as 
well as experience. 

Undoubtedly. 

Once more ; the organ by which judgment is passed is 
an organ belonging, not to the lover of gain or of honour, 
but to the lover of wisdom. 

What is that organ? 

We stated, I believe, fl* at judgment must be passed by 
means of reasoning. Did we not? 

Wi- did. 

And reasoning is, in an ;especial degree, the orgaq of the 
lover of wisdom. 
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Certainly. 

Consequently, if wealth jand gain were the best instru- 
ments for deciding questions as they arise, the praise and 
the censure of the lover of gain would necessarily be most 
true. 

Quite so. 

And if honour, vicldory, and courage, were the best in- 
struments for the purpose, the sentence of the love * of 
honour and of strife would be most true, would it not? 

Obviously it would. 

But since experience, wisdom, and reasoning, are the 
best instruments^ — what then? 

Why of course, he replied, the praise of the lover of 
wisdom and of reasoning is the truest. 

Then, if the pleasures are three in number, will the 583 
pleasure of this part of the soul, by wdiich we learn, be 
pleasantest? and will the life of that man amongst us, in 
whom this part is dominant, be also most pleasant? 

Unquestionably it will ; at any rate, the man 'of wisdom 
is fully authorized to praise his own life. 

And what life, I asked, does the judge pronounce 
second, and what pleasure second? 

Obviously, the pleasure of the warlike and honour- 
loving mafi? For it approaches the first more nearly than 
the pleasure of the money-making man does. 

Then the pleasure of the lover of gain is to be placed 
last, as it appears. 

Undoubtedly, he replied. 

Thus will the unjust man be twice in succession foiled, 
and twice conquered by the just. And now for the third 
and last time, address yourself, like a combatant in the 
gieat games, to Olympian Zeus, the Preserver, and observe 
that in the pleasure of all but the wise n .an there is some- 
thing positively unreal and ungenuinc, and slight as the 
rude outline of a piefbure, as I think I have been told by 
some learned man. And let me say, that a fall in this 
bout will be the heaviest and most decisive of all. 

Quite so: but explain yourself- 

1 shall find what we want, 1 replied, if you will re- 
spond while I prosecute the inquiry. 

Put your questions, by all means. 

Teh me then, I proceeded, do we not assert»that pain is 
the opposite of pleasure ? 


21 
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Assuredly we do. 

And also that there is such <a thing as a simultaneous 
,|jbsenc§^both of pleasure and of pain. ^ 

Certainly there is. , 

In, other words, you admit that there is a point mid- 
way between the two at which the mind reposes from both. 
Is not that your meaning? 

’■ it is. 

Have you forgotten the language which people hold 
when they are ill? 

Give me a specimen of it. 

' They tell us that nothing is pleasanter than health, but 
that, before they were ill, they had not found out its 
supreme pleasantness. 

1 remember. 

Do you not also hear persons who are in excessive p.iin 
say, that nothing is so pleasant as relief from pain? 

1 do. 

And 1 think you find that, on many other similar occa- 
sions, persons, when they arc uneasy, extol as supremely 
pleasant, not positive joy, but the absence of, and repose 
from, uneasiness. 

True, he replied; and perhaps the reason is, that at 
such times this relief does become positively j 51 e!iisai>,t and 
delightful. 

In the same way we might expe(fl, that when a person’s 
Joy has ceased, the repose from pleasure will be painful. 

Perhaps so. 

Thus the repose, which we described just now as midway 
between pleasure and pain, must be now one, now the other. 

So it would seem. 

Can that, which is neither pleasure nor pain, become 
both ? 

I think not. 

Again, pleasuft?^ and pain, when present in the mind, 
are both of them emotions, arc they not ? 

They are. 

584 But was not the simu^aneous absence of pleasure and 
of pain shewn just now^ to indicate a state of undoubted 
repc^se, midway between the two? 

It was. v\ 

Then ho% can it be right to regard the absence 8f pain 
as pleasant,* or the absence of pleasure as painful? 
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It cannot be right. 

Hence, the rejJose felt at the times we speak of is not 
really, but only appears to be, pleasant by the sidJTof whrJt 
is painful, and painful by the side of ^hat is pleasant ; and 
these representations will in no instanct^ stand the l?est of 
comparison with veritable pleasure, because they are only 
a species of enchantment, ^ 

1 confess that the argument points to that conclusion. 

In the next place turn your eyes to pleasures which do 
not grow out of pains, to prevent your imagining, as per- 
haps at the present moment you might do, that it is a law 
of nature that pleasure should be a cessation of pain, and 
pain a cessation of pleasure. 

Pray where am 1 to look, and what pleasures do you 
incan 1 

Among many others, I replied, you may, if you will, 
take as the best example for your consideration the plea- 
sures of smell ; which, without the existence of any j)re- 
vious uneasiness, spring up suddenly in extraordinary 
intensity, and when they are over, leave no pain behind. 

That is cpiite true. 

Then do not let us be persuaded that genuine pleasure 
consists in^ the release from pain, or that genuine pain 
consists in the release from pleasure. 

No. 

But it is certain that, speaking roughly, most of the so- 
called pleasures which reach the mind through the body, 
and the keenest of them, belong to this species ; that is to 
say, they are a kind of release from pain. 

They arc. 

^Does not the same remark apply to those pleasures and 
pains of anticipation which precede thcip? 

It does. 

Now, are you aware what the chala{^:l;cr of these plea- 
sures is, and what they most resemble? 

What .? 

Do you believe that there is in the nature of things a 
real Above, and Below, and an Intermediate ? 

Yes, I do. 

And do you imagine that a person, carried from below 
to that intermediate position, could help fancying that he 
is being carried above? And when he is stationary in 
that situation, and looks to the place from whence he has 

o, j — 2 
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been carried, do you imagine that he can help supposing 
his position to be above, if he has not seen tl*e real 
."'.bove? 

F'or my own part, he replied, I assure you I cannot ima- 
gine how such a person is to think differently. 

Well, supposing him to be carried to his old place, 
would he think that he is being carred below, and would 
he be right in so thinking? 

Of course he would. 

And will not all this happen to him, because he is not 
acquainted with the real Above, and Between, and Below? 

Obviously it will. 

Then can you wonder, that persons unacquainted with 
truth, besides holding a multitude of other unsound opi- 
nions, stand to pleasure and pain and their intermediate, 
in such a posHion, that though when they are carried to 
585 what is painful, they form a corre<ft opinion of their con- 
dition, and are really in pain ; yet, when they are carried 
from pain to the middle point between pain and pleasure, 
they obstinately imagine that they have arrived at fulness 
of pleasure, — which they have never experienced, and con- 
sequently arc deceived by contrasting pain with the ab- 
sence of pain, like persons who, not knowing white, con- 
trast gray with black, and take it for white ? 

No, indeed, I cannot wonder at it; nay, I should won- 
der much more if it were not so. 

Well, consider the question in another light. Are not 
hunger and thirst, and similar sensations, a kind of empti- 
ness of the bodily constitution ? 

Undoubtedly. 

Similarly, arc not ignorance and folly an emptiness of 
the mental constitution? 

Yes, certainly. 

Will not the man who cats, and the man who gets 
understanding, be hlled ? 

Of course. , 

And will fulness, induced by a real substance, be more 
true or less true than taat induced by a less real sub- 
stance ? 

Obviously, the more real the substance, the more true is 
the fulness. 

Then do you think that pure being enters more largely 
into the constitution of the class of substances like bread 
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and meat and. drink, and food generally, than into the 
constitution of that species of things which includes true 
opinion and sciefice and understanding, and in a word, all 
virtue? In forming yoiy judgment look at th^ matty 
thus. Do you believt that real existence is essentially the 
attribufti of that which if closely ctftinec^led with t^ie un- 
changing and immortal dhd with truth, ^nd which is itself 
unchanging and imiiv^ttai, and appeal's in substances like 
itself ; or, is it rather the attribute of that which is cl«?fsely 
connec!:l.ed with the changeful and mortal, and which is 
itself changefifl and moilml, and appears in things of kin- 
dred mould? 

It is the attribifte of the former in a very superior de- 
gree, he replied. 

And does science enter at all less largely, than real ex- 
ijjtence, into the substance of the unchanging ? 

Certainly not. 

Well, does truth enter le^s largely? 

No. ^ 

That is to say, if truth enters less largely, real existence 
enters less largely also? 

Necessarily so. 

Speaking universally, does not the cultivation of the 
body in all its branches contain truth and real existence 
in aHesS*clcgree than the cultivation of the soul in all its 
branches? 

Yes, in a much less degree. 

And do you not regard the body itself as less true and 
real than the soul? 

I do. 

And is not that, which is filled with substances more 
rpal, and which is itself more real, really more filled than 
that which is filled with things less real, and which is 
itself less real ? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

Hence, as it is pleasant to a subje(5:Uft) be tilled with the 
things that are naturally appropriate to it, that subjc(!^l 
which is really more filled, and tilled with real substances, 
will in a more real and true s«]se be produiflivc of true 
pleasure ; w^hcrcas that subjecfl which partakes of things 
less real, will be less really and less securely filled, 
will j^articipate in a less true and less trustwortihy pleasure. 

The conclusion is absolutely inevitable, 'he replied. 
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586 Those, therefore, who are unacquainted with wisdom 
and virtue, and who spend their time in perpetual ban- 
queting and similar indulgences, are carried down, as it 
appears and back again only as far as the midway point 
on the upward road ; and between these limits they roam 
their life long, without ever overstepping them so as to 
look up towards, or be carried to, the true Above: and 
they have never been really filled with what is real, or 
tasted sure and unmingled pleasure; but, like cattle, they 
are always looking downwarcis, and hanging their heads 
to the ground, and poking them into their dining-tables, 
while they graze and get fat and propagate their species ; 
and, to satiate their greedy desire for these enjoyments, 
they kick and butt with hoofs and horns of iron, till they 
kill one another under the influence of ravenous appetites ; 
because they fill with things unreal the unreal and incon- 
tinent part of their nature. 

Certainly, Socrates, said Glaucon, you describe like an 
oracle the life of the majority of persons. 

And docs it not follow that they consort with pleasures 
mingled with pain which arc mere phantoms and rude 
outlines of the true pleasure, and which are so coloured by 
simple Juxtaposition to pain, that they appear in each case 
to be extravagantly great, and beget a frantic passion for 
themselves in the breasts of the foolish people, and arc 
made subjedls of contention, like that phantom of Helen, 
for which, according to Stcsichorus, the combatants at 
Troy fought, in ignorance of the true Helen ? 

Such a state of things, he replied, follows as a matter of 
course. 

And now to come to the spirited element. Must not 
the consequences be exa<flly similar, whenever a man 
labours for the gratification of this part of his nature, 
either in the shape of jealousy from motives of ambition, 
or in the shape of ^dolence from love of strife, or in the 
shape of anger out of discontent, while he pursues after 
honour and viclory and anger to his own satisfadfion, 
without refledtion and without sound sense 

The consequences in this case also must necessarily be 
similar. 

And what :s the inference.? May we assert confidently, 
that of all the appetites with which the gain-loving and 
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honour-loving elements are conversant, those which follow 
the leading of science and reason, and along with them 
pursue^ the pleasfires which wisdom diredls, till they find 
them, will find not only tljc truest pleasures that^iey can 
possibly find, in consequence of their devotion to truth, biil 
also th^ pleasures appropriate to thetn, since what is best 
for each is also most appropriate? 

Yes, no doubt it is yiost appropriate. 

Hence, so long as the whole soul follows the guidance of 
the wisdom-loving element ^vithout any dissension, each 
part can not Only do itSflOwn proper work in all respecfls, 
or in other words, be just ; but, moreover, it can enjoy its 
own proper pleaslires, in the best and truest shape possible. 

Yes, precisely so. 

On the other hand, whenever cither of the two other ele- 
ments has gained the mastery, it is fated not only to miss 
the discovery of its own pleasure, but also to constrain the 
Other principles to pursue an alien and untrue plciisure. 

Just so. 

Well, the further a thing is removed from philosophy 
and reason, the more likely will it be to produce such evil 
effedls, will it not ? 

Yes, much more likely. 

And that is furthest removed from reason which is fur- 
ther? reiffoved from law and order, is it not ? 

Quite obviously. 

And have not the passionate or tyrannical appetites 
been proved to be furthest removed from law ajid order ? 

Yes, quite the furthest. 

Whereas the kingly and regular appetites stand nearest 
to law and order, do they not ? 

, They do. 

Hence, if I am not mistaken, the tyrant will be furthest 
from, and the king nearest to, true aifd specially appro- 
priate pleasure, „ 

It is undeniable. 

And therefore the tyrant will live most unpleasantly, and 
the king most pleasantly. 

It is quite undejiiable. 

And pray arc you aware of the extent to which the dis- 
comfort of the tyrant’s life exceeds that of the king’sif 

I \^it for you to tell me. 

There are three pleasures, it appears, - one genuine, and 
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two spurious. Now the tyrant has trespassed beyond these 
last, has fled from law and reason, and lives with a body- 
guard of slavish pleasures ; and^the extent of his inftriority 
is hard 'ndecd to state, unless. perhaps it may be stated 
thus. 

How? 

Reckoning froii) the oligarchical man, the tyrant stands 
third, I believe, in the descending- line ; for the demo- 
cfaiical man stood between. 

Yes, 

Then, if our former remarks ' were true,' must not the 
pleasure with which he consorts, be, so,hm as truth is con- 
cc^rned, a copy of a copy, the original of which is 'in the 
possession of the oligarchical man ? 

Just so. 

Again, reckoning from the kingly man, the oligarchical 
in his turn stjjnds third in the descending line, supposing 
us to identify the arislocratical and the kingly ? 

True, he does. 

Therefore the tyrant is thrice three times- removed from 
true pleasure. 

Apparently so. 

Then it seems that tyrannical pleasure may be repre- 
sented geometrically by a scpiare number, 9. 

Exa(fUy so. 

And by squaring and cubing, it is made quite clear to 
what a great distance the tyrant is removed. 

Yes, to an arithmetician it is. 

Conversely, if you wish to state the distance at which 
the king stands from the tyrant in point of reality of plea- 
sure, by working out the multiplication you will find that 
the former lives 729 times more pleasantly than the latter, 
or that the latter^ lives more painfully than the former in 
the same proportion. 

You have brought out an extraordinary result in calcu- 
88 lating the difference between the just man and the unjust, 
on the score of pleasure and pain. 

Well, I replied, I am sure that the number is corre<fl, 

^ Let A ■== the kingly '^)teasiire, /> ~ oligarchical pleasure, 
C — tyrannical pleasure. Jf A be represented by t, ^ will be 
represented by 3. But^ : E r. B : C. Therefore A : C :: t : 
And, cubing, -/i : C :: i : 72^'. The whole passage is obTiously 
playful. 
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and applicable to’human life, if days and nights and months 
and years are applicable thereto. 

And fio doubt ifiey are. 

Then if the good and Just man so far surpajites tht^ 
wicked ajid unjust in pl>int of pleasure^ will he not surpass 
him incalculably more in*graccfulncss of life, in beauty, 
and in virtue ? 

Yes, indeed he will, incalculably. 

Well, then, 1 ^ contiiiSved, now that w'c have arrived ai 
this stage of the aigumentt let us resume that first discus- 
sion which brouglY us hither. It was stated, I believe, that 
injustice is profitable to the man who is consummately^ 
unjust, while he is reputed to be just. Or am I wrong 
about the statement? 

No, you are right. 

This is the moment for arguing with the author of this 
remark, now that we have come to an agreement as to the 
respec^Bve effects of a course of injustice, and of a course 
of justice. 

How must we proceed? 

We must mould in fancy a representation of the soul, 
in order that the speaker may perceive what his remark 
amounts to. 

W 4 iat kTiid of representation is it to be ? 

We must represent to ourselves, I replied, a creature like 
one of those which, according to the legend, existed in old 
times, such as Chimera, and Scylla, and Cerberus, not to 
mention a host of other monsters, in the case of which we 
are told that several generic forms have grown together 
and coalesced into one. 

True, we do hear such stories. 

Well, mould in the first place the fev'm of a motley 
many-headed monster, furnished with a ring of heads of 
tame and wild animals, which he can produce by turns in 
every instance out of himself. • 

It requires a cunning modeller to do so ; nevertheless, 
since fancy is more plastic than ^ wax and substances as 
pliable as wax, suppose it done. 

Nqw proceed, secondly, to mould the fprm of a lion, 
and, thirdly, the form of a man. But let the first be iiAch 
the greatest of the three, and the*second nex^t it. 

That is easier : it is done. 
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Now combine the three into one, so as to make them 
grow together to a certain extent. 

I have done so. 

Lastl/, invest them externaKy with the form of one of 
the three, namely, the man, so tha*c the person who can- 
not sec inside, /xnc( only notices the outside sfein, may 
fancy that it is one single animal, to wit, a man. 

, I have done it. 

And now to the person who asserts that it is profitable 
for this creature man to be unrighteous, and that it is not 
for his interest to do justice, lef’us reply that his assertion 
amounts to this, that it is profitable /or him to feast and 
589 strengthen the nuiitifarious monster and the lion and its 
members, and to starve and enfeeble the man to such an 
extent as to leave him at the mercy of the guidance of 
cither of the other two, without making any attempt to 
habituate or# reconcile them to one another, but leaving 
them together to bite and struggle and devour each other. 

True, he replied, the person who praises injustice will 
certainly in cffedl say this. 

On the other hand, will not the advocate of the pro- 
fitableness of justice assert that adions and words ought 
to be such as will enable the inward man to have the 
firmest control over the entire man, and, with the lion for 
his ally, to cultivate, like a husbandman, the m^ny-Iieadcd 
beast, — nursing and rearing the tame parts of it, and 
checking the growth of the wild ; and thus to pursue his 
training on the principle of concerninghimself for all jointly, 
and reconciling them to one another and to himself.? 

Yes, these again are precisely the assertions of the per- 
son who praises justice. 

'Fhen in every way the panegyrist of justice will speak 
the truth, while, the panegyrist of injustice will lie. For 
whether you look at pleasure, at reputation, or at advan- 
tage, the panegyrist of the righteous • man speaks truth, 
whereas all the Criticisms of his enemy are unsound and 
ignorant. 

I am thoroughly of that opinion, said he. 

Let us therefore try tifwin him over' mildly (for his error 
is involuntary), and let us put this question to him;— -My 
goc^l friend, may we not assert that the practices which 
are held lo be fair and* foul, are fair or foul according as 
they cither subjugate the brutal parts of our nature to the 



Book IX.] THE REPUBLIC OE PLATO, 331 

man, — perhaps I should rather say, to the divine part, -or 
make the tame part the servant and slave of the wiid.^ 

Will he^ay, yes ? or how wifi he reply ? 

He will say yes, if he wili take my advice. 

Then according to tlfts argument, I proceeded, can it be 
profitable* for any one to talle gold unjustly, since the ton- 
sequence is, that, in the moment of taking the gold, he is 
enslaving the best part hiiin to the most vile ? or, it beba}^ 
admitted that, had he taken g^ld to sell a son or a daugh- 
ter into slavery, and a slavery among wild and wicked 
masters, it coulcf have donl' him no good to receive even 
an immense, sum for jjuch a purpose ; will it be argued that^ 590 
if he ruthlessly enslaves the divinest part of himself to the 
most ungodly and accursed, he is /w^ a miserable man, 
and is no^ being bribed to a far more awful destrudlion 
thaij PTiphyle, when she took the necklace as the price of 
her husband’s life ? • 

I will reply in his behalf, said Glaucon : it is indeed 
much more awful. 

And do you not think that intemperance, again, has been 
censured time out of mind for the reason that, during its 
outbreaks, that great and multiform beast, which is so , 
terrible, receives more liberty than it ought to have ? 

Obviously, ^ou are right. 

And*are*not the terms, selfwill and discontent, used to 
convey a reproof, whenever the lion-like and serpentine 
creature is exalted and enhanced out of all harmony? 

ICxa^lly so. 

Again, are not luxury and effeminacy censured because 
they relax and unnerve this same creature, by begetting 
cowardice in him ? 

Ujidoubtedly they arc. 

And are not the reproachful names of flattery and ser- 
vility bestowed, whenever a person subjugates this same 
spirited animal to the turbulent monster,^ and, to gratify 
the latter’s insatiable craving for money, drains the former 
from the first, by a long course of insult, to become an ape 
instead of a lion ? 

Certainly you are right. 

And why, let me ask you, are coarseness ^and vulgarity 
considered discreditable? May we not assert that thtse 
terms ii'qply that the most excellcrft element in tlie person, 
to whom they arc attributed, is naturally weak, so that 
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instead of beinj^ able to govern the creatures within him, 
he pays them court, and can only learn how to flatter them ? 

Apparently so, he replied. ' ‘ ^ 

TheL^, in order that such a person may be governed by 
an authority simih^r to that by \Vhich the best man is 
governed, do wtjv not maintain' that ke ought to* be made 
the servant of that best man, in whom the divine element 

supreme? Wc do not indoed imagine that the ijjervant 
ought to be governed to his own detriment, which Thrasy- 
machus held to be the lot of the subjedl : on the contrary, 
we believe it to be better for dvery one to be governed by 
a wise and divine power, which ougjib if possible, to be 
seated in the man’s own heart, the only alternative being 
to impose it from without ; in order that we may be all 
alike, so far as nature permits, and mutual friends, from 
the fatfl of being steered by the same pilot. 

Yes, that is quite right. 

And this, I continued, is plainly the intention of law,— 
that common friend of all the members of a state, - and 
also of the government of children, which consists in with- 
holding their freedom, until the time when we have formed 
a constitution in them, as wc should in a city, and until, 
by cultivating the noblest principle of their nature, we 
have established in their hearts a guardian anj:l a sovereign, 
the very counterpart of our own ; — from whidti tiine for- 
ward we suffer them to go free. 

Yes that is plain. 

Then pray, Glaucon, on wfliat principle, and by what 
line of argument, can we maintain that it is profitable for a 
^man to be unjust, or intemperate, or to commit any dis- 
graceful a(fl, which will sink him deeper in vice, though he 
may increase his wealth thereby, or acquire additional 
power? ,, 

We cannot maintain that dodlrinc on any ground. 

And by what argument can w'e uphold the advantages 
of disguising the'Commission of injustice, and escaping the 
penalties of it ? Am 1 not right in supposing that the man, 
who thus escapes detcc^fion, grows still more vicious than 
before ; Avhereas if he lil found out and punished, the brute 
part of him k? quenched and tamed, and the tame part is 
liberated, and the whole soul is moulded to the loftiest 
dispositibn, and thus, through the acquisition of temper- 
ance and justice combined with wisdom, attains to a con- 
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dition which is more precious than that attained by a body 
endowed with strength and t)eaiity and health, in the exa(^t 
proportion in which the spul is more precious tl\an the_ 
body? ^ • 

Yes, iftdeed, you a^re right. 

Hence I conclude, the man of imderstifnding will direcfl 
all his energies through life to this one obje^l ; his plan 
being, *in the first place, to iionour those studies which \liW 
impress this high characHier •upon his soul, while at the 
same time he slights all oUiers. 

Obviously. 

And as for his 'bodily habit and bodily support, in tlwj 
second place, — far from living devoted to the indulgence 
of brute irrational pleasure, he will shew-* that even health 
is not an objedb with him, and that he does not attach pre- 
eminent importance to the acquisition of strength or health 
or beauty, unless they are likely to make him temperate; 
because, in keeping the harmony of the body in tunc, his 
constant aim is to preserve the symphony which ‘resides in 
the soul. 

Yes, no doubt it is, if he intends to be a genuine votary 
of music. 

Will he not also shew how stri<^ly he upholds that system 
and^oonewd which ought to be maintained in the acqui- 
sition of wealth? And will he not avoid being dazzled 
by the congratulations of the crowd into multiplying in- 
finitely the bulk of his wealth, which would bring him 
endless trouble? 

I think he will. 

On the contrary, an anxious reference to his inward 
constitution, and a watchful care that none of its parts be 
pu*shcd from their propriety owing to a superabundance 
or scantiness of substance, will be the principles by which, 
to the best of his ability, he will steer his course in adding 
to, or spending out of, his property. 

Precisely so. 

And, once more, in reference to honours, — with the same 
standard constantly before his ^jyes, he will be glad to 59 
taste and partake of those which ne thinks will make him 
a better man ; whereas he will shun, in ‘private an^l in 
public, those which he thinks lijcely to break ^p his ex- 
isting Condition. 


Reading (fiavtirai with Ast, instead of (palvrjrai. 
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If that is his chief concern, I suppose he will not con- 
sent to interfere with politics. • 

^ By i^;'y faith, you are wrong,, I replied ; for he certainly 
will, — at least, in his own city, thouigh perhaps not in his 
nati'/e land, unlesf^ some prtvidential accideiti should 
occur. 

I understand, he replied, ^e will do so, you mean, in 
the city whose organization we have now completed, and 
which is confined to the reg4jn of speculation ; for I do not 
believe it is to be found anywhere on earth. 

Well, said I, pcrhajis in heaven there is laid up a pattern 
of it for him who wishes to behold if, 'and, beholding, to 
organize himself accordingly. And the question of its 
present or future existence on earth is quite unimportant. 
For in any case he will adopt the prac^lices of such a city, 
to the exclusion of those of every other. 

Probably fic will, he replied. 
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BOOR X. 


Wktj., I continiied, I mii^t say that, while 1 am led by 595 
a variety of considerations to believe that we were un- 
questionably riglU m our plans for organizing the state, J 
feel this convi61ion most strongly when I think of our 
regulations about pqetry. 

What was the nature of them ? 

They were to the cffc(!:l: that we ought on no account to 
admit that branch of ])oetry which is imitative : and now 
that the specific parts of the soul have been each separately 
defined, the convic'tion that such poetry mu'st be un- 
hesitatingly refused admittance, is to my mind even clearer 
than it was before. 

Explain what you mean. 

1 am quite sure that you will not denounce me to the 
tragedian^ and the whole company of imitative poets, and 
therefore \ do not mind saying to you, that all imitative 
poetry would seem to be detrimental to the understanding 
of those hearers who do not possess the antidote in a 
knowledge of its real nature. 

Pray what is the purport of your remarks? 

I must speak my mind, although 1 confess I am checked 
by a kind of affertionate respect for Homer, of which I 
hawe been conscious since 1 was a child. For of all those 
beautiful tragic poets he seems to have been the original 
master and guide. But it would be wrong to honour a man 
at the expense of truth, and therefore bmust, as I said, 
speak out. * 

By all means do so. 

Listen then, or rather reply. 

Put your ciucstioiis. 

Can you give me any account of the natare of imitation 
generally? For I assure you I am at a loss .myselt to 
imdersiand its real meaning. 

And so you expert nie to understand it. 
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It would not be extraordinary if you did ; for it often 
596 happens that shortsis^hted people make out pbjec‘;l:s sooner 
than quicksighted. 

True ; but in your presence, if 1 did make a diseovery, 1 
should not have the courage to mentipii' it : |;herch)re look 
yourself. 

Well, is it your wish that we should pursuc our usual 
cOt.rsc in the outset of our investigation? We have, I 
believe, been in the habit of assiimint| the existence, in 
each instance, of some one Form, which includes the 
numerous jjarticular things to which we apply the same 
name. Do you understand, or not? ' ' 

I do understand. ^ 

'riien let us, on the present occastpn, take any one of 
those numerous things that suits your pleasure. For ex- 
ample, if this instance suits you, there are, of course, many 
beds and m:in>' tables. 

Certainly. 

But of r’orms in connexion with these articles, thei;e are, 
1 believe, only two, one the P'orm of a bed,. and one that 
of a table. 

Yes. 

Have wc not also been accustomed to say that the manu- 
fac^lurer of each of these articles is looking at the P'orm 
while he is constructing the beds or the tables which we 
employ, or whatever it may be.^ For, of course, no manu- 
facturer constructs the Form itself; because that is im- 
possible. 

Certainly it is. 

But pray consider how you wall describe the following 
workman. 

To whom do you allude ? 

1 allude to the workman who construdls all the articles 
which come within the province of the whole class of 
artisans. 

You are talking of a marvellously clever man. 

Wait a little, and you will have better reasons for saying 
so. Besides being able to construct all manufaitureci 
articles, the same artisan produces everything that grows 
out of the ground, and creates all living things, himself 
among others ; and, in addition to this, heaven and earth 
and the gods and all the heavenly bodies and all th^ beings 
of the nether world arc his workmanship. 
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What an extraordinarily int^enious person you arc do- 
scribii)^ ! » 

You arc incredulous, an; you ? Then tell riie |^Uo yo|j 
think that the existence of such an archited\ is a complete 
inipossiteility ? or do you«bclicve th^t in one way ihero; 
could, and il^ apother way there could fiol, be a manit- 
fa(^lurer of such p variety of things ? Do you not perceive 
that, fn a kind of wa^ even you yourself could constitidt 
this multiplicity of objetls? • 

Pray what i^ this way? he masked. 

Far from bcih^ diffr^uU, 1 replied; it is a rapid method, 
and admits of tnan'y variations. Perhaps the most rapid, 
way of all would be to take a mirror, and turn it round in 
every dirctflion! You will not be loni; in making; the sun 
and the heavenly bodies, nor in making the earth, nor in 
ma^cing yourself, and every other living thin^% and all in- 
animate objects, and plants, and everything that we men- 
tioned just now. 

Yes, we can produce so many appearances, but assur- 
edly not truly existing things. 

Right; and your oloscrvation is Just to the point. Now, 
in my opinion, the painter also belongs to this class of 
architccils. Does he not.^ 

Certa.inl^.tTe does. 

But I suppose you will say that all his creations are un- 
real. And yet the painter too, in a kind of way, constriRls 
a bed. Or am I wrong 1 

Yes, the painter too constructs a bed in appearance. 

But what of the manufatlurer of beds? Did you not 
certainly say a minute ago, that he did not constru(!:l the 
Form, which, according to our doClrine, constitutes the 
reality of a bed, — but only a particular bed? 

Yes, I did say so. * 

Consecpiently, if he does not construCl what really e.xists, 
must we not say that he docs not consU'Rc^l a real thing, 
but only something like the reality, but still unreal ? And 
if any one were to describe the work of the bed- w right, 
or of any other artisan, as pcrfo(fily real, his account of 
the matter would be, in all probability, untrue, would it 
not ? * f 

Yes, in the opinion of those wIk^ are versed inisiich dis- 
cussion's these. ^ • 

Then let us not be at all surprised at finding that things 
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as substantial as a bed ‘are shadowy objects when con- 
trasted with reality. 

True, 

Should you like us to employ these illustrations in our 
inquiry into the real nature of an imitator? 

If you please, ne replied. 

Well, here we have three sorts of beds; of which one 
(ixibts in the nature of things ; andThis we shall attribute, 
if 1 am not mistaken, to the workmanship of God. If not, 
to whom can we attribute it ? , 

We can only attribute it to Him,^ I thih'k. 

‘ The second is made by the upholsterer. 

Yes. 

And the third is the produ61ion of the painter. Is it not ? 

Be it so. 

Thus we have three kinds of beds, and three superintend- 
ents of their manufa(^\ure,- the painter, the upholsterer, 
(kxl. 

Yes, three. 

Now whether it was that (md did not choose to make 
more than one bed, or that by a species of necessity he 
was precluded from making more than one in the universe, 
he has at any rate made only one, which is the absolute 
essential Bed. But two, or more than two, sueb beds have 
not been created by God, and never will be. ' 

How so? 

Because, if Cmd had made only two, a single bed would 
again have made its appearance, whose Form would enter 
into the other two in their turn ; and //i/s would be the 
absolute essential Bed, and not the two. 

You arc right. 

Knowing this, 1 should suppose, and wishing to be 'the 
real maker of the really existing bed, and not a certain 
indetinite manufac^lurer of a certain indefinite bed, God 
created a single such Bed. 

It seems so. 

Then are you in favour of our addressing Him as the 
Creator, for example, o^lhis object? 

Yes, he replied, it but just to do so, seeing that by 
creation He has made both this, and everything else. 

And what of the upholsterer? Must we not style him 
the artificer '^f a bed? 

Yes. 
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May we };o on to call the painter, the artiliccr and 
maker gf this sanu; article ?. 

Certainly not. 

Then, by youi* accouiU, what is he with reference tS a bed f 

fn m)^ opinion he nii^h4 most just#y be styled the imi- 
tator of that of which the other two are ijftiticers. 

Well, then, do yon call the author of that which is twice 
removed from the thin^ as‘*it was created, an imitator 

Yes, exactly so. 

Hence, since Jihe tragedjan is an imitator, we may pre- 
dicate of him likewise, that he, alon^ with all the other 
imitators, is the third in descent from the sovereign anj. 
from truth. 

So it would appear. 

Then we are unanimous as to the nature of the imitator, 
liut answer me one question about the painter. Do you 
suppose that a painter attempts to imitate flie originally 
created objecil;, or the produ6lions of the artificer.^ 

The latter, he replied. 

As they really exist, or as they appear? Define this 
further. 

What do you mean ? 

I mean this : when you look at abed sideways, or in front, 
or from ai^ f)ther position whatever, does it alter its iden- 
tity at all, or docs it continue really the same, though it 
appears changed? And so of everything else? 

The latter is the true account : it appears different, but 
it is not really changed. 

Now this is the point which I wish you to consider. To 
which of the two is painting, in every instance, diretled.-* 
Does it study to imitate the real nature of real objec^ds, or 
the*apparent nature of appearances ? In other words, is it 
an imitation of a phantasm, or of truth? * 

Of the former, he replied. 

The imitative art, then, is, I conceive, e completely di- 
vorced from truth; and, apparently, it is enabled to effedl 
so much, because it only seizes upon an object! in a small 
part of its extent, and that smaU part is unsubstantial. 
For example, we say'the painter wilP paint us a shoemaker, 
a carpenter, or any other craftsman, withouti knowing any- 
thing about their trades; and, notwithstanding Jihis igno- 
rance oil his part, let him be but a good pair^er, and if he 
paints a carpenter and displays his pi(fture at a distance, 



340 THE EKPUBLIC OF PLA TO. • [Book X. 

he will deceive children- and silly people by making them 
think that it really is a carpenter. 

No doubt he will. 

Be that as it may, 1 will tell you,: my friend, how I think 
we ought to feel irhall such (jiises. Whenever a person 
tells us that he Has fallen in with a man who is acquainted 
with all the crafts, and who sums up in his own person all 
the knowledge possessed by other people singly, to ax^legree 
of accuracy which no one oun surpass, — we must reply to 
our informant, that he is a silly fellow, and has, apparently, 
fallen in with a juggler and mimic, whbm he has Vjeen 
deceived into thinking omniscient, because he was himself 
incapable of discriminating between science, and ignorance, 
and imitatioil. 

That is most true. 

And now,T continued, we must proceed to consider the 
case of tragedy and its leader, Homer; because we are 
told by some persons, that dramatic poets are acquainted 
not only with all arts, but with all things human which 
bear upon virtue and vice, and also with things divine. 
For, to write well, a good poet must, they say, possess a 
knowledge of his subje(fi, or else he could not write at all. 
Hence we must inquire, w4icther the poets,‘ \>d^orp these 
people have encountered, arc mere imitators, who have 
so far imposed upon the specflators, that, when they behold 
599 their performances, they fail to perceive that these pro- 
ductions are twice removed from reality, and easily worked 
out by a person unacquainted with the truth, because they 
are phantoms, and not realities; — or whether our informants 
are so far right, that good poets do really know the sub- 
jects about which they seem to the multitude to speak well. 

Yes, w'e must by all means investigate the matter. 

Well then, do you think, that, if a man could produce 
both the origiacfl and the representation, he would give 
himself up seriously to the manufacture of the representa- 
tions, and make this the objeCl of his life, under the idea 
that he professes a moi^t noble purpose ? 

I do not think so. 

pn the contrary, if he were truly instruCled as to the 
nature ofithe things whk;h he imitates, he would, I imagine, 
bestow far naore industry upon real aCtions than upon the 
imitations, and he would endeavour to leave behind him a 
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number of excellent works, ns n^emorials of himself, and 
would be more ai}xioiis to^be the panegyrized than the 
pan egy fist. 

1 agree with you, said hef; for the honour and proffJ^ 
are mucj,i greater in the one case thai^ in the other. 

Now, on ordinary subjects, let us not ckanand an expla- 
nation from Homer or any other poet, by asking why, if 
any of the ancient or* modern poets were adepts in div 
healing art and not mere imit^ators of the physician’s lan- 
guage, they have not the credit of having effec^led any 
cures like Asclcpius, or of having left behind them a body 
of scholars, in ph^'sic, as Asclcpius left his descendants^ 
neither lei us question them concerning the other arts, 
which may be dismissed from the discussion. But con- 
cerning those grandest and most beautiful subjects which 
Homer undertakes to treat, such as war, and the condiK^l 
of campaigns, and the administration of ckies, and the 
education of man, it is surely just to institute an inquiry, 
and ask the question, thus ; — ‘‘My dear Homer, if you arc 
really only once removed from the truth, with reference to 
virtue, instead of being twice removed, and the manufac- 
turer of a phantom, according to our definition of an imi- 
tator ; and if you used to be able to distinguish betw'cen 
the pursuits* which make men better or worse, in private 
and m*public ; tell us, what city owes a better constitution 
to you, as Lacedicmon owes hers to Lycurgus, and as many 
cities, great and small, owe theirs to many other legis- 
lators ? What state attributes to you the benefits derived 
from a good code of laws? Italy and Sicily recognize 
Charondas in this cayjacity, and we Solon. But what state 
recognizes you?” Will he be able to mention any ? 

1* think not, replied (jlaucon : at least we are not told 
any tale of the kind even by the very poets who claim him 
as their ancestor. 

Well then, does the story go that any. war in Homer’s 600 
time was brought to a happy termination under his com- 
mand, or by his advice ? 

No, not one. 

Well, is he said to have been, hke Thales the Milesian 
and Anacharsis the Scythian, the author ^f a number of 
ingenious inventions, bearing upon the useful arts or odier 
pra(^licai matters, which would convey tire impression of 
his having been a man of wisdom in the adtive duties of life. ^ 

No, certainly nothing of the*sort is said of him. 



342 THE REPUBLIC OB' TLA TO. [Book X. 

Well then, is it reported of Homer that, though not a 
public man, he nevertheless ii? his lifetime personally con- 
diufled, in private, the education of certain disciples, who 
^ased t6 delight in his society, ahd handed down to posterity 
an Homeric way of living ; ji^t as Pythagoras M^as in an 
extraordinary degree beloved personally as a companion, 
not to mention that his successors, who to this day call 
thc^ir mode of living by his namC, are considered to a 
certain extent conspicuous i^. the world? 

No, Socrates ; nothing of this kind either is reported of 
him. Indeed, if the stories about Homer are true, the edu- 
qation of his friend Creophylus might- possibly be thought 
even more ridiculous than his name, h'or we are told that 
even Creophylus^ neglcCled Homer singularly in his life- 
time. 

No doubt that is the story. But do you suppose, (rlau- 
con, that, if Homer had been really able to educate men 
and make them better, from the fad of being capable not 
merely of imitating but of knowing the siibjeds in ques- 
tion, he could have failed to attrad to his side a multitude 
of companions, who would have loved and honoured him ? 
For so long as Protagoras ofAbdera, and Prodicus of Ceos, 
and a host of other persons, can, as we see, persuade the 
men of their day by private intercourse, that tjiey wall be 
incapable of managing their own house and city, unless 
//ley superintend their education ; and so long as the 
wisdom, implied in this, insures to these teachers an affec- 
tion so unbounded, that they are almost carried about on 

^ The reading ^tt’ auroO can scarcely be right. The only 

meaning it can liear is, ‘In the lifetime t)f tliat very man,’ i. e. ac- 
cording to most of the commentators, Homer. Then or’ is 
superfluous. But \rept aurdv and iir avrov eKeiuov can hardly refer 
to the same person ; and as irepl avzdv can only refer to Homer, 

avTou ^Keivov e^ynnot mean Homer, and therefore must mean 
Creophylus. Then, retaining the meaning will he, ‘In the 
lifetime of Creophylus himself, when 1 lomer was alive.’ But this 
is awkward, and objecflionable. Hence we must read, instead of 
^Tri, either U7r6 with Ast, cH:^lse airb with Ileyne. If we read d^rd, 
the meaning of ^ the passage wall be, that Homer was very gene- 
rally neglected in his lifetime, ‘beginning from Creophylus himself. ’ 
'rile drift the whole p.'fesage is this; — what a bad ^diicator 
must Homer ?iave been, if even his intimate friend Creophylus 
could negledl: him. 'Fhe jokt; about the name of (’reojdiylus is 
not very obvious, because the reading is uncertain. 
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the shoulders of their companions ; — is it conceivable that, 
if Homer and Hesiod were really capable of improvin^^ 
men iit virtue, they should Have been suffered by their con- 
temporaries to travel about reciting? Is it not more likely 
that ih(^ would have been hugged more closely than gold, 
and constrained to stay av home with their countrymen ? or 
else, if this favour were refused, that they would have been 
escorted in their wand'a'ings, till their disciples had received 
a salisfa(^lory education? 

1 believe you are unquestionably right, Socrates. 

Then must we not conclude that all writers of poetry, 
beginning.with Isomer, copy unsubstantial images of every 
subje(^l about which they write, including virtue, and do 
not grasp the truth? In fad, as we were saying just now, 
will not the painter, without understanding anything about boi 
shocmaking, paint what will be taken for a shoemaker by 
those who are as ignorant on the siibjet:! a^ himself, and 
who judge by the colours and forms ? 

Yes, certainly he will. 

And just i)i the same way, I fancy, we shall assert that 
the poet, as well as the painter, lays on a species of colours, 
in the shape of verbs and nouns, to represent the several 
professions, of which he only understands enough to be 
able to innUUe them ; so that if he writes in metre, rhythm, 
and AanfTony, about shoemaking, or about generalship, or 
about any subjed whatever, people who are as ignorant as 
himself, and who judge merely by the form of expression, 
look upon his poetry as very excellent. So povverlul is the 
charm which these musical appliances naturally possess, 
f'or I suppose you know what a poor appearance the works 
of poets present, when they have been stripped of their 
musical colouring, and are rehearsed in their proper 
nakedness. Houbtlcss you have observed the facl 

Yes, I have, he replied. 

Does it not remind one of the withered appearance pre- 
sented by the countenances of those evno have once been 
blooming without being beautiful, whenever their bloom 
has deserted them ? 

Precisely so. • - s 

Now let me ask you to examine the following point. Ac- 
cording to us, the maker of the image, that is, the imytator, 
under lands only the 'appearance, and not the r :ality. Is it 
not so ? 
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Yes. ' . 

Do not let us leave thcT matter half explained, but let us 
examine it satisfacflorily. 

^ Proc^^d. , 

* A' painter, by our account, will paint a bit and bridle, 
will he hot ? 

Yes. 

But the bridle and bit will bp ini]de by the saddler and 
the ‘smith, will they not? 

Certainly. 

Then does the painter understand how the* bit and bridle 
ou^ht to be shaped ? Or is it the case, that even the 
makers, the smith and the saddler, are ignorant on this 
subje^f, which is only understood by the rider, who knows 
how to use the things in question ? 

That is the true state of the case. 

Then may not assert that all things are in the same 
}]tredicament ? 

What do you mean ? 

May we not assert that each single thing involves three 
particular arts, the province of the first being to use 
the thing, of the second to produce it, of the third to imi- 
tate it ? 

Yes, we may. 

Are not the excellence, beauty, and corre(Tnes^^of every 
maiuifa(Tured article, or living creature, or action, to be 
tried only by a reference to the purpose intended in their 
constriK^tion, or in their natural constitution? 

'I'rue, they are. 

Hence the man who makes use of a thing must neces- 
sarily be best acquainted with it, and must in the course of 
using it keep the maker informed as to the success or failure 
of its performances. For example, a fluteplaycr, no doubt, 
informs a flutem^Jfker about the flutes which he employs 
in the exercise of his art, and will diredd him how they 
ought to be maePe,; and the flutemaker will submit to his 
dire<^tions. 

Of course. 

The one has a thorougjusacquaintance.with good and bad 
flutes, and conveys information, upon which the other 
relief and will ifiake accordingly ; is not that the case ? 

Yes, it is 4 v v ^ 

Hence, the maker of the instrument will entertain a 
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corre(fi belief with regard to its beauty or Ixidness, by 602 
holding communication with the person who has a thorough 
acquaftitance with the sutjecl, and by being compelled to 
listen to his instru^lions whereas the user"' of the ^ame 
instrunient will possess science on these points, 

*Exa(^ily so. 

But which of the two will the imitator possess? Will he, by 
ac^liiajly using the things he describes, know scientitically, 
whether his productions arc beautiful and right, or not ; or 
will he entertain corrc(?l opinion, from bhing com})elled to 
put himself in communicAtion with the man of real know- 
ledge, and to submit to his directions to the style in 
which he' ought to work? 

Neither. 

That is to say, the imitator will neither know scientifi- 
cally, nor entertain correct opinions with reference to the 
beauty or badness of the things which he imitates. 

It seems not. 

'fhe poetical imitator will be charmingly wise upon the 
subjedls which he treats. 

Not exac^lly. 

However, he will go on imitating, notwithstanding his 
being thoroughly ignorant as to what constitutes a thing 
good or bad- ^Ay, apparently he will copy the vague 
notions of beauty which prevail among the uninformed 
multitude. 

Yes, what ‘else can he copy? 

Then, to all appearance, we are pretty well agreed so 
far as this, that the imitative person knows nothing of 
importance about the things which he imitates, and that 
therefore imitation is an amusement and not a serious 
business ; and* that those who cultivate tragic poetry in 
iambic or in epic verse are without exception in the high- 
est possible degree imitators. 

ExaCdly so. 

Then, in the name of heaven, I continued, does not this 
process of imitation deal with something twice removed 
from the truth ? Answer me. 

It docs. 

But pray how do you describe that part of human nature 
on which it exercises the power which it possc.ises ? 

Explain what part you mean. 
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I will. Obje^ls of the same size, I believe, appear to us 
to vary in magnitude according to their distance from our 
eyes. ^ 

V TheyVlo. 

And things which look bent underwater appear, straight 
when taken out »of the water; and the same objefls look 
either concave or convex, owing to mistakes of another 
kind about cofours to which the eye is liable : and clearly 
there exists in tj\e soul a l^ind of utter confusion of this 
sort. And it is just this natural infirmity of ours which is 
assailed with every species of“witchcraft by the art of 
drawing, as well as by jugglery, and thp numerous other 
inventions of the same sort. 

True. 

And have not the processes of measuring and counting 
and weighing made their appearance most agreeably to 
aid us in disjxdling these tricks of fancy, and to overthrow 
within us tlu* [lower of vague notions of degrees of magni- 
tude, quantity, and weight, and establish the control of the 
principle, which has calculated, or measured, or weighed.^ 

Undoubtedly. 

And surely this must be the work of the rational element 
in the soul. 

Yes,- certainly it must. . 

Ihit when this element, after frequent measuring, informs 
us that one thing is greater or less than, or equal to, an- 
other thing, it is contradidied at the same moment by the 
appearance which the same things present. 

Yes. 

Did we not assert the impossibility of entertaining, at 
the same time and with the same part of us, contradictory 
opinions with reference to the same things? 

Yes, and we wtire right in asserting it. 

Then that part of the soul, w'hose opinion runs counter 
to the measureni.cnts, cannot be identical with that part 
which agrees witlf’them. 

C'crtainly not. 

But surely that part, which relies on measurement and 
calculation, must be the Sest part of the soul. 

Doubtless it raust. 

Il^nce, that which contradiCls this part must be one of 
the inferior eUynents of our nature. 

Necessarily so, 
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This was the point which I washed to settle between ns, 
when 1 said that painting, pr to speak generally, the whole 
art of imitation, is busy abc\ut a work which is far removed 
from truth ; and that it associates moreover with :hat p; vt 
of us, v'hich is far removed from w'sdom, and is its mis- 
tress and friend for no wholesome or tri 2 purpose, 

Unquestionaljly. 

Thus the art of im'.tatijii is the worthless mistress of a 
worthless friend, and the pa»'ent of a worthless progeny. 

So it seems. 

Does tl\is apply only to the imitation which addresses 
itself to the eye ? or may we extend it to that which ad- 
dresses itself to the ear, which I believe wc name poetry? 

Probably we may. 

Well, i proceeded, do not let us rely only on the pro- 
bable evidence derived from painting, but let us prosecute 
further inquiries into that very part of tht.. intellec^l, with 
which the imitative art of poetry associates, and let us ex- 
amine whether it is worthless or good. 

Yes, we ought to do so. 

Let us state the case thus. The imitative art, if we are 
right, imitates men who are engaged in voluntary or invo- 
luntar)' ac^lions, and who, according to the result of their 
acTtions, tji'mk themselves well off or the reverse ; and who, 
in the midst of all these circumstances, are conscious 
either of joy or of grief. Is* there anything to be added 
to this ? 

No, nothing. 

N0W3 in this variety of circumstances, is a man's state 
one of unanimity? Or is he at feud and war with himself 
in his a(^t.ions, Just as he w'as at feud and entertained con- 
tiudieftory opinions at the same moment about the same 
subjects, where his sight was concerned ^ But 1 remember, 
that on this subject we need not come to an agreement 
now ; for we settled all this satisfac^tonly in the past con- 
versations, in which wc admitted that our soul is fraught 
with an infinite number of these simultaneous contradic- 
tions. 

We w'ere right. 

Yes, we were, I continued. But there was something 

“ cannot he right. The old reading w^as 7;. We adc^it Ast’s 
CoiTedion, IJe. 



348 THE REPUBLIC Ob PLATO, [Book X. 

then omitted, which I think it is now necessary to 
discuss. 

What was that ? 

We sz'dj I believe, at the tiuiC, that a good man, if he 
meet with a misfortin^e, like that of losing a son or any- 
thing else that h^' values most highly, will bear it more 
easily than any one else. 

Certainly he will. 

But now, let us further examine, whether he will feel no 
sorrow at all, or whether, this being impossible, he will 
observe some kind of moderation in grief. 

The latter is the truer account. 

^N^ow let me ask you a cpiestion about him. Do you 
think he wiH fight against his grief and resist it most, when 
the eyes of his equals arc upon him, or when he is alone 
by himself in solitude? 

He will do s( much more, I imagine, when he is observed. 

liut when he is alone, I fancy, he will venture to say 
much, which lie would be ashamed to say in the hearing 
of another person, and he will do much, which he would 
not like any one to sec him doing. 

Just so. 

Now that which urges him to resist his grief is reason 
and law, is it not? while that which prompts him to indulge 
it is the afdic^lion itself? 

True. 

But when there are two ojiposite attractions in a man at 
the same time in reference to the same thing, he must, ac- 
cordingto our doctrine, be a double'^ man. 

Of course he must. 

Is not one part of him prepared to obey the directions 
of law ? 

What are they ? 

Law, I believe, tells him that it is best to keep as quiet 
as possible in misfortunes, and check all feelings of dis- 
content ; because \vc cannot estimate the amount of good 
and evil contained in these visitations, and at the same 
time impatience docs not help us forwards ; and because 
none of the affairs of this life deserve very serious anxiety, 
while grief stands in the way of that behaviour which we 
ought to adopt in our troubles without a moment’s delay. 


^ Keading 5j5o, avry, k.tSK, 
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To what do you allude? 

It is our duty tp think over the event that has taken place, 
and to arrange our affairs to meet the emergency in the 
way which rtason pronolmces best, like the p^ycr w^o 
njoves« his pieces according to tb^ dice which he has 
thrown : and, instead of hugging the j^ounded part, like 
children after a fall, and continuing to roar, we ought ever 
to habituate the sou\ to <urn with all s])e^'d to the U^sk of 
healing and righting the fallen and diseased part, thus 
putting a stop, to lamentation by the aid of medicine. 

Certainly that would be the best behaviour under mis- 
fortune. • . • 

Then ‘the better part of us, we say, consents to be ^ed 
by such reasoning. 

Obviously it docs. 

• On the other hand, shall we not maintain, that the cle- 
ment which prompts us to think of, and grieve over, our 
misfortune, and which has an insatiable appetite for lamen- 
tations, is irrational and idle, and the friend of.cowardicc ? 

Certainly we shall. 

This being the case, the peevish temper furnishes an in- 
finite variety of materials for imitation ; whereas the tem- 
per, which is wise and calm, is so constantly uniform and 
unchanjjng, that it is not easily imitated ; and, when iini- 
taired, it is not easily understood, especially by a general 
gathering of all sorts of persons, colletlcd in a theatre. For 
these people witness the imitation of a state which, if I am 
not mistaken, is far from being their own. 

It is, unquestionably. 

Hence it is clear, that the imitative poet has, in the na- 
ture of things^ nothing to do with this calm temper of soul, 
and that his wisdom is not set on pleasing it, if he is in- 
tended to gain a reputation in the worli;! ; but his business 
is with the peevish and changeful temper, because it is 
easily imitated. ' 

That is clear. 

Then we shall be justified now in laying hands on him, 
and placing him on a level with the painter. For he re- 
sembles the paint*er in produciifg things that are worthless 
when tried by the standard of truth ; ^.nd he resembles 
him also in this, that he holds intercourse with a f)art of 
the s«)ul which is like himself, ^and not with flie best part. 
And, this being the case, we shall henceforth be justified 
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in refusing to admit him into ii state that would fain enjoy 
a good constitution, because he excites and feeds and 
strengthens this worthless part ot the soul, and thus destroys 
tbc rational part ; like a person who should strengthen 
the hands of the dissolute members of a state and raise 
them to supreme oower, and at the same time bring tlie 
educated class to dcstrudlion. Precisely in the^ame way 
we shall assert that the imitative poe*^ likewise implants an 
evil constitution in the soul of each individual, by grati- 
fying that senseless part whicli, instead of distinguishing 
the greater from the less, regards the same things now as 
great, and now as small, and manufa<fliu‘es fantastic phan- 
toms that are very widely removed from truth. 

Kxadfly so. 

But still, 1 continued, we have not yet brought forward 
the heaviest ^ount in our indidlmcnt. For that poetry 
should be able to damage the great majority even ol good 
men, is, I conceive, a crime of the deepest dye. 

Undoubtedly it is, if the indici^lment can be sustained. 

Attend, and then judge. The best of us, 1 believe, 
while listening to the passages in which Homer or one of 
the tragedians represents some suffering hero, who spins 
out a long speech in his lamentations, or perhaps some 
persons cngeigcd in beating their breasts and bemoaning 
themselves in song, — are delighted, as you know, and give 
ourselves up to be led along, and sympathize with the suf- 
ferer, and earnestly praise as a good poet the writer who 
can bring us as much as possible into this frame of mind. 

I know it, of course. 

But, on the other hand, whenever sorrow comes home to 
one of us, you are aware that we pride ourselves upon the 
opposite condiKft ; that is, we glory in being able to endure 
with calmness, because, in our estimation, this behaviour 
is manly, while the other which we praised before is wo- 
manish. 

I nm aware of it, he said. 

Then is this praise rightly bestowed? I mean, is it right 
to feel pleasure and bcs'ic/w praise, instead of being dis- 
gusted; when one sees a man behaving as one would 
scorn Jand blush to behave oneself? 

No, indeed, he replied, tnis does not seem reasonrble. 

It docs not, Sciid 1, if you look at it in another light. 
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In what light ? 

If you consider that the part which is forcibly held 
down when those calamities of our own occur, and which 
has hungered *for the privifcge of weeping and bev’^iling i> 
sejf fillip and without stint, because i^is its nature to covet 
this satisfadlion, — is the very part that i^ fed to satiety by 
the poets, and delights in those descriptions : and that, 
meai>while, that part of ix which is naturally the noisiest, 
from not having been sufficiejitly trained by reason and ty 
habit, relaxes in its watch over this querulous part, because 
it is surveying the afflidliohs of others, and because it is not 
discreditable to Us«lf to praise and compassionate another 
man, who professes to be good, though his grief is ill-timed. 
In fad!, it looks upon the pleasure as so much clear gain, 
and will not allow itself to be deprived of it by a contempt 
for the whole poem. For it is given, 1 think, only to a few 
to reflcdl; that the condudl: of otlicr people rrust necessarily 
influence our own, and that it is no easy matter, after feed- 
ing the strength of the principle of pity upon the sufferings 
of others, to keep it under restraint when wc suffer our- 
selves. 

That is most true. 

Does not the same reasoning apply also to jokes^ which 
you would yourself be ashamed to make, but which in comic 
rcpi'esentations, or even in private life, you will be very 
well pleased to hear, and will not hate as immoral, ad ling 
in this just as you adled in your pity ? Vor on such oc- 
casions you give the rein to that clement, which, in your 
own case, you check by reason, when it would fain create 
laughter, because you dread the reputation of a buffoon ; 
and, having dms given it strength and spirit, you have 
oHftcn, in your own condudl, been unconsciously seduced 
into adopting the charadl:er of a comic, ^poet. 

Very true. 

And in the case of love, and anger, jind all the mental 
sensations of desire, grief, and pleasure; which, as we hold, 
accompany all our adlions, is it not true that poetic imitation 
works upon us similar cffcdls ? For it waters and cherishes 
these emotions, which ought tb ^wither with drought, and 

^ Perhaps the best corre(5lion of this passage would he Ic/iiisert 
a nole^of interrogation after Trepl rov yeXolov, and restore 
instead of aicrx^voio. 
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constitutes them our rulers, when they ought to be our 
subjc<5ls, if we wish to become better and happier instead 
of worse and more miserable. , 

1 can'wt deny it. 

Then, Glaucoii, whenever you meet with eulogists of 
Homer, who tell eyoii that he has educated Greece, and 
that he deserves to be taken up and studied with an eye 
to tfie administration and guidance of human affairs-, and 
that a man ought to regulate the tenour of his whole life 
by this poet’s diredlions, it will be your dutv to greet them 
affcdlionately as excellent men to the best of their ability, 
and to admit that Homer is first and greatest among tragic 
poets ; but you must not forget, that, with the single ex- 
ception of hymns to the gods and panegyrics on the good, 
no poetry ought to be admitted into a state. For if you 
determine to admit the highly-seasoned muse of lyric or 
epic poetry, pi'casurc and pain will have sovereign power 
in your state, instead of law and those principles which, 
by the general consent of all time, are most conformable 
to reason. 

That is perfe^lly true. 

Having recurred to the subjec^l: of poetry, I continued, 
let this defence serve to shew the reasonableness of our 
former judgment in banishing from our state pursuit 
which has the tendencies we have described : for, in doing 
so, we were yielding to reason. But that poetry may not 
charge us with being, to a certain extent, harsh and rough, 
let us address her and say, that there is a quarrel of long 
standing between philosophy and poetry. For those lines, 


and, 

and, 

and, 


‘That yelping cur, which at its master barks,’ 
‘Mighty he is in the vain talk of fools,’ 

r 

‘The lordly mob of god wise fojks,’ 

‘ I’oor are tliose subtle tliinkers 


and a thousand others, are marks of an old antagonism 
between the two. But ndvertheless let us admit, that, if 
the poetry whose end is to please, and imitation, can give 
any rtasons to sliew that they ought to exist in a well-con- 
stituted state, we for our ’part will gladly welcomeii them 
home again. Fbr we are conscious of being enchanted by 



BookX-I, the republic OF PLATO. 353 

such poetry ourselves; though it would be a sin to betray 
what seems to us the cause of Iruth. Am 1 not right in 
suppoi^ing that you, my friend, are enchanted by poetry, 
especially when you contcnnplate it under Home’;’s guid^ 
ance ? 

Yes, 1 am, powerfully. ' 

Then is it not just that the sentence of exile should re- 
main in force against ppetn;, until she has made her defence 
either in lyrical or in some other measure ? 

Certainly it is. ^ 

And 1 suppose we shall also allow those of her patrons 
who are Iqvers of poetry without being poets, to advocate 
her cause in prose l)y maintaining that poetry is not only 
pleasurable, but also profitable in its bearings upon govern- 
ments, and upon human life: and we shall listen favoura- 
bly. For we shall be gainers, 1 presume, if poetry can be 
proved to be profitable as well as pleasurable. 

Undoubtedly we shall be gainers. 

But if not, why in that case, my dear friend, we must 
take a lesson from those persons who, after becoming en- 
amoured of an objcdl;, deny their passion at any cost, if 
they think it injurious : for though the love of such poetry 
which has grown up in us under the training of our ad- 
mirable coi?,stitutions, will make us cordially desirous that 
it shotild tippear perfedlly excellent and true, — still, so long 
as it is unable to make good its defence we shall protedt 
ourselves, as we listen, by inwardly repeating, like a charm, 
the argument which we have just brought to a close, and 
we shall be on our guard against falling anew into that 
childish passion, which most people acknowledge. At any 
rate, we have learned that we must not make a serious 
pursuit of such poetry, in the belief that it grasps cruth 
and is good : on the contrary, the listener, hpprenending 
danger to the constitution within him, is bound to be on 
his guard againsUit, and to adopt the Qpinion which we 
have expressed on the subject. 

I thoroughly agree with you. 

Indeed, my dear Glaucon, the choice between becoming 
a good or a bad man involves a gitat stake, — yes, a greater 
stake than people suppose. Therefore it is wrong to 
be heedless of justice and the rest of virtue, undcF the 
excitement of honour, or wealth, or power. Or even of 
poetry. ^ 
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I agree with yoiij he replied, at the conclusion of our 
inquiry ; and i fancy every one else will do the same. 

^ And^yet, I continued, we h^^ve not discussed the prin- 
cipal wages of virtue^, and the greatest of the prizes that are 
held out to it. ** ^ . 

<Jf there arc otfiers greater than tliosc already mentioned, 
they must beSaf extraordinary„niagnilude. 

Isut how, 1 replied, can anything great be compressed 
into a brief space of time? And the whole interval between 
childhood and old age is brief, I conceive, compared to 
eternity. 

Rather describe it as nothing. 

What then? Do you think that it is the duty of an im- 
mortal thing to trouble itself about this insignificant inter- 
val, and not about eternity ? 

I think it „onght to concern itself about eternity : but 
what do you mean by this ? 

Have you not learned, 1 asked, that our soul is immor- 
tal, and never dies ? 

He looked at me, and said in amazement, - No, really, 
/have not ; but can/e// maintain this doflrine? 

Yes, as I am an honest man, 1 replied: and J think you 
could also. It is quite easy to do it. 

Not to me, he said : at the same time I shoilid bo, glad 
to hear from you what by your account is so easy. 

Be so good as to listen. 

I’roceed, b)' all means. 

Do you call one thing good, and another evil? 

I do. 

And do we hold the same opinion as to the meaning of 
the two terms ? ' 

What opinion do you hold? 

1 hold that the term evil comprises everything that de- 
stroys and corrupts, and the term good, everything that 
preserves and bf'nefits. 

So do 1. 

Again : do you maintain that everything has its evil, and 
609 its good? Do you for example, that the eyes are 
liable to the evil of ophthalmia, the entire body to disease, 
coru to mildew, timber to rot, copper and iron to rust, or, 
in other ^ords, that aliViost everything is liable ;o some 
connatural evil and malady? 
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I do. 

And is it not the case that^ whenever an objei^l is attack- 
ed by o\ie of these maladies, \i is impaired, and, in the end, 
completely broken up and destroyed by it? 

Doubtless it is so. f 

Hence everything is destroyed by its own connatural 
evil and vice ; otherwise, if it be not destroyed by this, 
there is nothing else tiiat tan corrupt it. r‘or that which 
is good will never destroy anything, nor yet that which is 
neither good nor evil. 

Of course not. 

If then we can jind among existing things one which is 
liable to *a particular evil, which can indeed mar it, bht 
cannot break it up or destroy it, shall we not be at once 
certain that a thing so constituted can never perish^ 

That would be a reasonable conclusion. 

Well, then, is not the soul liable to a malady which ren- 
ders it evil ? 

Certainly it is ; all those things which we were lately 
discussing, — injustice, intemperance, cowardice, and igno- 
rance,— produce that result. 

That being the case, does any one of tlicse things bring 
about the dissolution and destruction of the soul? Turn 
it over weJUin your mind, that we may not be misled by 
supposing that, when the crimes of the unjust and foolish 
man are found out, he is destroyed by his injustice, wliich 
is a depraved state of the soul. No, consider the case 
thus. The depravity of the body, that is to say, disease, 
wastes and destroys the body, and reduces it to a state in 
which it ceases to be a body ; and all the things, which we 
named just now, are brought by their own proper vice, 
which corrupts them by its adhesion or indwelling, to a 
state in which they cease to exist. 1 am right, am I not? 

Yes. 

Then proceed to examine the soul on the same method. 
Is it true that, when injustice and other vices reside in the 
soul, they corrupt and wither it by contact! or indwelling, 
until they have brought it to death, and sev ered it from the 
body ? 

Certainly, they do not produce that effecT. 

Well but, on the other hand, it is irrational to suppose 
that a thing can be destroyed by the depravity of another 
thing, though it cannot be destroyed by its own. 
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True, it is irrational. , 

Yes it is, Glaucon ; for you must remember that we do 
not imagine that a body is to be destroyed by thd proper 
flepravi^ty of its food, whatever that may be, whether mouldi- 
ness or rottenness 91* anything else. But if the ejepravity 
of the food itself produces in t'ne body a disorder proper 
to the body, we shall assert that the body has been de- 
strpyedby its food remotely, bvt by its own proper vice, or 
disease, immediately : and we shall always disclaim the 
610 notion that the body can fee corrupted by the depravity 
of its food, which is a different thing froniThe body,— that 
is to say, the notion that the body can l?e corrupted by an 
alien evil, without the introduction of its own native evil. 

You arc perfectly correc^l;. 

Then according to the same reasoning, I continued, un- 
less depravity of body introduces into the soul depravity 
of soul, let us» never suppose that the soul can be destroyed 
by an alien evil without the presence of its own peculiar 
disease ; for that would be to suppose that one thing can 
be destroyed by the evil of another thing. 

That is a reasonable statement. 

Well then, let us either refute this do(B:rinc and point’out 
our mistake, or else, so long as it remains unrefuted, let us 
never assert that a fever, or any other disease,, or fatal vio- 
lence, or even the acfl of cutting up the cntire’'body.. into 
the smallest possible pieces, can have any tendency to 
destroy the soul, until it has been demonstrated, that, in 
consequence of this treatment of the body, the soul itself 
becomes more unjust and more unholy. For, so long as 
a thing is exempt from its own proper evil, while an evil 
foreign to it appears in another subjecfl, let us not allow it 
to be said that this thing, whether it be a soul or anything 
else, is in dahgei; of being destroyed. 

Well, certainly no one will ever prove that the souls of 
the dying becorr|e more unjust in consequence of death. 

' But in case any one should venture to encounter the 
argument, and to assert that the dying man becomes more 
depraved and unjust, in order to save himself from being 
compelled to admit th?.f the soul is immortal, I suppose 
we shall infer that, if the objecflor is right, injustice is as 
fati£ as a disease to its possessor ; and we shall expefl those 
who catcK' this essentiahy deadly disorder to dh^ by its 
agency, quickly or slowly, according to the violence of the * 
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attack ; instead of finding, as we do at present, that the un- 
just are put to dcJith in consequence of their injustice^, by 
the agency of other people wl^o punish them for their crimes. 

Then really, said he, inji?stice cannot be though^ such a 
vcKy drotidful thing, it it is Jo be fatal ^ its owner ; because 
in that case it will be a release from evi^s. But I am in- 
clined to think that, on the contrary, we shall find that it 
kills (Ither people if i> can, while it endows its possessor 
with peculiar vitality, and with sleeplessness as well as 
vitality. So widely and permanently is it removed, to all 
appearance, from any tendency to destroy its owner. 

You say well, I icplied. h"or surely when the soul can- 
not be killed and destroyed by its own depravity and its 
own evil, hardly will the evil, which is charged with the 
destru(5lion of another thing, destroy a soul or anything else, 
beyond its own appropriate objecTl. 

Yes, hardly ; at least that is the natural irference. 

Hence, as it is destroyed by no evil at all, whether 
foreign to it or its own, it is clear that the soul must be 
always existing, and therefore immortal. 

It must. 

Well then, 1 continued, let us consider this proved. And, 
if so yo?i understand that the souls that exist must be 
always the same. For, if none be destroyed, they cannot 
become fewer. Nor yet can they become more numerous ; 
because if any class of things immortal became more 
numerous, you know that something mortal must have 
contributed to swell its numbers ; in which case, every- 
thing would finally be immortal. 

True. 

But reason will forbid our entertaining this opinion, 
which we must therefore disavow. On the other hand, 
do not let us imagine that the soul in its essential nature, 
and viewed by itself, can possibly be fraught with abund- 
ance of variety, unlikcncss, and disagreement. 

What do you mean ? 

A thing cannot easily be eternal, as we have just proved 
the soul to be, if it is compounded of many parts, and if 
the mode of composition employed is not the very best. 

Probably it cannot. 


® Reading roOro instead of to&tov. 
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Now the immortality of the soul has been established 
beyond the reach of doubt by our recent argument, to 
which other demonstrations might be added : but to un- 
derstand its real nature, we must look at it, not, as we arc 
now doing, after it h 's been marred by its associat’on with 
the body, and by other evils ; but we must carefully con- 
template it by the aid of reasoning, when it appears in 
unsullied purity; and then its surp:issing beauty ^.^ill be 
discovered, and the nature of justice and injustice, along 
with all the questions which we have now discussed, will 
be far more clearly discerned. As it is, we have given a 
true account of the soul in its present appearance. But 
w 3 have looked at it in a state like that of the sea- god 
Glaucus ; whose original nature can no longer be readily 
discerned by the eye, because the old members of his body 
have been cither broken off, or crushed and in every way 
marred by the a<nion of the waves, and because extraneous 
substances, like shellfish and seaweed and stones, have 
grown to him, so that he bears a closer resemblance to 
any wild beast whatever than to his natural self. The 
soul, as we are contemplating it, has been reduced to a 
similar state by a thousand evils. But we ought to fix our 
attention on one })art of it exclusively, Glaucon. 

On what part.^ 

On its love of wisdom, that we may learn to what it 
clings, and with what it desires to have intercourse, in 
virtue of its close connexion with the divine, the immortal, 
and the eternal ; and what it would l^ecome if it invariably 
pursued the divine, and were, by the impulse thence de- 
rived, lifted out of the sea in which it now is, and dis- 
encumbered of the stones and shellfish and that uncouth 
multitude of earthy and rocky substances, with which, 
because earth has been its food, it is now overgrown in 
consequence of those banquet! ngs which are called felici- 
tous. And then we should see whether it is essentially 
multiform or unifoim, or otherwise constituted, and how. 
But at present we have, if 1 am not mistaken, discussed 
pretty thoroughly its affeiflions and manifestations in 
human life. 

Yes, undoubtedly we have. 

And have we not, I continued, divested ourselves of all 
secondary considerations in the course of the argument; 
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and, without introducing the rewarcft and the reputation 
which justice confers, as you said that Homer and Hesiod 
do, haf^e wc not found thaf justice, taken by itself, is best 
for the soul, aJj^o taken by kself, and that the soul is bound 
to.pracfyse just aHions, whether it pos|ess the ring Sf GygeS, 
and, in addition to this riiTg, the helmet (jf Hades, or not? 

It is most true that we have done so. 

Then may we now^ (ilijucon, proceed without offence 
to take into account those great and abundant rewflrds, 
which justice, along with the rest of virtue, wins to ‘the 
ioul from gods and inen,^'iot only during a man’s lifetime, 
but also after his.dtfath ? 

Yes, he replied, undoubtedly we may. 

Will you repay me whut you l)on-owed in the course of 
the argument? 

*Pray what did I borrow? 

I granted to you that the just man shpuld ha^'e the 
reputation of being unjust, and the unjust man the reputa- 
tion of being just. For you Avere of o|)inion, that, even if 
it were impossilde that the true state of the case sliould be 
concealed both from men and gods, still this ought to be 
granted for the sake of the argument, in order that ]:>urc 
justice might be weighed against ])iire injustice. You 
remejnb^',*do you not? 

ftideed, J should be in fault if 1 did not. 

Hut, now that judgment has been passed upon thejn, J, 
in my turn, demand in Ix-half of justice, that wt: should 
admit the estimation, *1n which she is held, to be what it 
really is, both among gods and among men ; in order that 
she may receive the prizes of vFtory, which she earns by 
her outward appearance and bestows upon those who pos- 
sess her, now that it has been proved that the blessings 
derived from really being just are given Ify her, without 
any deception, to those who truly reccive"‘hcr. 

Your demand F; a just one. 

I'hen will you not first restore to •me this adinission^^ 
that the gods at least arc not mistaken as to the real 
character of the just and the unjust man? 

We will. 

That being the case, the one will he dear to the gods, 
and the other hateful in their sight, as w^e also agreed ori- 
ginally. ' * 

True. 
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613 And shall wc not agree that all things which come from 
the gods, conic in the best possible shape to the man whom 
they love, unless some past sin has already doomed nim to 
a certain amount of suffering? 

Certanily they do. 

Hence, in the case of the just iiian, wc must assume that, 
whether poverty be his lot, or sickness, or any other re- 
. puted evil, all will work for his final advantage, citl^er in 
this life, or in the next. For, unquestionably, the gods 
can never negle6l a man who determines to strive earnestly 
to become just, and by the praelicc of virtue to grow as 
much like God as man is permitted to do. 

No, such a man is not likely to be negledled by one 
whom he resembles. 

But, in the case of the unjust man, must wc not entertain 
the opposite opinion? 

Certainly we must. 

Then these will be the prizes bestowed by the gods upon 
the just man. 

So it seems to me, at all events. 

But what, 1 continued, do men bestow on him? Does 
not the case stand thus, if we are to set down the truth? 
Ho not those clever unjust men behave like runners who 
run well from the starting-place to the turning post, but 
flag from thence to the goal ? They start off briskly, but 
end by making themselves ridiculous, and slink away crest- 
fallen and uncrowned. But the really good runners receive 
the prize at the end of the course, and arc crowned. Is 
not this also generally the case with the just? Towards 
the close of every aedion, every social relation, and life 
itself, do they not gain a good name, and win the prizes 
from the hands of their fcllow-mcn? 

Certainly they do. 

Then will you suffer me to say of them what you said 
of the unjust? For I shall not hesitate ter declare that the 
iqst, when they are advanced in years, hold office, if they 
like, in their own city, and marry into what families they 
please, and wed their daughters to whomsoever they choose. 
In a word, I now say of the just all that you said of the 
unjust. On the other hand, 1 likewise affirm of the unjust, 
that th,? greater part of them, even if they escape dete(^\ion 
in their youth, are found out and turned into ridicule at 
the end of their Course ; and that, as they grow old, they 
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are insulted in their misery by strangers as well as by their 
fellow-citizens, ai\d forced .to submit to the scourge, and 
finally *to the rack and the -heated iron, which you rightly 
described as barbarous trtiatment. Imagine yc«irself ib 
haye b«en told by me xh^i they undergo all those inflic- 
tions. And now, as I said, consider l^hether you will 
suffer me to speak in this way. 

Undoubtedly I shaM, hd^ replied ; for your statement is 
just, 

• • . 

Such then, 1 continued, will be the prizes, the rewards, 61 
and the gifts, which are bestowed on the just man, in his 
lifetime, by gods and by men, in addition to those good 
things which justice of itself placed in his possession. 

Yes, he replied, and they are very magnificent, as well 
aswery certain. 

These, however, arc nothing, in numbcr*or in magni- 
tude, compared with the lot that awaits the just and the 
unjust after dealli. And this must be described, in order 
that we may award to each the complement of recompence, 
which the argument is bound to set forth. 

Speak on ; there are few things that I would more gladly 
hear. 

Wejl, t.w'ill tell you a talc, not like that of Odysseus to 
Alcihous^’, but of what once happened to a brave man, Kv 
the son of Armenius, a native of Pamphylia, who, accord- 
ing to story, was killed jpi battle. When the bodies of the 
slain were taken up ten days afterwards for burial in a 
state of decomposition, EPs body was found to be still 
fresh. He was carried home, and was on the point of 
Ijeing interred, »whcn, on the twelfth day after his cleath, as 
he* lay on the funeral-pyre, he came to life again, and then 
proceeded to describe what he had seentn the other world. 
His story was, that when the soul had gone out of him, it 
travelled in company with many otheri^»till they came to ^ 
a mysterious place, in which were two gaps, adjoining one 
another, in the earth, and exadlly opposite them two gaps 
above in the heaven. Bctweei;^ these gaps sate judges, 
who, after passing sentence, comifianded the just to take 
the road to the right upwards through theiieaven, anc^ fas- 
tened in front of them some syrsibol of the judgment that 
• 

^ That is, according to the commentators, not a long story. 
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had been given ; while the unjust were ordered to take the 
road downwards to the left, aiifi also carried behind them 
evidence of all their evil deeds. When he came to the 
p'lcc hii Asclf, he was told that die would have to carry to 
men a report of the jjU-oceedings of that other world ; and 
he was admonished to listen, and watch everything that 
went on there. , So he looked, and beheld the souls on one 
side taking their departure at one of ’the gaps in the heaven 
and the corresponding gap in the earth, after judgment 
had been passed upon them ; while at the. two other gaps 
he saw them arriving, squalid and dusty, or pure and 
bright, according as they ascended froih earth, or.descend- 
ecl from heaven. Each soul, as it arrived, woie a travel- 
stained appearance, and gladly went away into the mea- 
dow and there took up quarters, as pedple do when some 
great festival is pending. Greetings passed between all 
that were known to one another ; and those who had de- 
scended from heaven were (juestioned about heaven by 
those who had risen out of the earth ; while the latter were 
(piestioncd by the former about earth. Those wEo were 
come from earth told their tale with lamentations and 
tears, as they bethought them of all the dreadful things 
that they had seen and suffered in their subterranean jour- 
ney, which they said had lasted a thousand yba»*s : while 
those who were come from heaven dcscrilied enjoyments 
and sights of marvellous beauty. It would take a long 
time, Glaucon, to repeat at length .the many particulars of 
their stories; but, according to Er, the main points were 
the following. For every one of all the crimes, and all the 
personal injurie.s, committed by them, they suffered ten- 
fold retribution when the turn for it came^ The cycle of 
punishment recommenced every century, because the length 
of human life Wi.s estimated at a. hundred years,— the 
objecl being to make them pay the penalty for each offence 
ten times over. Thus, all who had been guilty of a num- 
' ber of murders, or had betrayed and enslaved cities and 
armies, or had been accomplices in any other villainy, were 
intended to undergo tenfold sufferings for all and each of 
their offences ; while, oh the other hand, those who had 
done any charitable a<fts, and had shewn themselves just 
andlioly, were meant to receive on the same principle their 
due rcwarcl. ^yith regard to those whose death fbllowed 
close upon their birth, he gave some particulars which 
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need not. be recorded. But, according to his narrative, the 
punishment for ifnpiety, disobedience to parents, and the 
murdeT of near relations", was unusually severe; and the 
reward for piety and obedience unusually greatj For lie 
was wiUiin hearing, he s;\id, when oifi' of the spirits asked 
another where Ardiams the Ch'catwas. f^ov/ this Ardimus 
had been sovereign in a city of Painphyya, a thousand 
years* before tliat timf;, aiM was said to have put his^igcd 
father and elder brother to ^Icath, besides committinrg a 
number of otliQr wicked ac^lions. The spirit to whom the 
question was addressed, replied, ‘ JIc is not come, and is 
not likely to con>e •hither. For this, you must know, was 
one of the terrible sights that we beheld. When we wdre 
close to the aperture, and were on the point of ascending, 
after having undergone all our other sufferings, we siid- 
dtmly came in sight of Ardimus and others, of v hom the 
greater p£^4t, I think I may say, had been desfots ; though it 
is true there wore also a iew' private persons, who had once 
been reckoned among enormous criminals. These people, 
when they thought themselves sure of ascending imme- 
diately, were repulsed by the aperture, which bellowed 
whenever one of these incurable sinners, or anybody who 
had not fully ex})iated his offences, attempted to ascend. 
Theryup4m®ccrlain fierce and fiery-looking men, who were 
in efttendance and understood the meaning of the sound, 
seized some of them by the waist and carried them off; 
but Ardimus and others were bound, hand and foot and 616 
head, and thrown down, and Hayed with scourges, and 
dragged out by the wayside, and carded, like wool, upon 
thorn-bushes ; and those who were passing by at the time 
were informed# why they were put to this torture, and that 
tl'ft^y were being carried away in (wder to, be flung into 
Tartarus. Wc had already gone throi:f;h a great variety 
of alarms, but none of them were cqu: I to the terror that 
then seized us, lest that sound should be*uttered when any 
of us tried to go up ; and most glad we all were to ascend, ' 
when it was not heard.’ This will convey an idea of the 
penalties and the tortures ; whjle the rewards were pre- 
cisely the opposite.' When seveiT days had elapsed since 
the arrival of the spirits in the meadow^ they were com- 

^ Reatiiiig avT 6 x€ipo?, a conjccTure of Ast, iiistj'ad of ainox^ipas. 
Peihnps ds ought to be inserted before yop^as. 
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pelled to leave the place, when their time came, and set out 
on the eighth day, and travel three days, till they arrived 
on the fourth at a place, from whence they looked^ down 
Uj On a s raight pillar of light, Stretching across the whole 
heaven and earth, nk)re like the rainbow than anything 
else, only brighter and clearer. This they reached, when 
they had gone,, forward a day’s journey; and, arriving at 
tbe c entre of the light, they sa<t^ thfit its extremities' were 
fastened by chains to the sl -y. For this light binds the 
sky together, like the hawser thpt strengthens a trireme®, 

f oiov rd UTTofuj/iara rdiv rpLijpcjv. We miist remember that, 
in (Ireek astronomy, the sky was regarded as a solid transparent 
vault in which the stars were fixed. 'Fhe sides of this vault, ac- 
cording to the account in the text, are held together by a straight, 
horizontal belt of light, ‘ the ends of whose chains are fastened 'to 
the sky,’ that is\o say, ‘whose ends are chained to the>'ky.’ But 
what is the meaning of olov rd VTro^wfxara tQv Tpirjpcov'! Some 
commentators take rd liro'^dfxaTa to mean the rowers’ benches, 
which would of course help to hold the sides of a vessel together. 
But there is not sufficient authority for this interjiretation. On 
the other hand, how can ‘a straight pillar of light' be comjiared to 
a rope passed round the hull of a ship in order to hold its timbers 
together, — which is another interpretatirm of uTro^oJua ? If this 
interpretation be correcfl, the point of comparison is hot the ap- 
pearance presented, but only the effedbs produced by this process 
of ‘undergirding’ or ‘ flapping.’ At any rate, it seems certain, 
from a passage in the Laws (945, CJ), that the word uTroji'eo/^aTa 
means some kind of rope; and perhaps Sehneider is right in ex- 
plaining it as a large rojie, or hawser, passed from stem to stern 
in order to strengthen a vessel. Still this is not satisfactory, 
though we are unable to projiose any better exjilp.nation. 

In what follows, a rough descrijition of the lirst observed phe- 
nomena of astrononfy is conveyed. The motion of the whole 
distaff rejirescnts the apparent diurnal revolution of the heaven 
round the earth as, centre of the system. The seven innermost 
^vhorls, with their indejiendent motions, represent respetflively 
the orbits of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, the Sun, 
and the Moon. The outermost whorl with its ‘variety of colours,’ 
rejn esents the fixed stars. , K 

By the ‘straight pillar of light’ .Schlciennacher understands the 
Milky Way, Schn'»-:ider, the axis of the world. Both explanations 
are unsatisfaptory. Probably it refers to some old Pythagorean 
theory about thq primitive light. See Schneider’s notd'on the 
passage, in his translation of the Republic. 
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and ihus holds together the wliole revolving universe. To 
the extremities is fastened the distaff of Necessity, by 
mean® of which all the rc\^ohitions of the universe are kept 
up. The shaft and hook ®f this distaff are madc^of sted; 
the wl^orl is a compound of steel tand other materials. 
TIic nature of the whorl Siay be thus dc^'ribed. In shape 
it is like an ordinary whorl ; but from Kr’s account we 
must, pidlure it to ou^selv^s under the foriiT of a large hol- 
low whorl, scooped out right through, into which a simjlar, 
but smaller, whorl is nicely inserted, like those boxes 
which fit into one anothd*. In tlie same way a third whorl 
is inserted withii\ Uie second, a fourth within the third, and 
so on to* four more. For in all, there are eight whorls, tn- 
serted into one another, — each concentric circle shewing 
its rim above the next outer, and all together forming one 
solid whorl embracing the shaft, which is passed right 
througl\the centre of the eighth. The firsthand outermost 
whorl has the broadest rim ; the sixth has the next broad- 
est ; then comes the fourth ; then the eighth ; then the 
seventh ; then the fifth; then the third ; and the second has 
the narrowest rim. The rim of the greatest whorl exhibits 
a variety of colours ; that of the seventh is most brilliant; 61 
that of the eighth derives its colour from the relief led light 
of the seyoiith ; that of the second and that of the fifth are 
sintifar,^ut of a deeper colour than the others ; the third 
has the pales.* colour ; the fourth is rather red ; and the 
sixth is almost as pale as the third. Now the distaff a^ a 
whole spins round with uniform velocity; but while the 
whole revolves, the seven inner circles travel slowly round 
in the opposite direflion ; and of them the eighth moves 
quickest, and, after it the seventh, si.xth and fifth, which 
revolve together : the fourth, as it appeared to them, com- 
pletes its revolution with a velocity yiferfor to the last- 
mentioned; the third ranks fourth in speed; and the 
second, fifth. The distaff spins round |Upon the knees of 
Necessity. Upon each of its circles •stands a siren, 
travels round with the circle, uttering one note in one tone ; 
and from all the eight notes there results a single harmony. 

At equal distanced around sit trfpee other personages, each 
on a throne. These are the daughters ^of Necessity, the 
Fates, Lachesis, Clotho, and ^tropos ; who, clotlfcd in 
white •robes, with garlands on their heads, thant to the 
music of the sirens, Lachesis the events of the past, Clotho 
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those of the present, ^Atropos those of the future. Clotho 
with her right hand lakes hold of the outermost rim of the 
distaff, and twirls it altogether,' at intervals; and A^rojms 
wy|;h licrjcft hand twirls the inner circles in like manner; 
while Lachesis takes J|;iold of each in turn with eithe^^r hand. 
Now the souls, imtmediatcly on tfieir arrival, were required 
to go to Lachesis. An interpreter first ol all marshalled 
tkem^ in orde/, and then havir^ ti^ken from the lap of 
Laqlicsis a number of lots and plans of life, mounted a 
high pulpit, and spoke as follows: ^Thus saith the maiden 
Lachesis, the daughter of Necessity. Ye short-lived souls, 
a new generation of men shall here bogin the cycle of its 
mortal existence. Your destiny shall not be allotted to 
you, but you shall choose it for yourselves. Let him who 
draws the first lot be the first to choose a life, which shall 
be his irrevocably. Virtue owns no master ; he who hon- 
ours her shalUhave more of her, and he who slights her, 
less. The responsibility lies with the chooser! Heaven 
is guiltless.’ Having said this, he threw the lots down 
upon the crowd ; and each spirit took up the one which fell 
by his side, except l^r himself, who was forbidden to do so. 

6i8 Each, as he took up his lot, saw what number he had 
drawn. This done, the plans of life, which far outnum- 
bered the souls that were present, were laid before them on 
the ground. 'Lhey were of every kind. There w^^re'lives 
of all living things, and among them every sort of 
hv.nian life. 'Fhcy included sovereignties, of which some 
were permanent, and others were abruptly terminated and 
ended in poverty and exile and beggary. There were also 
lives of famous men, renowned ei'.her for beauty of person 
and feature, for bodily strength and skill in^games, or else 
for high birth and the merits of ancestors ; and in tke 
same way there we;^p lives of undistinguished men, and like- 
wise lives of celebrated and uncelebrated women. But no 
settled charadler,of soul was included in them, because 
' With the change of iVfc, the soul inevitably becomes changed 
itself. But in every other respedl the materials were very 
variously combined, — wealth appearing here, and poverty 
there ; disease here, and luealth there ; and here again a 
mean between Biese extremes. This, my dear Glaucon, 
is apparently the moment when everything is at stake 
with a man'; and for this reason, above all others, i‘: is the 
duty of each of us diligently to investigate and study, to 
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the negledl of ever)' other subjed\ thlt science which may 
haply enable a man to learn and* discover, who will render 
him s# instriK^led as to b(? able to discriminate between a 
good and an evil life, and according to his means to chooj^, 
always and everywhere, that better Ijfc, by carefully calcu- 
laCing the influence whiAi the things j^st mentioned, in 
combination or in separation, have upon real excellence of 
life; and who will tejjch undcrstaiftl what evil or 

good is wrought by beauty tempered with poverty or wcitltli, 
and how the result is affected by the state of soul which 
enters into the *combi nation ; and what is the consecjuence 
of blending toge^lii^r such ingredients as high or humble 
birth, private or public life, bodily strength or weakness, 
readiness or slowness of apprehension, and everything else 
of the kind, whether naturally belonging to the soul or ac- 
cidentally accpiired by it ; —so as to be able to form a 
judgmeiU from all these data combined, ai^, with an eye 
steadily n^ed on the nature of the soul, to choose between 
the good and the evil life, giving the name of evil to the 
life which will draw the soul into becoming more unjust, 
and the name of good to the life which will lead it to become 
more just, and bidding farewell to every other consideration. 
For we have seen that in life and in death it is best to 
choose thu«. With iron resolution must he hold fast this 
opiiiifon Vhen he enters the future world, in order that, there 
as well as here, he may escape being dazzled by wealth 
and similar evils; and may not plunge into usurpations pr 
other corresponding courses of a(!:Uon, to the inevitable 
detriment of others, and to his own still heavier afflidiion ; 
but may know how to seledt that life which alwaiys steers 
a middle course between such extremes, and to sliun excess 
Oil cither side to the best of his power, not only in tliis life, 
but also in that which fs to come. Foi^ by turfing thus, he 
is sure to become a most happy man. 

To return • the -messenger from the otjier world reported 
that on the same occasion the Interjjft-eter spoke to thi: 
effe(^;l: : ‘Even the last comer, if he chooses with discretion 
and lives strenuously, will find in store for him a life that 
is anything but bad, with whicii' ^le may well be content. 
Let not the first choose carelessly, or the last despond.’ 
As soon as he had said these words, die one wlni had 
drawruthc first lot advanced, and chose the mbst absolute 
despotism he could find ; but so thoughtiess was he, and 
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greedy, that he had not carefully examined every point 
before milking his choice ; so that he failed to remark that 
he was fated therein, amongst other calamities, to levour 
his own children. Therefore, when he had studied it at 
his leisure, he began to it)eat his breast and bewail his 
choice;, and, disr'^garding the pievious admonitions tf the 
Interpreter, he laid the blame of his misfortune not upon 
himself, but. upon .Fortune and Destiny, and upon any 
body sooner than himself. He was one of those who had 
come from heaven, and haci liVed during his former life 
under a well-ordered constitutioxi, and hence a measure of 
virtue had fallen to his share through the influence of 
h'^bit, unaided by philosophy. Indeed, according to Er’s 
account, more than half the persons similarly deluded, 
had come from heaven ; which is to be explained by the 
fa^l of their never having f^dt the discipline of trouble. 
For the majority of those who came from the earth did 
not make their choice in this careless manner, because 
they had known afdiaion themselves, and had seen it in 
others. On this account, and also through the chances of 
the lot, most of the souls exchanged an evil destiny for a 
good, or a good destiny for an evil. But if a man were 
always to study wisdom soundly, wdienever he entered 
upon his career on earth, and if it fell to his lot to choose 
anywhere but among the very last, there is eveiy pr'^ba- 
bility, to judge by the account brought from the other 
world, that he would not only be happv^ while on earth, 
but also that he would travel from this world to the other 
and back again, not along a »ough and subterranean, but 
along a smooth and heavenly^ road. It was a truly won- 
derful sigiit, he said, to watch how each soul selected its 
o life,— a sight, at once melancholy, and ludicrous, and 
strange. I'hc experience of their former life generally 
guided the choice. Thus he saw the soul, which had once 
been that of Orpheus, choosing the life of a srwan, because 
from having been put to death by women, he detested 
the whole race so much, that he would not ^nsent to be 
conceived and born of a woman. And he saw the soul of 
Thamyras choosing the Mfe of a nightingale. He saw also 
a swan changing its nature, and selefting the life of a 
man ; and its example was followed by other musical 
animals. The soul that drew the twentieth lot ^hose a 
lion’s life. It v.as the soul of Ajax the son of Telamon, 
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who shrunk from becoming- a n\an, because he recollected 
the decision respet^ling the arms of Achilles. He was 
followed hy the soul of A^imemnon, wlm had been also 
taught by his* sufferings td hate mankind so bit^rly, tl^it 
he adapted in cxchangg an %agldh life. The soul of 
Atalanta, which had di^awn one of th# middle lots, be- 
holding the great honours attached to the li|p of an athlete, 
could not resist the lemjftation to take it up. I’hen be 
saw the soul of Epeus fhe S041 of Panopeus, assuming. the 
nature of a sl^ilful work-woman. And in the distance, 
among the last, he saw the soul of the buffoon Thersites 
putting on the cwtfcrior of an ape. It so happened that 
the soul of Odysseus had drawn the last lot of all. Whim 
he came up to choose, the memory of his former sufferings 
had so abated his ambition, that he went about along time 
looking for a quiet retired iife, which with great trouble 
he discovered lying about, and thrown cf)ntcmptuously 
aside by the others. As soon as he saw it, he chose it 
gladly, and said that he would have done the same, if he 
had even drawn the first lot In like manner some of the 
other animals ptissed into men, and into one another, — 
the unjust passing into the wild, and the just into the 
tame : and every kind of mixture ensued. 

NpWj.whcn all the souls had chosen their lives in the 
order of the lots, they advanced in their turn to Lachesis, 
who dispatched with each of them the Destiny he hacl 
sele6Ied, to gii'^^ his life and satisfy his choice. T^'is 
Destiny first led the soul to Clotho in such a way as to 
pass beneath her hand ah8 the whirling motion of the 
distaff, and thus ratilied the fate which each had chosen 
in the order precedence. After touching her, the same 
Destiny led the soul next to the spinning of Atropos, and 
thus rendered the doom of Clotho ’ reversible. From 6 
thence the souls passed straightforward under the throne 
of Necessity. When the rest had passed through it, 
Er himself .aEo passed through; and they all travellcu 
into the pla® of Forgetfulness, through dreadful suffocat- 
ing heat, the ground being d('stitute of trees and of all 
vegetation. As the evening caihe on, they took up their 
quarters by the bank of the river of Inrlifference, whose 
water cannot be held in any vessel. All persons arc Com- 
pelled to drink a certain quantity of the water ; but those 
who are not preserved by prudence drink more than the 
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quantity : and each, as^he drinks, forgets everything. 
\Vhcn they haci gone to rest, and it vvqs now midnight, 
there was a clap of thunder ai^cl an earthquake ; anil in a 
moment the souls were carried up to their birth, tliis way 
and that,' like sliootii 'g stars. Kr liimself was prevented 
from drinking a..y of the water; but how, and by what 
road, he reached liis body, he knew not : only he knew 
that he suddem')’ opened his eyes at lawn, and founddiim- 
self laid out upon the funeral-pyre. 

And thus, Glaticon, the tale was prcser\\'d, and did not 
perish; and it may also preserve'us, if we will listen to its 
warnings ; in whicli case we shall pass prosperovtsly across 
the river of Lethe, and not defile our souls. Indeed, if we 
follow my advice, believing the soul to be immortal, and 
to possess the power of entertaining all evil, as well as all 
good, Ave shall ever hold fast the upward road, and de- 
votedly cultiv<cte justice combined witli wisdom : hi order 
that we maybe loved by one another and by' the gods, 
not only during our st<iy on earth, but also when, like 
conquerors in the games collecting the presents of their 
admirers, we receive the prizes of virtue; and, in order 
that both in this life and during the journey of a thou- 
sand years Avhich we have described, we may never cease 
to prosper. 


THE END, 
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